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THE 


„ | 


JOHN BR OWNE, Eso. 


MA JOR OF HIS MATJESTY's 690 OR, SOUTH HAMPSHIRE 
REGIMENT OF FOOT, 


ON THE 


Matter of Charges exhibited againſt him by the Preſident an Members 
of a General Court Martial, which aſſembled 1 in the Iſland of Au- 


tigua, on the 3oth Day of January, 1786, "and whereof LizuTENanT 
CoLoxzL ForsTER, of the 66th . was Preſident: 


AND ALSO ON A CHARGE OF 


cure on and . as C . Officer 77 the 67th Rs 3 


AND on A FARTHER CHARGE OF- 


Scandalous and infamous Behaviour, unbecoming the Character of an 
Officer and a Gentleman; | 


EXHIBITED AGAINST HIM BY 


CAPTAIN ROBERT HEDGES, 
OF THE SAID 6ru REGIMENT: 


BEFORE 


A GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 


WHICH ASSEMBLED AT THE HORSE GUARDS, ON THE THIRTEENTH DAY 
OF AUGUST, 1785. 


APPEND 1 


CONTAINING 


All the Correſpondence which paſſed relative to the Buſineſs, between the Secretary at Mar, the 


Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iſlands, and the Fudge Advocate, ref, pectively, as well as other 
| Gentlemen in Official Situations, 


AND 


MAJOR BROWNE. 
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Ta GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, held 
A at the HorsE GuaARDs, on Monday the 13th of 
Auguſt 1787, and continued by Adjournment to 


K the 11th of October following, by Virtue of 


a Special Warrant from his Majeſty, bearing Date the 
Ath of July 1787, | 


GrNERAL Lord FrEDERICK CAVENDISH, PRESI- 
DENT. . 

LituT. Gen. [Aus JOHNSTON, 

Litur. Gen, Lorp GEORGE HEN RT LENNOx. 

LI EV r. GEN. JohN BURGOYNE, ü 

LituT. GEN. Huch DUKE or NORTHUMBERLAND, 

Lixur. GEN. JaMEs CUNINGHAME, 

Lieut. GEN. Thomas HALL, 

LituT. Gen, Thomas CLARKE, 

Major GEN. Hon. WiLLIam HaRcouRT, 

Major GEN. ANTHONY GEORGE MARTIN, 

Major GEN. GEORCE AINSLII, 

M a jor Gen, ThouAs BLAND, 

Major GEN. Tromas Cox, 

Colox EL Jamts Rooke, 

CoLoner GEORGE HoTHAM, 

CoLonteL RALPH Du Nx DAs, 

CoLoNx EL ForBEs MACBEAN. 

SIR CHARLES GOULD, JUDGE ADvocAaTE GENERAL. 


The ſeveral Members of the Court being duly ſworn, 
and the Judge Advocate alſo ſworn, | | 
Major Fohn Browne, of the 67th Regiment of Foot, 
came Priſoner before the Court, — the following 
Charges were exhibited againſt him, viz. +; 


Fir. A groſs contempt and diſreſpect offered to the 
« Members of a General Court Martial, which was 
« holden in the Iſland of Antigua, in the months of 
January, February, and March, 1786, for the Trial 
of Captain Robert Hedges, of the 67th Regiment of 


« Foot, upon ſundry charges exhibited by him the 


© ſaid Major Fohn Browne, when in the execution of 
« their duty, as Judges, the circumſtances whereof 
are ſpecified in a Report ſigned by Lieutenant Colonel 
« George Forſter, of the 66th Regiment of Foot, as 
* Preſident, bearing date the 17th of March, 1786.“ 


Secondly - Having ſcandalouſly, and in a manner un- 
<< becoming an Officer and a 2 the 
character of the ſaid Lieutenant Col. George Forſter, 
© the Preſident, and of ſeveral other of the Officers 


* who compoſed the ſaid Court Martial, by an inju- 


<< rious miſrepreſentation of their conduct, contained 
* in a Narrative, tranſmitted by him to his Majeſty's 
Secretary at War, with a letter dated from St. 
John's, in Antigua, the 15th of March, 1786, and 
* alſo in another letter dated the 17th of the ſame 
month.“ | 


Th:rdy—< Cruelty or oppreſſion, as Commanding Offi- 

cer of the ſaid 67th Regiment, towards Thomas Ed- 
** wards, a private ſoldier in the ſame Regiment, dur- 
ing a period of time, commencing in or about the 
** month of March 1785, and ending about the be- 
% ginning of February 1786.“ | 


Lieutenant Celonel George Forfler, of the 66th Regi- 


ment, who was Preſident of the General Court Martial, 


holden in the iſland of Antigua, aſſiſted by Captain George 


Ramſay, Lieutenant William Urquhart, and Lieutenant 


William Lockhart, of the 3oth Regiment, who were Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Court Martial, attended in ſupport of 
the Firſt and Second Articles of Charge ;—and Liekte- 
nant Colonel Forſler, after a ſhort preface, introductory of 


the matter he had to lay before the Court, defired; the 
Report of the ſaid Court Martial, which had been tranſ- 
mitted to the Secretary at War, and by him laid before 
the King, might be read. 5 
One of the papers tranſmitted to the Judge Advocate 
General, with his Majeſty's Warrant, was then produc- 
ed to Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, who declared the ſame 
to be the Report to which he adverted, and which was 
ſigned by him, as Preſident, by direction of the Court 
Martial; and the ſame was read as follows ;— 


© Court Houſe, St. Jobn's, Antigua Thurſday 
27:6 nnd 2 1786. a ; * 


© Report of the circumſtances that cauſed Major Browne, 
of the 67th Regiment, to be put under Arreſt by 
© order of the General Court Martial, ſitting on the 
© Trial of Captain Hedges, of the ſame Regiment : 


On Wedneſday the twenty-ſecond of February, 
© during the courſe of the trial, a Member of the Court, 
© Lieutenant Urquhart, of the goth Regiment, addreſſed 
© the Preſident, to remind him of ſome expreſſions the 
© Proſecutor had made uſe of ſome days before, reſpect- 
© ing Captain Wilkinſon of the 67th 22 Lieute- 
© nant Urquhart ſpoke as follows:“ I ſuppoſe, Colonel 
&« Forſter, you, and the Meinbers of this Court, perfect- 
c ly recollect the expreihons made uſe of by the Proſe- 
cc cutor on a former occaſion, when you 2 ſpoke 
C to Major Browne when giving his evidence, wiſhing 
© not to enter on the face of the proceedings, that Cap- 
& tain Wilkinſon was only the tool of another perſon, as 
«© jt would make him appear in a very ridiculous light 
< before the King. Major Browne's reply was, that if 
« Colonel Forfler, and the Members of the Court, were 
ce delicate with regard to Captain Wilkinſon, he muſt 
“ confeſs he was not; and that he hoped to make Cap- 
e tain Wilkinſon appear in a ſtill more ridiculous light 
« before the concluſion of this trial; therefore, Mr. 
« Preſident, I now think the queſtion put to the evi- 
« dence only tends to the purpoſe of making Captain 
&« Wilkinſon appear more ridiculous, — 

<« Proſecutor's declaration. Upon which Major 
© Browne immediately ſaid, I have not the leaſt doubt but 
© Mr. Urquhart will recollect EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE 
© that can tend to CRIMINATE ne.“ | 

A ſpeech ſo extraordinary, refleting upon one of 
© the Members, cauſed the Court to be cleared, and 
© having conſidered on ſo flagrant an inſult, on open- 
© ing the Court again, a paper, of which the following 
© is a Copy, was read by the Judge Advocate :— 


« Major BRowNE, 


& In conſequence of your laſt queſtion, the name of 
cc a gentleman, Captain Wilkinſon, has been brought be- 


fore this Court in a very unpleaſant manner; and a 


Member (Lieutenant Urquhart) having addreſſed the 
& Preſident, to notice to him ſome expreſſions you 


* made uſe of a few days ago reſpecting Captain Mil- 


& kinſon, you, in a moſt unwarrantable and unjuſti- 
cc fiable manner, made uſe of the following expreſſi- 


* ons:—* That you had not a doubt but Lieutenant 


& Urquhart would recolle& every circumſtance that 
could tend to criminate you. This ſpecch was ſo 
&« highly improper, and derogatory to the ſituation any 
«© Member of a Court Martial ſtands in, and conſider- 
“ ing it was only a few days ago that the Court was 
©« under the neceſſity of publicly reproving you, for a 
very unjuſt, violent, and extraordinary attack you 
« made on another Member of the Court, (Enfign 
& Murray) as appears upon the Minutes of the Court 

L “ Martial 
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c Martial ;—the Court therefore, in vindication of 
&« Lieutenant Urquhart's honour, and in ſupport of their 
& dignity, have come to the reſolution of putting you 
&« under an arreſt; and that you may not be precluded 


* from carrying on the Proſecution againſt the Priſoner, 


&« Captain Hedges, they allow your arreſt to be at large, 
dc till ſuch time as your extraordinary conduct is re- 


c ported to the Commander in Chief.” 


© Major Browne then ſpoke to the Preſident as fol- 
© lows :—< I ſuppoſe, Colonel Forſter, T am to look up- 
& on myſelf under an arreſt by your order.” To 
© which he was anſwered, ** Not by me alone, but by 
« the order of the Court.” He, however, ſtill ex- 
« preſſed that he did not allow himſelf to be under 
© arreſt but by Colonel Forfter's order; and, contemning 
© the authority of the Court, loudly declared, that the 
Court had no power to put him in arreſt; that none 
but a ſuperior power could put him in arreſt, which 
he did not allow them to be; and that if the Preſident 
was not a ſenior officer to himſelf, he would not obey 
the arreſt, | 

© Even after this additional diſreſpect, he was repeat- 
edly told he was wrong, and cautioned by ſeveral Mem- 


. 
| © bers of the Court, with reſpect to what he ſaid, and to 
c 


conſider how much he was injuring himſelf by ſuch de- 
< clarations, yet he left the Court Martial (on its being 
© adjourned) 8 that he did not obey his arreſt by 
ut only under the order of Colonel 
© Forſter, and deſired every one to take notice of what 
© he ſaid; particularly to one gentleman he ſaid, Re- 
„% member, Sir, I now ſay, and deſire you to recollect, 
that I do not look upon ___ under arreſt by order of 
c the Court, but only by Colonel Ferſter.“ 
© The particulars of theſe circumſtances were reported 
© to General Shirley, by the Judge Advocate, and by the 
following letter from the Preſident, viz, | 
„ St. John's, Feb. 22, 1786. 
. ö | 
& [ am under the diſagreeable neceſſity of reporting to your 
« Excellency, that the conduct of Major Browne this day, 
« before the Court Martial, has been ſuch as to induce the 
« Court to order him under an arreſt, The reaſons for ſo 
ce doing, will be explained by the Judge Advocate to you. 
« The highly indecent and unmilitary conduct of Major 
&« Browne, made it abſolutely neceſſary to take this flep, and 
cc which, in their opinions, cannot be done away, but by a 
« public apology to the Member particularly reflected upon, 
« and alſo to the Court. 
« [am ferry further to add, that after the Reſolution had 
« been made known to him, he very improperly, and contrary 
« 0 the Articles of Mar, declared, be conſidered himſelf under 
« arreſt by the Preſident's order only, but did not allow the 


„Court to have any ſuch power ; m_ repeatedly told it 


« eas by the Court's order, yet he left the room perſiſting he 
ce — not conſidler it in hee hee He . he 
© world not have ſubmitted to the arreſt, had not the Preſi- 
& gent been a ſenior efficer to himſelf. 
« have the honor to be, &c. Cc. Ec. 
(Signed) « GEO. FORSTER, Lt. Col. 
and Preſident of the General Court Martial.“ 


His Excellency General Shirley, &c. &c, Sc.“ 


© From a part of this letter it will be perceived that the 
Court wiſhed, if poſſible, to paſs over this affair, by 
< ſuggeſting that an apoloyy from him would put an end 
< toit. Although his declaration, with regard to the 

Court's authority, would fully have juſtified them in 
taking ſeverer meaſures to convince him how very im- 
properly and diſreſpectfully he had behaved ; but they 
wiſhed to place the moſt favourable conſtruction, and 
impute his conduct to miſconception, and not deſign, 
The next morning, Thurſday, February 23d, on 
opening the Court, Major Browne begged leave to ad- 
drefs them, which was granted, on the ſuppoſition that 
he was going to offer a full and ample apology for his 
conduct the day before, - When, to their utter ſurpriſe 
and aſtoniſhment, he began by reading a paper, con- 
taining language the molt diſreſpectful that ever ſuch 
a Court was attempted to be inſulted with - expreſſing 
£ himſelf, ; that he expected to have been treated with 
« a decency due toa Proſecutor of his rank Had he met 
« with it *—whilſt the Priſoner had received every kind 
« of indulgence z that he had been checked in man 
<« inſtances from going into matters that he had wiſhed, 
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« whilſt the Priſoner had been allowed to bring forth 


« whatever he pleaſed; that his evidence had been treat- 
e ed with ſome rigour, whilſt the Priſoner, and thoſe 
c on his fide, had been treated quite otherwiſe.” (It is 
here to be obſerved, that Major Sladden, the firſt wit- 
e nefs called by the Priſoner, was only then under exami- 


© nation.) He went on uſing language that plainly | 


* ſignified he conſidered the Court had ated through the 
* whole ſtages of the trial, as far as it had gone, with 
great partiality in favour of the Priſoner, © That 
from a circumſtance he knew, the Priſoner did not 
* conceive himſelf to be fuch, but looked upon bimſclf 
& rather as a Member of the Court, for he had ſaid to 
“ his evidence, Major Sladden :—* Major Sladden, don't 


© anſwer that queſtion'—* Major Browne, we are not 


6 frying you—but your turn will come next.“ 
The expreſſions here alluded to had been immedi- 
© ately taken down. by ſeveral of the Members, and 
«© were literally as follows: — On a queſtion being put 
© to the witneſs, Major Sladden, by Major Browne, 
© when croſs-examining him, the Priſoner, Captain 
Hedges did ſay, ** I dont think Major Sladden ought to 
« anſwer that queſtion ; that Major Browne was not the 
« Priſoner, or on his trial.“ Major Browne made an- 
«© ſwer, “that he knew that well; but that he, Captain 
«© Hedges, was,” —Captain Hedges replied, though it is 
not your turn now, it perhaps ſoon may be.” — This 
6 deſultory converſation was inſtantly ſtopped ; and the 
© Priſoner, - Captain Hedges, was checked, and told the 
* impropriety of talking in ſuch a manner by a Member 
© {Lieutenant Lockhart), and the Preſident prepared a 


© paper, the contents of which were to reprove Captain 


* Hedges, for making any irregular or improper obſerv- 
© ation, and to prevent in future any thing of this kind 
« patling between the parties in Court, which on both 


_ © ſides they had been too apt to attempt giving vent 


* to, 

* Major Browne in continuation ſaid, For my part, 
* I conſider myſelf more in the light of a Priſoner than 
* hedocs”—and was procceding, when the Court ſtop- 
* ped him, and could only blame themſelves for ſuffering 
him to go on ſo far. T 
any longer, they would have let him continue, in or- 
der to know the drift of ſuch an extraordinary proceed- 
ing; but they conceived their character to be ſuffer- 
ing whilſt they allowed him to proceed, they therefore 
deiired him to deliver the paper, as far as he had read, 


* 


granted permiſſion to read, and afterwards to deliver 
it to the Judge Advocate, he now, finding the light 
the Court had taken it in, refuſed to do ſo- and though 
repeatedly deſired, he would not; therefore, what is 
here ſet forth is the ſubſtance of what he read, as fully 
as the Court could recolle& his words. | 

Such an open, unheard of, and extraordinary accuſa- 
tion, forgetting every reſpect and decency due to the 
Court, and without any conſideration of their ſituation 
and high authority under which they were fitting, to 
declare he conceived them guilty of acting in ſuch a 
manner, called greatly and loudly upon them to puniſh 
and to mark their ju indignation at fo grofs and falſe 
an attack upon their honor, and the facred oath they 
had taken. f | 

* They truſt, with confidence, that his Majelty, on pe- 
ruſing this trial, will ſee that they have conducted it 
with the ſtricteſt impartiality; to him alone are they 
anſwerable ; it therefore becomes very highly culpable 
in any one appearing before a Court Martial, even if 
there were cauſe, to dare to cenſure or attempt to im- 
peach their conduct. | 

* Clearly confcious that no part of their proceedings 
© could warrant any one to ſuppoſe them guilty of having 
& ated in ſo baſe a manner, they can account for Major 
© Browne's conduct in no other way than by ſuppoſing he 
© had his ſuſpicions that the evidence which he had ad- 
© duced to ſubſtantiate the ſerious charges againſt the 
© Priſoner, would prove defective ; which circumſtance 
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© might invole him in a very diſagreeable predicament, 


© The Court avow having exerted their utmoſt abilities 
© in ſifting the buſineſs before them to the bottom, and in 
© doing fo, they are conſcious of having only endeavour- 
© ed to diſcharge the important truſt repoſed in them. 
© It may at the ſame time be worthy of obſervation, that 
© when Major Browne thought proper to make this at- 
© tack on their integrity, the Priſoner's fi witneſs only 
© was under examination; and the trial itſelf will beſt 
© demonſtrate, if the Court was not equally ſtrict when 
© an equal degree of rigour appeared neceſſary in the ex- 
© amination of the evidence, which he brought forward 
© while on his defence. ' 

© It therefore ſeemed to be his view and idea, that by 
© accuſing the Court of partiality, it might be the means 


| © of it's being ſuppoſed that his charges againſt the Pri- 


© ſoner were juſt ; but that the Court did not do their 
© duty, and find them fo; thereby, by this method, he 


© might appear leſs culpable than otherwiſe he would be, 


for having exibited ſuch ſerious charges without proper 
foundation. No other motive can the Court aſſign for 
: 1 | © ſuch 


Could they have borne with it 


to the judge Advocate; which, though he had been 
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« ſuch extraordinary and unprecedented behaviour, re- 
« gardleſs of the ſituation of fo ſcrious and reſpectable a 
'< tribunal as a Court Martial, to break in upon their 


« proceedings, and without waiting to know their opi- 
nion, and his Majeſty's deciſion on the equity of their 
proceedings, ventures to condemn the conduct of a 


© Court Martial, compoſed of men who feel themſelves. 
. © atuated by the moſt upright principles, and who have 


always ſerved his Majeſty faithfully and honorably, and 
© never had a ſhadow of a ſtain attempted to be thrown 
© upon the integrity of any one of them before. 

| © The Court, therefore, feeling how = an indig- 
© nity was meant to be caſt on them, took the ſame into 
© their moſt ſerious conſideration, and calling to mind 
© that this was the third time he had behaved before them 


in a manner highly difreſpeaful, they came to the re- 


© ſolution of continuing him in arreſt; and (inſtead 
« of affixing any dire& puniſhment, which by the fif- 
© teenth article of the ſixteenth ſection of the Articles of 
War, they conſidered themſelves empowered to order) 
© that a report of his unmilitary and diſreſpectful be- 
© haviour ſhould be tranſmitted to the Secretary at 
© War, to be by him laid before his Majeſty. 

Their reaſon for adopting this method was, his 
© having in ſo direct a manner accuſed them of par- 
© tiality, It was reaſonable to ſuppoſe he would have 
held himſelf out to be ſtill more aggrieved by them, 
© had they taken any deciſive ſtep towards him; they 


- © therefore would not ſuffer him again to create an 


© idea that they were actuated by any vindictive mo- 


© tive; and having only a defire to preſerve their re- 


< putation unſullied, judged it moſt proper to reſt it 


© with his Majeſty, who, upon a review of the whole, 


« would beſt determine upon their conduct and his. 
Major Browne was made acquainted with the reſo- 
© Jution of the Court the next morning, Friday, Feb- 
© ruary 24th. A day or two after he mentioned to Colo- 
* nel Forſier, the Preſident, his wiſhes that the Court 


© would accept of an appology for his conduct; and on 


February 28th, wrote the following note, viz. 


&« Major Browne preſents compliments to Lieutenant Co- 
& lonel Forfler, requeſts he will ſubmit Major Browne's 
& rwithes to the Court this morning; ſhould they be inclined 
«< to accede, his being acquainted with it will ſave him 


„ much trouble, and give him leiſure to write his regimental 


« letters for the packet. 
&« Major Browne alſo ſubmits the fituation he is placed in 


cc % Lieutenant Colonel Forfler's feelings, irefling, if the bu- and they having fince refuſed is accept of an apology, have 


4c ſſneſs is to be accommodated, it may be done this day.” 

4 1 Tueſday Morning.” : 

© Notwithſtanding every thing that had happened, 
© his having ſpoke to the Preſident, and written the 
© above note, made the Court ſtill defirous to admit of 
© an apology, if they could any way accept of one, con- 
« ſiſtent with their honor and duty; but it a 
< very ſerious conſideration, they judged it neceſſary to 
© take ſome time before they could determine upon it; 
© in conſequence of which a note was ſent to him, 
« ſignifying they would take into conſideration his re- 


© queſt, 


On the third of March, the Preſident received the 


© following letter : 
5 « St, John's, March 3d, 1786. 

« & 7 X 
&« YOUR letter of February 28th I have received, and 


** waited fince that time in expectatien of hearing from 


© you, in anſwer to my letter, which J requeſted you at 


that time to lay _ the Court Martial you are Pre- 


« fedent of, and which you informed me the Court wiſhed time 
<< to conſider on. As I apprehend the Court Martial have had. 
© now full time for conſideration, I wiſh to know if they 
«+ will accept of an apology from me, as I can hardly con- 
ceive they can have any further object in view, or wiſh to 


tale advantage of an old officer, for at beſt a warm ex- 
«6c , . 
preſſion brought out at a time I laboured under the greateſt | 


« mgignity. 15 vg 
Y am | 
% Your moſt obedient Bumble ervant, 


(Signed) « 7. BROIWNE, 


Lt. Col. Forſter, 66th Regiment, &c, Oc. 
On Saturday, March the 4th, the Court, after 


| © having weighed minutely every circumſtance, came 
© to the reſolution ſignified to Major Browne in the let- 


< ter following, viz. 


4 ge. 8 Antigua, Saturday, March 4th, 1786. | 
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5 
have received your letter of the 34 inflant, and haue 
read it to the Court. I am now to inform you that they 
* have delayed giving an anſwer ts your requeſt of the 28th * 


if . C 
* Majer 67th Regiment,” 


& of February, endeavouring to find, if poſſible, an opening 
& to admit an apology from you, for the cauſes that occa- 
& fjoned them to put you under an arreſt; after the moſt 
& mature conſideration, they lament that your conduct before 
& the Court has been of ſuch a nature that they cannot avoid 
*< being under the diſagrecable neceſſity of laying it before his 
80 Ma e . 
1 999885 « am, SIR, | 
„Fur mof4 obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) *© GEORGE FORSTER, 
| Lieut. Col. 66th Regiment, Preſident.” 
Major Browne, 67th Regiment. 5 | 
After the delivery of the aforegoing letter from the 


© Preſident to Major Browne, he took a paper from his 
pocket, which he ſaid contained an apology, and re- 


4 


| © quelted that he might be allowed to read it, and 


© ſubmit it to the Court; but in- conſequence of the re- 
* ſolution the Court had come to, they thought proper to 
declare that no apology could now be received. Major 

© Browne then requeſted, that it might be obſerved, that | 
© a paper to this effect had been offered by him to the 


© Court, 
| GEORGE FORSTER, 
Lit. Col. to the 66th Regiment, and Preſident.“ 


Lieutenant Colonel Forſter then deſiring to refer to the 
Narrative tranſmitted by Major Browne (the defendant) - 
to the Secretary at War, to be by him laid before his 
Majeſty, and certain other papers which had been tranſ- 
mitted to the Judge Advocate General with his Ma- 
jeſty's Warrant, viz.—A letter from Major Browne to 
the Secretary at War, dated March 15th, 1986 ;—the 


Narrative which was incloſed in the ſame; and a ſub- 


ſequent letter from Major Browne to the Secretary at 
War, dated March 17th, 1786, all of which are ad- 
mitted by Majer Browne, were read as follows: 


& St, John's, Iſland of Antigua, March 15th, 1 786. 

44 81K te 
„ BY the Packet which now ſails, will be tranſmitted 
& to Sir Charles Gould, the Judge Advocate, the proceedings 


6 @ General Court Martial, lately held in this Iſland, 
% for the Trial of Robert Hedges, Eſq. a Captain en Se- 


& cond in the 67th Regiment, whom J ordered into arreſt, 


for ſundry crimes, as expreſſed in the ſaid proceedings. 

ve — the courſe of this Trial, the Fudge Advocate 
« informed me, the Court had come to a reſolution of putting 
& me under an arreſt for diſreſpetiful behaviour to them 5 


& thereby entirely wreſfted the command of his Majeſty's Re- 
„ giment from me, and put me to an expence which my pri- 
vate fortune is by no means able to bear, by forcing me, 
« at a moment's warning, to leave my family, and come to 
«© Europe, in order to take my trial for the ſame. 5 
&© [was principally induced to offer an apology, from the 
% knowledge of the confuſion and injury my remaining in arreſt 
© would neceſſarily occaſion in the Regiment lately under my 
* command; alſo, not wiſhing ſingly to cope with thirteen - 
&© Officers, which the General Court Martial conſſis of ; 
„ and being 2 no advantage could be taken by them 
& of ſuch apology, to prevent my proteſling —— againſt 
& their proceedings; while, on the contrary, their refuſing 
cc it would flrongly mark the perſecuting manner which they 
% have clearly evinced in ther conduct towars's me during 
& tbe courſe of this trial. | 
& Whether a Court Martial, conſiſting entirely, Lieute- 


A A 


* nant Colonel Forſter, the Preſident, excepted, of Captains 


© and Subalterns, have this power over a Field Officer, 
«© commanding one of his Majeſty's Regiments of Infantry, 
«© is a point, I conceive, which yet remains to be deter- 


% mined, 


« However, theſe and other extraordinary proceedings, 
&« have drawn from me a full narrative of their conduct, 
„ which 1 muſt requeſt you, Sir, to lay before his Ma- 


e Jjeſty. | 
% lament the length to which I have been obliged to favell 
it, from its containing a recital of many facts highly ne- 
& ceſſary ts the vindication of my own honor; and I truſt [ 
„ may farther preſume to ſay, of the greateſt importance to 

his Majeſty's ſervice, and the diſcipline of the Britiſh 


cc army. > 4 
« Making no doubt of your taking the earlieſt opportunity 
& to lay the ſame at his Majeſty's feet, for his gracious con- 


} © ſideration, I beg leave 10 ſubſcribe myſelf, with great 


& truth, 


CSF; | 
* Your very obedient humble ſervant, . 
| | « 7, BROWNE, 
| * Major 67th Regiment. 
Right, Honourable Sir Ges. Young, Bart, 
Secretary at War, c. Cc. Cc. N N 
Narrative 
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* TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 


Narrative of Fobn Browne, Eſq. Major of his Majeſty's 


© 67th Regiment of Foot, relative to the proceedings 
© of a General Court Martial, of which Lieutenant 
© Colonel Forfler of his Majeſty's 66th Regiment was 
© Preſident, held at the Town of St. John's, in the 
© Iſland of Antigua, by order of his Excellency Major 
General Shirley, Governor and Commander in Chief 
© of the Leeward Iſlands, on Monday, January 3oth, 
1786, and continued by various Adjournments to 
Friday, March 17th. 

„„ 
© St. John's, Antigua, Friday, March 7th, 1786. 

© Major Jobn Browne, of his Majeſty's 67th (or 
Southampſhire) Regiment of Foot, having been under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of ordering Robert Hedges, 
Eſq. a Captain en Second in ſaid Regiment into arreſt, 
on Tueſday, December the 15th, 1785, for crimes 
militating alike againſt his charaQter, either as an of- 
ficer, or a gentleman; and having reported the ſame 
to his Excellency Major General Shirley, Governor 
and Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iſlands, 
he was pleaſed to order a General Court Martial to 
aſſemble accordingly. | 
From various cauſes, but particularly the Court 
Martial's being compoſed of Officers from the different 
Regiments ſtationed in different Iſlands of the JV:/? 
Indies, the ſaid Court did not aſſemble till Monday, 
anuary the goth, 1786.— However the following 

ficers from Dominica arrived early in January, 
vis. c 
Captain Ramſay, zoth Regiment; Lieutenant Lock- 
© hart, zoth Regiment; Lieutenat Urquhart, 3oth Regi- 
ment; En/ign Murray, 3oth Regiment; and Captain 
Hamilton, Royal Artillery. | 
© The above officers early evinced no ſmall degree of 
partiality to the Priſoner. They were ever with him; 
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who, I believe, from their arrival to this day, con- 
ſtantly breakfaſted, dined, and ſupped, either with him 
or in his company; entering upon the buſineſs more 
with the warmth of zealous friends, than the coolnefs 


© However we 
the bias in the minds of many inferior officers againſt 
diſcipline and ſubordination, heightened, in my caſe, 
by the term Martinet, being added to my character, I 
ſhould never have imagined it poſſible to extend ſo far 
as even to deſtroy the forms of decency, had I not ſeen 
and experienced ſuch ſtriking inſtances, 

The above officers ſo frequently dining and ſupping 
with the Priſoner, I own, ſurpriſed me; eſpecially as 
his crimes were of ſo ſerious and ſcandalous a nature, 
that I would not ſuffer him, after being in arreſt, ei- 
ther to meſs with, or enter into the apartments of, his 


under ſuch charges, could not be proper company for 
the reſt of the corps. 
I] am ſupported in my opinion of this impropriety, 
by that of Sir Charles Gould; who ſpeaks decidedly, 
that when the officers of the corps keep company with 
one charged with ſuch crimes, it naturally tends to 
weaken the idea of his guilt, as well as to take away, 
in a great meaſure, the weight of their teſtimony, If 
then it is ſo highly improper in a brother officer and a 
Witneſs, how much more ſo muſt it appear in officers 
ordered to this iſland for the expreſs purpoſe of becom- 
ing his judges? 
Whatever opinion I was at times led to form of this 
conduR, I always inclined rather to impute it to le-. 
vity ; and hoped, that when they found themſelves on 
their oaths, and ſolemnly ſeated as judges, it would 
give place to a firm impartiality, which only could 
produce that ſtrict inveſtigation ſo earneſtly. deſired by 
me throughout this trial. | 
© ] was informed ſome days prior to the commence- 
ment of the trial, that a Member of the Court Mar- 
tial propoſed as a toaſt, at the meſs of the Regiment 
© under my command, Captain Hedges's health, and 
« ſucceſs to him! However, an officer of the Regiment, 
© at the meſs at that time, expreſſed his diſapprobation, 
and the toaſt was not given. Some of the Members 
of the Court Martial have alſo gone to the officers, 
who were to come forward as witneſſes in ſupport of 
the Proſecution, to uſe their endeavours to perſuade 
them to viſit the Priſoner. 
1 mentioned theſe circumſtances to ſeveral old offi- 
cers, previous to the trial, who agreed with me in a 
ſenſe of their impropriety ; obſerving, that a compli- 
mentary viſit was often paid by the Members of a Ge- 
neral Court Martial, to the Priſoner, before their ſit- 
2 
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particularly Lieutenant Urquhart, and Enſign Murray; 


and impartiality of judges. 8 
f I might have been acquainted: with 


brother officers; ſuppoſing that an officer labouring 
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ing, but no further communication whatever; the 
Members being in general ſo ſerupulous as always to 
— ſpeaking on the ſubject even to indifferent per- 
ons. | 

* I cannot now but lament the unfortunate neceſſity 
that forces me to ſtate any facts which ſeem to throw 
the ſlighteſt reflection on a General Court Martial, 
conſiſting of thirteen officers ; but I truſt it will ap- 
pear I am acting only in my own defence, being now 
the accuſed perſon, and that my view is more a vindi- 
cation of myſelf, than a crimination of them, 

© The difficulty I found in carrying on my Proſecuti- 
on againſt the Priſoner, from the ſtrong party formed 
in the Regiment to ſupport him, will appear ſufficient- 
ly obvious, even on reading the proceedings; but muſt 
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with the greateſt pain I find myſelf forced to add, that 
even the Members of the Court Martial did not ap- 
pear free from the influence of this party. | 

* Conſcious of the rectitude and integrity of my own 
conduct, I cannot but look upon it as a very unfortu- 
nate conjuncture in my lite, to be thus ſingly oppoſed 
to a ſtrong party in my own Regiment, and the Mem- 
bers of a General Court Martial; but the zeal for 
the diſcipline of the ſervice, which actuated me in the 
ſteps that led to this conteſt, muſt be my ſupport (ne- 
ceſſiated as I am) in maintaining it, by humbly thus 
ſubmitting my conduct to his Majeſty's conſideration. 
The anxiety and fatigue of mind I have undergone 
from 15th December laſt to this moment, can only be 
known by thoſe who may unfortunately have been 
thrown into ſimilar fituations ; and they well know, 
there is nothing to be coveted in ſuch encounters. 
On Monday January zoth, the firſt day of their Meet- 
ing, as I was going to open my Proſecution with a 
© detail of facts relating to the Priſoner, the Court refu- 
© ſed to let me proceed; and came to a reſolution, that [ 
© ſhould ſhould not enter into any matters which hap- 
« pened previous to the Regiment's arrival in this Iſland, 
from which to the Priſoner's arreſt, was only a ſpace 
© of fix weeks, The reaſon contained in this deciſion 


© was, that they could not poſlibly ſuppoſe but that, if * 


© the Priſoner had been guilty of ſuch crimes, I would 
© have brought him to a Court Martial before; thus pre- 
6 judging the matter to be tried, and 2 before they 
© ſuffered me to open my Proſecution. On this reſolution 


being read to me, when the Court was opened, I repre- 


© ſented, that, however well I mighthave beenacquainted 
with facts, it was impoſſible to carry on ſuch a Proſe- 
 cution without the ſtrongeſt proof; and that, I could 
© not obtain till very lately. The Court then cleared 
© again, and came to another reſolution, which permit- 
© ted me to enter only upon ſuch matters as I could not 
poſſibly get proof of before my arrival, 

© Conceiving theſe decifions to be material obſtacles to 
© the Priſoner's conviction, as well as contrary to the 
© 73d clauſe of the Mutiny Act, I offered, the next morn- 
ing, a Proteſt againſt them; which the Court firſt de- 
* fired me to let them read privately ; and on my declin- 
ing that, refuſed to receive it, or let it appear on their 
© minutes ; declaring then, as they have ſince done on 
© every occaſion, that nothing ſhould appear there, which 
© they did not chooſe. ; | 

* This declaration I conceived to be rather extraordi- 


ceedings of a Court Martial but what they choſe, the 
purpoſes of reviſion would be entirely loſt, and that 
check become totally nugatory. But if I am erroneous 
in any of the ſentiments I have expreſſed on this buſi- 
neſs, I hope it will be aſcribed to ignorance ; this be- 
< ing the firſt General Court Martial l was ever concern- 


© ed in, in any ſhape; and all the reaſoning I have on 


© the ſubject, is drawn from commen ſenſe, and not from 
© knowledge or information. Nor have I, in the courſe 
© of this Trial, had any opportunity of increafing my 
© information by any communication with the xy ban 
© who compoſed the Court ; as, from the period of their 
different arrivals, I neither ſought, nor did they offer, 
© any interchange of civilities; Lieutenant Colonel * 
© the Preſident, and Lieutenant Underwood, one of the 
Members, obſerving how indelicate any intimacy 
© would be. I perfectly agreed with them; the impro- 
c . of ſuch intercourſe being in ſome degree, evi- 
dent. ä 
The Members of the Court carried their delicac 

© towards me ſo far, that on the arrival of Rear Admiral 
Sir Richard Hughes, Baronet, during their ſitting, they 
© took an opportunity of paying their reſpects to him at 
© my quarters, when they knew I was abſent, This 
© conduct I ſhould have eſteemed highly proper, had they 
© obſerved the ſame towards the Priſoner, 


have been glaring to every perſon in Court; and it is 


nary ; becauſe, if nothing were to appear on the pro- 
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© A Memorial of the Priſoner's, ſetting forth the ri- 
gor of his confinement, and injury occaſioned by it to 
< his health, the Court inſtantly gave implicit credit to, 
« without aſking one queſtion about it of the Surgeon, 
„the Adjutant, or me, the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment; and made a repreſentation to the Com- 


© mander in Chief, that his health had ſuffered, to all 
© appearance, by his long confinement; and recommend- 
© ed to his Excellency, in conſequence thereof, to grant 


© him an arreſt at large, which he accordingly obtained 
© on the ſecond day of his trial, | | 

< Immediately upon this, a meſs was formed at Ford's 
© Tavern in this town, conſiſting of the Priſoner, the 
Officers of the Regiment who ſupported him, and who 


'© were to be called upon by him as evidences in his de- 


< fence, his friends, and to my very great aſtoniſhment, 
© of moſt of the Members of the Court Martial. I be- 
© lieve, indeed, ſome refuſed to accede to this meaſure, 
© as the delicacy of it, contraſted with their behaviour 


to me, was too groſs to eſcape the moſt ſuperficial ob- 
© ſervation; in conſequence of which, a meſs, compo- 


© ſed of the remaining Members, was formed at Gabb's 
Tavern; but I underſtand that, notwithſtanding this 
apparent ſeparation, the officers of the laſt meſs often 
© dined during the trial with the Priſoner. | 

The intimate familiarity which paſſed, even in 
© Court, between the Priſoner and his Judges, and the 
© attention ſhewed him by them, together with the ſe- 
verity manifeſted to me, and the continual interrup- 
© tions I received, ſeemed rather to place me in the ſi- 
tuation of a criminal, and the Priſoner in that of a 
© public Proſecutor, | 

© With regard to the violent attack, which I am 


of Enſign Murray, 
ſtance happpened, however exaggerated it may ap- 
pear on the proceedings. It was but a few minutes 
before that I had received the information which I 
then laid before the Court. How well it was found- 
ed appears from the evidence of Dr. Bowie towards 
the cloſe of the trial. I alſo freely confeſs, nor will I 
ever deny, the warmth I ſhewed on that occaſion, I 
muſt have reſigned the feelings of my profeſſion, and 
my ſentiments of honor, could I have related coolly 
ſuch a ſcandal. 
and Mahon, men of family, honor, and character, 


© the laſt my near relation, and all, my friends, were 


© ſaid to be attacked in one aſperſion, as falſe as it was 
© cruel, I ſhould now bluſh, had I then been cool. 
< The Court, however, were offended; and early ac- 
< cuſtomed to ſubordination, and proud of the dignity 
© of the ſervice, I apologized in ſuch a manner as a 
© Britiſh officer with honor might. The terms of this 
© apology are however cautiouſly omitted in the Jour- 
© nals of the Court, conſonant to their well known re- 
© ſolution, viz. ** Nothing ſhall appear there but what we 
* Ale.“ ö | 
In various parts of the Proſecution I found it ne- 
ceſſary to go into an exculpation of my character; 
but was conſtantly prevented in the attempt by the Court's 
« ſaying, ** Major Browne, we are not trying you. —T 
© have Sir Charles Geuld's opinion, in the caſe of Captain 
(now Sir Nicholas) Nugent, for thinking that a Proſe- 
© cutor may, at any time that becomes neceſſary, enter 


into a juſtification of himſelf, and even direct the 


© whole of his evidence to that point, And in this caſe 
© I was convinced it was neceflary ; being well aware 
that the only exculpation of the Priſoner's conduct 


© muſt, from the nature of the tranſactions, be attempt- 


ed by a crimination of mine. My only reſort then 
© was, to requeſt that the queſtions I aſked might be 
© entered on the proccedings, with a note of their be- 
© ing over-ruled; but here I was met by the old ob- 
e jection—** Wie will allow nothing to appear here that we 


„ do not chaoſe—Yeu are not to diftate to the Court.“ 
© I naturally imagined, that officers coming forward 


© in ſupport of their Commanding Officer, and the diſ- 
< cipline of the ſervice, would, at leaſt, have met with 


« polite treatment and decent language, and have re- 


< ceived the protection of the Court, I certainly did 


not find it ſo, Peremptory directions, threats, injuri- 


© ous inſinuations, and conſtant interruptions, marked 


- * the harſh and unuſual tenor of conduct uſed to my 


* Witneſſes by the Court, and ſanctioned by them in 
© the Priſoner, 


© 'Theſe could not well fail to diſtract the moſt col- 
© lected memory; but, when in addition to them, the 


Court uniformly croſs-examined my Witneſſes upon 


each queſtion as I put it—when, as the Judge Ad- 
< vocate wrote down one queſtion, five or ſix others 


were frequently interpoſed, upon different matters by 
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charged with having made on the Court in the caſe 
b freely allow ſome ſuch circum- 
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Surgeon Dillon, and Licutenants Green 
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the Court—if the anſwers to which were favourable 


in any degree to the Priſorer, they were ordered with 
avidity to be taken down ; but if unfavourable, were 


tioned by the Judge Advo gate, with a wiſh to know 
whether the inſertion was neceſſary, were ſaid to be 
of no conſequence. It ſeems to be a miracle of hu- 
man reaſon, that any thing of ſenſe or connection ap- 
pears in the evidences delivered in behalf of the Pro- 
ſecution. | 

© The Court's idea of neceſſary and unneceſſary queſ- 
tions, ſeemed to be involved in that of favourable, or 
unfavourable to the Priſoner. There was even ſuch 
confuſion in. their queſtioning, that the Judge Ad- 
vocate has been obliged to get up and aſk what queſ- 
tion he was to put down ; begging the Court only 
to aſk one at a time. | 

© Still more—it is hardly credible, but I aſſert, and am 
ready to prove, that the Priſoner even croſs- examined 
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ſat next but one to him, his queſtions in writing, 
who then gave them to the Judge Advocate as his 
own. I cannot too much remark the very extraordi- 
nary and indelicate behaviour of this Gentleman 
throughout the whole of the trial; who, I ſuppoſe, 
thinking it highly heroic to humble a Commanding 


moſt illiberal expreſſions and language towards me; 
alike forgetting his character of Judge, and regardleſs 
of mine as an Officer of ſome rank and of long ſtand- 


ing a direct breach of an Article of War, ordering 


/ 


Court Martial. - 


ſuffered to die away unnoticed ; and if even men- 


my Witneſſes through the Court, during their exami- 
nation by me ; handing to Lieutenant Urquhart, who 


ing in his Majeſty's ſervice; all which was totally 
overlooked by the Preſident, notwithſtanding its be- 


decency to be obſerved by every Member of a General 


U 


Officer, failed not, in repeated inſtances, to uſe the 


© Surgeon Dillon was the firſt witneſs brought by me 


in ſupport of the Proſecution; and the Priſoner was 
raiſe ſome ſcruples againſt his evidence, which how- 


ſerved to excuſe a degree of ſtrictneſs, exerciſed by 
the Court, towards that gentleman. | 

© Adjutant Stewart, the next Evidence who came into 
Court, — out of the influence of theſe ſuſpicions, 
from having been confined to his bed for three weeks 
previous to the trial, met, nevertheleſs with an equal 
or ſuperior degree of rigour; the very ſame queſtion 
which, when propoſed by me, the Court caution- 
ed him againſt anſwering, and permitted me to 
withdraw; when propoſed by the Priſoner, they in- 
ſiſted upon his anſwering, although the Judge Ad- 
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ſuch as the Witneſs might refuſe to anſwer. 
© They then came to the reſolution, that, *“ that 
c Witneſs ſhould be aſked no further queſtions.” And the 


' © Preſident, ſome days after made uſe of this extraor- 


© dinary expreſſion, © Me have knocked off his evidence; 
© and Captain Sutherland declared repeatedly in open 
© Court, (on my demanding to bring forward Adjutant 
© Stewart in ſupport of my reply, and obſerving, that 
© I had a right to examine him, whatever weight they 


might give his evidence,) that, “his evidence was re- 
& jetted, and his teſtimony reprobated,”” and the Court 


© would not ſuffer him to be again examined, This 
© Witneſs was treated with the moſt indecent aſperity 
© by Lieutenant Urquhart, and the Priſoner, while under 
© croſs-examination ; the former telling him, on the lea/t 
© pauſe, ** that he could ſwear plump enough to ſome 
& things, but not to others” and the latter obſerving, 
cc that he could anſwer all Major Browne's queſtions 
& ready enough, but not any of his.” How far fuch 
conduct is warrantable, I ſubmit, with the moſt humble 
© deference, to his Majeſty's gracious conſideration and 


© deciſion. 


Lieutenant Green, the third Witneſs produced by 


© me, ſupported himſelf with uncommon firmneſs ; 
© warned by the conduct and treatment of the two for- 
© mer gentlemen. 

© Enfign Heard, the fourth Witneſs, came off with 
more eaſe, his teſtimony being leſs pointed. Lieu- 
tenant Mahon, the fifth and lait Witneſs for the Pro- 
ſecution, intimidated by ſpeaking in public, and diſ- 
trated by that method of examination above deſcribed 
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giving his evidence. 


ever, are now, I hope, —_— cleared ; but which 


to be uſed by the Court, ſeemed rather confuſed in 


fortunate enough, with En/ign Murray's aſſiſtance, to 


vocate declared it to be an improper queſtion, and 


concluded my Proſecution with obſerving to the 


Court, that I made no doubt every Witneſs produced 
by the Priſoner in his defence, would be examined 
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exactly the ſame manner that thoſe produced on the 
C $ ſide 


with the ſame degree of ſtrictneſs, and treated in 


— — 


—— 
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© ſide of the Proſecution had been. They ſaid “ cer- 
<« tainly.” And I have only now to lament their not 
„ fulfilling that promiſe, which, therefore, places me 
© in the diſagreeable and irkſome ſituation of comment- 
© ing in any degree on their proceedings. 

The Priſoner having entered on his Defence, calls 
© on Major Sladden, Captain in the 67th Regiment, as 
© his firſt Witneſs in ſupport of the ſame; and finiſhes 
© his examination without the ſlighteſt interruption 
© from the Court; but the moment I began his croſs- 
© examination, and at the ' firſt queſtion J aſked, the 
© whole Court was in an uproar; Jaunching out into 
© the ſame vehemence of conduct and expreſſion which 
© they had done during the examination of my Wit- 
© nefles, with only this remarkable difference, that in- 
© ſtead of forcing him to anſwer in the moſt decided 


© manner, without the ſmalleſt time for recollection, 


© every queſtion that was put, they told him, from all 
< parts of the table, that they would not anſwer it were 
© they in his place; accepted any kind of anſwer he 
© choſe to give, how evaſive ſoever; and, to crown all, 
< pointed out to him the manner of anſwering almoſt 
© every queſtion. - | | | 
On Wedneſday, February 22d, in my croſs-exami- 
© nation of the above Witneſs, I propoſed a queſtion, 
© which, tending to a ſpecific point, the Court conſi- 
< dered as leading, and after clearing the Court, direc- 
© ted me to put in a manner more pleaſing to themſelves, 
© which in fact made it quite different. The Witneſs 
© anſwered this in a very artful way, and one which 
< was entirely calculated to make Captain Wilkinſon ap- 
© pear ridiculous, and not to criminate the Priſoner, 
© The Court was much hurt at this; and ſeemed to 
© think I had put the queſtion for the ſole purpoſe 
© of injuring Captain Wilkinſon ; on which I reminded 


© them, the queſtion was framed by themſelves, and 


© declared on my honor, and my oath, that I had no 
© intention to bring out any thing relating to Captain 
© WVilkinſon, nor would his name have appeared, had the 
© queſtion been aſked as I propoſed it. Lieutenant 
© Urquhart, however, not content, roſe and ſaid, that 
% Major Browne's meaning in putting that queſtion 
cc was very obvious. He had ſaid ſoon after the trial 
© began, that he was glad Captain Miltinſon appeared 
cc ridiculous, and he hoped to ſee him appear more ſo 
©« in the courſe of the proceedings; his intention is 
% now nothing elſe but to make Captain Wilkinſon ap- 
& pear as ridiculous as he ſaid he hoped he would.“ 

© Stung at my words being doubted, much more when 


© ſolemnly given on my honor and my oath, I ſaid, 


© though with perfect coolneſs both of manner and voice, 
© that ** I made no doubt, Mr. Urquhart would forget 
cc no circumſtance that could criminate me.“ 

Upon this the Court was cleared, and on it's opening 
© again, I was ordered into arreſt, —Lieutenant Urquhart 
even miſrepreſented what he repeated, for I never had 
ſaid, ** I was glad” —or that“ I hoped” but on] 
upon one occaſion, had allawed, that Captain IV i lkinſon 
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pear more ſo during the courſe of the trial. 

© The day after, viz. Thurſday 23d February, on the 
Court being aſſembled, I requeſted Jeave to read a 
paper, in which there was a periect explanation of my 
conduct, and particularly of that part which was the 
cauſe of my being put under arreſt by the Court Mar- 
tial. My anſwer to Lieutenant Urqunart having been 
only a defence from a perſonal attack, which could ne- 
ver have happened, had the Pre ſident interfered to make 
Lieutenant Urquhart behave with the reſpect due to my 


that Court Martial. But I was early interrupted in 
reading that paper; the Court declaring it was an ar- 
raiznment of the whole Court Martial. 

I had further reaſon to conſider myſelf not treated 
with proper reſpect by the Court on the preceding day. 
A few minutes before the converſation paſſed between 
Lieutenant Urquhart and me, which occaſioned my be- 
ing ordered into arreſt, on propoſing my firſt queſtion 
in the croſs- examination of Major Sladden, the Priſoner 
roſe from his ſeat, called to Major Sladden, and ſaid, 
c do not anſwer that queſtion, Major Sladden. — Then 
« turning to me ſaid, We are not trying you, Sir,” And 
© on my anſwering with a ſmile, “ I know that very 
ell; but however you may forget it, this Court are 
ce trying you.“ He replicd, “ not z:t ; but you ſhall be tied.“ 
© — Theſe expreſſions, ſo menacing to me, and fo high- 
ly inſulting, as 1 ſhould have ſuppoſed, to the Court, 
were only noticed by a laugh from them. He ſeemed 
alſo to be acquainted with future events, as a very ſhort 
time ſaw me under arreſt, in conſequence of an unpro- 
voked inſult ſrom one of his intimate friends, 
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appeared ridiculous, and ſaid he would probably ap- 


rank in the Army, and my fituation as Proſecutor at 
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« differcut topics, | | 


© In ſhort, the conduct of the whole Court, but more 


© particularly of Licutenant Urquhart, and the Priſoner, 


© had roſe to ſuch a height of inſult, that had I not acted 
© with ſome degree of ſpirit, I ſhould have expected 


every man to ſpit in my face as I wajked the ſtreets.— 


© In this dilemma what could I do ?—l wiſhed to reſpect 
© the Court, and had been long ſubmiſſive; but I reſpet- 
© ed alſo myſelf, The Court forgot their own dignity 
© long before I did. When they allowed the Priſoner to 


© aſſume their ſtile, and uſurp their authority, then, I 
© own, I thought them degraded, | 


* The. following General Orders appeared on the 


23d of February, 


GeneraPs Orders, St. John's, 23d February. 
& As the General Court Martial have put Major Browne 
6 of the 67th Regiment under an arreſt, all Reports of the 
«© Regiment to be made to Majer Sladden, the eldeſt Captain. 
(Signed) « THOMAS SHIRLEY. 
& To Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, b6th Regiment.” 
On Friday, February 24th, I remarked to the Preſt- 


© dent, the different conduct obſerved to the Priſoner's 


* Witneſſes, and thoſe for the Proſecution, His were 
now allowed to remain up ſtairs in an adjoining room; 
* whereas, when Surgeon Dillon was walking with me one 
© day, down ſtairs, Lieutenant Urquhart had come down 
© by order of the Preſident, and in the molt abrupt man- 
© ner defired him to leave the Court-houſe directly. C 
© lonel Forſter then obſerved, that they could not notice 
© What was done out of the room where they ſat, for the 
Court extended no farther, I then demanded why he 
had ſent Lieutenant Urquhart on ſuch a meſſage, He 
* ſeeming to have forgot it, Lieutenant Urquhart roſe and 
© faid, that he had gone on ſuch a meſſage, and it was by 
© the Preſident's expreſs directions. On which I per- 
© ſiſted in deſiring that the ſame degree of ſuſpicous con- 
duct might be preſerved to the Priſoner's Witneſſes as 


© thoſe for the Proſecution ; Lieutenant Urquhart having 


* acknowleged, that in his conduct, he had only followed 
© the directions of the Court, On this he roſe, and c ul. 


_ © ing the attention of the Preſident with great heat, 


© ſaid, . Mr, Preſident, I beg leave to ſay a few words 
« Major Browne has taken a liberty with my charac- 
& ter, in conſequence of the protection he receives from 
& the Court, by being under arreſt, which at another 
© time he would not have dared to have done. As he is 
protected from my chaſtiſement, I beg I may be pro- 
5 tected from his inſolence.“ 

Though I was prepared for any attack, however 
© violent, yet this, I confeſs, ſo totally unprovoked, 
© ſurprized me; but, notwithſtanding, was ſcarcely no- 


© ticed by the Preſident, Finding this to be the caſe, 
© and having then the ſtrongeſt claim, ſrom being a Pri- 


© ſoner, to take notice of every thing for my own de- 
« fence, I requeſted that his words might be entered by 


the Judge Advocate on the Minutes; as every expret- 


„ fion which could tend to criminate me was entered 
© there, This the Court peremptorily and violently re- 
© fuſed; and Captain Smith turning round to me ſaid, 
&« Dz you think we will go and get ourſelves into a ſcrape f”? 
© I truſt the partiality and injuſtice of this conduct needs 


no comment. 
© I freely grant, that from this time their behaviour was 


© more guarded, and leſs glaringly partial; but this I. 


find was owing to my being in arreſt ; and from that, 
„their evidently fearing an arraignmemt of their ova 
conduct; for Licutenaut Lockhart of the goth Regiment, 
© told Enjign Heard of the 67th, that the Court would 
© not have permitted me to aik ſo many queſtions as L 


« did, in eroſs-· examining the Priſoner's Witneſſes, had 


I not been under an arrcit, 

Having diſcovered by an unguarded expreſſion of 
© Captain Miltinſan's, while under examination, that he 
© knew ſome of the evidence that had been given in 
© Court, I proceeded to ſcrutinize pretty deeply into the 
perſons who were his authors. He remained heſitating 
for ſome time, *ti!l ſome of the Members, thinking 
their names would come out with leſs propriety fron 
the Witneſs, avowed themſelves to have been. the 
authors; declaring, there was no impropriety in giy - 
ing ſueh inſormation ;—if fo, what can be ſaid for the 
frequent enquiries into every thing that paſſed between 
my Witneſles and me, the cautions I have received, 
and the cenſurcs upon ſuſpicion? I cannot but obſerve, 
the Priſoner ſhewed bad policy in having any commu- 
nication with his Witneſſes during examipation, as he 
had friends who where above cenſure. But this cir— 
cumſtance ſhews very clearly the nature of the inter- 
courſe between the Pritoner's party, and the lembers 
of the Court Martial; and that their converſation was. 
not reſtricted by any partial rules, or Conuncd to in- 


in 
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© In cr ofs-examining the Priſoner's Witneſſes, tho' 
the Court, in a great meaſure, reſtrained them- 
ſelves from that groſs interruption which they had 
formerly given me, I could ſcarcely aſk a queſtion 
which did not produce ſome ſigns of contempt, diſguſt 
wearineſs, or diſpleaſure. The Priſoner had the ſame 
double advantage here, which he poſſeſſed . a. the 
Proſecution, of twice examining a Witneſs ; regularly 
in his own perſon, and irregularly, through the 
mouihs of the Court; as during the examination of 
the Witneſſes againſt him he aimed, by this means, 
whenever they appeared clear and deciſive, at confu- 
ſing them; ſo now, when his Witneſſes began to faul- 
ter, an artful queſtion COT IO in, ſerved often 
to reſtore them to the recollection he wiſhed ;—or, if it 
ſcemed likely to fail, hints from the Court, either ob- 
lique or direct, as was neceſſary, generally compleated 
the buſineſs. 

© Having concluded his Defence, the Court permitted 
me to reply; granting alſo the Priſoner a rejoinder, 
In examining Witneſſes to my own vindication, and 
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had taken, I was forced to introduce, I grant they 
allowed me to aſk many queſtions which they had 
before refuſed, but which favor I cannot help again 
remarking, was not owing to a ſenſe of juſtice, or the 
evident propriety of permitting me to combat the 
Priſoner's aſlertions and evidence, but from the beſt 
authority, wholly and ſolely to my being in arreſt. 

© On Friday the 3d of March, being the day before 
the proceedings on both ſides were finally cloſed, the 
uſual party, not only met at Ford's Tavern, in the 
moſt public part of the town, but had the Regimental 
Band down early in the afternoon z and commenced 
a ſcene of riot, which ſeemed more like the diſor- 
derly joy of a mob at the ſucceſsful iſſue of a con- 
teſted election, than the manly gravity, cool dignity, 
and unbiaſſed integrity, which ſhould characterize the 
demeanor of every officer who is called to the ardu- 
ous taſk of deciding on the honor and reputation of 
others, and of maintaining the diſcipline, ſubordina- 
tion, and reſpectability of the Britiſh ſervice and 
army. 

6 Thu days after the conduct above-mentioned of 
Lieutenant Urquhart, I met Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
in the ſtreets ;—on my noticing to him the manner 
in which that Officer had behaved, he reprobated it in 
the higheſt degree; informed me alſo, that he had 
ſpoken his ſentiments on the ſubject to Captain Ur- 
quhart, Lieutenant Urquhart's brother, who perfectly 
agreed with him in its impropriety ; and declared, 
that his brother had acted entirely without his coun- 
tenance or concurrence. | | 

Here then are ſcen, his own brother, and the Pre- 
fident of the Court (both equally witneſſes with my- 
ſelf of the tranſactions, and one of them, ſurely a 
partial.cne) diſclaiming, and ſtrongly diſapproving his 
conduct ; notwithſtanding which, the laſt mentioned 
ofticer, authorized by his rank to command, and by 
his ſituation to reprchend, wanted either candour or 
firmneſs ſuffcient to exert the power lodged incon- 
trovertibly in his hands, or adminiſter that impartial 
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ciſe of which was highly eſſential to his own ho- 
nor. 

I cannot but obſcrve, that although the ſollowing 
© queſtion—** Have you kept company with the Pri- 
ſoner, ſince his ſpeaking in the manner you men- 
tion?“ or ſome ſimilar one, was conſtantly put by 
© the Court to the Witneſſes for the Proſecution, evi- 
* dently in order to lighten the colour of the Priſoner's 
* guilt, ſeveral Members of the Court, previous to 
* the trial, actually attemptcd to perſuade thoſe very 
officers to viſit him; thus hoping, under the maſk of 
diſintereſted - perſons, to lead them into a dilemma, 
which they themſelves would be ready to take ad- 
vantage of, for the ruin of my Profecuticn ; and it 
cannot be thought at all improbable, that the refuſals 
they received, might have irritated them to that hard- 
nets of language held out during the reſpective exa— 
minations of my Witneſſes. 
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* Leing now a Priſoner myſelf, by order of the Ge— | 


nere! Court Martial, I have little reaſon to expect my 
conduct, during the Proſecution, will appear in a fa- 
vourable light ;—and indecd, how can it be expected, 
as they admitted nothing on their Minutes but what 
they /i#ed; and liked nothing but what was unfavour— 
able to me, I have been charged with inveteracy. 
If, in the firſt inſtance, carrying on a proſecution 
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ſome new points, which, from the range the Priſoner - 
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juſtice which my fituation claimed, and the exer- 
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mentary indignation at groundleſs ealumnies, and 
the inſolence of protected abuſe, moderated, however, 


by a deference for the Court, can either of them be 


ſo called then I acknowledge myſelf guilty of it; 
— but it is ſuch an inveteracy that, as a man, or 4 
ſoldicr, I ſhall never be able to avoid feeling; or feel- 
ing, to avoid diſcovering. If this is not a ſufficient 
explanation, I ſhall add, that it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary ſor my own honor, and the ſupport of diſci- 
pline, after having ordered an officer into arreſt in the 
face of a violent oppoſing party, for crimes affecting 
both—to exert the moſt ſtrenuous ability in ſupport- 
ing my charges. The Priſoner defended himſelf by 
continually ſhifting his ground, as beſt ſuited his pur- 
poſe, from my public, to my private conduct; and 
conſequently, in all parts of the Proſecution, my 
vindication, both in the one charadter, and in the 
other, were intimately blended with his crimination. 

© Independent of the Priſoner's well warranted de- 
claration in Court, that I ſhould be tried, the event 
of the Court Martial was fo well known, during its 
ſitting, that it was publicly and confidentially ru- 
mourcd, that Captain Hedges would certainly bring me 
to a Court Martial, I his circumſtance alone is 
amply ſufficient to juſtify every degree of ſtrictneſs I 


could uſe in the Proſecution ; being confident, that 


if his conduct was approved, mine, which I truſt ever 
has been the reverſe, muſt be condemned, | 
On mature deliberation on what had paſſed between 
the Court and myſelf, I refolved to offer them an 
apology, I did not, nor do I now admit, that their 
behaviour entitled them to it ; however, I determined 
to make this ſacrifice, rather than contend fingly with 
an hoſt of enemics. They told me it was in vain— 
my conduct muſt be repreſented to his Majeſty 
they /amented that no opening remained. My apo- 
logy could neither be heard, entered, or noticed on 
the Minutes, | | 

* Admitting my behaviour before them to have been 


as extraordinary as it appears on the Minutes, from 


their exaggerated ** their power 
to be unqueſtioned, and an Article of War decidedly 
againſt me what more could they deſire than an 
apology? An apology has been offered, and has been 
refuſed. If, prior to that offer, I clearly had per- 
ceived, from the whole tenor of their conduct, that 
their ſole view was to coaleſce with a party in the 
Regiment under my command, for the purpoſe of 
wreſting the command of it from me, I am ready to 
ſubmit, whether the reſult has not ſufficiently juſtified 
my ſuſpicions, 


I have now only to notice an extraordinary idea 


held out to the Witneſſes, officers in the Regiment, 
by the Members of this Court Martial, That a 
Commanding Officer, when off parade, is a private 
gentleman ; and that, though he may aſſume his 
command whenever he thinks proper, it ceaſes in the 
interim from morning to evening parade. —Abſurd as 
this' appears on the face of it, it is more remarkably - 
ſo, as there is an expreſs Article of War againſt de- 
manding private ſatisfaction, If then, officers are at 
liberty, except on parade, to uſe the moſt inſulting ex- 
preſſions, and traduce the character of their Command- 
ing Officer in the groſſeſt manner, and without being 
able to aſſign any reaſon whatever, except that of 
diſapprobation to his military conduct, which ſo often 
riſ's in the minds of inferior officers, againſt thoſe 
who maintain and enforce diſcipline and ſubordina— 
tion—and then be allowed to evade the cognizance of 
a Court Martial, by calling their behaviour pri- 
vate? | 

I fubmit to his Majcity's gracious. conſideration, 
how far ſuch conduct, being thus gloſſed over, tends 
to overturn the diſcipline of the army; for, according 
to this argument, a Commanding Officer will inevi- 
tably be foiled, in attempting public ſatisfaction ; and 


by attempting private, he mult Joſe his commiſſion. 


6 beg leave to ſubmit alſo, to his Majeſty's like 
gracious conſideration, how far a Court Martial, con- 
ſiſting, the Preſident excepted, of Captains and Sub- 
al:erns, have power to order a Field Officer into ar- 
reft, or deprive me of that command his Majeſty has 
intruſted me with; or how far the ſervice may be 
benefited by the admiſſion of ſuch conduct? | 

* Being born and bred in the ſervice ; having borne 
fer ſeventeen years his Majeſty's Commiſſions (my 
firſt Commiſſion, as a Cornet in the 14th Light Dra- 
goons, bearing date 23d May, 1769)—having alſo 
xpended four thouſand fix hundred pounds of my 
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with vigour, which 1 conceived 1 had begun with 


5 3 i private fortune, in the purchaſe of my preſent rank ; 
jullice—or, if in the lecond, betraying at times a mo- 


my father, the late Honourable Celanel Browne, after 
| * ſerving 
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c ſerving ſeven and twenty years, having died in the 
© army—my father-in-law alſo being the preſent Com- 
© mander in Chief of his Majeſty's ſquadron on this 
6 ſtation— will, I truſt, be conſidered as ſtrong claims, 
© and entitling me at leaſt to a decent and impartial 
© hearing, even were my complaints of a private na- 
- © ture; dut more eſpecially, as I am at preſent princi- 

< pally engaged in ſupport of that ſervice, which has 
© employed my life, and to which I poſſeſs the moſt 
© zealous attachment. | | 
I ſhall not heſitate in calling on every General and 
Field Officer under whom I have ſerved ; truſting, 
they will bear teſtimony to the uniform 8 of 
© my conduct in the different ranks of Subaltern, Cap- 
© tain, and Field Officer. 


I ſhall finally notice the indignities I have ſuffered ; 


© the aſperſions caſt on my private character, provoked 
© by the firmneſs (not tinctured I hope with illiberality) 
© of my Military command—the abuſive language re- 
© ceived by me, from many Members of the Court, and 
© from the Priſoner, in their preſence, and under the 
© ſanCtion of their ſmile—the command of the Regiment 


© publicly taken from me, ſerving and intended to dil- * 


grace me in the eyes of the meaneſt ſoldier—the ofh- 
cers who, in ſpite of every oppoſition, ſtepped forward 
© to maintain the cauſe of diſcipline and their Com- 
© manding Officer, dejected, diſpirited, and left alone to 
© combat the exertions of a formidable and ſuperior 
< party, that will not heſitate ſtill more to lower and 
< depreſs them; injured materially in my private for- 
tune by the extraordinary expence entailed on me by 
< this buſineſs; obliged to ſail at a moment's warning 
© for Europe, and leave my family behind me, to follow 
cas circumſtances may admit; while the Priſoner, on 
© the other hand, riots in diſſipation, living conſtantly 
© with his Judges, the Band of the Regiment attending 
© him every day after dinner, as if to proclaim his vic- 
© tory :—when theſe are enumerated, together with the 
© length of time I ſhall be under arreſt, I make no doubt 
© ſufficient ground will appear for moſt humbly requeſt- 
8 ing his Majeſty that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
= 
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era General Court Martial to aſſemble for my trial; 
making no doubt it will be compoſed of officers, bear- 
ing high rank and reputation in the ſervice; totally 
unconnected either with myſelf, or the Proſecutors; 
unbiaſſed by prejudice or popular report, and determi- 
ned to adminiſter 22 inflexibly; before whom, I 
may venture to re 
ordination, and an ardent zeal for diſcipline, diſcover- 
ed perhaps in the narrow ſphere of a Regimental Com- 
mand inſtead of creating prejudice and contempt, 
may, in ſome meaſure, gain reſpect ; and convince the 
officers, with whom it is now my fate to be concerned, 
that before ſuch judges, qualities like theſe, may pro- 
© te, — but never ſhall injure ! 


cc St. John's, Iſland of Antigua, March 17th, 1786. 
IX, | 
did myſelf the honor of writing to you on the 15th in- 
&« fant ; but having been ſince informed, that the General 
« Court Martial, of which Lieutenant Colonel Forſter is 
« Prefident, have prefered a long and ſeriaus complaint 


&« againſt me, in order to be laid by you before his Majeſty; 


I muſt requeſt your excuſe for again troubling you on the 
« ſame ſubject. | 
I truft ns deciſion will be formed upon any repreſenta- 
© tion the General Court Martial may make, as it muſt evi- 
« gently be dictated by prejudice ; they having, during their 
« proceedings, made themſelves a party with the gh ran 
« and, of courſe muſt find, that the vindication of their 
c conduct, wholly depends on the criminality or im- 
« propriety of mine. Now, Sir, all I demand, the only 
* fawour I requeſt, is, that a General Court Martial may 
« be ordered for my trial, compoſed of officers, high in rank 
and profeſſional knowledge; confident, that theſe parts 
„ my. conduct which appeared criminal in the eyes of a 
« Court, conſiſting equally of Captains, and Subalterns, 
„ may, in theirs, appear not only highly honorable to myſelf, 
and reſpectable to the ſervice, but ſecure me, in future, from 
« ſuch extraordinary and unexampled indignities, as well as 
receiving perfect reparation for thoſe I have ſuffered ; the 
* recolleftion of which can never fail to cauſe, in my mind, 
« the moſt painful ſenſations. | 

I am well aware of every danger and difficulty that can 
& attend a conteſt with thirteen officers, deriving reſpettability 
& from being a collective body; but my firſt ſupport is, that 
& they forfeited individually, what they acquired collectively; 
& and that their whole behaviour ſeemed to be pointed more at 
« (what they term) bumbling a Commanding Offcer, than 
that candid and ric inveſtigation of truth which, I expec- 
& td, wauld have been their ollject during the trial. 


aſſured, that a high ſenſe of ſub- 


cc 


I cannot but remark an idea, which was ecuntenanced by 


& the Members of this Court Martial, that the crimes with 
T: 


c 


Lal 


ſettled by the ſword, and were not cognizable by a HMene- 
ral Court Martial. T ſhall only obſerve, this is rather an 
extraordinary opinion to be avowed by a Court formed un- 
& der the authority of Martial Law, and ſiting for its ſup- 


66 port, excluſive of its being contradictory to the expreſs letter 
c 


— 
cc 


Lad 


* 


ce 7y, how efectually ſuch doctrine would ſubvert the diſcipline 
, the Army, and in a ſhort time deſtroy even its exiſtence. 
* Order, far from prevailing, would nit even be thought of, 
& were a Commanding Officer liable to anſwer with his life 
&« for every meaſure which he might think neceſſary to take, 
e or every order he might judge proper to iſſue for the good 
& of the ſervice, —The ideas of diſcipline and ſubordination in 
C every inferior officer, would be loft in thoſe of private feel- 
ing; and the propriety of Command, and of every branch 
& of Military knowledge, muſt give place to the ſcience of 
© Defence. Had I been weak enough to adapt this meaſure, 
I muſt alſo have given up that ſyſtem of Military diſcipline 
& which I have ever ſupported, and by riſquing my Commis 
& fron, as well as my Life, have proved myſelf equally iguo- 
& rant of my ſituation, as the principles of my profeſſion. 
„f the General Court Martial wiſhed to appear actu- 
© ated only by an earnt/t wiſh for the diſcipline and honor 
* of his Majeſty's ſervice, I cannot conceive they would have 
© acted by me in ſo vidlent a manner, A ſculd it nit have 
been more decent, moderate, and proper, for a Court, which 


* 


* 


** 


A 


« have repreſented any ſuppoſed inſult offered by me to them, 
& and waited his Majeſly's gracious determination previous 
& to their taking the extraordinary ſtep, of putting me 
© under an arreſt, thereby appearing totally regardlejs of 
&* the injury ſuch a meaſure muſt cauſe ts the diſcipline of 
&« the Le under my command, and to his Majeſty's 
& ſervice—particularly as the ſituation of the Regiment will 
% appear by this Court Martial ta have been ſuch, that they 
& ſhould rather have /upported, than depreſſed the Commiand- 
ing Officer ? but theſe were ſecondary conſiderations, when 
% put in competition with their private views of inſulting 
& me.—A Commanding Officer at all times is an object © 
& jealouſy, heightened in my caſe, by the term Martinet being 
© applied to my character. | 
have riſked my all in his Majeſty's ſervice, and the 
only favour I requeſt in return is, a candid enquiry into 
my conduct before officers, who, by their knowledge of the 


A 


A & 


cc 
c 


* ſervice, are competent to the deciſion. And I cannot but 


think his Majeſty will conſider the conduct of the General 
& Court Martial, in depriving me of that command with 
& which he had intruſted me, a matter of jo ſcricus a na- 
& ture, as to require the ſtricteſi inveſtigation, — 

« I ſhall only add the confidence I have in your laying 
my ſituation before his Majeſty, for his gracious conſidera- 
& tion, making no doubt [ ſhall receive that juſtice and honor= 
able ſupport from experienced officers, which has been de- 
& med me by the late Court Martial. 


«7 beg leave to Rea mes with great truth, 


5 


Lad 


& Your very obedient humble ſervant, 
| FJ. BROIW NE, 
. % Major 67th Regiment. 
& Right Hincrable Sir Geo. Young, Bart. | 
« Secretary at War, Cc. Tc. Cc.“ 


Lieutenant Colonel Forfler then called upon Lieutenant 


Donald Finucane of the 19th Regiment of Foot, who was 


ſworn and examined, | ; 

Q: Was he preſent in the Iſland of Antigua, when a 
General Court Martial, of which Lieutenant Colonel For. 
ter was Preſident, was held for the trial of Captain Robert 
Hedges, of the 65th Regiment, in the Months of Janu- 
ary, February, and March 1786? | 

A. He was, from the ſecond day of the trial, until 
Captain Hedges made his Defence. | 

N. B. The Witneſs afterwards explained, that he 
meant to include the whole time of Captain Hedges mak- 


ing his Defence. 


Q. Did he attend the Court Martial frequently ? 

A. He did. | 

Q. During ſuch his attendance, did he at any time 
obſerve any partiality or improper conduct in that 
Court? | 

A. To the beſt of his knowledge he did not, 

Q. What was the general tenor of Aar Browne's 
conduct before the Court? 

A. He cannot anſwer particular as to that, 

Q: Did he obſerve, on the ſecond day of the proceed - 


ings, Major Browne make an attack on Enſign nz, 


then ſitting in execution of his duty? 


3 | | A. Ile 


which the Priſoner was charged by me, ought to have been 


of that law. T only ſubmit to the conſideration of his Majeſ- 


cannot by the Articles of War decide on my conduct, to 
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A. He does not particularly remember on which day 
it happened, but Major Browne did make an attack on 
Enſign Murray. EEO SEP 
J. Does he remember the manner, geſture, and words 
uſed upon the occaſion ? 

A. The words, he cannot take upon himſelf now to 
relate. Major Browne ſeemed rather in a paſſion. 

Q. Does herecolle& Major Browne having made uſe of 
this afleveration—** By God”—in the preſence of the 
Court ? 

A. He does not recollect it. > AP 

Q. (By deſire of the Defendant, Major Browne)— 
Did the Witneſs, during the time he remained at Antigua, 
dine in company with Captain Hedges, the Priſoner, then 
under trial? | 

A. He does not remember he ever did. 

Q. Did he not dine conſtantly at the tavern where 
Lieutenant Colonel Forſier, and the Members of the Court 
Martial, were ſuppoſed to meſs? -2 

A. He dined there once only, by invitation. 
Q. Where did he, the Witneſs, meſs, whilſt he re- 
mained in the Ifland ? a, | 

A. At Gabb's Tavern. | 
Q.: Who compoſed that meſs ? | 
A. They were in the beginning but three, —Lieute- 
nant Cumine of the 42d Regiment, a Mr. Finucane, and 
the Witneſs. He had been about a fortnight in the 
Hand, when ſome of the Members of the Court Martial, 
who had meſſed at another tavern, made application to 
join their meſs; which was conſented to. The Witneſs 

lieves Lieutenant Colonel Forſſer was one of this num- 
der; but during the time he, the Witneſs, belonged to 
the meſs, dined there only once. Captain Hedges was 
never a member of the meſs, nor ever dined there. 

Qt. Can he recollect the other Members of the Court 
Martial, who belonged to that meſs ? 


A. Captain Ramſay of the zoth Regiment, —Lieute- 


rant Underwood, Lieutenant Heſſiburgh of the both 
Lieutenant Spicer of the Royal Artillery, and Captains 
Hamilton and Smith alſo of the Royal Artillery :—theſe 
are all which he recollects, but believes there may have 
been more ;—theſe ſometimes dined at. the meſs, and 
ſometimes dined out. | | 

. Does he know whether there was any other mi- 
litary meſs than that, at which he lived, formed in the 
town of St. John? L 
A. There was. 


Qi Does he know any of the perſons who compoſed 


that meſs ? | 
A. Lieutenant Lockhart, and Lieutenant Urquhart, 
with ſeveral others, whom he does not recollect. He 


believes Captain Wilkinſon of the 67th Regiment was 
done. | 


Q. On Captain Hedges obtaining his arreſt at large, 
did he not, with ſeveral officers of the 67th Regiment, 
live at that meſs ? | 
A. The Witneſs cannor ſay, as he dined there him- 

ſelf but once, or twice at the utmoſt, and Captain Hedges 
was not then there. | | 

Q. Were theſe perſons at the meſs, viz. Captain Will- 
inſon, Lieutenant Butler, Enſign Butler, and Enſign Murray 
of the 20th Regiment, a Member of the Court Martial? 
A. He does not remember Captain Wilkinſon being 
there ;—Lieutenant Butler, Enſign Butler, and Enſign 
Murray dined there when he dined there ;—certainly 
once; it may have been twice. 

- Q. Did he ever receive an invitation from Captain 
Heages to dine at that meſs ? | 


_ = He never did, nor any other invitation of any 
ind, 


Q. When he, the Witneſs, ſaid in a former part of 


his evidence, that Major Browne ſeemed to him rather 


in a paſſion, did he mean to convey to the Court an idea 


that Major Browne ſpoke with warmth, or that he was 


in a violent paſſion ? 


A. Not in a violent paſſion. | | 
Were the circumſtances, which gave occaſion to 
this warmth, ſuch as would probably have occaſioned 
him (the Witneſs) or any other officer, to deliver him- 
ſelf with equal warmth ? 
A. This is merely matter of opinion, and he hopes 


| the Court will not preſs him to anſwer the queſtion. 


Q. What was that, which he conſidered as an attack 
upon Enſign Murray, by Major Browne ? 
A. He means, ſpeaking pointedly to En/jgn Murray. 
Qi. Did not Major Browne addreſs himſelf to the Pre- 
ſident, and not to Enſign Murray; and did Major Browne 
mention En/ign Murray's name? © 

A. He does not remember that Major Browne men- 
tioned Enſign Murray's name, and the addreſs was to 


the FPreſident but what followed made it appear to 
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the Witneſs as an attack upon Enſign Murray: — this 


is his opinion. 
Q. What did follow that led the Witneſs to this 
concluſion? | f 

A. Enſign Murray got up to explain; and the De- 
ponent then ſuppoſed, as he does now, that it was an 
oblique attack upon Enſign Murray. 

Q. Did he hear any Member of the Court Martial 
make uſe of this arena By God”—in the 
Court? | | "A 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he never did. 

Q. Does he recolle& that Captain Hedges, on having 
obtained his arreſt at large, was expected to be in 
his barrack at eight o'clock at night 1 . 

A. He was not preſent when the Court Martial, as 


he underſtands, enlarged Captain Heages's ar:eſt, He 


cannot therefore ſpeak to this point from his own know- 
ledge; but he has learnt there was a reſtriction, though 
he cannot ſay to what hour exactly. 


Q. Does he not know, that nine or ten 2 after, 


Lieutenant Colonel Forſter diſpenſed with the reſtriction, 
and gave Captain Hedges an arreſt at large ? | 
A. He underſiands the Commander in Chief had 
done ſo. | | 
Q. Upon whoſe repreſentation ? 


A. As the Witneſs ſuppoſed, upon a repreſentation 


from the Court Martial. e 

Q. Was not Captain Hedges either that night, or the 
next night, at a public ball, and walking arm in 
arm with ſome Members of the Court Martial ? 

A. He met Captain Hedges at à public ball, but 


does not recollect the night, The Deponent did not 


ſee him walking arm in arm with any body but 


Mr. Burke, an officer upon half-pay. He might have 


done it, and the Witneſs not have obſerved it. Cap- 
_— was moſt part of the nizht with Mer. 
urke, 


Q. Was Mr. | Burke at the meſs at the time when 
Lieutenant Lockhart, Lieutenant Urquhart, and Enſign 


Muray, as he has mentioned, were preſent ? 
A. He believes he was. 


Q. Has he not ſeen Captain Hedges, during the 


trial, in conſtant familiarity with the greater number 
of the Members of that Court Martial; —ſuch as 
walking into Court, and out of Court, arm in arm 
with them, and through tie ſtreets ? 

A. When _ of the Mcmbers of the Court Martial 
met Captain Hedges, they generally aſked him how he 
did; as to any other familiarity he never noticed it. 

Q. During the time he attended the Court Martial, 


and remained in the Iſland, does he conceive that 


the Members of the Court Martial were as familiar 


with Major Browne as with Captain Hedges? 


A. He does not think they were. 


Q: Did he not perceive a ſtrong bias in the Mem- 


bers of the Court Martial? 

A. This is a matter of opinion; and as he has ſaid, 
in anſwer to a queſtion propoſed to him in the begin- 
ning of his examination, as much as he knows about it, 
he hopes he may be excuſed from anſwering this queſtion. 

It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till 
to-morrow, at eleven in the forenoon, 


TUESDAY, 14th Avucvsr, 1787. 


Tux CourT being afſembled purſuant to adjourn- 


ment, and conſiſting of the ſame Members as yeſferday, 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler mentioned to the Court, 
that upon conſulting with the other Members of the 


Court Martial holden in Antigua, who attend this 


trial, in ſupport of the complaint againſt Major Browne, 
he conceives, that his own teſtimony, as well as theirs, 
may be neceſſary upon ſome points; and therefore 


| ſubmitted, whether it may not be proper that he ſhould 


be ſworn, and give his evidence in the firit inſtance. 
during which th 0 


before any further progreſs was made in the trial. 
The Court entirely concurred in opinion, that if his 

teſtimony was to be received upon any points, it ſhould 

be in the firſt inſtance, and in the abſence of the other 


Members of the late Court Martial who attend in ſup- 


port of the charge; and that afterwards, they ſhould 
be ſeparately examined, as to any points whereon they 


could properly be heard, before any other Witneſſes 


were produced ;—and 


Lieutenant Colonel Forfler was thereupon ſworn, in 


order to his verifying, by his teſtimony, the facts ſtated 
in the report ſigned by him, and made in the name of 
the Court Martial to his Majeſty, reſpeQing the con- 
tempt of which they complain, as having been offered 
to them by Major Browne, bog ſuch other points whereon 

| hi 


ey ſhould withdraw; and afterwards, 
that they ſhould be ſeverally examined, as Witneſſes, 
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his teſtimony ſhould appear to this Court to be 


material and proper ;—and being ſo ſworn, he pro- 
ceeded moſt ſolemnly to declare, that neither parti- 
ality nor prejudice had influenced the proceedings of 
the Court Martial, With reſpect to himſelf he can 
ſpeak moſt poſitively, and as far as his obſervation ex- 
tended, with reſpect to the other Members; and he 
was entering upon an aſſeveration, with reſpect to the 


correctneſs of the Minutes, when an objection was 


taken by Major Browne to Lieutenant Colonel Forfler's 


giving teſtimony, or being examined as a Witneſs, 


upon points, the evidence on which muſt evidently tend 
to exculpate or criminate himſelf :—and Major Browne 
the rather urged the objection upon this ground—that 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler being already pledged to the 
regularity and propriety of the proceedings of the Court 
Martial whereof he was Preſident, his evidence can 


| only be ſuppoſed to bear on one fide, as it muſt un- 


queſtionably be exculpatory of the conduct of the 
Court, and conſequently muſt tend to criminate Major 
Brawne, who is charged with having injuriouſly miſre- 


| preſented the conduct of that Court. 


The parties having withdrawn, this Court took the 
matter into conſideration ;z and after duly conſidering 
thereon, was clearly of opinion that the objection 
taken by Major Browne was valid; and that Lieutenant 
Colonel Forſier ought not to be examined, or be per- 
mitted to give teſtimony, upon points which tend 


either to criminate or exculpate himſelf, 


Upon this determination of the Court being pro- 
mulged, with an intimation that the like objection 
would extend to any other Members of the Court 


Martial being examined, or giving teſtimony on ſimi- 


lar points, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, after conferring 
fhortly with the other Officers who attended in ſupport 
of the Proſecution, informed the Court, that they en- 
tirely acquieſced in the opinion of the Court, and 
that they ſhould not offer their own teſtimony upon 


any of the matters in queſtion, 


Lieutenant Donald Finucane, the Witneſs who was 
before the Court yeſterday, was then called, and 


Major Browne proceeding in his examination, defired 


in the firſt place, after apologizing for preſſing upon 
the Witneſs's delicacy in a matter of opinion, that he 
way be required to give an anſwer to the queſtion 
Propoſed to him immediately before the adjournment 
of the Court, namely—whether he did not perceive a 
ſtrong bias in the Members of the Court Martial 
holden in Antigua upon the trial of Captain Hedges ? 
The Witneſs, from whom alone the objection to 
the queſtion had been ſuggeſted, as reſting intirely upon 
bis private opinion, no longer objecting, anſwered, 
that in his opinion there was no bias in the Court, 
Did he obſerve the Witneſſes produced in ſupport 


of the Proſecution treated with the ſame coolneſs and 


with the ſame delicacy which has been obſerved towards 


him on this trial ? 
A. Much in the ſame way. There were ſeveral more 


queſtions aſked by the Members of that Court than has 


been aſ:ed of the Witneſs by the Members of this 


Court, 
Were the queſtions, which he obſerved, from 


Members of the Court, regularly put through the Pre- 
ſident, or the Judge Advocate; or by ſeveral Members 


immediately to the Witnels at the ſame time ? 


A. During his attendance at the trial he obſerved, 


whenever a Member wiſhed to put a queſtion he wrote, 


it down on paper, and handed it to the Preſident, 
who gave it the Judge Advocate, that he might tran- 


ſcribe it and aſk it. | 
Q. Did he obſerve that line of conduct preſerved 


towards the Witneſſes without deviation ? 
A. In general, 


Being deſired to explain what he means by the term, 


© in general,” a | 
Anſwered, he means it happened once, or, he be- 


lieves, twice—not more than twice, that a Member 
attempted. to aſk a queſtion without conſulting the Pre- 
ſident or Judge Advocate, but was corrected by both. 
. Does be abſolutely aſſert it only happened once 


or twice? | f 
A. He ſpeaks to the beſt of his recollection and 


knowledge. 


Q. Was he (the Deponent) in Court during the | 


examination of the Witneſs who was firſt produced in 
ſupport of the Proſecution, namely, Surgeon Dillon 
A. Towards the concluſion of his examination, he 


Was. 
( Was he in Court during the examination of 
Adjutant Stewart? 

A. Ycs, moſt part of the time. 
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; 


Q. Did the Proſecutor, Major Browne, propoſe any 
queition to that Witneſs on which the Court did not 
interpoſe ſeven or eight queſtions of their own ? 


A. The Court often propoſed queſtions to the Wit- 


nels to explain matters, the number of which the De- 
ponent cannot mention. 

: Did not the Court examine many of the Wit- 
neſſes in ſupport of the Proſecution, for days, before 
they permitted Major Browne to propoſe a ſingle 


queſtion ? | | 
A. The Witneſs never was preſent when the Court 


did any ſuch thing. It might have happened, but it 
never came to his knowledge. x 


Q. Was he in Court when any Witneſſes were exa- 


\ 


mined in ſupport of the Defence ? 


A. He was, 
Q. Can he recolle& the names of the Witneſſes in 


ſupport of the Defence, at whoſe examination he was 
preſent, or' the number of them ? : 


A. He.was preſent during the greateſt part of the 


examination of Major Sladden ; of one of the Mr. Butlers 
—is not ſure which; and, he believes, of one or two 
more, whom he does not now recollect. 
Was a ſimilar conduct obſerved towards the Wit- 

neſſes for the Proſecution, as to thoſe whom he heard 
examined in ſupport of the Defence ? | 

A. He did not ſee much difference. 

Q. Did he ſee any difference? and, if he did, he is 
deſired to explain wherein it conſiſted ? 

A, Major Browne was often ſlopped from putting 


- queſtions to the Witneſſes which the Court thought 


improper. | 
Q. Was that the only difference he obſerved ? 
A. He was preſent at no other; but he ek, 


the Court checked Surgeon Dillon in the early part o 


his evidence, | 
Q. Did he obſerve the ſame delicacy and * | 


held out towards the Witneſſes in ſupport of the Pro- 
ſecution, as to thoſe produced in the Defence ? 

A. Very nearly the ſame, 

Q. What difference did he obſerve ? 

A. He believes Major Sladden, when he mentioned 
the number of years he had been in the ſervice, was 
aſked to fit down, | | 

Q. Did he obſerve any other, except the above-men- 
tioned inſtance of Surgeon Dillon ? | 


A. He obſerved no other. | 
Q. Does he mean, that the Court were ſurpriſed 


at the length of time Major Sladden was in the ſervice, 


from having been ignorant of it before ? 

A. He cannot ſay whether they knew it or not. 

Q. Did the Court pay that reſpect, protection, and 
attention to Major Browne, they did to the Priſoner 
then under trial? 

A. When he was preſent, the Court were generally 
endeavouring to confine Major Browne to the matter 
then before them ; upon which there were ſeveral un- 
pleaſant explanations. 

Q. Does he mean by this, that the matter to which 
the Court wiſhed to confine Major Browne, was that 


on which Aajor Browne himſelf wiſhed to ground his 


Proſecution ? 


A. He cannot ſay, not knowing whereon Major 8 


Browne wiſhed to ground his Proſecution. 

Q. Does he not know Major Browne was prevented 
by the Court, previous to the examination of any Wit- 
neſſes, from carrying on his Proſecution as he thought 


proper ? | | 
A. Yes. He remembers the Court would not 


permit him to go further back than a certain number 


of years; and that then Major Browne was obliged to 
make an alteration in his Narrative, as he termed it. 
Q. Was it a certain number of years, or a certain 
number of weeks, to which the Court reſtricted the 
Proſecution ? 

A. Years, to the very beſt of his knowledge; there 
might have been ſome other reſtrictions, but he was 
not preſent when it happened, ; 

Q. Can he particularize the number of years, to 
which Major Browne was reſtricted ? 

A. He is not certain, whether it was two, three, 
or four, | | 

Q. Is he certain it was a number of years ? 

A. He ſpeaks to the belt of his knowledge and re- 
collection. f 

Q. Did the unpleaſant explanations, mentioned in the 
former part of his evidence, take place from the Court 
wiſhing to reſtrict Major Browne to the ſtating of the 
particulars, on which he grounded his Profecution 
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A. As he does not know on what Major Browne 
grounded his Proſecution, he can only anſwer the firſt 
part of the queſtion, namely, that they generally hap- 


ned from reſtricting Major Browne. 
os Did the CT in the ſlighteſt manner, reſtrict 


the Priſoner in his written Defence, or in his exami- 


nation of the Witneſles ? : 

A. He ſaw the Court ſtop the Priſoner twice, or 
thrice, from propoſing irregular queſtions. In his writ- 
ten Defence, to the beſt of his recollection, the Priſoner 
was not checked—the Wineſs means to ſpeak of the 
concluſion of the Nefence, which was reduced into 
writing. 62 | 5 

Q. Was the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, checked in any 

art of his written defence, which was given into Courc ? 

A. He believes not. | 

. What does he mean by the irregular queſtions 
in which the Priſoner was checked ?—did this check 
conſiſt in not letting him propoſe a queſtion till the Pro- 
ſecutor had finiſhed the evidence, or in what elſe did it 
conſiſt ? | 

A. He believes it happened on account of the hurry, 
in which the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, was to examine 
the Witneltes, EY 

Q Were not queſtions prevented being propoſed by 
the Proſecutor, which were admitted at once, when pro- 
poſed by the Priſoner ? | 8 | 

A. He does not remember when Major Browne, the 
Proſecutor, was checked for putting any irregular queſ- 
tian that the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, was allowed to 
put a queſtion of the ſame tendency, from which Major 
Browne had been reſtricted. 

Q. Did the Witneſs take down notes of what paſſed 
in Court; and can he ſpeak poſitively and with pre- 
ciſion? : | 

A. He never took down any notes ; he ſpeaks to the 
beſt of his knowledge and recollection. 

Q Was he not in intimacy with all the Members, 
or the greater number of them, who compoſed the 
Court Martial ; and was he not entirely unknown to 


Major Browne. 


A. To the beſt of his knowledge, he never ſaw any 


of the Members who compoſed that Court Martial 
previous to his coming on the Ifland—except Captain 
Ramſay of the zoth, Captain Pictet of the Goth, and 
Lieutenant Underwood of the 66th, —The other officers 
he had never ſeen before ; but after his being introduced 
to them, was on a footing of intimacy with them. — 


He never ſaw Major Browne, to the beſt of his know- 


ledge, before he came on the Iſland. He was introduced 


to him by Sir Richard Hughes. He cannot ſay he was 


intimate with him. 
Q: Was there any further intimacy than a bare in- 


troduction? 


once at Major 


A. He had the honor of 1 ory 
ir Richard Hughes 


Brawne's houſe, by the invitation of 
——no further. 

Q. Did any Member or Members of the Court Mar- 
tial repreſent Major Browne to the Witneſs, as an in- 
Famous, ſcandalous, cruel, tyrannical, damned Com- 
.manding Officer; or in any manner that could poſſibly 
tend to injure Major Browne in his, the Witneſſes's 
opinion ? BA 

A. In ſeveral converſations which he had with many 


_ efficers, he underſtood, that Major Browne was a very | 


unpleaſant, ſtrict, Commanding Officer: the words 
-which are ſtated in the queſtion, to the beſt of his recol- 


lection, he never heard, except the word, cruel. 


Notice being taken by the Court, that the queſtion 


propoſed to him reſpected Members of the Court Martial, 
whereas his anſwer mentions only many officers in general; 


the Witneſs explained, that no Member of the Court 
Martial had made uſe of any of the expreſlions ſtated in 
the queſtion reſpecting Major Browne, nor ſpoken of 


him in any manner, which might tend to injure him in 


itneſs's opinion, 
Q. Has the Witneſs been in company with Lizute- 


nant Colonel Forſter, Captain Ramſay, Lieutenant Urquhart, 


and Lieutenant Lockhart, ſince he delivered his evi- 
_ e or had any converſation with either of 
them | | 

A. He has not been in company with either of them, 
except Captain Ramſay, with whom he ſupped laſt night, 
together with three other Gentlemen ; and no conver- 
fation relative to the Court Martial ever took place 


during that time. 


A former queſtion was repeated, as not having re- 


- ceived a direct anſwer, viz. 


Q. Did the Court pay the ſame reſpect, protection, 
and attention to Major Browne, which they did to the 


- - Priſoner then under trial? 


| the Court, 


A. He thinks they always did, except in the inſtan- 


ces he has already mentioned. 


Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler,) Was 
Adjutant Stewart, during the time of his examination, 
permitted to fit down in Court ? 

A. He was, on account of his health. | 

Q. Was Major Browne himſelf accomodated with a 


ſeat, and every other conveniency requeſted ?. 


A. He believes he was. | 

Q. Was due reſpect paid to Major Browne, by the 
Members of the Court Martial, during the trial ? 

A. Yes, inevery inſtance, except what he has already 
mentioned regarding the unpleaſant explanations. 

Q, NY was the meeting with Captain Ramſay laſt 
night | | | 

A. At George's Coffee Houſe, 

Q. Was it by appointment or accidental ? 

A. Accidental, | 

Q. Was Major Browne's conduct and behaviour in 
general as reſpectful towards the Court, as that of Cap- 
tain Hedges ? | ; 

A. In two or three inſtances Major Browne ſpoke ra- 
ther warmly to the Court. : | 

Q. Did Major Browne, at any time when he was pre- 


- ſent, make an attack on Lieutenant Urquoart, a Member 


of the Court? 

A. He did. | 

Being deſired to relate what he knows of it, he de- 
poſed, that on Major Browne mentioning the name of 
3 Iikinſon of the 67th Regiment, Lieutenant Ur- 
gubart roſe and ſpoke to him; ſome words then took 
place between them, and Major Browne, to the beſt of 
his recollection, ſaid, “ I dare ſay, Mr. Urguhart would 
„ be happy to remember any thing which might tend - 
© to criminate me,” or words to that effect. 

Q: Did Lieutenant Urquhart addreſs the Preſident and 
Court, when he mentioned the circumſtance with regard 
to Captain Wilkinſon, or was his addreſs perſonal. to Me — 
jor Browne? © | 

A. He addreſſed the Preſident of the Court, but 
mentioned Major Browne's name. F 

Q.: Was Major Browne heated when he mentioned 
Lieutenant Urquhart's name? | | 

A. He appeared to be ſo. | 

Q. Did Captain Hedges ever expreſs himſelf warmly 
to the Court? . 

A. Never to the Court. 

. Did Captain Hedges ever expreſs himſelf warmly 
in Court to any other perſon ? — 

A. Yes, he did to Major Browne once. 

Qt. Upon what occaſion? 
A. He does not remember the particular occaſion. 

Q. Was it in reply to any expreſſion made uſe of 
by Major Browne, to Captain Hedges ? NY 

A. He muſt ſay again, that he does not remember 
the occaſion. | 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) was not Adjutant 
Stewart in ſuch a ſituation, that he could not ſtand in 
giving evidence ? 

A. Hereally believes he was. | 

Q. Was the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, accomodated 
ted with a ſcat ? ; | 

A. He belives he was. | 

Q. Does he mean to ſay poſitively, that Major 
Browne mentioned the name of Captain Wilkinſon, when 
the altercation, as he has ſuggeſted, took place between - 
him and Lieutenant Urquhart ? „ 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, he thinks he did? 

It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till the 
morrow morning at ten o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, 15th Avevsr, 178). 


Tux CourT being met, purſuant to adjournment, - 
another queſtion was propoſed to Lieutenant Finucane 
from Lieutenant Colonel Forſter. | 

Q. Did the Court Martial check Captain Hedges as 
well as Major Browne, when any deſultory converſation 
happened between them ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, they did. 

Q. (By the Court) In the courſe of examining the 
Witneſſes, were the Witneſſes for the Defendant pre- 
vented from being croſs-queſtioned ? | 

A. Never within his obſervation, 


Mr. SAMUEL MARTIN, ColleQor of Antigua, was 
ſworn and examined. 

Q. Was he preſent at the trial of Captain Hedges, by 
a General Court Martial, at Antigua? * plat | 

A. He frequently. attended, but the buſineſs of his 
office ſeldom permitted him to remain long at a time in 


Q Di 
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Q. Did he obſerve during his attendance, any parti- 
ality in the conduct of the Members who compoſed that 
Court? 

A. As ſar as he is able to judge, he thinks not. 

Q. Was the tenor of their conduct free from preju- 
dice? 

A. It appeared fo to him. 2 

Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour in general ſuch 
as appeared proper and reſpectful to ſuch a Court? 


A. He never attended a Court Martial, either before, 


or ſince, whence he might be enabled to judge of the be- 
haviour proper on ſuch an occaſion, He remembers 
Major Breune's being put in arreſt, for behaviour 
which the Court Martial thought improper ; not towards 
the Court in general, but to a particular Member there- 
of, to the beſt of his knowledge. 5 
Was he in Court, when an attack was made on 
Enſien Murray, a Member of the Court. c 
A. He does not recollect, he was? 
Q. Was he preſent, when an attack was made upon 
| Lieutenant Urquhart, a Member of the Court? 

A. He was. | 

Q. What expreſſions were made uſe of upon that oc- 
cation ? 8 

A. He does not remember the words which occaſi- 
oned Major Browne's obſervation, but he recollects the 
Major's making uſe of the following words —or others 
to that effect That gentleman,“ looking or point- 
ing towards Mr. Urquhart, ** will take care to recollect 
any thing likely to make againſt me.“ 
Qu Is the Witneſs acquainted with Mr. Warner, who 
who ated as Judge Advocate to the General Court 
Martial! 5 

A. From the nature of his buſineſs he is obliged to be 
frequently with the Governer, whoſe Secretary Ar. 
Warner is; in conſequence whereof he has known Mr. 
Warner upwards of three years, more intimately than he 
had done previous to that period. He had ſome knowledge 
of him long before. 
Q. Was Mr. Warner ever a Member of a General 
Court Martial, when the Iſland was under Military Law ? 

Q. Mr. Warner was an officer of a troop there ; whe- 
ther he ſat upon any Court Martial he does not know; 
the Witneſs being pretty much in England during that 
time. By a Troop, he means a Corps of Horſe, in which 
Mr. Warner was ſome time an officer. | 
Qi. Did he obſerve any behaviour in Lieutenant Urgu- 
hart which could, in the Witneſs's opinion, warrant the 
attack made upon Lieutenant Urquhart ? | 

A. He did not hear the words made uſe of by Lieute- 
nant Urquhart, which gave occaſion to the attack; nor 
did he obſerve any part of Lieutenant Urgquhart's behavi- 
our, which ſhould excite it. He did not obſerve Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart ſpeaking, or addrefling himſelf to any one. 
Major Browne was directly oppoſite to him, which gave 
the Witneſs an . of noticing him more parti- 
cularly; he did underſtan 
ſomething that occaſioned it. : 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Was not Major 
Browne a perfect ſtranger in the Iſland, and totally un- 
known to the Witneſs ?. 

A. He believes he was a perfect ſtranger in the Iſland 
as certainly unknown to hin. - 

Q. ls not the I'roop of Horſe, to which Mr. Var- 
ner belonged, Iſland Militia ? 9s 

A. It is. 


Q. During the time the Witneſs attended the Court 


Martial, did he obſerve the ſame coolneſs, the ſame 
candour, and the ſame decency, that is preſerved at this 
Coutt, and the ſame regularity in the proceedings of 
the Court ? | SY 

A, He has already ſaid he never attended a Court 
Martial before, or ſince; but as far as he is able to 
judge, the. Members of that Court Martial behaved 
with propriety. The Court was frequently interrupted, 
but from what fell from the Members at the time, he 
conceived the interruptions to have been in conſequence 
of Major Browne's mode of proceeding ; ſuch, for one 
inſtance, as Major Browne wiſhing to begin from a pe- 
riod which the Court objected to, and thought impro- 
per, but which, nevertheleſs, as he under , they 
afterwards permitted him to do. I» 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Was Ma- 


Lieutenant Urquhart had ſaid 


as 


jir Browne's deportment before that Court Martial, as 


decent and reſpectful as it is to this Court? 
A. Major Browne loſt temper once or twice before the 
Court, when the Witneſs was preſent; he believes in 


conſequence of his thinking he was not indulged before 


the Court as much as he expected. 
Being deſired to recollect inſtances, if he can, the 


 Witnes ſaid, —Particularly in wiſhing to begin his Nar- 


would be material for him to begin at the peri 


rative or Proſecution at an earlier period than the Court 
thought neceſſary. The Court objected to it ; on which 
occaſion, to the beſt of the Witneſs's recollection, Mau- 
jor Browne was hurt, and loſt temper ; ſignifying, > 
he h 


propoſed. 


Q. (By the Court) Has he ſeen Mr. Warner write, 


and can he ſpeak to his hand writing ? 

A. He has, and is perfectly acquainted with his wri- 
ting. | oy 

he Minutes of the Court Martial, purporting to be 

ſigned by Mr. Warner, being ſhewn to him, he declared, 
that not only the ſignature in two places, but the writing 
on the ſame page immediately above the ſignatures, to be 
of Mr. Warner's writing. 

Q. Did he at any time hear any of the officers, and iF 
any, which of them, hold language to Major Browne, 
which led the Witneſs to think they were prejudiced 
againſt Major Browne, previous to the cloſe of the pro- 
ceedings ? | 

A. He never did, | 

Q. Did the Court aſk queſtions of the Witneſſes pro- 
duced by Majer Browne, as Proſecutor, before the 
would allow Major Browne to queſtion thoſe Witneſſes? 

A. He does not recolle& they did. | 

Q. Does he recollect any inſtance of groſs contempt 
or diſreſpect offered by Major Browne to the Members of 
the Court Martial, when in the execution of their duty 


as "wy ? — 
A. Not unleſs the loſs of temper, which he has men- 


tioned, may be deemed ſuch. a 
Q. Was the loſs of temper accompanied with harſh or 

groſs expreſſions ? | ONE 
A. He does not remember it was; it ſeemed to ariſe 


from diſappointment at not being permitted to proceed 


as he had expected. 


The REVEREND MR. JAMES LINDSEY, 
Rector of _ in the Iſland of Antigua, was ſworn 
and examined, 

Q. Was he preſent at the trial of Captain Hedges, in 
Antigua ? | be 
A. He was, at times. 


Q.: Did he obſerve any partiality in the conduct of the 


Members who compoſed that Court ? | 
A. He does not recolle@ any. h 
Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour in general ſuch as 
a — to the Witneſs proper and refpectful to ſuch a 
ourt 1 85 
A. Upon ſome occaſions he thinks not. 
Q.: What were the occaſions to which he adverts ? 


A. His behaviour to Lieutenant Urquhart, one of the | 


Members of the Court, was one. It is ſo long ſince the 
trial he cannot particularize any other. | 

Q. Was he in the Court at the time Major Browne 
made an attack on Enfign Murray, as a Member of it? 

A. He was, | 
Q. In what manner did Major Browne expreſs himſe! 
to Lieutenant Urquhart ? x 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, a queſtion had been 
aſked of Major Sladden, a Witneſs then under examina- 
tion, to the anfwering of which Major Sladden had ob- 


jected. The Court were of opinion he ſhould anſwer it. 


t was, as the Witneſs thinks, relative to a converſation 
which paſſed between Major Browne and Major Sladden, 
on board a tranſport in Corte harbour, wherein Captain 

Wilkinſon was diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of a naſty 
fellow,” which Major Sladden mentioned to the Court, 
was his reaſon for his firſt objection to anſwer the queſ- 
tion, as it could only tend to make Captain Wilkinſon 
appear in a ridiculous light, without any other purpoſe ; 
whereupon Lieutenant Urquhartaroſe, and addreſſed himſelf 
to the Preſident, and mentioned, that Major Browne had 
made true his words, as he had before aſſerted, that in 

the courſe of the trial he would make Captain Wilkinſon 


appear in a ridiculous light; or words to that effect.— 


Major Browne thereupon immediately faid, that Mr. Ur- 
qubert would take care to recollect every circumſtance. 
that could make againſt him. 

Q: Were theſe laſt words uttered in a violent manner 
by Major Browne ? | | 

A. As it appeared to him, rather in a ſneer, than in a 
paſſion. | | 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne read a paper, 
reflecting on the Court in general ? | 

A. He does not recollect he was. h 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was not Major Browne 
a perfect ſtranger in the Iſland Antigua, and intirely un- 
known to the Witneſs ? 

A. Intirely unknown to him; and, he believes, a ſtran- 
ger in the Iſland, _ | | 
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| ©. Was he not in a degree of intimacy with the Pri- 
ſoner then under trial; the officers of the Regiment, who 
were Witneſſes in his Defence; and alſo with the Mem- 


bers of the Court Martial? 


A. He never ſaw Captain Hedges till he came into 
Court upon his trial; was very ſlightly acquainted with 
any of the officers of the Regiment, except Enſign 
9 nor did he know Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, 
or the Majority of the officers who compoſed the Court 
Martial, before their arrival in Antigua. 8 He 

Did he not invite the Members, and the Priſoner, 
to dine with him during the trial ? : 

A. Lieutenant Colmel Forſter, and four or five of the 
Members of the Court, dined with him once, he believes, 
before the Court met. Lieutenant Colonel Forfler dined 
with him a ſecond time, without any other of the Mem- 
bers. Captain Hedges never dined with him at all, 

Q. Did he ever pay his reſpects to Major Browne on 

A. He did not. : 
Q. When Lieutenant Urquhart roſe, and addreſſed him- 


| ſelf to-the Preſident, relative to the matter concerning 


Captain Wilkinſon, was it in a warm, paſſionate, and vio- 
lent manner ? | 2 
A. He does not think it was, to the beſt of his recol- 


lection. 


Q. Was it equally cool as Major Browne's reply ? 
A. He thinks it was. 
Q. (By the Court) By whom was the queſtion propo- 


| ſed, to which Major Sladden objected. 
A. He thinks, by Major Browne ; he will not be poſi- 


tive. n | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Urquhart) Were the Wit- 
neſs and Lieutenant Urquhart ever upon any footing of 
intimacy ? | | 

A. Not the leaſt. | 

Did he obſerve, that the Witneſſes in ſupport of 
the Proſecution were queſtioned by the Court, before the 
Proſecutor was allowed to aſk his queſtions of them? 

A. As well as he can recollect, the Judge Advocate 
generally aſked ſome queſtions before the Proſecutor. 

Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne complain of that 
as an irregularity, and object to it? | 

A. He does not recollect, he did. 

Q. Did he hear Major Browne in any other inſtances 

* to the Court of their partiality or irregula- 
Tit : 
A. He does not recollect any particular inſtances, 
The Court did at times object to the method of Major 
Brawne's putting his queſtions, ſaying, they were 
leading. 

The queſtion being repeated, which ſeemed by the 

anſwer of the Witnels to have been miſapprehended, he 
ſaid, he does not recollect it. 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did ever a day paſs, 
that the Court did not politively refuſe Major Browne 
permiſſion to conduct the Proſecution in the manner 
he judged expedicnt, commencin 
day of their meeting? and not only object to the mode 
of propoling a queſtion, but to the queſtion itſelf in- 
tirely ? | 

A, There appeared to be at the beginning ſome 
difference of opinion, on what ſubject Major Browne 
ſhould commence the Proſecution. The Court ob- 
— to Maj or Brewne's going into any matter, which 

appened at the time when the Regiment was in Tre- 
land or Barbadoes. He does not recolle&t any queſtion 
which the Court rejected, except from the mode of 
propoſing it. ä 

Q. Was it not from the reſtriction which the Court 
impoſed on Major Browne in conducting the the Proſe- 
cution, that the principal altercations took place? 

A. He has already ſaid, ſome difference took place 
in conſequence of the queſtions propoſed. 

Q.: Was there ever a day which paſſed during the 
trial, on which Major Browne ſeemed to acquieſce in 
the mode of Proſecution injoined him by the Court? 

A. Major Brawne certainly at times ſeemed diffatiſ- 
fied ; but the Witneſs's idea was, it was relative to the 
mode in which he propoſed the queſtions being objected 
to, and not to the mode of carrying on the Proſecution, 

Q. (By defire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Does he 
recollect ever hearing the Court refuſe Major Browne 
to aſk any queſtions, which he conceived were perti- 
nent to the matter then before the Court ? 

The Court here interpoſed a queſtion, 

Q Was he in Court when the Charge was firſt 
ſtated, on which the Priſoner was to be tried? | 


A. He was not preſent at the firſt opening of the 


Court, but heard the Charges read to ſeveral of the 
Witneſſes, Ny | 


from the very firſt. 


n 
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The Witneſs then being deſired to give an anſwer to 
Lieutenant Colonel Forſter's queſtion, ſaid He does not 
recolle& the Court's refuing to aſk any queſtions, 
which ſeemed pertinent to the matter before them. 

Q. (By the Court) Can he recolle& any particular 
queſtions, which were objected to ? | 
A. He cannot. „T0 Eo 

Q. Did the difference of opinion between the Court 
and Major Browne, appear to him to relate chiefly to the 
mode of conducting the Proſecution, or rather to the 
retroſpeQive period to which the Court reſtricted him? 

A. It was the latter, in his opinion. 

Q. Did the Court afterwards wave their objection, 
as to the period, and allow Major Browne to proceed as 
he wiſhed in that reſpect? 

A. The Court did, he thinks, upon Major Brown?'s. 
declaring, that ſome of the matters of his Charge had 
not come to his knowledge till a few days before the 
meeting of the Court. | 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Can the Witneſs 
poſitively aſſert with preciſion, that it was the mode of 
the queliion in general, and not the queſtion itſelf in- 
tirely, which the Court objected to ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, he rather thinks it 
was the mode. | | 

Q: Does he recolle& ever having heard the Members, 
or any Member of the Court, Sri the Proſecution, 
obſerve they were not trying him, Major Browne ? 

A. He either heard it in Court, or heard it ſpoken 
out of Court. He cannot be certain which. 

Did he conceive, that this expreſſion was made 
uſe of in objecting to the mode of the queſtion, or 
to the queſtion intirely ? | 

A. He does not recollect how the matter was intro- 
duced. He cannot take upon himſelf to ſay that it was 
in Court he heard it. | 

Q. In waving the objection to the proceeding upon 
matter which happened at Corte and Barbadoes, upon 
Major Browne having ſaid the facts had but recently 
come to his knowledge, did not- the Court, however, 
ſtill reſtrict him from going into any matter he might 
have known, previous to their arrival at Antigua F 
A. He cannot ſay for certain; he rather thinks they 


- migh t. 


THOMAS DRUCE, Jun. Eſq. of the Iſland of 
Antigua, was ſworn and examined. | 

Q. Was he preſent in Court at the trial of Captain 
Fleages, in Antigua ? „ 

A. He was. 


Qi. Did he attend the Court frequently ? | 


A. About three or four times. 

Q. Did he obſerve any partiality in the conduct of the 
Members who compoſed that Court ? 

A. He did not attend to the proceedings of the Court, 
except on the ſecond day. 

Q: Was Major Browne's behaviour, when he did at- 
tend to the proceedings, ſuch as appeared to him proper 
and reſpectful to ſuch a Court? ET 

A. The greateſt part of the day, which he has parti- 


cularized, was ſpent upon the ſubje& of RY Ma- 


Jor Browne to a particular period in his Narrative, during 
which Major Browne was ſometimes very warm and ſtre- 
nuous. c | 

Q. Did he obſerve any partiality in the proceedings 
of the Court on the ſecond day, when he attended to the 
proceedings ? | 

A. Hedid not. f 

Q. Was he preſent at the time when Major Browne 
mentioned Enjign Murray's name, a Member of the 
Court, in a manner which called the Witneſs's atten- 
tion? . | | 

A. He did not hear Major Browne mention En/jor 
Murray's name. Major Browne came into Court, and 
ſaid, he had been informed a Member of the Court had 
declared, he had overheard ſome converſation in Surgeon 
Dillon's room, the purport of which he does not exactly 
recollect, but imported in ſubſtance, that the perſons 


| who took a part in the converſation, would endeavour 


among them to break Captain Hedges. Major Browne 
ſaid, it was falſe, and he would tell the man to his face 
who ſhould aſſert that ſuch converſation had paſſed, he 
was a dark aſſaſſin. Enfign Murray immediately roſe, 
and ſaid he had overheard a converſation in Ar. Pillars ; 
room, the particulars of which he had immediately com- 
mitted to writing, and would produce to the Court. 

Q. Was Major Browne very violent on the occaſion ? 

A. Major Browne was warm, and ſpoke with great 
emotion, but did not uſe any harſher words, than he has 


ſtated. 
: E Q. What 
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Q. What were. Major Browne's geſtures on this oc- 
caſion? and did he throw himſelf into any, and what 
particular attitude ? : 
A. He has not a recollection of any particular atti- 

tude or geſture, DO 

A Was he preſent when Major Browne addreſſed 
another Member of the Court in ſuch particular man- 
ner as called his attention ? | 
A. He does not recollect it. 

Q. To Lieutenant Urquhart in particular ? 
A. He does not. | 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was not the warmth 


which Major Browne evinced, on that day, occaſioned ' 


by the Court Martial poſitively precluding Major 

rowne from conducting the Proſecution, as he repeat- 
| edly declared to them, was abſolutely neceſſary ? a 
A. Except in the inſtance of Mr. Murray, Major 
rowne's warmth ſeemed to him to ariſe from not be- 
ing permitted to give a detail of tranſactions in Ireland, 
and on board ſhip, which the Court did not think they 
ought to take cognizance of. 
Q Did not Major Browne repeatedly requeſt the 
Court not to prejudge him ? — to hear him firſt, and 
then he would ſubmit to them ? : 

A. He heard Major Browne make uſe of the word 
& prejudge,” once in that day; he does not recollect 
upon what occaſion. | 

Q. Did Major Browne in as ſtrenuous a manner as 
decency towards ſuch a Court would permit, requeſt 
to be allowed to judge for himſelf in the conduct of the 
the Proſecution ? 

A. Major Browne not being permitted to begin his 
Narrative where he thought proper, ſaid to the Court, 
he muſt begin ſome where—there was his Narrative 
before them, and they might ſtrike out what they 
thought proper. So much time has elapſed ſince the 
trial, he cannot be more particular, 8 
Q. Did not this expreſſion proceed from being inter- 
rupted in beginning at five or fix different ſtages ? 


A. Major Browne had made ſeveral attempts to be- 


gin previous to this, but whether at the ſame period he 
cannot ſay. | 
Q. When Major Browne brought the matter before 
the Court relative to En/ign Murray, a Member of that 
Court, was it not upon that Court being opened after 
Having been cleared? 
A. It was. 
Q. Did not Major Browne addreſs the Court, as 
nearly as he can recollect, in the following words: 
Since the Court had been cleared, a Gentleman had in- 
formed him of a very extraordinary circumſtance; a 
matter too horrid to acquire belief, was it not from 
the high authority whence it was ſaid to originate ; 
that though he totally diſcredited the matter himſelf, 
he thought it equally his duty in honor to that Court, 


as well as to the officers of the Regiment under his 
command, to lay the matter thus publicly before them: 


at the ſame time, particularly requeſting it might be un- 
derſtood, he totally diſcredited the matter himſelf : 
that it was impoſlible any officer could be the propaga- 
tor of ſuch ſcandal, but ſtill more a Member of that 
reſpectable Court; that it was ſaid, a Member of that 
Court ſome time ago overheard a converſation, in which 
Surgeon Dillon declared Lieutenant Mahon was a fine 
little fellow, and would ſwear any thing; that En/ign 
Heard was a young. man of good character, and could 
ſpeak to many facts; that Lieutenant Mahon muſt be 
promoted, and that they would join in breaking Captain 
Hedges, and then carry all betote them ;—and did not 
Major Browne then moſt ſolemnly declare, with perfect 
certainty, the falſity of the report; but that if any per- 
ſon would ſtand forward and avow it, he would tell 
him it was falſe, and that he was a dark aſlafin? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne 
ſaid, the converſation reſpecting Lieutenant Mahon and 
Enſign Heard was as he has now ſtated it ; and made 
uſe of the words at the concluſion of the addreſs, 
which he has now mentioned. He does not recollect 
what particular words Major Browne made uſe of in 
his previous addreſs to the Court, but they tended to 


convey a doubt of the poſſibility of the report being 


true ? 
Q.: Was there not almoſt a total filence for ſome mi- 
nutes after this Addreſs ? 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, Enjign Murray 
got up as ſoon as he conveniently could afterwards. 
Q.: Is he certain, previous to Enſign Murray's riſing, 


— 


that no words had eſcaped from any Member of the 


Court? 
A. He did not hear any. 


Q. Did not En/ign Murray, upon his rifin , ſay, he 


ſhould bring the matter into Court the next day ? 


A. He ſaid he would produce the Minute, which he 
had made of the converſation ; and thinks he ſaid he 


would do it the next day. | 


Q. Did Major Browne receive the ſlighteſt reprimand 
from the Court on that day, for his condu on that 
occaſion ? ; 

A. Major Browne made uſe of one expreſſion that 


| day, which the Court ſpoke to him about; but whether 


it was that expreſſion, he cannot recollect. 
Q. Has he not ſeen the Members of the Court Mar- 


tial, all, or any, and which of them, in conſtant fami- 


| 


| 


A 


liarity with the Priſoner, Captain Hedges ? 

A. He cannot recolle&t any particular inſtance of 
having ſeen any of them in company with Captain Hed- 
ges ; he never was in company with any of them alon 
with Captain Hedges; he was acquainted with al 
parties, and therefore purpoſely kept out of their way. 

Q: Does he recolle& having ſeen any of the Mem- 


* 


bers of the Court Martial walking arm in arm with 


Captain Hedges? ; 
A. He certainly has not, He has ſeen them bow, and 
ſpeak to him going to and from the Court-houſe. 


Q. Did he hear Major Browne make uſe of any diſ- 


reſpectful expreſſions to Enſign Murray, upon his avow-- 
ing he had a paper to bring into Court ? 

A. Not any. He believes the converſation on that 
ſubje& was then intirely dropped. . 

2 Did it appear to the Witneſs there was the ſame 
familiarity, reſpect, and attention paid by the Members 
of the Court Martial to the Proſecutor, as to the Pri- 
ſoner? . 

This queſtion being in part deemed improper, as 
pre- ſuppoſing a familiarity between the Members of the 
Court Martial, and the Priſoner, which the Witneſs has 
_ alledged, a previous queſtion was interpoſed by the 

ourt. | | | 

Q. Did there appear any familiarity in Court be- 
tween the Members of the Court Martial and the Pri- 
ſoner, Captain Hedges ? | 
A. Not any. 5 

The main queſtion was then propoſed to the Witneſs, 
with an omiſſion of the word * familiarity,” to which 
he anſwered, he did not perceive any difference; but 
there was no opportunity of his perceiving any that day, 
the remainder of which was taken up in tranſcribing 
Major Browne's Narrative by the Judge Advocate. 

2 Did the Witneſs ever come at times into Court, 
for ten or fifteen minutes for inſtance, during the fu- 
ture progreſs of the trial? | 

A. He came two or three times afterwards into Court 
to find ſome perſons who were there, but paid no atten- 
tion to the proceedings, 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did Major 
Browne fix his eyes on Enſign Murray, when he ſaid, as 
has been related by the Witneſs, that “It was falſe, 
„and he would tell the man to his face, who ſhould 
«« aflert that ſuch converſation had paſſed, he was a 
« affaflin ?” | | 

A. He did not perceive he did ; Major Browne began 
his addreſs to the Preſident and Court. 

Q: Was the Court cleared immediately after theſe. 
words ? 

A. He is not certain ; he thinks not immediately. 

Q. (By the Court) Did he obſerve the Proſecutor 
to be reſtrained from aſking queſtions of Witneſſes 


called in ſupport of his charges, which queſtions were 


afterwards allowed to be put by the Priſoner ? | 
A. He did not attend during the examination of any 
of the Witneſſes. | | 


It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock. 


THURSDAY, 16th Avevsr, 1787. 
Tux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 
The Minutes of the General Court Martial, held at 
Antigua, to which the trial has reference, authenticated 
by the Signatures of “ Geo. Forfter, Lieutenant Colonel 


.«< 66th _m_ and Preſident,” and of ©** Thomas 


« Warner, Deputy Judge Advocate,” and further ſub- 
ſcribed thus, “ Approved, March 18th, Thomas Shirley,” 
were now laid before the Court. And the ſaid re- 
ſpective Signatures —_ admitted, as well by the Pro- 
ſecutor, as by the Nefendant, the two following paſlages, 
pointed out to the notice of the Court, were read—the 
firſt of which is as follows, viz. 

* The Court being met, the Preſident's Warrant, 
© and the Judge Advocate's Commiſſion, being both 
read, the Priſoner, Captain Robert Hedges, of his Ma- 

© jefty's. 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE: T2 


| Feſty's 67th Regiment, was then brought before the. 


« Court, having been previouſly furniſhed with a copy of 
© his crime, and informed of the time and place allotted 
© for the trial. | 


« The Judge Advocate then demanded of him, « If 


© he had any exceptions to any of the Members preſent ?” 
© To which the Priſoner anſwering, © He had not,“ the 
Court was then ſworn in, and the Judge Advocate 
© alſo. | . 
« The Priſoner then preſented to the Court the follow- 
© ing Memorial, viz. | RE 
| © Antigua, January 3oth, 1786. 
© To George Forſter, Lieutenant Colonel of his Majeſty's 
© 66th Regiment of Foot, Preſident of a General Court 
Martial, held at the Court-houſe in the town of St. 
6 Feu and to the other Members conſtituting the ſame 
© Court ;— | . 
The Memorial of Robert Hedges, Captain in his 
« Majeſty's 67th Regiment of Foot, Sheweth, That your 
© Memorialiſt was, on December 15th laſt, put under 
< arreſt, by order of Major John Browne, Commanding 
Officer of his Majeſty's ſaid 67th Regiment. That 
your Memorialiſt, at the time of ſuch arreſt taking 
« place, had the two following crimes given in to him 
6 by the Adjutant of the ſaid Regiment, viz. | 
Fir, For acting unlike an Officer and a Gentleman; 
and in a manner highly diſreſpeftful to Major Browne; 
and tending to Mutiny. 8 
© Secondly, For acting in many inflances contrary to good 
Order and Military Diſcipline, in endeavouring to injure 
Major Browne, his Commanding Officer, in the opinion 
© of many Officers of the Regiment. | 
© That 21 days after his confinement, to wit, on the 
© 5th day of this preſent month, your Memorialiſt, re- 
* ceived a letter from Major Browne, incloſing the 
two crimes above ſet forth, with the following additi- 
* onal ones, viz. : | F-- 


* Thirdly, For repeatedly, both in public and private, 


< ſpeaking of Major Browne, his Commanding Officer, 
© jn the moſt di ſreſpectful manner. 

« Fourthly, For acting in many inſtances, too nu- 
© merous to write, in a Mutinous and unofficer-like 
manner; and alſo for threatening Major Browne, his 
© Commanding Officer, when in the execution of his 
© duty. | 

6 That your Memorialiſt has been given to under- 
© ſtand, and with great deference ſubmits the ſame to the 
' © conſideration of this Court, that this mode of giving 
© in ſupplemental crimes after arreſt, is unprecedented, 

contrary to the rules which ought to govern in ſuch 
caſes, and muſt be always attended with great incon- 
veniencies to a Priſoner, That it has ever, he pre- 
ſumes, been the practice, for the crimes (the cauſe of 
arreſt) to accompany the arreſt, and that no crime can 
afterwards be given in or adduced for the contemplati- 
on of a Court Martial, which was not given in imme- 
< diately upon the arreſt taking place. Your Memorialiſt, 
© therefore, humbly prays, that the two crimes charg- 


aa a 6 © «a 


© edagainſt him, ſubſequent to his arreſt, be not ſuffered 


© to be ſupported before the Court upon this occaſion, 
but that the ſame be ſuppreſſed, as having been irre- 
« gularly given in. And your Memorialiſt will ever 


pray. 
| (Signed) ROBERT HEDGES, 
EO © Captain 67th Regiment 
© The Court was then cleared, and after ſome time 
© was opened again, when the opinion of the Court was 


given in that no alterations or addditions can be made 


© in the crimes given in by Major Browne againſt Cap- 


© tain Hedges, on December 15th laſt ; except any thing 


© new ſhould appear, that the Priſoner's conduct after 
© ſuch arreſt gave occaſion to a freſh accuſation, 
© The Proſecutor then delivered a liſt of his Witneſ- 
© ſes, viz. Lieutenant Mahon, Lieutenant Greene, Enſign 
* Heard, Aajutant Stewart, Surgeon Dillon, and Quarter 
* Mafler Griff. | ; 
- © The Priſoner's crime was then read to him, viz. 
© 1ſt. For acting unlike an Officer and a Gentleman; 
© and in a manner highly diſreſpectful to Major Browne; 
and tending to Mutiny, | 


2d. For acting, in many inſtances, contrary to good 
order and Milita:y Diſcipline, in endeavouring to in- 
jute Major Browne, his Commanding Officer, in the 
* opinion of many of the Officers of the Regiment, 

* The Priſoner was then aſked, „Are you Guilty, or 
„Not Guilty?“ | 

Jo which he anſwered, ** Not Guilty.“ 

© The Priſoner then ſubmitted a queſtion to the 
© Court, ** Whether Major Browne, who is under an ar- 
 reit, by Maar Sladden's order, as Major Sladden infor- 
* med the Priſoner, can, whilſt under ſuch arreſt, be ſuf- 
* fercd to come forth, and proſecute the Prifoner? - 


N 
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© The Court was then cleared, and when opened 
© again, the opinion of the Court was delivered, that 
&« Major Browne, ſuppoſing him under an arreſt, may ap- 
& pear in this Court as a Proſecutor.” 

Major Browne was then ſworn on the part of the 


© Crown. 


The Priſoner then objected to Major Browne read- 
© ing his Proſecution from a paper which he held in his 
© hand, | 

© The Court was then cleared, and when opened 


again, Major Browne was told by the Court, ““ that he 


« could not be allowed to read his Proſecution, but that 
6 he might refer to his notes.“ | 

Major Browne having wiſhed to make a recital of ma- 
. ny matters which happened formerly in Ireland, the 
Court was of opinion, “ that they had nothing to ſay 
% to what happened when the Regiment was in Ireland 
or Barbadoes; and that they mean to ſtick literally to 
the crimes given jn againſt the Priſoner, which in 
„ courſe muſt have happened in this Iſland, as the Court 
& cannot ſuppoſe, that had the Priſoner ated before 
that period derogatory from the character of an Offi= 
&« cer and a Gentleman, but that Major Browne, as Com- 
% manding Officer of the Regiment, would have put- 
„ him under an arreſt,” | 5 

Major Browne then ſignified to the Court, that 
© among the crimes he has to charge Captain Hedges with, 
© ſome only came to knowledge on Friday laſt, there- 
© fore it was impoſſible for him to have taken notice of 
© them before, ST | | 

© The Court was then cleared, and when opened 
© again, gave their opinion, that in ſuch a caſe, Major 
* Browne might be admitted to exhibit ſuch charges only 
as could not poſlibly have been taken cognizance of 
E, before. 4 N 7 

* The Priſoner then delivered in the following Memo- 
© rial, viz, | 

* Antigua, January 30, 1786. 


To George Forſter, Lieutenant Colonel of his Majeſty's | 


© 66th Regiment of Foot, Preſident of a General 
© Court Martial, held at the Court-houſe, in the town 
© of St. John, and to the other Members conſtituting 
© the ſaid Court; — CE 
* The Memorial of Robert Hedges, Captain of his 
© Majeſty's 67th Regiment of Foot, —— That your 
Memorialiſt was, on December 15th laſt paſt, put un- 
« der arreſt, by the order of Major John Browne, Com- 
<. manding Officer of his Majeſty's ſaid 67th Regiment; 
that your Memorialiſt was charged at the ſame time 
© with the following crimes. . | 
* Firſt, For acting unlike an Officer and a Gentleman; 
© and in a manner highly diſreſpectful to Major Browne, 
© and tending to Mutiny. | 
« Secondly, For acting, in many inſlances, contrary o 
& good Order and Military Diſeibline ” — to 
C injure Major Browne, his Commanding Officer, in the 
«© opinion of many Officers of the Regiment.” : 
That your Memorialiſt, on the 5th day of this pre- 
© ſent month, was further charged with two additional 
crimes, as follows, viz. 
„ Firſt, For repeatedly, both in public and private, 
& ſpeaking of Major Browne, his Commanding Officer, 
ce jn the moſt diſreſpectful manner.” | 
<« Secondly, For acting, in many inſtances, too nume- 
cc rous to write, in a mutinous and unofficer-like man- 
ner; and alſo for threatning Major Browne, his Com- 
c manding Officer, when in the execution of his duty.“ 
© That your Memorialiſt on the 18th day of Decem- 
© ber laſt, applied by Memorial to the Commander in 
© Chief, for his parole at large till he could be tried, in- 
« cloſing the crimes then prefered againſt him, with a 
Certificate from the Surgeon of the Regiment, teſtifying, 
© that for the re-eſtabliſhment of his health, it was neceſ- 
* ſary your Memorialiſt ſhould have his uſual exerciſe, 
* which reaſonable requeſt was however refuſed by the 
© Commander in Chief, That your Memorialiſſ, al- 
© though conſcious of his innocence, and that the ſeve- 
ral charges prefered againſt him by his Proſecutor can- 
not be ſubſtantiated by evidence (as he truſts will ful- - 
ly appear to the Court upon his trial) has already re- 
mained for the ſpace of 46 days under cloſe confine. © 
ment to the barracks, to the great prejudice of his 
health, That your Memorialiſt has been informed 
that it is uſual for a Priſoner, circumſtanced as he is, to 
obtain his parole at large. Your Memorialiſt, therefore, 
humbly prays this Court to take the ſame into their 
conſideration, and to allow him his parole at large du- 


ring the continuance of his trial, and your Memoria- 


© liſt will ever pray. 
(Signed) ROBERT HEDGES, 


Captain 67th Regiment, 
| I OX 


16 TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE: 


© The Court then informed Captain Hedges that his 
© Memorial would be laid before the Commander in 
© Chief, and that they would make his anſwer known 
© to him as ſoon as poſſible. | 85 
The Court then adjourned until the next day 
at nine o'clock in the morning. | 


| © At a General Court Martial, held by adjournment 
on Tueſday, January 3ift, 1786, 


Tu Cour being met, and opened, the Com- 
© mander in Chief's Anſwer to the Memorial of the 
© Priſoner, praying for his parole at large, was read as 
© follows; | | 

© Clarke's-Hill, January 8. 1786. 

elt having been repreſented to me by Lieutenant 
© Colonel Forſter, Preſident of a General Court Martial, 
now aſſembled in St. Fohn's, in this Ifland, that a 
Memorial was this day preſented to the Court by the 
« Priſoner, Captain Hedges, praying that his parole 
- © might be enlarged on account of his indifferent ſtate 
© of health; and the Court having requeſted that his 
© Memorial ſhould be laid before me, and, at the ſame 
time, giving it as their opinions, that his long con- 
© finement has rather been detrimental (from every ap- 
« pearance) to his health; as it is my wiſh to make 
the Priſoner's ſituation as eaſy as circumſtances will 
© admit, it is my order, that his confinement be in 
- © ſuture made eaſier to him; and that he has liberty to 
© walk or ride about for the re-eſtabliſhment of his health, 
© at the hours, in the day time, when it is not neceſ- 
« ſary for him to appear before the Court Martial: and 
my further orders are, that he repairs to his barrack- 
© room every evening at Tattoo beating, and be ready 
© to attend the Court every morning, when ſent for, by, 
nine o'clock. C 

(Signed) THOMAS SHIRLEY. 
© To Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 
Sc. Cc. Sc. 


© Major Browne then went into a long detail of a 
variety of circumſtances, and having been ſuftered to 
* do ſo for ſome time, he was ſtopped, and the Court 
© was cleared. As ſoon as it was opened again, Major 
© Browne came forward, and in a very violent and in- 
© decent manner ſaid, ** That a report, which would 
&« ſtrike every perſon with horror, had gone forth, and, 
cc as he had been informed, that an officer, and a 
% Member of this Court has mentioned, that Lieutenant 
« Greene had been heard to ſay, that Lieutenant Mahon 
& was a very good fellow, and would ſwear any thing.“ 
© That he was ſure no Britiſh Officer could be capable 
of circulating ſuch a report. If any one would ſtand 
© forward and avow it, he would tell him it was falſe, 
and would call him a dark aſſaſſin, For which the 
Court immediately reproved him. | 

Major Browne then proceeded in his detail, which 
© he was permitted to finiſh ; but in the courſe of it he 
© ſaid, „ that he would prove a crime of ſo villainous 
« a nature, and of ſo black and dark a dye, againſt 
©« the Priſoner, that human nature would ſhudder at 
« jt; and, when known, no perſon would ſtand on the 
« ſame fide of the room with him.” | 

On which the Priſoner inſtantly called on Major 
©. Browne “ to bring it forward; that if he could prove 


c any crime that deſerved ſuch ſevere expreſſions, there 


& was no occaſion to go further on with the trial, as 
„ he would not offer any defence.” To which Major 


© Browne anſwered, ©* Aye, I am glad you fecl it; be- 


„ cauſe you wiſh to know it, I will not indulge you : 
« it will come forth in proper time, and I hope you will 
<« feel ſome of thoſe pangs which I hare felt;” or 
© words to this effect: and he allo ſaid, „if you were 
<« to die in five minutes, and the telling it to you would 
& ſave you from death, you ſhould not know it.” 
The Court reprimanded Major Browne for ſuch 
© irregular and improper conduct. 
The Court was then adjourned till the next day 
© at nine o'clock in the morning, 


* The Court Martial met, according to adjourn- 
© ment, on Wedneſday, February the iſt, 1786. 


After ſome time the Court was opened, and the 


© Judge Advocate informed Major Browne, that the 
* Court had taken into conſideration his very extraor- 
* dinary behaviour of yeſterday, in making 1o violent 
© an attack on the Court Martial, by the following 
6- ſpeech, as nearly as the ſubſtance of it could be re- 
collected; “ that a report, which would ſtrike every 
« perſon with horror, had gone forth, and that an of- 
e ficer, and a Member of this Court had, as he had been 


3 : 


— 


ce informed, ſaid, that Lieutenant Greene, had been heard 
C to ſay that Lieutenant Mahon was a very good fellow, 
ce and would ſwear any thing; that he was ſure no 
* Britiſh officer could be capable of circulating ſuch 
6 a report; if any one would dare to ſtand forward and 
& ayow it, he would tell him it was falſe, and would 
“ call him a dark aſſaſſin.“ 
© then read to Major Browne the 15th Article of the 
© 16th Section of the Articles of War, and informed 
© him, that the Court expected an apology for his be- 
© haviour ; that if he made ſuch an one as the Court 
© ſhould think ſufficient, it would be accepted; if he 
© did not, then the Court would conſider what further 
© ſteps to take. 

Major Browne did then apologize for his conduct 


in the foregoing inſtance, on which the Court was 


© cleared; and when opened again, 1 
© The Judge Advocate informed Major Browne that 


| © his apology was accepted, 


© Enſign Murray, a Member of the Court, then roſe 


© and informed the Court, that, yeſterday, he was going 


© to mention ſome circumſtances which had come to 
© his knowledge, and were contained in a paper which 
© he then begged leave to lay before the Court. Mr. 


Murray deſired to be ſworn to the contents of that 
© paper, which was done accordingly, and the Judge 


© Advocate then read the paper as follows, viz. 
„Having been ſick for ſome days in Dr. Dillon's 

room, on the evening of the 11th of ſanuary, I was 

lying on a couch in ſaid room, Dr. Dillon, Lieute- 


„ nant Greene, and Mr. Griffin, Quarter Maſter, were 


& at ſupper together. Dr. Dillon ſtarted the ſubje& of 
% Captain Hedges's affair. One of the other gentlemen 
„ begged he would be on his guard, as Mr. Murray 
*© might awake; upon this Dr. Dillon replied that he 
« was aſleep. Upon which Dr. Dillon ſpoke as fol- 
„ Jows, viz. © the ſuperiority of their party over that 
« of Captain Hedges's, and making remarks on the cha- 


6 raters of the gentlemen who compoſed the different 


< parties, and mentioning their names at the ſame 


time; that Captain Wilkinſon was a perjured man, 


« and that he would prove that before the Court 
„Martial. That Mr. Butler's character was not equal 
* to any of their party; and that he was convinced the 
whole of their party would come over to theirs, by 
«© the time the Court Martial aſſembled. Lieutenant 
* Cofby, he mentioned, would be the firſt to deſert 
* them. Dr. Dillon exhorted the gentlemen to ſtick 
„together in their evidence, as matters would be 
thoroughly canvaſſed, and he hoped they would be 
& all of one way of thinking. He alſo mentioned the 
very good character of Lieutenant Mahon and Enjign 
„Heard, and looked upon Enjign Heard's evidence the 


„ ſtrongeſt, on account of his good character, and that 


„he would ſpeak to many facts; concluded, with ex- 
„ horting the gentlemen again ſtrongly to ſtick toge- 


cc ou in their evidence, and with a ſnap of his 
cc 


gers, by God, we will break him. 
(Signed) © WILLIAM MURRAY, 
Enſign, 3oth Regiment” 


© Mr. Murray further ſays, that alarmed at ſuch a 
© converſation, and thinking of the ſerious conſequences 
© that were likely to take place, he thought it right to 
commit what he had heard to paper, and gave it to the 
© care of a brother officer; and, on the next day, or 


© the day after, moved to another room to avoid hear- 
© ing any ſuch, converſations ; that it having got to 


© Captain Hedges's ears, he received a meſſage from Cap- 
tain Hedges, ſignifying, that though the converſation 
Mr. Murray had heard, by being made known to the 
© Court Martial would be in his tavour, yet as he un- 
© deritood, that Dr. Dillon had been, and was, a parti- 
« cular friend of Mr. Murray, he would not preſs him 
* to bring it forth, unleſs it became abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary; that the unjuſtifiable manner with which Majer 
© Browne had himſelf brought forward this affair, he 
© now, in vindication of his own honor, informs the 
Court of what he heard. | 
© The Court then addreſſed Major Browne. 
< Major BrRownE, | 
© Your having offered to read a Narrative of circum- 
© ſtances that happened a long time ago, and the Court 
© being deſirous. that you ſhould not be abridged in any 
© thing, that you might think tending to ſupport the 
© charges you have exhibited againſt the Priſoner, 
© have permitted you to relate circumſtances, only in- 
© ſorming you, that nothing could be taken cognizance 
© of, but ſuch matter as did not come to your knowledge, 
© or could not be proved till the period of your having 
ordered Captain Hedges under arreſt ; and it appear- 
© ing to the Court, that you have related ſeveral cir- 
* cumttances 


The Judge Advocate 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 


e cumſtances which cannot be taken notice of, you are 


therefore now. deſired to open the Proſecution againſt 
« Captain Hedges, with ſuch matters only, as the Mi- 
notes of the Court Martial have pointed out to you. 
© You are in your evidence to confine yourſelf to ſuch 
facts, as you know of yourſelf; and to ſuch others as 
© you have only heard, you muſt produce teſtimony to 
© ſupport,” | | 


The ſecond paſſage from the Antigua Court Martial, re- 
ferred to by Lieutenant Colonel Forfter, was then read 
as follows, viz. . . | 


0 MAJOR SLADDEN of the 67th Regiment, was 


_ © ſworn on the part of the Priſoner, 


< the 67th Regiment? 
A. Going on 28 years. 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you ever know me 
act unlike an Officer and a Gentleman ? 


- £ A, I do not recollect I ever did. 


Qi. Did you ever obſerve any part of my conduct 


© which tended to Mutiny ? 
A. No; I do not recolle& I ever did. | 
Q. Did you ever know, in any inſtance, me, to 
© have acted contrary to good order and military diſ- 
« cipline ? EP 
© A. I do not recollect that I ever die. 
Q Did you ever know me injure Major Browne, 


© as my Commanding Officer, in the opinion of the of- 


- © ficers of the Regiment? | 

A. Na; I do not recollect I ever did. ; 

Q. Do you recolle& any diſunion in the Regi- 

© ment, prior to Major Browne's taking the command 
of it? 5 

A. I do not recolle& that there was any diſunion 
in the Regiment, prior to Major Browne's taking the 
© command of it. 

Q. Were you not preſent on the gth of December 
laſt, when all the officers (Major Browne and Quarter 
© Mafter Griffn excepted) aſſented to the propriety of 
my conduct ? 

A. To the beſt of my recollection every officer aſ- 
© ſented as far as the queſtion was put to him. 

- © Q. Do you recollect what thoſe queſtions were? 

© A. No; I do not immediately recollect. 

Q. Did they not regard the propriety of my con- 
duct as an Officer and a Gentleman ? 

A. They did. 

Q. Was you not preſent when Major Browne call- 
ed a meeting of the officers to ſign a paper of diſ- 
ſent ? | 

© A. I was preſent; and I believe it was for that 
purpoſe, 5 | 

Q. Did you ſign the paper of diſſent? 

© A. No. | | 

© Q. Did you ever know me form a party, in oppo- 


„ 


a 8 0 


a party? | | 
A. I do not know that you ever formed a party 
againſt Major Browne, You never aſked me to be of 
a party. 
„Q. Did you ever know any part of my conduct 
which prevented Major Browne from carrying on the 
duty of the 67th Regiment ? 
© A, No; I do not recollect any. 
The Priſoner having finiſhed the examination of 
this Witneſs, the Proſecutor began to croſs-examine 
him as follows :;— | | 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did I not join the Re- 
giment in March 1785, previous to their embarkation 
for the Weſt-Indies? _ a 

© A. Lou did. | - 

Major Browne was proceeding to put another queſ- 
© tion to this Witneſs, when- the Court was ordered to 
be cleared; and, on being opened again, the Court 
© mentioned to Major Brome, that the mode, in 
„ which he wiſhed to put the queſtion when the Court 
© was ctcared, was an improper one; and that he 
« ought to put it in the following manner ;”” which 
. * A7z;zr Browne conſenting to, it was put accordingly, 

vis. | | 

Q. Was there not a party formed in the Regi- 
ment, of which the Priſoner was the head, againſt 
* me, provieus to my joining the Regiment in March 
* 1785! x | 

3 Colonel Craſtie commanded then, and I do not 
© know, from my own knowledge, that there was a 


party. 


* 


* 


0 S (From the Court) How long have you been in | 
e 97 Ss 


ſition to Major Brewne z or did I everatk you to be of 


=p „ — 


uw, 
c Q. (From the Court) Was not the difference, if | 


i. anſwer it. 


© any, between the Priſoner, and Majer Browne, per- 
© ſonal, and not regimental ? | 
A. I looked on it as ſuch, 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) As you have called that 


difference perſonal, ſtate what it was; and, if you 


© know, what it proceeded fromm | | 

A. I know there was a difference between the Pri- 
© ſoner and you, but I do not recollect the particu- 
© Jars, nor from what it proceeded, 

Q. Did you not, yourſelf, repeatedly (while the 
Regiment was quartered in the county of Kerry) warn 
© Adjutant Stewart and Enſign Heard, to beware of the 
« Priſoner, and his party? | 

A. to the beſt of my recollection I did not ſee 


© Adjutant Stewart, while he was quartered in the 


* county of Kerry, but once, when he came over to 
Dingle to ſee me, where he ſtaid one day only; and to 
© the beft of my recollection, I had no converſation: 
© with him on the ſubject, nor with Mr. Heard, that 
I now recollect. AED | | 
Qi. Do you recolle& any converſation pafüng be- 
© tween you and me on board the tranſport in Corke 
© harbour, relative to the Priſoner z if you do; ſtate it to 


the Court? | N 


»The Witneſs appearing difinclined to anſwer that 
© queſtion, the Judge Advocate obſerved, that it was 
© not an improper queſtion, and therefore he ought to 
Upon this the Court was cleared ; and, 
© when opened again, the Witneſs was told that he 
* ought to anſwer the laſt queſtion put to him by the Pro- 
ſecutor, which the Witneſs proceeded to do accordingly 

© A. To the beſt of my recollection, you often aſked- 
me, what could bring Captain Hedges out to the Re- 
* giment? I anſwered; I could not tell. To the beſt 
© of my recollectian, you ſaid, you could not aſſign 
© any reaſon, except that the Priſoner thought you 
« were afraid of him, You alſo told me; you intended 
to be on good terms with Captain Hedges, and that you 
would then work that naſty fellow, J/iltinſon. I an- 


_ © ſwered, it appeared odd to me that you ſhould be on good 


terms with Captain Hedges, at the expence of Captain 
* Wilkinſon, who was an inoffenſive man, and might 


© have been led to do what he did. 


After the Witneſs had finiſhed his anſwer, Lieute- 


© nant Urquhart, a Member of the Court, addreſſed the 


« Preſident, ſaying, © I 
c the Members of this 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ſu ;ppoſe, Colonel Forſter, you and. 

ourt perfectly recollect the 
expreſſion made uſe of by the Proſecutor on a former 
occaſion, when you yourſelf ſpoke to Major Browne, 
when giving his evidence, wiſhing not to enter on 
the face of the proceedings, that Captain Wilkinſon 
was only the tool of another perſon,” as it would 
© make him appear in a very'ridiculous light. Major 
© Brawne's reply was, that ** if Colonel Forfter, and the 
„Members of the Court, were delicate with regard to 
«© Captain Wilkinſon, he muſt confeſs he was not, and 
« that he hoped to make Captain Wilkinſon appear in a 
«© ſtill more ridiculous light before the concluſion of 
„ this trial; therefore, Mr. Preſident, I now think the 
« queſtion put to the Evidence, only tends to the pur- 
e poſe of making Captain Wilkinſon more ridiculous; 
„ agreeable to the Proſecutor's declaration.” 5 

* Major Browne immediately ſaid, © I have not the 
“ leaſt doubt, but Mr. Urquhart will recollect every 
& circumſtance that can tend to eriminate me.“ 

* The Court was immediately cleared, and after ſome 
© time, was again opened, and the following reſolution 
© made known to Major Browne, "IE 

MAJOR BROWNE, : 

© In conſequence of your laſt queſtion, the name of 
© a Gentleman, Captain Wilkinſon, has been brought be- 
© fore the Court in a very unpleaſant manner; and a 


Member of this Court, Lieutenant Urquhart, as 


addreſſed the Preſident, to notice to him ſome expreſ- 
ſions you made uſe of a few days ago reſpecting Cap- 


| © tain I//ilkinſon, you, in a moſt unwarrantable and un- 
juſtifiable manner, made uſe of the following expreſ- 


ſions, that you had not a doubt, but Mr, Urgubart 


| © would recollect every circumſtance that would tend to 


*« criminate you.” This ſpeech was ſo highly impro- 
per, and derogatory to the ſituation any Member 
© of a Court Martial ſtands in, and is the more aſto- 
* niſhing, conſidering it was only a few days ago that 
* the Court was under the necefficy of publicly reprov- 
: 


ing you for a very unjuſt, violent, and extraordinary 


© attack you made on another Member of the Court, 


* Enſign /urray, as appears on the Minutes of the 
Court Martial. The Court, therefore, in vindica- 
tion of Lieutenant Urquhart's honor, and in ſupport of - 
their dignity, have come to the reſolution of putting 
. | "Tye - 


18 TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 

great number of the other officers of the Regiment, 

© from carrying on the Proſecution againſt the Priſoner, | © againſt you, in Dublin; I think it was ſaying, that Ma- 

© Captain Hedges, they allow your arreſt to be at large, | Jer Browne had ated unlike an officer and a Gentleman. 

© *till ſuch time as your extraordinary behaviour is re- Q. Did the Priſoner ſign that paper? 

© ported to the Commander in Chief. 2 © A. I do not know whether he did or not; I believe 
© The Court was then adjourned until the next day. | © he was among the number of the officers who ſigned it. 
© Tur Count beiny met . * Q. You ſay, Captain Wilkinſon was a man who 

on Thurſd of Feb — 14 ou 4 * © might have been led to ſign that paper; do you mean 
n Thurſday, 23d of February 1786, and opened, t © that the Priſoner led him to ſian it? 


C you under arreſt ; and that you may not be precluded 


© Proſecutor appeared, and requeſted to ſay a few words . 
to the Court, which being permitted to do, he began to c Q. What then do you mean ? | | 
read a moſt extraordinary paper, reflecting in the moſt A. I mean, that Captain Wilkinſon was 8 2 


© unwarrantable and diſgraceful manner on the Mem- | , | **x : 
bers of the Court Martial in general, by ſaying, that 85 omar who ſigned it; but who led bim to ſign it, I 
© they had permitted the Priſoner to interrupt him and EFF 
i N 3 — R — et the firſt 
6 inſult him, and that they had allo treated bis Mit- Ks who propoſed ſigning fuck a paper 75 or did any 
—_ — —— _— —_ he was not e © | © other Senior officers in the Regiment ſign it before 
put ſuch queſtions on his croſs-examination of the Pri-= | him; and who were they ? 


ſoner's evidence, as were neceſſary for ſupporting his A { 

© Proſecution. He accuſed the Court of partiality 3 

© throughout the whole trial, and was proceeding to the « i Q, From the Proſecytar—Was that paper of a pub- 
© groſſeſt inſults, when he was ſtopt by. the Preſident, A. I do not recolle& that I ever ſaw that paper ; but 


© and the Court was cleared. On the Court being the whole of the buſineſs to whi 
a | which you now allude, was 
b opened again, Major Browne was deſired by the Pre- public, and I believe appeared at hs Court of Enqui- 
ſident, to give in to the Judge Advocate, the paper ry; and I thought every thing had been forgot. | 
© above-mentioned, as far as he had been permitted to © Q. Were not you and 5 ner Croſbie with the Re- 
© read of it; when he replied in the following words, or giment at that time; and did either of you lign that 
© words to this purpoſe, ** As the Court have frequent- | c paper ? : * a 


« ly ſaid, during this trial, that they would only permit 4 4 | | 
ec what they * proper to appear on the face of the nen ſign that paper; I cannot anſwer for 
cc * . . . . 
proceedings, I ſhall only give in ſuch papers of mine c a . 
= as I think proper z therefore I will not give in this Ke Eos = 1 0 * 
Paper. © lickly read; I having demanded a Court of Engui 
The Court was immediately cleared, and when „ — * 1 r 
opened, was adjourned until the next day. _ ng Commander in Chief at that time, into my con- 


© A. I was in Court, but what the paper was I do 
© not now recollect; as I apprehended every thing had 
© been made up. I believe the Court of Enquiry was at 
your requeſt. | 
© Q. Did you, or did you not tell me, repeatedly in 
© Bandon, alſo in Corte, and on board the tranſport in 
© Corke harbour, and at ſea, that the Priſoner was the 
principal fomenter and cauſe of all the diſunion and 
0 N that had, and did prevail, in the Regi- 
men | 


Tux Cour being met, according to adjournment, 

© on Friday 24th, of February 1786, and opened, 
The following Reſolution was communicated to 

Major Browne, viz. 

© The Court have come to the determination (in 
© conſequence of the great inſult offered by you, to 
© them, yeſterday) to report your conduct, through the 
© Commander in Chief, to the Secretary at War, in 
© order to have it laid before the King ;—you are there- 
© fore to' conſider yourſelf under an arreſt, by order of 
* the Court, until his Majeſty's pleaſure is known; and 

- © you may now go on with the Proſecution. | 
Major Browne then informed the Court, that the 
Priſoner had been ſeen in company with the Witneſs 
under examination before the Court, ſince the Court 
adjourned yeſterday ; and as he underſtood the Priſoner 
and the Witneſs came together in the ſame chaiſe, to 
attend the Court, and requeſted the Court to take notice 

© of it. ES 

© The Court was then cleared, and when opened 
© again, the following was communicated to Captain 
a EHadges, as the ſentiments of the Court. As it appears 
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© A. Ido not recolle& I ever did. 5 | 
© Q. Did you not tell me repeatedly, there neves 
would be peace, diſcipline, or harmony in the Regi- 
ment, *rill ſuch time as the Prifoner, or one of his par- 
J. was brought to a Court Martial, even ſo late as 
pril, 1785? 
A. Ido not recollect I ever did, 
Q. Did you not tell me the beginning of laſt De- 
© cember, at my Quarters, in preſence of Captain Wil- 
© ſon, Adjutant Stewart, and Lieutenant Mahon, that an 
© oath was nothing; and that an officer, when on his 
© oath, need not recollect any thing but what he pleaſed ? 


© by the Minutes of the Court Martial, that Major * The Judge Advocate ſuggeſted this to be an impro- 
© Erowne, the Proſecutor, was told it was ng Sg +» aa per queſtion; it tending directly to criminate the Wit- 


© for him to have any communication with Dr. Dillon, | © neſs; upon which the Court was cleared, and when 


© while under examination; and Dr. Dillon, called upon | © opened again, the Judge Advocate thus addreſſed the 


* ſolemnly to declare what paſſed between him and the | © Proſecutor, — 
© Proſecutor ; and whereas it appears likewiſe on the «© Major BROWNE, 
© Minutes of the Court, that Sergeant Reilly, who took ] think it neceſſary to caution you. Suppoſing 
© notes in Court, and afterwards converſed with Dr, | your queſtion to be anſwered in the affirmative, it 
Dillon, was called upon oath to declare the ſaid con- may make you, as Commanding Officer of the Regi- 
© verſation, and reproved and forbid to hold any com- ment at the time, appear highly guilty of a breach of 
© munication with Dr. Dillon; therefore the Court | your duty, in ſuffering an officer, who had thrown 
© are ſurpriſed, that you, Captain Hedges, ſhould be guil- | “ out ſuch ungentleman-like ſentiments, to remain in 
© ty of this impropriety, after theſe initances, in holding | the Regiment without taking public notice of it.” 
© any communication with Major Sladden, an evidence in Major Browne deſired that the queſtion might re- 
© your Defence, while under examination; and the | main. The Witneſs was then told it was proper for 
5 . deſire, that you, Captain Hedges, will not for the | © him to anſwer it; which he did as follows, viz. : 
future hold the leaſt communication, directly or indi- © A. I do recollect that I never ſaid any ſuch thing to 
© realy, with any of the evidences, during their exami- | © you; but I believe I ſaid, a Gentleman on his oath. 
© nation before this Court. | . © could not ſay more than his memory furniſhed him 
© The Court alſo direct, that if any converſation has | with. 
© paſſcd between you, Major Sladden, and the Priſoner, Qi. From the Court Was Captain Hedges the young- 
© (relative to the buſineſs now before the Court) ſince | * eſt Captain with the Regiment when that paper was 
t you, Major Sladden, have been under examination as | * ſigned, as you ſuppoſe, by Captain Wilkinjon? 
© an evidence, that you, Major Sladden, ſhould relate the A. He was. | 
© ſame to the Court. Major Browne then ſaid, Mr. Preſident, and Gen- 
A. There has not any converſation paſſed between | © tlemen of the Court, I ſhall not aſk this Witneſs any 
© meand the Priſoner, relative to the buſineſs now before | * further queſtions, being ready to ſubſtantiate the quei- 
© the Court, ſince I have been under examination as a | * tion I have juſt aſked; therefore I ſubmit the validity 
© Witneſs, | © of his teſtimony to the Court.“ | 


Major Sladden's croſs-examination was continued, : 
© Q. From Proſecutor, —W hat was that which you ſay ANTHONY MUNTON, Eſq. an Inhabitant of the 


© Captain Wilkinſon might have been led todo ? Ifiand of Antigua, was then ſworn and examined, 
A. To the beſt of my recollection, at that time, it was Q. Was he preſent at the trial of Caplain Herges, by 


* owing to Captain Wilkinſon's ſigning a paper, with a | a Court Martial, in Antigua ? | 
| 25 | A. He 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE.. —& tg. 


0 He attended the trial very ſeldom. 


During the times of his attendance, did he obſerve 


any partiality in the conduct of the Members who com- 
poſed that Court ? | 3 | 
A. Not, to the beſt of his judgment. „ 

Q. Did it appear to him during thoſe times, that 
Majer Browne's behaviour was reſpectful towards the 
Court ? e ; 

A. He only recollects one or two inſtances, at which 
the Court took objetion :—Major Browne was a little 
warm in reſpect of his being reſtricted to certain parts of 
his Narrative ;—and there was ſome altercation with 
Lieutenant Urquhart, a Member of the Court; to all the 
circumſtances whereof he cannot ſpeak from his own re- 
collection; but he remembers, Major Br:wne obſerved 
to Lieutenant Urquhart, that he had no doubt he would 
recolle& any thing to criminate him, or to that effect, 

Does he recolle&t Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his own evidence, mentioned to the Court, ſome 
ticulars of his conduct with regard to Captain Hedges 


when they met at Bath; if he does, the Witnels is de-, 
fired to relate the circumſtances, and what obſervation. 


Lieutenant Colonel Forfler made _ it? 
A. He cannot ſay he does recollect it. 
Q. Did he hear Major Browne read a paper in 


Court ? | 


A. He gueſſes from report at the paper alluded . 


The Witneſs was not in Court that day. 


Q. Did he obſerve any Member of the Court Martial 


treat Major Browne, whilſt before the Court, in a man- 
ner unbecoming towards an officer of his rank ? 
A. He thinks not, when he was preſent. : 
Q. Did he ever hear, at the times when he attended, 
any of the Members threaten, or treat with abuſe, or im- 
proper language, any of the Witneſſes adduced in behalf 


of the Proſecution ? 
A. It is not within his recollection that any of them 


Q. Did he obſerve any part of the evidence in behalf 


of the Proſecution, which appeared to him to have any 
tendency to the ſupport of the charge in queſtion, reject 
ed, or forbidden to be minuted ? 

A. He really cannot point out the particular inſtan- 
ces; but he thinks once, he heard Major Browne deſire 


to have ſome queſtion, which he had propoſed, or ſome 


anſwer given toa queſtion, noted, or taken down, which 
the Court judged unneceſſary. Y 

Q Can he recollect the occaſion ? | 

A. It is ſo long ago, and not having ſince adverted to 
the buſineſs of the Court Martial, he cannot. 

Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial, during the fitting of the Court, make uſe of ſcurri- 
Jous epithets, when ſpraking of Major Browne ?. 

A. Never, he is very confident. 

Q. Did he, during his attendance, at any time hear 
Major Browne make uſe of any aſſeveration? 

A. He thinks once. He believes it was with reſpect 
to a part of his Narrative, or ſome of his queſtions being 
objected tu: Major Prewne ſaid, God damn me,” — 
& what ſhall I ſay ?”—or to that effect. He can only 
ſpeak to the general import of the latter words; but of 
the two firſt words, which contain the aſſeveration, he is 
poſitive. | 

Q. Does he recollect any other inſtance ? 

A. Not immediately. 1 55 

Q. In what ſtage of the proceedings was this expreſ- 
ſion uſed ? 8 15 
A. He cannot ſpeak particularly; he believes, it was 
very early in the proceedings. 

Q. Was it on the ſecond day of the trial? 

A. He cannot exa ly fix the time. | 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Does he recollect, 
whether he attended from the beginning of the trial, for 
a ſhort time every day ? 

A. He has been there two or three days, the whole 
time of the ſitting of the Court; he thinks ſo ;—at other 
times he has attended very partially ; perhaps not more 
than an hour. DE 
Q. Was it during the two or three firſt days, he at- 

tended intirely ? 

A. He thinks it was. N | 25 

Q. Did he obſerve Major Brotune, at the beginning 
of the trial, requeſt, in the moſt ſtrenuous manner, to be 
permitted to conduct his Proſecution in the manner he 
thought proper ? 

A. To the beſt of the Witneſs's belief, he did. 


Q. Did, or did not, his warmth ſeem to ariſe from his 


being poſitively reſtricted by the Court ? 

A. He thinks it did. Major Browne wiſhed to make 
-7 Narrative more extenfive—to take in a longer period 
Oi time. , 


Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne requeſt the Court, 
in the moſt ſtrenuous manner, not to prejudge him ?— 
to hear him firſt, and then judge afterwards,—or to that 
effect ? | | . 
A. He cannot ſay he particularly recollects that cir- 
cumſtance. 5 5 

Q. Did he, or did he not, hear the Court poſitively aſ- 
ſert, nothing ſhould appear on their Minutes, but what 
they liked ? x | | 

A. He is pretty certain he never did. . 

Q. Did he obſerve any difference in the condu of 
Major Browne towards that Court, from that which he 
now obſerves in him, until the Court refuſed him the 
permiſſion of conducting his own Proſecution ? 

A. It happened very early in the trial ;—the firſt in- 
ſtance of Major Browne's warmth ſeemed to ariſe from 


his being reſtricted in his Narrative, with regard to 


the ſcope of it, or the period to which the Charges rela- 
me „„ 

Q. At the ſame time the expreſſion fell from Major 
Browne, which he has mentioned, was it in anſwer to five 
or ſix different Members addrefling him at the ſame 


time ? 
A. He has not the circumſtance in ſuch perfect re- 


collection, as to be able to give an anſwer to the queſ- 


Q. Did he, or did he not, hear the greater part of the 
Court ſay, - you ſhall not go into that matter, Major 
Browne ? 


A. He conſidered it to be delivered as the ſenſe of the 


Court; which ſeveral Members did expreſs at the ſame 
time; but he does not mean to ſay, in confuſion, 
Q. Did they ſeem to expreſs it with any warmth or - 


violence ? 


A. They expreſſed it poſitively, as the ſenſe of the 
Court; but he defires not to be underſtood to ſay, with 
any violence. | | 

Q. Can he poſitively aſſert, whether, that the aſſeve- 
ration Major Browne made uſe of was, —©* God damn 
4 me,” —** what ſhall I ſay?” —or Good God, Gen- 
ce tlemen, where ſhall I begin?” | : 

A. He is perfectly certain, the words of aſſeveration 
were, God damn me.” | 

Q, Has he not ſeen the Members of that Court Mar- 
ae arm in arm with the Priſoner whilſt under 
tria 5 a 
A. He cannot particular ſy, arm in arm, but he be- 
lieves he has ſeen them together; and he believes, du- 
ring the trial, | | 

Did he ever ſee any of the Members with the Pro- 
ſecutor, Major Browne ? | 

A. Never. Rs 

Q. Did the Members of the Court ſeem familiar and 


intimate with Captain Hedges, even in Court? 


A. He cannot ſay, in Court; but he believes, out of it 


they did, | 

Q. At the ſame time this aſſeveration eſcaped Major 
Browne, did it appear to the Witneſs to proceed from 
diſreſpect to the Court, or from warmth, and his being 
off his guard in argument ? . EtS 

A. He conceived it to be from warmth, and from the 
reſtriction he has mentioned. | © 

Q. Did he obſerve the circumſtance which gave riſe 
to Major Browne's reply to Lieutenant Urquhart ? | 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he did not. 

Q. Did Major Browne, in his reply to Lieutenant Ur- 
quhart, ſeem cool and collected? 

A. He thinks perfectly ſo. He did not ſeem to the 
Witneſs to ſpeak with any apparent warmth, 

Q: Did it appear to him at the time, to be meant as a 
d np to the Court, or merely a reply to Lieutenant 
Urquhart ? | | 

A. He cannot take upon himſelf to give his ſenſe of 
it ;—it muſt naturally appear to have been a reply. 
He does not pretend to aſſert it was meant as a diſre- 
ſpect. + | 
Q. Was he preſent during the examination of Wit- 
neſſes for the Proſecution, and alſo for the Defence? 

A. He thinks he was in part, during the examination 
of both. | | 

„Was he ever in Court, when any Member of it 


addreſſed Major Browne, ſaying, —** We are not trying 


« you; dirt” - - t | 

A. He is pretty certain he heard that expreſſion from 
ſome Member of the Court; but cannot particularize the 
Member who uſed it. 5 

Q. Has he not frequently heard the Court refuſe to 
let queſtions be inſerted, or appear on the Minutes, 
when propoſed by the Proſecutor ? 

| | A. He 
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A. He.thinks be has already mentioned, that Major 

rowne expreſſed ſome warmth, on either queſtions or 
anſwers not being noted, as he wifhed. 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Has he ſeen 
Members of the Court Martial walking with Captain 
Hedges, pending the trial ? | | 

A. He has. | ; 

Q. Did he ever ſee Lieutenant Colonel Forfler walking 


with Captain Hedges? 


A. Not within his recollection. 
Q. Did he after the Court Martial ? O 
A. He does not recollect he ever did.— The Wit- 
neſs added, he particularly obſerved Lieutenant Colcnel 
orſter's mildneſs and delicacy in Court. 
Major Browne here took occaſion to declare, that he 


really does not believe Lieutenant Colonel Forſter ever did 


walk with Captain Hedges. 

Qi. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate give his 
opinion to the Court, that any queſtion put by Major 
Brownie, which appeared to the Judge Advocate to be 
material, was omitted from the Minutes ? | | 

A. Not to his knowledge. 


— 


Qt (By the Court) Did he ever ſee Captain Ramſay, 


Lieutenant Urquhart, or Lieutenant Lockhart, walk with 
Captain Hedges, pending the trial ? | 

A. He cannot particularize any Member at this diſ- 
tance of time. x 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What circumſtance 
gave riſe to his making the particular obſervation with 
regard to Lieutenant Colonel Forſter ? 


A. Becauſe Colonel Forſter, as Preſident, in general | 


put the - and he had thereby more opportu- 
nity of obſerving Lieutenant Colonel Forfler than any 
other Member. 

Q. Was the fame delicacy, propriety, and mode of 
conducting the trial obſerved at Antigua, which he wit- 
neſſes here? 

A. He has already obſerved, that during his attend- 


ance, which was very ſeldom, he faw no particular in- 


ffances of impropriety in the conduct of the Court. 
He does not exactly recollect the number of times he 


attended; he believes not more than fix or ſeven, 


Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler } Was it 
not the Judge Advocate who aſked the queſtions ? - 

A. In general, he thinks, during his attendance, the 
Preſident propoſed the queſtions ; they might afterwards 


be put to the Witneſſes by the Judge Advocate. 


Q. Was the behaviour of Major Brou ne as reſpectful 
to the Court Martial at Antigua, as it is to the Court 
now ſitting ? | 

A. He has already mentioned the only circumſtances 
of warmth, which he recollecis to have happened dur- 

ing his attendance at that Court; he can point out no 
other. 

Q. (By the Court) What circumſtance leads him to 
believe, that the officers, whom he ſaw in company with 
Captain Hedges, were Members of the Court Martial? 

A. He cannot aſſign any circumſtance. 

- Q. Could he recolſect the perſons of all the Members 
the Court ? 

A. He believes he could. 

Qi. Did it occur to him at the time, that there was 


of the Court Martial, from ſeeing them at the table in 


an impropriety in thoſe particular officers whom he ſaw 


with Captain Hedges (whoever they may have been) 
walking with him during the trial ? 

A. It did not.— He is pretty certain, he has ſeen 
fome of the Members of the Court Martial keeping 
eompany with Captain Hedges pending the trial, and he 
has generally underſtood it to be fo, | 
Since the period mentioned, has he made or re- 
newed an acquaintance with any of the Members who 
compoſed the Court Martial ? 

A. He never had any parti 
them, either before or ſince. 

Q. Did he at any time during the trial, obſerve any 
inſtance of Major Browne complaining of, or taking 
exception to, his not being permitted to put queſtions to 
the Witneſſes ? 

A. Not during his attendance, 

Q. (By geſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Was not 
the uniform of ſeveral of the Members nearly the ſame 
as the officers of the 67th Regiment Hand might he not 
be unable to diſtinguiſh to what Corps thoſe gentle- 
men belonged, whom he faw walking with Captain 
Hedges? 

A. He believes, the uniform of the zoth, was ſimi- 
lar to that of the 67th. — He can only ſay, that it is his 
belief he has ſeen ſome Members of the Court Martial 
in company with Captain Hedi, and he has otherwiſe 
under ſtood the ſme. 


cular acquaintance with 


Q.: Did he ever ſee any officers with green facings to 
their uniform, walking with Captain Hedges ? | 

A. He had no motive at the time for remarking, and 
therefore cannot ſay he ever did. | 

Q. Did he ever ſez any of the officers of the Royal 
Artillery (whoſe uniform is widely different) Members 
of the Court Martial, walking with. Captain Hedges ? 

A. He cannot fay particularly he did. 


Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Was Major Browne 
ever reſtricted from propoſing queſtions to his Witneſſes, 


during his examination of them? 
A. He don't recollect the circumſtance. 


Was he, the Witneſs, preſent, when a Witnefs 


was firſt produced in ſupport of the Proſecution ? 

A. He believes he was not. 5 

Q. Has he ever heard Major Browne requeſt, on his 
propoſtng a queſtion, which the Court over-ruled, that. 


the queſtion might appear upon the Minutes, together 


with a note of its being over- ruled? 

A. Major Browne has expreſſed ſome warmth on his 
quei-ions not being noted ſo fully as he deſired ;—he 
can ſay no further upon the ſubject. N | 

Q. Has he ever been in Court, when there have been. 
long altercations between Major Browne and the Court, 
relative to the manner of examining his Witneſles ? 

A. If any altercation had occurred, when he was 
preſent, he thinks he muſt have remembered it; but he 
does not. | : 


GEORGE REDHEAD, Eſq. of the Ifland of 


Antigua, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. Was he prefent at the trial of Captain Hedges in 
Antigua? 5 
A. He was one day only, preſent, when Witneſſes 


were under examination. 


Q. During that time, did he obſerve any partiality 


in the conduct of the Members who compoſed that. 


Court? 8 
A. He did not. ö 
Q. Was Major Brotone's behav our, during his at- 
tendance, proper and reſpectful to the Court? ' 
A. Major Sladden was the perſon examined the day 


he attended; Lieutenant Urquhart, one of the Members 


of the Court, upon Captain Wilkinſon's name being men- 
tioned, made ſome remark, which the Witneſs did not 
hear ;— Major Browne immediately ſald, he was ſure, 


Mr. Urguhart would not forget any thing which would 


tend to injure him, or words to that effect; whether 


this was reſpectful or otherwiſe, he begs leave to ſubmit 


to the Court, \ 
Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour violent on the 
oecalion ? | 
A. He did not look at Major Browne, when he ex- 
preſſed himſelf thus; Major Browne ſeemed to ſay it 
haſtily ; the Witneſs cannot ſay, with any violence. 
Q Did he obſerve any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial treat Major Browne, whilſt before them, in a man- 
ner unbecoming towards an officer of his rank? 
A. He did not. 
Q. Did he ever hear any of the Members threaten, 
or treat with abuſe, or improper language, any of the 
Witneſſes brought forward in behalf of the Proſecu- 
tion ? | . 
A. No, he did not. 
Q. Was he informed of the charges, which were 
depending ? | | g 4 
A. He underſtood the Court was held for the trial of 
Captain Hedges ; but what the charges were, he really- 
| does not now know. | 
Qi. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial make uſe of ſcurrilous epithets, during the ſitting of 


the Court Martial ? GE. 


A. He did not, either in or out of Court. 

Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne made uſe 
of any kind of affeveration ? ; 
A. He was not. 2 | 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne aſked leave 
to addreſs the Court, and began reading a paper ? | 
8 He Was. 4 

Being deſired to relate the purport of the paper, as far 


as he can recollect the Witneſs ſaid, that never having 


a thought of being called upon as a Witneſs, he cam 
only mention, that Major Browne began to read a pa- 


per, and was reading on, when the Preſident aſked for 
the paper, and Major Browne refufcd to give it, ſaying, - 


that as his queſtions were not permitted to be put as he 
pleaſed, or words to that effect, he would not give up- 

the paper. Es: Re 
Q. Did Major Browne, at any time, refuſe to acqui- 
eſce in the arreſt of the Court 8 
2 N A. After 
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A. After the Court had been cleared to deliberate 
upon Major Browne's remark to Lieutenant Urquhart, 
the Judge Advocate, when the Court was again opened, 
ave Major Browne to underſtand he was under an ar- 
reit, by Order of the Court; Major Browne obſerved, 
he conlidered himſelf under an arrelt to Lieutenant Co 
lonel Forſter, and not to the Court ; Lieutenant Colonel 
Forſter repiied—* By Order of the Court,” as nearly 

as the Witneſs can recollect. 5 
Q. Does he recollect the words uſed by Major Browne 


on his leaving the Court ? 
A. He — not ;—he believes he went out before the 


alljournment of the Court. . 
VL (By deſire of Major Browne) Can he ſpeak with 
politive preciſion, whether the Court was, or was not 
adjourned by the Judge Advocate, immediately at the 
concluſion of the paper which he read to Major Browne, 
by Order of the Court, relative to his arrelit ? 
A. He really cannot. N 5 | 
Q. Was he preſent at any time during the three firſt 


days of the trial ? 
A. He was not ; he was in and out the day before, and 


the day next, after Major Sladden's examination, but 


heard no evidence either of thoſe days. —On the day of 
the reading of the paper, he certainly was preſent—he 
cannot ſpeak with preciſion, as to what paſled any other 
day, than the day of Major Sladden's examination, and 
the day next af er it. LE ; 
Q. Was he preſent at the examination, and crofs- 
examination of Major Sladden ? 3 

A. He recollects queſtions being put by Major 
Browne, which he conceives, muſt have been in the croſs- 
examination. | : 

Q. Did he make any remark relative to Major Browne, 
upon the queſtions put by him to Major Sladden ? 

A. One particular circumſtance he recollects. Ma- 
jor Grewne, in propoling a queſtion to Major Sladden, 
aſked him, whether he recoliected ſuch and ſuch con- 
veriation in Corte harbour, ſtating the import of it, 
which the Court obſerved was putting words into the 
mouih of the Witnels, and that the queſtion ought to 
be put thus—* It you recollect a converſation . in 
« Carte harbour, relate that converſation.” — This is 
all he can now rec ollect at this diſtance of time. 

Q. During his attendance at the tr. al, did he obſerve 
Major Browne treat the Court with grols contempt and 
diſreſpect ? | : 

A. The expreſſions which Major Browne let drop 
in the reply to Lieutenant Urquhart, he certainly con- 
ſidered as a diſreipect ; he does not know any other. 

Q. Notwithſtanding the length of time, which has 
ſince elapſed, could Major Browne have been guilty of 
any other inſtance of groſs contempt and diſrelpect, and 
the Witneſs not recollect it? : 

A. He has already ſaid, he knows no other. 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did any 
Member of the Court Martial, point out to Major Slad- 
den, the mode in which he ſhould anſwer the queſtions 
put to him by Major Browne? | 

; A. No. ; : 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till the 
morrow morning at eleven o'clock, 


FRIDAY, 17th Auousr, 1787. 
Tux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


JOHN LYONS, Eſq. of the Iſland of Antigua, 
was ſworn and examined. 

Q. Was he preſent at the trial of Captain Hedges, by 
a Court Martial, in Antigua ? WEN | 

A. He was, three or four times, not more ; at neither 
time for more than an hour. Not expecting to be 
called upon, as being unacquainted with either of the 
parties, he is very apprehenſive of - confounding what 
he ſaw or heard in Court, with what he gathered in con- 
verſation out of doors, 

Q. During thoſe few times of his attendance, did 
he obſerve any partiality in the conduct of the Officers 
who compoled tnat Court? | 

A. He did not, 5 0 

Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour ſuch as appeared 
proper and re ſpeciiul to the Court? | 

A. He knows ſo little of the nature of a Court 
| Martial, that he does not think himielt competent to 

udge. | f 

a 4 Did Major Browne at any time, when he was pre- 
ſent, addreſs the Court, reflectin, on the character of a 
Member of the Court ? f ä 

A. It does not occur to him, that ſuch circumſtance 
happened when he was in Court. 


Q. Was he preſent, when Lieutenant Urquhart's name 
was mentioned? | 5 : . 
A. He was; and recollects Lieutenant Urquhart being 

addreſſed by Major Browne. 

Being deſired to ſtate the manner in which Major 
Browne expreſſed himſelf, —he related, that Major 
Browne, to the beſt of his recollection, ſaid, he was well 
aware, Lieutenant Urquhart would not fail to recollect 
any thing which might tend to his prejudice; or to that 


effect. 


Q. Was this ſaid coolly and deliberately, or with 
violence ? | | 
A. He rather thinks, warmly. _ 7 

Q. Did he obſerve any Member of the Court Martial 
treat Major Browne, whilſt before them, in a manner 
unbecoming towards an Officer of his rank ? 

A. No. | { 

Q: Did he ever hear, when he was preſent, any af 
the Members threaten, or treat with abuſe, or improper 
language, any of the Witneſſes adduced in behalf of the 
Proſecution ? 

A. No. He recollects the Court frequently telling 
them, they were going on improperly. 

Q. To what did this appear to be owing ? 

A. He does not exactly recollect. | 

Q. Did the Court expreſs, in what e the Wit- 
neſſes ſeemed to be going on improperly? | 

A. He cannot ſay ;—he has a very Aint recollection 


of this matter. 


Q. Can he recollect the name of any Witneſs who 


was told he was going on improperly ? 


A. Yes—Dr. Dillon, the Surgeon of the Regiment. 
Was he appriſed of the general import of the 


charges preferred againſt Captain Hedges ? 


A. He underſtood them to be Mutiny, and ungen- 
tlemanlike behaviour; and ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of 
Aajer Browne. | 

Q. Did he obſerve, when preſent, any part of the 
evidence adduced in behalf of the Proſecution, which 
appeared to him to have any tendency to ſupport the 
charges, to be either rejected by the Court, or refuſed 
to be entered on the Minutes of the Court Martial ? 

A. He cannot anſwer this queſtion, not taking upon 
_— to judge, whether the queſtions had that ten- 

ency. | 

Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court, du- 
ring _ ſitting, ſpeak diſreſpetfully of Major Browne ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne made uſe 
of any afleveration ? ; 

A. He recollects Major Browne, upon Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forfler telling him he was irregular, or that what 
he urged was improper, ſaying, * Damn me, what muſt 
„I ſay?” or ſomething to that effect. Damn me,“ 
or “ Damn it,” he is certain was the aſſeveration. 

Q. Does he recollect Major Browne making an aſſe- 
veration at any other time ? k 

A. No. EE 

Q: Was he preſent, when Major Browne aſked leave 
to addreſs the Court, and began reading a paper ? 

A. He was; but does not recolle& any part of the 
contents, | | 

Q. Does he remember Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his own evidence, mentioned to the Court, 
ſome particulars of his conduct with regard to Captain 
Hedges, when they met at Bath ? : 

A. No. | 

Q. Can he recollect a remark made by the Preſident 
on ſuch occaſion? - 5 | 

A. No. | 

Q. Does he recolle&t Major Browne reading a paper 
to the Court, the day after his having addreſled Lieute- 
nant Urquhart in the manner before related ? 

A. No. | 

Q.: Was he in Court when Major Browne was put 
in arreſt ? | | 

A. He remembers the circumſtance of the arreſt ; 
but whether it happened when he was in Court, or 
whether he was told of it out of Court, he cannot re- 
collect. 8 | 

Q: Does he recolle&t Major Browne putting a queſ- 
tion to one of the Witneſſes, mimicking a mode of ex- 
preſſion made uſe of by a Member of the Court Martial? 

A. He does not recollect it. : 
Q. Does he recollcR ſuch a circumſtance with regard 
to Captain Sutherland ? | : 

A. No; it could not have happened when he was 
preſent, or he ſhould have recollected that. 

Q. Did he ever hear the Court give peremptory di- 
rections to the Judge Advocate, as to the mode of in- 
ſerting in the Minutes either queſtions or — ? 10 

No 
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Did he ever hear the Fudge Advocate give bis 


opinion to the Court, that any queſtion put by Major 
Browne was material to the matter before them, which 
queſtion was, notwithſtanding, ordered by the Court to 
be omitted from their Minutes ? | 
A. No. LET. bs | 

Q. Was Captain Hedges, as well as Major Browne, 
checked by the Court, when any defultory converſation 
took place between them ? 

A. Yes; both were checked. 

Q: Does he recolle& any inſtance of the Court re- 
fuſing any queſtions which, in the opinion of the Wit- 
neſs, = pertinent to the matter before them ? 

A. No. 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Has he dined in 
company with Captain Hedges, the Priſoner, and alſo 
ſome of the Members of the Court Martial, during the 
trial ? 5 | 

A. Never with Captain Hedges. With ſome of the 
Members of the Court Martial he has, at a meſs ; not 
by invitation from them, but of ſome other gentlemen 
who belonged to the meſs. | 

Q. Has not Captain Hedges come in whilſt he was 

there, and ſat down ? | 
A. Never. The Witneſs lived at a great diſtance 
from town, and left the table very ſoon. | 

Q. Has he ever ſeen any of the Members walking 
arm in arm with. Captain Hedges, pending the trial ? 

A. Not that he recollects. 

Q. Has he ever ſeen any of the Members in company 
with the Priſoner at any place, pending the trial ? 


A. He believes he has; but he cannot ſpeak with 


abſolute certainty. 
Q. Did thoſe Members appear in a degree of fami- 
- liarity with Captain Hedges? | 
A. Not particularly ſo, nor particularly otherwiſe, 
Qt. From what he ſaw in general, both in Court and 
out of Court, did he not conceive them to be in a great 
degree of familiarity with Captain Hedges ? 


A. He did not obſerve it in Court; but out of 


Court they ſeemed to be upon the ſame footing with 


Captain Hedges as with one another, 
Q. Can he point out at what particular times he at- 
tended the Court, ſo as to obſerve their proceedings ? 
A. He cannot. He never attended two days toge- 
ther; believes he was in Court the fir? day. | 
Q. Did Major Browne urge as ſtrenuouſſy as he poſ- 
fibly could, that he might be permitted to conduct the 
Profecution in the manner which he thought abſolutely 
neceſſary? _ 
ay He does not recollect that. 


Q. Does he remember any. Narrative of Major 


Browne ? | 
A. He does. 
Q. What was that Narrative ? | 
A. It began with the firſt acquaintance of Major 
* Browne and Captain Hedges; mentioned their ſeveral in- 
timacics, and their ſeveral diſagreements, at different 
times, from Major Browne's firſt coming into the Re- 
giment. | 


Q. Did he make no obſervation upon what paſſed 


between the Court and Major Browne, and the diſcuſ- | 
throughout the Proſecution, was it in remonſtratin 


| againſt the conduct of the Court! | 


ſion which took place upon the ſubject of that Narra- 
tive ? | 
A. He recolleQs the Court ſaying, it was not allow- 
able to go ſo far back—or it was unneceſſary —or to 
that effect; and, if the Witneſs remembers rightly, 
that he ſhould confine himſelf to what paſſed in An- 
t10ua, E 
0 Did not Majer Browne, on this, requeſt the Court 
to permit him to carry on the Proſecution, as he thought 
neceſſary ? 1 5 

A. He believes he did. 55 | 

Q. Did he preſs it in as urgent a manner as he poſ- 
ſibly could? . 2 

A. Major Browne always ſpoke very earneſtly, and 
repeatedly attempted to go back; the Court as repeated- 
ly reſtricted, or endeavoured to confine him to the period 

which they pointed out. | 

Q. Did it appear to him, the Court pointed out the 
manner in Which Major Browne ſhould conduct the 
Proſecution ? 

A. He believes they pointed out ſuch and ſuch rules 
which he muſt abide by, wiſhing the buſineſs to be con- 
ducted as the proceedings of Courts Martial uſually were. 

Q. Did Major Browne ſeem to acquieſce in the mode 
and manner, in which the Court permitted him to 
conduct the Profecution ? 

A. He thinks Major Browne ſaid he muſt acquieſce ; 
but did not appear to him to be ſatisfied. 


| Q. Can he fay, with preciſion, whether the words 


„Damn me,” ſecmed involuntarily to eſcape //ajor 
Browne in argument, or whether they ſeemed intcnded 
as — to the Court, or to any particular Member 
of it s | 

A. He ſhould ſuppoſe they could nat be intended as 
an inſult ; they appeared to be an improper, unguarded 


_ expreſſion. 


Q. At the time he conceives the expreſiion to have 
eſcaped Major Browne, did the Major appear to be en- 
gaged in argument with five or fix different Members of 
the Court ? | . 

A. He cannot ſay. He was certainly in argument 
with the Preſident, or with ſome one, or perhaps more 
of the Members; he cannot aſſert with five or fix, or 
even with two; it may have been with more than the 


Preſident, but the Witneſs's memory does not ſerve him 


as to that. | 

Q: Is he very certain, the expreſſion. uſed by Major 
Browne, was that which he has mentioned ; or may it 
not have been Good God, Sir, (or Gentlemen) where 
„ ſhall I begin?“ 

A. He is certain Major Browne ſaid either “Damn 
“ me,” or © Damn it.” 

Q. Does he recollect the Court telling any other 
3 beſides Surgeon Dillon, he was going on impro- 
perly! | 

. Yes; Lieutenant Greene. The Court did not. 
ſeem to approve of the evidence of many of Major 
Browne's Witneſſes. | 

Being deſired by the Court to explain the nature of 


the objections made by the Court Martial, held in Au- 


tigua, to the teſtimony given by thoſe ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes: He ſtated the objections to be of this nature; 
that they contradicted themſelves, or contradicted each 


other. He does not mean to ſay, that the Court no- 


ticed this to the Witneſſes; but it appeared to him, 

that theſe were the grounds of the Court's diſapproval 

of their teſtimony. | 
Q: Did he ever hear Major Browne propoſe a queſ- 


tion to a Witneſs, which the Court would not permit 


the Witneſs to anſwer? 

A. He has ;—the Court alledging it was foreign to 
the purpoſe—and that very often, | 

Q. Did he ever hear the Court ſay “ Nothing 
„ thould appear upon their Minutes but what they 
liked?“ | | 

A. No. | * 

Q. Did he ever hear any of the Members of the 
Court addreſs Major Browne, the Proſecutor, thus— 
«© We are not trying you?? I 

A. He does not recollect it. ; | 

Q. Was he prefent when Major Browne offered any 


groſs contempt or diſreſpe& to the Court Martial ? 


A. He is not ſufficiently acquainted with the pro- 
ceedings of Courts Martial, to ſay what language is al- 


lowable; he ſhould have conceived the manner of ad- 


ts Tay” Urquhart muſt be improper. 

4 id any thing further come within his know- 

ledge, bordering upon groſs contempt or diſreſpect? 
A. No, He thought Afajor Browne's conduct 


throughout was free, 


Q. When Major Browne expreſſed himſelf freely, 


A. It was frequently. 

Q. Was he preſent when the circumſtance happened 
which gave riſe to Major Browne's addieſs to Lieutenant 
Urguhart ? : : 

A. No. He probably may have been in the room ; 
but does not remember to have heard it. | 

Q. Was he preſent when Lieutenant Urquhart ad- 
dreſſed the Preſident, requeſting to be protected from 
Major Broꝛune's inſolence, as Major Browne, by being 
under arreſt, was ſecured from his chaſtiſement ? | 
A. He was preſent when ſomething of the kind hap- 
pened ; nearly, he believes, but cannot ſay whether 
exactly, as the queſtion ſtates it. ä 

Q. What gave riſe to this ſpeech of Lieutenant Ur. 
guhart? 

A. He does not remember 

Q. Did Major Browne make uſe of an 
language to. Lieutenant Urquhart, or to any 


offenſive 
ember of 


the Court at the time? 


A. He does not recollect it. At the ſame time, he does 
not mean to ſay, nor does he conceive, that Lieutenant 
Urquhart ſaid this unprovoked; he took it for granted, 
that ſomething had paſſed, which drew this from Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart, though he did not hear it. Lieutenant 
Urquhart's ſpeech may have been in reply to Major 
Browne having told him he was aware Lieutenant Ur- 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR 


quhart would not fail to recollect what might prejudice 
him. | | - 


| JOHN BROWNE: 


Q. What was the manner, in-general, obſerved by the 
Court, in propoſing queſtions to the Witneſſes for the 


the Proſecution ? 
A. He cannot ſay, | | | 
. Was Major Browne permitted to examine the 

Wirneſſes produced by him, previous to the Court, or 
the Priſoner, p:opoling any queſtions to them? 

A. He really cannot ſay. It appeared to him to go 
on in the regular way. 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne produced 
Surgeon Dillon, the firſt Witneſs ? | | 

A. He was not. | 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne produced 
Adjutant Stewart, the ſecond Witneſs ? | 

A. No. | 


Q. When he produced Lieutenant Greene, the third 


Witnels ? 

A. No. He does not believe he was preſent when 
either of the Witneſies began their evidence, 

Q. Was he preſent whilſt Major Browne had any of 
the Witneſſes for the Proſecution under examination ? 

A. He ſuppoſes he muſt, ſeveral ; but he cannot par- 
ticulariſe the Witneſſes | 
Q. Did the Court interfere with Major Browne's exa- 
mination of the Witneſſes for the Proſecution, whiltt he 
was preſent ? —— This queſtion, reſpecting the interfer- 
ence of the Court, Hajor Browne explained to mean, 
the Court interpoſing a queſtion to the interruption of 
Alaior Browne's queſtions | 

A. Major Browne was frequently interrupted, as the 
Witneſs has alieady ſaid, by the Court telling him, he 
was out of order; but whether by interpoſing quelitions 
of their own, he docs not know. 

Q Did he ever hear Captain Hedges addreſs Surgeon 
Dillon, whilſt under examination by the Proſecutor, 
thus, Ha! I think you have got your leſſon?“ | 

A. He does not recollect it. 

- Q. Did he ever hear the Members of the Court tell 
any of the Witneſſes for the Proſecution, that they 


could ſwear plump enough to ſome things, but not to 


others ? f | 

A. He thinks the Court did tell the Witneſſes, 
their memories did not equally ſerve them; or to that 
effect. | 5 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Did he 
ever ſee Captain Hedges and him (Lieutenant Colonel For- 


fler together at dinner ? 


A. He never did ſee Lieutenant Colonel Forſter and 
Captain Hedges at dinner together, or at any other 
place: but he has ſeen Menibers of the Court Martial 
in company with Captain Hedges, at balls and cock- 


[08 


fights, and ſuch places of common reſort, pending the 


trial. 


Q. Was the meſs he mentioned, as having dined at, 


compoſed of Officers alone, or of Gentlemen of the 
Iſland alſo? | 1. 

A. He b.lievts, but is not certain, it conſiſted of 
Gentle en of the Iſland, as well as Officers. | 

Q. Did: he obſerve the Preſident ſpeak to Major 
Browne, on his giving him the Narrative to look at? 

A. He believes the Prefident ſaid, he could not re- 
ceive it; or ſomething of that kind; or that it was in- 
admiſſible. = | 

Q. Did he hear the reaſon of its being inadmiſſible, 
aſſigned by the Preſident to Major Browne, upon the 
occalion? | | | 3 

A. No. | 

Q. Can he ſpecify any of the queſtions propoſed by 
Majar Browne, which were refuſed to be entered on the 
Minutes of the Court Martial? 

A. He cannot. 8 | 

Q. Was the aſſeveration uſed by Major Browne, and 
which was accompanied with theſe words, What 
«© ſhall I ſay,” addreſſed to the Preſident ? 

A. Whether the words, What ſhall I ſay,“ were 


addreſſed to the Preſident immediately, or not, he does 


not know; he has already ſaid, the aſſeveration did not 
appear to him to be intended as an inſult. 

Q. When Lieutenant Urquhart addreſſed the Preſident 
of the Court for protection from the inſults of //ajor 
Brewne, did he make uſe of the word, chaſtiſement, or 
was the word uſed, reſentment ? 
Fog He does not know that either of thoſe words were 
uſcd. 
Q. Did Major Browne make any reply to Licute- 
nant Urquhart, or offer any obſervation upon this to the 
Court ? | 

A. He thinks he recollects Major Browne expreſſing 


a wiſh, the Court would indulge him in being free for | 


* | 
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a few hours, that he might give Lieutenant Urquhart an 


opportunity of putting his wiſhes in execution; mean- 


ing, as the Witneſs conceived, that he ſhould have no 
objection to meet Lieutenant Urquhart; nor be under any 


| apprehenſion, though nut protected by his arreſt. 


Q. Was not the converſation put a ſtop to by the 


Court, as ſoon as poflible ? 


A. It was, as immediately as poſſible, he believes. 

Q. Did Major Browne object to the Judge Advo- 
cate's propoſing ſome preliminary queſtions to the Wit- 
neſſes for the Proſecution, before Major Browne entered 
upon the examination of them ? | 

A. He does not know that he did, j 

Q. Did ever Major Browne object to the Court's pro- 
poſing queſtions to his Witneſſes, whilſt under examina- 
tion by him ? ; 

A. He does not know that he did. | 
Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour as reſpectful to 
that Court Martial, a it is to this Court? 

A. He does not think it was. 

Q. (By the Court) Did it appear to him, that the 
Witneſſes produced in behalf of the Proſecution, had 
anſwered with unbecoming reluctance, or in ſuch man- 
ner as might give juſt occaſion for obſerving, that their 
memories did not equally ſerve them ? | 

A. It is matter of opinion, and he wiſhes to be ex- 
cuſcd from anſwering the queſtion. 

Q. (By deſire of Ae Crowne) Was the conduct of 
the Court, towards Major Browne, and the Witneſſes 


v hom he produced in ſupport of the Proſecution, ſimi- 


lar to that he now obſerves, and has experienced ? 
A. He believes ſo. Nothing improper ſtruck him, on 
the part of the Court Mar 1al. | | 
Q. Can he recollect, in what ſtage of the trial, the aſ- 


| ſeveration fell from Major Browne, or relative to what 


circumſtance ? 

A. He cannot more particularly, than he has already 
ſaid. . h 

Q. (By the Court Did the Judge Advocate aſk the 


Proſecutor's approbation, previous to his propoſing queſ- 


tions to the Witnefles produced in the behalf of the Pro- 


ſccution, before their examination by the Proſecutor had 
taken place ? | 

A. He does not know. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What were the 
points upon which Major Browne was ſo frequently re- 
monſtrating with the Court, during the examination of 
the Witneſſes EF 1 | 

A. He cannot now-recolle& the points. 

Q: (By the Court) Does he recollect what language 
or expreſſions, were uſed by the Preſident, Lieutenant 
Colonel Forſter, when he checked, or endeavoured to 
ſtop, the unpleaiant altercations between A dier Browne 
and Lieutenant Urquhart ? 

A. He cannot point out the expreſſions ; can only ſay 
in general, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter endeavoured, as 


| ſpeedily as poſlibie, to put an end to them. 


The Witneſs having let fall an expreſſion in the courſe 
of his evidence, that the Court Martial held at Antigua, 
was ſeldom ſo quiet as this Court, he was aſked by de- 
fire of Major Hroune what cauſed that Court Martial 


not to be ſo quiet as this Court ? | 5 
A. It aroſe from Major Browne not being ſatisfied 


with the proceedings of the Court Martial; and from 


the Court Martial diſapproving the warmth of Majer 
Browne's language. | 


SAMUEL REDHEAD, Eſq. of the Iſland of Anti- . 
gua, was ſworn and examined. | | 

Q. Was he preſent at the Court Martial, held for the 
trial of Captain Hedges, in Antigua ? 

A. He was. 

Q. Did he attend frequently ? 

A. He did, | 

Q. During his attendance, did he obſerve any parti- 
ality in the conduct of the Members who compoſed that 
Court ? | : 

A. None. | | 

Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour ſuch as appeared 
to him proper and reſpectful to the Court? | 
A. He really is not a competent judge, and therefore 
wiſhes to decline anſwering the queſtion. 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne addreſſed - 


. himſelf to the Court, reflecting on the character af a 


Member of it ? | 
A. He recollects, after the Court had been cleared one 
day during the trial, Major Browne's coming up very 
warm, and addreſſing the Court to this effect, That he 
had heard a report, during the t me the Curt had been 
cleared, which he could rot believe, as he was fully per- 
ſuaded the Officers to whom the charge was laid, ac- 
cording 
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| cording to the -report, were not guilty of what he had 


heard. He then mentioned a converſation which was 
ſaid to have paſſed in one of the rooms at the barracks ; 
the converſation he cannot ſpeciſy in the exact words, 


but to the beſt of his recol lection it was to this purport, 


— That one of the Officers preſent ſaid, we mult all 
agree in our evidence; Lieutenant Mahon is a fine little 
fellow, and will ſwear any thing; and in his warmth, 
Major Browne ſaid, Let the man ſtand up, or avow 


<« jt, and he would call him a villain, and a vile af- -| 
tion between them. 


A Was Captain Hedges, as well as Major Browne, 
chec 


& faſlin.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Forfter here obſerving to the Court, 
that the circumſtance now related by the Witneſs, is 
not that to which he adverted, or which he expected his 
queſtion might have produced, another queſtion was pro- 
poſed to the Witneſs, by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, viz. 
Whether he recollects any inſtance (other than that 
which reſpects Enſign Murray) of Major Browne addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the Court, in a manner reflecting on the 


character of a Member of it? 


But it being paſt the hour of three, the Court ad- 
journed *till the morrow morning ten o'clock, 


SATURDAY, 18th Avevsr, 1787. 
Tus Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


SAMUEL REDHEAD, Eſq. was again called, and 
the queſtion which had been propoſed by Lieutenant Co- 


onel Forfter, yeſterday, immediately before the riſing of 


the Court, was now put, viz. 

Does he recollect any inſtance (other than that 
which reſpects Enfign Murray) of Major Browne addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the Court, in a manner reflecting on the 
character of a Member of it ? | 

A. He recolleQs after a queſtion being put to Major 
Browne, and his having anſwered it, the anſwer was read 
to the Court, whereupon Lieutenant Urquhart reminded 
the Judge Advocate of his having omittted ſome words 
which dropped from Major Browne ;— Major Browne 
then roſe and faid, He was certain Lieutenant Urquhart 


would let nothing eſcape him, which he thought would 


tend to criminate him. | 
Q Did any further converſation paſs on that occa- 
ſion 


A. He does not recollect any. The Court, he thinks, 


was then cleared. 
Q. Was he in Court the day following, when Major 


Browne aſked leave to addreſs the Court, and began read- | 


ing a paper ? 

A. He was. 

Q. What was the purport of it ? 
A. He does not recollect. 


Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne made uſe of 


any aſſeveration ? 8 

A. He really does not recollect the words uſed, but is 
very ſure Major Browne did ſwear an oath, upon his not 
being permitted to go on with a queſtion which he wiſhed 
to put. 
Q. To whom was that oath addreſſed ? 

A. It appeared to him to be to the Court. 
Qi. Does he recolle&t Major Browne making uſe of 
* ——_— at any other time ? 


o. | 
Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne was put 


in arreſt ?_ | 

A. He was. 

. What words did Major Browne expreſs on that 

occaſion? 

A. That he conſidered himſelf under arreſt to Colonel 
Fer /ter, and not to the Court. 

Q. On Major Browne's leaving the Court, did he make 
any ſpeech, and to whom? 

A. He does not recolle& what followed. He does 
not remember the circumſtance of Major Browne's leav- 


ing the: Court. 
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Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne put a 
queſſion to one of the Witneſſes, mimicking the mode of 
expreſſion uſed by a Member of the Court ? 

A. He does not recollect the circumſtance; it may 
have happened, 

Qi. Does he recollect a circumſtance of that kind, re- 
lative to Captain Sutherland? 

A. He recollects there being a kind of laugh againſt 
Captain Sutherland, but the. circumſtance ſtated in the 
queſtion he cannot ſpeak to ;—nor can he ſay what was 
the immediate occaſion of the laugh. 

Qi. Does he recollect Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his own evidence, mentioned ſome particulars 
of his conduct with regard to Captain Hedges when they 
at Bath? | 


A. He does not. IP | 

Q. Did the Court Martial reprimand Major Browne 
for any words he made uſe of to the Prifoner ? 

A. He does recolle& Major Browne being reprimand- 


ed: upon what account, at this diſtance of time, he does 


not recollect. 
. Did he ever hear any deſultory converſation take 


place between the Proſecutor and the Priſoner, during 


the ſitting of the Court ? 
A. He recollects, once or twice, there was a converſa- 


ed, when any ſuch deſultory converfation took 
place ? | ME Bug, 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, the Preſident de- 
ſired both of them to put an end to ſuch converſation. 
Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour, in general, ſuch 


as appeared proper and reſpectful to the Court? 


A. It is merely matter of opinion; and unaquainted 
with Courts Martial, as he is, he wiſhes to decline an- 
ſwering the queſtion, | 

Q. Did he obſerve any Member of the Court Mar- 


tial treat Major Browne, whilſt before them, in a man- 


ner unbecoming towards an Officer of his rank? 

A. Never. 

Q. Did he ever hear any of the Members threaten, 
or treat with improper language, any of the Witneſſes 
produced on the part of the Proſecution? ; 

A. He does not remember any ſuch thing. 

Q. Was he acquainted with the Charges againſt 

tain Hedges, or the general import of them, when 
he attended the trial ? | 

A. He underſtood them to be, Bchaviour unbecome 
ing an Officer and a Gentleman, and tending to Mu- 
tiny. b 
. Did he obſerve any part of the evidence in behalf 
of the Proſecution, which appeared to him to have any 
tendency to ſupport the Charges, rejected, or refuſed to 
to be entered on the Minutes ? : 

A. Not ſuch as ſtruck him, as having a tendency to 
ſupport the Charges ;—but there certainly were queſ- 
tions over-ruled, which Major Browne had propoſed, as 


appearing to him neceſſary or pertinent, but which the 


Court did not think ſo to be. 


Q. Did he ever hear the Court give direction to the 
Judge Advocate, as to the mode of inferting queſtions or 


anſwers ? | 
A. Never. Bo | : ; 
Q. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate give his 
opinion to the Court, that the queſtions — were 
pertinent to the buſineſs before them, but which the 
Court, notwithſtanding ſuch opinion, ordered to be 


| omitted from the Minutes ? 


A. He does not recollect he ever did. 

Q. Does he recolle& hearing the Court refuſe to aſk 
any queſtions, which he conceived were pertinent to the 
matter in iſſue ? | | 

A. Never :—there were one or two queſtions (what 
they were he does not recollect) which Major Browne 
wiſhed to have had put down, but was over-ruled by the 
Court, and which Major Browne himſelf, upon their ob- 


ſervation, withdrew—as the queſtions tended to criminate 


the Witneſs, if he had anſwered them. | 
Did ever Major Browne object to the Court, or 


the Judge Advocate, propoſing ſome preliminary queſ- 


tions to the Witneſſes on the part of the Proſecution, 
before he entered upon the examination of them ? 

A. He does not recollect he did. 

Q. Did Major Browne ever object to the Court pro- 
poſing queſtions to his Witneſſes, whilſt under exami- 
nation by him ? | 

A. He does not recollect he ever did. 

Q.: Was he preſent during the examination of Major 
Sladden ? 

A. He was. - | 

Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court, point 


out to Major Sladden, the mode in which he ſhould an- 


ſwer the queſtions put to him during his examination by 
Major Browne ? | 

A. Never. JA | 

Q. Did heever hear any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial, during the fitting of it, make uſe of ſcurrilous epi- 
thets or opprobrious language, when ſpeaking of Major 
Browne ? | | 

A, He does not recollect he ever did. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What were the 
points of time at which he attended the Court? And 
can he ſpeak to the proceedings thereof with preciſion ? 


A. He attended more or leſs every day, except ſome 
few intermiſſions, amounting together to a week, or 


Q. Did 


thereabouts. 
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„ ſay!?“— 
ä W exclamation, he hopes he ſhall not be preſſed to 
| fay, as he cannot take upon himſelf to determine; — 


r 


Q: Did che aſſeveratlon, which he ſays he recollects 
to have heard Major Browne make uſe of, appear to 
him an exclamation in argument, or as an inſult to the 
Court? | ; 8 #53 

A. It was on Major Browne's putting a queſtion, 
and he thinks on the Court's not admitting it, he then 
fwore—the particular oath the Witneſs cannot charge 
his memory with; and ſaid, ** Gentlemen, what ſhall I 
| hether it was intended as an inſult, or was 


Major Browne was very warm. 

Was the aſſeveration, Good God, Gentlemen, 
« what ſhall I fay ?” | 
A. He cannot ſtate the exprefſion—but he well re- 
members, it truck him at the inſtant to be an oath ; 


and Lieutenant Colonel Forfler immediately ſaid, Take 
* care Major Browne what you ſay.” 


Q. Was he preſent the firſt day of the trial? 
A. He was not ; but he was the ſecond, when as yet 
none of the buſineſs, as heunderſtood, had been gone into, 
Qt Did he ever hear any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial make uſe of any aſſeveration, when addreſſing Major 


Browne, or at any other time ? 


A. He does not recollect he ever did. 

Qt Did he ever hear Captain Smith, a Member of the 
Court, ſay in Court,.“ A Commanding Officer might 
« be a damned ſcoundrel, and there was no harm in 
c calling him ſo?” | 

A. He does not recollect he did ;—it may have 
happened, when he was out of Court; he was frequent- 
Ty in and out of Court; he never heard, that ſuch a 
circumſtance had paſſed, 
Qt. Did he return into Court immediately, when 
opened, after its having been cleared for deliberating on 
the buſineſs of Lieutenant Urquhart ? | 

A. He believes he did. 
Q. Did not the Judge Advocate immediately addreſs 


Major Browne, from a written paper, by Order of the 


Court? 

A. He did. | 
Q. Did not the Judge Advocate, at the concluſion of 
reading the paper, immediately declare, that the Court 
was adjourned 
A. To the beſt of his recollection he did. 

Q. Was not the Court immediately cleared upon 
Major Browne's reply to Lieutenant Urquhart that He 
& would not fail to recolle& whatever tended to erimi- 


(c nate him?“ a 


A. To the beſt of his recollection, after thoſe words 


| Lieutenant Urquhart got up, and ſpoke; what he ſaid, 


the Witneſs cannot recollect; and immediately after, he 

thinks, the Court was cleared. | 

Q. Was it upon this occafion Major Browne was put 

in arreſt, or on ſome other occaſion? * 
A. On this. 2 | | 

: Q Is it then to be underſtood, . that the converſation, 

which he ſays paſſed between Lieutenant Colonel Forfler 


and Major Browne, and wherein Major Browne aid, 


he conſidered himſelf as under an arreſt to Lieutenant 


Colonel * alone, and not to the Court, happened 
after the Court was adjourned? | : | 
A. He is not ſure whether the Court was adjourned 
firſt, or not, Reg ond 3 7 
Q. Was nat this paper, read to him by the Judge Ad- 
vocats, the. firſt intimation of his being under an arreſt 
—or did the Prefident, or any of the Members ſay, 
« Major Browne,. we put you under an arreſt ?” 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, as ſoon as they 
went into Court, the Preſident deſired the Judge Ad- 
vocate to read what was contained in the paper, which 
was to put Major Browne in arreſt ;—and, he believes, 
was the firſt intimation he had of it. * 

Q. Did not Major Brotone inſtantly take off his 
ſword and preſent it to the Preſident and were not all 
the Members ſtanding up at the concluſion of the 
Judge Advocate's addreſs ? . 

A. He does not recollect the Members being all 
ſtanding up; but full well recollects the delivery of the 
ſword— the Witneſs now thinks, it was at the delivery 
of the ſword, the words paſſed, but cannot be poſitive, 

Did Major Brown's geſtures, or manner of de- 
livering his ſword to the Preſident, ſeem diſteſpectful, or 
otherwiſe—or did he appear in the leaſt heat or paſſion ? 

A, Major Browne appeared to be rufled—which the 
Witneſs conſidered as very natural in ſuch a caſe—but 
he did not obſerve any diſteſpect, except as to the ex- 
preſſion, which he leaves to the Court to judge of. 

Q.: When he addrefled the Court the following day, 


did the paper to whichhe occaſionally referred, appear 


like notes, or a written ſpecch made for the occaſion ? 


— 


FT RIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWN E. 


— 


| houſe. 


man in common ſpeaking to another. 
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A. He really did not fee the writing upon it; but 
Major Brawne began to read from a paper, and, he 
thinks; the Court deſired to have the paper, which to 
the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne refuſed to give; 
he thinks Major Browne did aſſign ſome reaſon, but he 
cannot poſitively ſay what; he believes Major Browne 
ſaid, it might be wrote down, (meaning, that. it might _ 
be inſerted in their Minutes.) The Court wiſhed to ſee 
it firſt ; but of this, he has a very imperfect recollection. 

Q. Did he make any remark at the time, upon what 
Major Browne ſaid, when addreſſing himſelf to the 


Court, from that paper? 


A. Nothing more than he has ſaid; and of that he 
has only a faint recollection. 

Q. Could Major Browne have ſhewn any groſs con- 
tempt or diſreſpect to the Court at that time, without 
his noticing it ? | 2 | 

A. He really has not the ſmalleſt recollection of what 
was expreſſed from the paper; if any thing fo groſs had 
been heard by him, he certainly ſhould have recollected 
it, | EE 
Q. Did the Members of the Court Martial join in 
the laugh which happened at Captain Sutherland's ex- 

ence ? Ss . | 

A. To the beſt of his recollection ſome of them did, 

Q. Did Major Browne receive any reprimand from the 
Preſident, or from any of the Members of the Court 
Martial, xt that junQure ? | 2 

A. He has but a faint recollection of the whole; 
he does nt remember he did. | 

Q. the conduct of Major Browne, in his charac- 
ter of Proſecutor, marked with that delicacy towards the 
Court, which ought to take place on ſuch an occaſion? 

The Witneſs being preſſed to it by Major Browne, re- 


luctantly anſwered though the queſtion is very diſa- 


greeable—he cannot help ſaying, he did not think 
Major Browne's behaviour, in ſome parts of the pro- 
ceedings at which he attended, marked with that re- 


ſpect, that the Witneſs himſelf, in the ſame ſituation, 


ſhould have wiſhed to have ſhewn. 

Being deſired by Major Browne to inſtance ſuch points 
as led him to this opinion—he further anſwered ;—the 
moſt glaring circumſtances which he noticed in the 
courſe of the evidence are theſe: Major Browne's man- 


ner of expreſſing himſelf concerning the buſineſs of 


Enſign Murray—the unguarded expreſſion he let drop 


to the Court concerning Lieutenant Urquhart—and the 


warmth he was in at ſundry times, when his queſtions 
were not permitted to be inſerted on the face of the 
Minutes. ; 
Q. Has he not dined in compan 
any time, with the Members of the 


frequently, or at 
ourt Martial, and 


Captain Hedges the: Priſoner, then under trial? 


A. He never dined in company with Captain Hedges 


during the trial, —and in company but with one of the 


Members of the Court Martial, Captain Ramſay, and 
that was on the firſt day of the trial and at his Father's 
Q. Has he ever obſerved the Members of that Court 
Martial, both in and out of Court, in a degree of fami- 
liarity with the Priſoner ? | | 
A. He recollects to have ſeen ſome of the Members 


at times talking to Captain Hedges ;—he thinks, ſeveral 


of them ſpeaking to him both in and out of Court; he 
remarked no particular familiarity, but as one Gentle- 
Q. Has he ever ſeen any of them walking arm in arm 
with Captain Hedges, at balls, or at cock-fights, or 
any where elſe? _ | 
A. He was but once at a ball in company with Captain 


| Hedges, at which time he does not recollet—he can't 


charge his memory with having any where ſeen him 
walking arm in arm, with any of the Members of the 
Court Martial. | 

Q. Did it appear to him, from what he ſaw both in 
Court and out of Court, that the Members of that 
Court Martial were upon the ſame footing with Maj ar 
Browne, as with Captain Hedges? | 
A, It appeared to him, and he believes it muſt have 
appeared to every body in the country, that 47ajor » 

rowne kept company but with very few of his Officers; 
and indeed, he never recollects ſeeing Major Browne 
talking to any of the Members, further than one or two 
words, which might occaſionally paſs in Court, | 

Q: Can he point out any Officer of the Regiment, 
who did not generally. dine at 41ajor Browne's houſe 
once a week, or once a fortnight ; or at leaſt, who was 
not invited ſo to do ? TE | 

A. He cannot poſſibly point it out; he ſpoke what he 
ſaid from hear-ſay, as to the Officers of the Regiment 
being little with him. | 
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Q. As he was preſent in Court the ſecond day of the 
trial, did it appear to him, that Major Browne acquieſced 
in the proceedings of the Court on that day of the trial? 
A. He recollects, when Major Browne opened his 
Proſecution, there were ſome matters mentioned there- 
in, which happened many months before—to the beſt of 
his recollection, in Dublen.—As he was going on with 


* 
- 4 


his Proſecution, he was ſtopped by the Court's ſaying, 


thoſe things were only giving the Court trouble; as with 
reſpect to thoſe charges, Itajor Browne might have 
brought Captain Hedges to a Court Martial, and that the 
Court could not now take cognizance of them. Major 
Browne began to read again almoſt to the ſame effect, 
though in different words ;—he was ſtopped, the Wit- 
neſs thinks, ſeveral times, which made him very warm, 


and how it was ſettled, that the Proſecution was to be 


carried on, he does not really recollect. | 

Q: Did Major Browne appear to him, during his at- 
tendance, ever to be ſatisfied with the reſtrictions ſubject 
to which he was permitted to carry on the Proſecution ? 
A. There were very often diſturbances in Court, on 
account of Major Browne not being permitted to put 
queſtions in his own way. | 


Q. Did this happen on his examination, or croſs-ex- 


amination of the Witneſſes ? | 
A. He is not certain; but he believes, on both. 

Q.: Did he obſerve Lieutenant Urquhart mention Ma- 
jor Browne's name in any manner, previous to his reply 
to Lieutenant Urquhart ? : 2 

A. Nothing further than he has before mentioned, — 

his addreſs to the Judge Advocate, 05 8 
Qi. Has he ever heard the Witneſſes produced on the 
part of the Proſecution, refuſed permiſſion to explain 


themſelves ;—the Court ſaying, they had nothing to do 


with their explanation ? 
A. He does not recollect he ever did. 


Q. Did not the Court, in general, dictate to the 


Judge Advocate. relative to the inſertion of evidence? 

A. What he ſaw was conducted thus — The Judge 
Advocate put down every word mentioned by the Wit- 
neſs, and then read it over to him, to know whether that 
was his meaning. The circumſtance, which the queſtion 
ſuppoſes, did not ſtrike the Witneſs in that light, for he 
has heard Lieutenant Colonel Forfter aſk the Judge Advo- 
- cate, on his obſerving ſomething (what it was he does 
not now recolle&) whether it ſtruck him, the Judge Ad- 
vocate, ſo; or, whether it was ſo. 


Q. Was it the Judge Advocate who refuſed the inſer- 


tion of queſtions, or the Court ? 

A. In general, he thinks, the Court, with the concur- 
' rence of the Judge Advocate, | 

Q. What — has he to know, or to think, it was 
with the concurrence of the Judge Advocate? 

A. He took it for granted, as the Judge Advocate did 
not ſuggeſt any diſapprobation. 

Pia he ever hear any Member, during the ſittin 


of the Court, make uſe of any ſcurrilous, or diſreſ- | 


pectful language, of, or to Major Browne ? 


A. He does not recollect he ever did. 


Tt being three o'clock, the Court — *till 
Monday morning next at ten o'clock, 


MONDAY, 20th Avevsr, 1787. 


Tux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


SAMUEL REDHEAD, Eſq. was further exa- | 


mined; - | 8 

85 {By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Did Ma- 
jor Browne make uſe of any expreſſions, on the Court's 

demanding the paper, and what were they ? | 
A. He does not recollect any other than he has already 
mentioned, namely, as the Court would not permit the 
paper to be inſerted in their Minutes, he would not deli- 
ver it up. Major Browne was — as far as he under- 
ſtood it, and recollects, to have had the contents taken 
- down by the Judge Advocate, as he delivered himſelf 
from the paper; but would not deliver up the paper itſelf, 

Q. Can he recollect, whether it was the Court which 
requeſted: the paper to be entered upon the Minutes, or 
Major Browne ? Eb 

: To the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne (aid 
he would read it out, and was ſtopped by the Court from 
proceeding in it : but at this diſtance of time, he has not 
a diſtin& recollection of theſe circumſtances. | 

Q. Did Major Browne at any time, ſpeak to, or of the 
Priſoner, in preſence of the Court, in ſuch manner, as 
appeared to him to be offenſive or diſreſpectful to the 


Court? and if he did, the Witneſs is deſired to flate 


the expreſſions, as nearly as he can recollect them. 


the circumſtance of the paper intire 


— 


it. 
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A. He recollects two or three times Major Browne, 
when rather warm, did make uſe of ſome expreſſions 
(what they were he cannot now recolle&), and that 
Captain Hedges got up to reply, but was ſtopped by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forfler, who told Major Browne, the Pri- 
ſoner was under the protection of the Court. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did he ever hear 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler tell the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, 
or any Member of the Court, that Major Browne was 
under the protection of the Court? 1 1 

A. He does not recollect, he ever did; but he has heard 
Lieutenant Golonel Forſter ſay, when Major Browne has 
been warm on matters, Major Browne, be quiet, you 
«© ſhall have every thing you can wiſh,” "ot 

Q. Did Major Browne ſeem to admit, that every 
thing was done for him, which he could wiſh ? 

A. No, he did not. | | 

Q. When Major Browne addreſſed the Court from 
the paper mentioned, did he not tell Lieutenant Colonel 
Forſter, he ſhould repeat it word for word, in order to 
give an opportunity for its being taken down ? 

A. As he has before ſaid, he really does not recollect 

nor does he re- 
collect Major Browne's having made uſe of thoſe exact 
words; but he underſtood, as far as he can recollect, 
Major Browne would have read it out, although he would 
not deliver up the paper. | | 

Q. Can he recollef on what occaſions, or reſpectin 
what points, Major Browne was warm with the Priſoner 

A. He really cannot. | 
Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did he 
ever hear Lieutenant Lockhart, a Member of the Court, 
animadvert on an improper ſpeech made by Captain 
Hedges to Major Browne, on the day of Major Sladden's 
examination? . . 

A. He does not recollect that circumſtance, 

Q: Did he hear Major Browne ſay in Court, to the 
Priſoner, Captain Hedges, ** Aye, and had you done 


„ ſo, you might have ſaved your Commiſſion ?” 


Some doubt ariſing on the propriety of this queſtion, 
the Court deliberated thereon in private, and came to 


this Reſolution—That the queſtion, not tending to eſ- 


tabliſh, or to do away the charges now under conſidera- 
tion, ought not to be propoſed to the Witneſs ;—which 
Reſolution, the parties being again called in, was inti- 
mated to them, and to the Witneſs, 

Q. (By the Court) Can he recolle& the queſtions, on 
the over-ruling of which Major Browne made uſe of 
the ſtrong aſſeveration ſtated in the ſormer part of his 
evidence; or to what ſubject thoſe queſtions related ? 

A. He cannot charge his memory therewith ; it was 
generally on queſtions being checked, that the alterca- 
tions or diſturbances happened. | by 

Q: Can herecollc& on what day, or in what ſtage of 
the trial, the aſſeveration fell from Major Browne ? : 
A. He really cannot—nor who was under examina- 
tion at the time, | : | 

Q. Were the checks or interruptions, given by the 
Court to Major Browne, conveyed in the ſame degree of 
warmth or paſſion, as has been imputed to Major ; aug 
when he addreſſed the Court at thoſe times ? 

A. He does not think they were—although when 


Major Browne may have varied a queſtion, b altering, 


the words, but ill tending to the ſame effect, he has 
obſerved Lieutenant Colonel Forfler riſe up quickly and 
tell him ſo. | | 


| LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER, here 

begged leave to refer to the Minutes of the Court Mar- 
tial held in Antigua, fo far as reſpects the evidence given 
by Major Sladden to that Court—(already recited in a 


former part of theſe proceedings beginning in page 17 


and ending in page 18)—and the ſame were again 
read, | \ 

MAJOR GEORGE SLADDEN, of the 65th 
Regiment of Foot, was now ſworn and interrogated. 

Q. Did any Member of the Court, point out to him 
the mode in which he ſhould anſwer Major Browne's 
queſtions on the trial of Captain Hedges, at Antigua? 

A. No, he does not remember any ſuch thing. 

Q. Did Captain Hedges tell him not to anſwer a 
queition put by 1ajor Browne, in his croſs-examin- 
ation ? 1 

A. There was a queſtion put, which he declined an- 
ſwering, as it led to private converſation z but he does 
not remember Captain Hedges telling him not to anſweg 

Major Browne declined propoſing any queſtions to 
this Witneſs, by addreſſing the Court as follows: 

8 Mr. 
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6 Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 
« I do not conceive it among the leaſt of my miſ- 
t fortunes, in being obliged, with much pain and 
44 reluctance, to aſſert, that it is totally impoſſible for 


* me to propoſe _ queſtions to this Witneſs—m 


tc reaſons for which, if required, I am ready to ſubmit 
4e to the Court.“ 

The Court cleared—and on being reſumed— 

Sir Charles Gould addreſſed Major Sladden, informing 
bim, the Court had no further occaſion for his attend- 


ance. Major Sladden then replied : 
« Mr. Pre _ and Gentlemen of the Court, 
. « ] find myſelf ſo extremely reflected on by Major 
& Browne, by what he has ſaid, that 1 ſhall apply for a 


* General Court Martial, * 


N. B. The following e printed in Italics, 
is not inſerted in the Judge Advocate's Copy 
but added from the Snon-hend Notes of 


Mr. Hudſon. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL F ORSTER made a further 
reference to the Minutes of the Court Martial, in reſpe of 
the Evidence given by Captain Wilſon, which xwere read, 
as follow, viz. 


* CAPTAIN WILSON was next called, and * on 
© the part of the Priſoner. 

Q. How long have you been i in the 67th Regiment „ 

A. Very near ten years. 
Q. Did you ever know me act axlile on Officer and a Gen- 
© tleman ? | 

© A, No; I never did. 

Q: Did you obſerve any pare 27 * conduc? which tended 
* i» Mutiny ? ; 

© A. No. 


QQ. Did you ever Low 1 me, in any inſtance, to at contrary | 


© to good order and Military diſcipline ? 
* A. No; I did not. L 
* Q. Did you ever know me to injure Major Browne, as 


* my Commanding Officer of the Regiment, in the opinion of' 


© any of the Officers of the , ? 

© A. No. 

© Q. Did you ever Loew any diſur'on in the 67th Regimient, 
© prior to Major Browne's taking the command ? 

© A. No; I did not. | 

Q. Did you ever know me form a party in the 6755 Re- 

* giment, in oppoſition to Major Browne ? 

© A. No. 

© Q. Did you ver know any part of my 3 bd 
« prevented Major Browne from _ ing on the duty 7 the 
* 67th Regiment? 

s A. No. | 

Q. Did you ever hear Dr. Dillon /a ay, that if I did not 


nate up matters with Major Browne, that his omits, be- 
© fore a Court Martial, would break me ? 


A. I never heard Dr. Dillon »/e any ſuch expreſſion. 
Q. Menticn to the Court the converſation you had with 


© Enſign Heard, the night of the day I wwas ordered to Eu- 
c rope P 


* A. IJ W meeting Mr. Heard, Then I was in company 
* avith Captain Hedges > Mr. Heard / to Captain Hedges, 
© that he was extremely ſorry that hs wvas obliged to be in the 


room, when Captain Hedyes Bad called on Major Browne; 
* that be ſoould have left the room, but that Major Browne 
* infiled on his laying there. Captain Hedges then told him, 


bat he was exceedingly happy that he had been preſent, that he 


8 might know whether any improper converſation had paſſed be- 
* tween bim and Major Browne. Captain Hedges then aſt- 


e Mr, Heard, if be thought that he had ſaid any thing im- 
* proper to Major Browne? Mr. Heard ſaid, No; that he | 


6 thought he had act; and that what he had ſaid, he twas per- 


'* fed right in. I then aſted Mr. Heard myſelf, if he had 


is T the whole of the converſation, and if te thought Cap- 


. * rain Hedges bad ſaid any thing improper ; he mentioned 


* to me, that as he had been in vhe room the whole f: me, 


© that he muſt have heard all the converſation, and that be 


did not think Captain Hedges hail ſaid any thing improper. '. | 


Q. If you recollec any converſation of the Commander in 
© Chief, with re/pe# to me, 'mention it to the Court? 
© A. I do recollect the Commander in Chief ſaying to Cap- 


© tain Hedges, that you are a very bad boy ; for I underſtand 


yon encourage extravagancy and drinking in the on Regi- 

* ment. He ſaid this jocularly. | | 

© The Priſoner declining to aſt Captain Wilſon any other 
© yueſtions, the Court then aſted Captain Wilſon : 

Q. Do you know what gave riſe to this converſation ? 

© A. We had had ſome converſation with the Commander in 
© Chief, relative to what Major Browne had ſaid, which 
© brought on the conver/ation alluded to. 

© Q. (Court) Did you hear the Commander in Chief fag,” 
Major Browne had told him this? 

A. No; I did nit; but he had told us ſome converſation 
Major Browne had made uſe of. 

Q (Court) What was that converſation ? 

© A. It was ſomething about the Officers characters. I think 
he. ſaid, Captain Wilkinſon, I underſtand you are a very 
« quiet man; and as for you, Captain Wilſon, I underſtand 
© you are no favourite of the Major's. 

* PROSECUTOR's CROSS-EXAMINATION. 

Q. Have not you and the Priſoner been quartered at dif 
« ferent Iſlands, fince the . came to the Weſt Indies? 

© A. We have. : 

Q. How often have you and the Priſoner been together ; 
* and for how long a time, between the iſt June 1785, and 
the 15th December 1785? 
A. At different times I have been with bin about two 
6 months. 
* Q. Did you ever bear the Priſoner ſpeak di ugs 
of me ? 
© A. As bis Commanding Officer, I never heard him ſay 


* 


any thing to your prejudice; but I have heard Captain 


Hedges /ay, that as @ private Gentleman, he could not ap- 
prove of your conduct; but, «s his Commanding Officer, 
would always obey y; and that he would be very par- 
ticular in obeying your orders, for he was convinced you 
would take the firſt opportunity of breaking him. 

c Q. Has not the Priſoner, in your preſence, repeatedly tra- 
duced my character ? 
A. As a private Gentleman, $5 did not 3 your con- 
dud ; but, as a Military man, 1 never heard aw ſay any | 
thing againſt you. | 

Q What were the expreſſions he made uſe of, when di ape | 
proving my conduct as a private Gentleman? 

A. I cannot recollect any particular expreſſion further than 
what I have ſaid, nor did I ever bear him oe reaſons for 
his diſapprobation. 

© Q. Do you, er do you not, recolle# Surgeon Dillon go- 
ing to you @ ſhort time after the Priſoner was put in arreſt, 
and requeſting you to uſe your endeavours to nale uþ the 
matter, as, he then ſaid, he frared the _ . a Court * | 
tial, or words to that effe# ? 

© A. I do recollect walking with Dr. Dillon in the gallery 
of the barrack; wwe had ſeme converſation, wherein Dr. 
Dillon told me, that I had a great influence over Captain 
Hedges, and he wiſhed I would perſuade him to make up 
this buſineſs at any rate, for he was ſure it was ſome matter 
that had been miſrepreſented by ſome Joung boys in the Regi- 
ment. I told Dr. Dillon, that I thought Captain Hedges's 
feelings ſhould let him anſwer for himſelf; that I ſhould not 
attempt to perſuade bim; but that, as my own private opi- 
nion to him, I thonght it better that this buſineſs ſhould come 
to a Court Martial; that theſe boys, as he called them, 
might be known to the world, abo had told private conver- 
© /atiohs, He made anſwer, that, for his part, he did not care 


A 


A 


* 


* * * 


* * * 


0 LY - - [ 


A 


other. I told him I thought he vas perfe@ly right. 

Q. Do you recollec telling kim at the ſame time, that as 
all Captain Hedges's conduct was of a private nature, it 
could not be cognizable befere a Court Martial ? 


* 8 A. 14 


* 


about it, and ſhould not take a part either on one fide or the 
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himſelf to the Court, reflecting on the character of a 
Member of it ? 

A. Major Browne did addreſs the Court, wherein he 
attacked the author of ſome vile aſperſions relative to 
the character of his friends. 1 15 

Q: Does he recollect his addreſſing the Court, reflect- 


© power to ſerve and oblige him, and the Officers of the Regi- 


A. T do not recolle@ that; but do recollect ſaying to Mr. | Court, was directed to the time at which Major Browns G "XV 
© Dillon, that I thought private converſation world not be wiſhed to begin his Narrative. SIM A 1 
0 liftencd to by a Court Martial. „ 28 thing happened which might ſurniſh the Ee. 
Q. Do you recolle& when you came over at that time from 3 5 q 1 7 2 ** Court Martial, which he . 5 17 
« St. Kitt's to this Hand, nineteen or twenty days before the A. He never recollects any thing of the: kind hays yp bt 
© Priſoner was ordered into arreſt, having a converſation with ing happened, | | 9987 SR 1 100 
© him at the barracks in this Hand, relative to me, and the Q. Did it appear to him, that the Court refuſed 8 
TD 5 Major Browne the latitude he wiſhed to take in his 
© propriety of my command, and what was it? 1 EE he | 1 1 
3 g roſecution, from any undue bias in favour of the Pri- - 
A. I cannot recollect any ſuch converſation. ſoner, or from their opinion, that ſuch a mode of Pro- 1 5 
Q: Did J not flate to you, ſome time previous to the Pri- ſecution was improper ?- | a "3s .* | 
© ſoner's being put in arreſt, my concern and pain at the con- A. He thought it procceded from an opinion that 1 
x i | the mode was improper : CREED | 4 
« ſener, when I had d thing i e 1 8 . 
FT rn we, hilt be was preſent, addreſs 1 


4. 
: 3 
\ 1 oo oe END 
Lo OO NETS 
* - $a, 


© ment? | x | 
A. I do recolle your mentioning, that you wiſhed to 


© make things agreeable to the Officers ; that you only wiſhed 
they would let you alone, and you would be ſatisfied. I told 
ing upon any Member of the Court? 


© you, ¶ believed every Officer would wiſh to give you as little 
A. He does not, unleſs the author of thoſe aſper- 


= trouble as poſſible, if yeu would purſue the ſame kind of con- 
© gud. i ſions was ſuppoſed to be Enign Murray. 


<Q. Did you not, a few days previous to this converſation, 1 * * oy 5 75 Court, ab Major Br owne aſked leayg 
tell Captain Hedges, that Major Browne had done every addreis the Court, and began reading a Paper rela- 


© thing in his power to ſerve the Regiment, and make them 


tive to accuſing the Members of partiality ? 
A. He does not recollect its happening when he was 
© happy ; and that it was their own fault if they were | 
© wot ſo? | ; ; 


in Court, | | 
| 2 _ he in Court when Major Browne made uſe 
1 left bavi 1 ſuch a thins to | Of any aſſeveration? a 

© Captain 5 Ny One JO OF. RON Pe A. He recolleds the Major being over-ruled by the 
P 28. 5 „Court in ſome queſtion he had propoſed—when he ſaid, 
Q Do you recolled telling him, if be perfifted in bis epi- &« What ſhall I fay? Good God, what ſhall I ſay ?” or 

nion to me, you would not take part with him? PHE! ſomething to that purpoſe. | „ 
A. I am convinced, that JI never did ſay ſo to Captain Fe Q. 1 _ the words now mentioned were, Good 
£ 8 ew 7 4 3 8 od, what ſhall I ſay? : 27.» 
oc A. He thinks they were, as nearly as he can recol- 


* fon. $3, lect ; 
© Q. Court.) Did Major Sladden, in the beginning of Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne. was put 
in arreſt ? 3 N 


December laſt, declare in any company where you were pre- 
© ſent, that an Officer was not obliged, on oath, to declare be- 
fore a Court Martial, more than he thoug ht proper ; or words 

© to that effect? 

A. I do nit recolle@ any ſuch thing; for, I think, had 
© Major Sladden ſaid fo, I. ſhould have recollected it, it was 

* fo contrary to my own idea. | 8 

© Q. (Court) Do you remember being in company, in the be- 

© einning of December laſt, with Major Browne, Major Slad- 

« den, Lieutenant Mahon, and Adjutant Stewart, and did | 

any converſation happen relative to the ſubject of oaths ? 

© A. I do not recolle# being in company with theſe Gentle- 


A. He does not think he was. 

Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne put a queſ- 
tion to the Witneſſes, mimicking a mode of expteſſion 
made uſe of by a Member of the Court? 

A. He does not recollect the circumſtance. : 

2. Does he recolle& Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his own evidence, mentioned to the Court; 
ſome particulars of his conduct with regard to Captain 


Hedges, when they met at Bath ? ; 
A. He has a confuſed idea of it, but cannot recollect 


the circumſtance. 
Q. Can he recollect none of the circumſtances ? 


A. He cannot at preſent. | 
Q. Can he recollect the Preſident's ſpeaking to Major 
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* men, where any converſation * wad. Mel. Browne on the occaſion? 1 
x : | A. He cannot. | 
| . Did he ever hear any deſultory converſation take 


place between the Proſecutor and the Priſoner? 

A. They ſometimes objected to the proceedings of 
each other, but he does not recollect particulars. 

Q. Were they not both checked when any ſuch con- 


— 
Mr. WILLIAM COCK, Purſer of the Latona Fri- 
gate, was ſworn and examined, | : 
: Q. Was he preſent, during the trial of Captain | verſation took place? 5 5 | 
Hedges, in Antigua ? | A. To the beſt of his recollection they were. 
A. He was, part of the time. He cannot particularize Q. Was Major Browne's behaviour ſuch as appeared 
h | to him proper and reſpectful to the Court? 7 


the times. 
Q. During his attendance, did he obſerve any par- A. Major Browne was ſometimes warm, but he does 
| not look upon himſelf to be a judge of the propriety of 
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tiality in the conduct of the Members of that Court 
Martial? TE 

A. He is ſo little acquainted with the forms of Courts 
Martial, that he does not think himſelf a judge of what 
ought, or ought not to be, conſidered as partiality, 
Qi. Has he ever attended a Naval Court Martial? 

. A. He has. | 

Q. Did he obſerve any difference, and what dif- 
ference, if any, in their conduct, between that Court 
Martial and a Naval one? 

A. The Court Martial on Captain Hedges, he thinks, 
objected to the mode of Major Browne's carrying on the 
Proſecution, which he never obſerved to have happened 
at a Naval Court Martial. | 

Q. Did he hear the Charges againſt Captain Hedges 
read, or was he appriſed of the general import of them? 
- A. He believes he was in Court at the time ; but he 
paid ſo little attention to them, that he can ſcarcely ſay 
what they were, He explained afterwards, that he 
thinks, he did know the Charges at the time, but can- 
not ſtate them now. 2 5 
Being deſired to ſtate, in what reſpect the Court Mar- 
tial objected to the mode of carrying on the Proſecution, 


* 


the Witneſs explained, that the objection made by the | 
| p 125 


— 


behaviour to the Court. 
Q. Was it a warmth of that kind which he con- 


ceives would have been reprehenſible before a Naval 


« 


Court Martial ? | 
A. That would depend upon the opinion of the 


Members who formed ſuch Court. | 
Q. Did he obſerve any Member of the Court Mar- 
tial treat Major Browne, when before them, in a man- 
ner unbecoming towards an Officer of his rank? f 
A. He did not. | 
Did he ever hear, during his attendance, any of 
the Members threaten, or treat with abuſive or improper 
language, any of the Witneſſes produced in behalf of 
the Proſecution ? ü | 
A. He don't recollect any ſuch thing. | 
Q.: Did he obſerve any part of the evidence in behalf 
of the Proſecution, which had, in his judgment, any 
tendency to ſupport the charges againſt Captain Hedges, 
either rejected by the Court, or refuſed to be entered on 


the Minutes ? 
A. He does not recollect being preſent, wh.n fuck 


circumſtance happened. a 
| Q: Did 
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. Did he ever hear the Court give directions to the | Q. Was he in Court early, the day after Major 
Judge Advocate, as to the mode of inſerting queſtions or | Browne's arreſt ? 


_ .nnſwers? A. He does not recolle& when he was put in arreſt. 
A. He don't recolle& he did. Q. Upon the circumſtance relative to Major Browne's 
Qi. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate give his | conduct, and Captain Hedges at Bath, does he recollect 
opinion to the Court, that a queſtion propoſed by Ma- Major Browne aſſerting; it was neceſſary towards his 
Proſecution, to lay that matter before the Court ? 


jor Browne was material to the buſineſs before them; | 
but which queſtion was, notwithſtandin ſuch opinion, A. He cannot bring to his memory any part of that 


red by them to be omitted from the Minutes buſineſs. | | 
M wear cms Was he preſent at the examination of Surgeon 5 


. He does not recollect it. | | | 
Q Does he recolle& hearing the Court refuſe to aſk | Dillon, the firſt Witneſs for the Proſecution ? 
any queſtions, which he conceived to be pertinent to A. He was; but paid very little attention to it, 
the matter in iſſue ? | | | 8 Did Major Browne appear ſatisſied with the con- 
A. He thinks, the Major was over- ruled in ſome of | duct of the Court towards that Gentleman ? / , 
his queſtions ; the Court objecting to them ;—but he A. Major Browne appeared to him to be diſſatisfied 
does not confider himſelf as a competent judge of the | with ſomething. : | 3 
Q. Was he preſent during the examination of Ad/u- 
Q. Did ever Major Browne offer an objection to the | tant Stewart, the ſecond Witneſs; and, if he was, did 
Court's propoſing queſtions to his Witneſſes, whilſt | Major Browne appear to be ſatisfied with the conduct 
under examination by him ? * of of the Court towards him; or, did he appear to be 
A. He don't recolle& having been preſent when he | ſatisfied with their conduct towards any of the Wit- 
did. neſſes he produced in the Proſecution ? „ 
A. He does not recollect paying ſuch attendancè as 
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Was he preſent during the examination of Ma- 


| gor Sladden? to know. 2 
A. No. | | Q. Did he ever hear the Court aſſert, nothing ſhould 
Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court - _ — _ Minutes, but what they liked ? 

e did nut. 


Martial, during the ſitting of it, uſe opprobrious lan- 8 3 
uage, or ſcurrilous epithets, when ſpeaking of Major | Q. Did he ever hear the Court tell Major Browne, 
rowne ? | they were not trying bim!“ | 
A. Hedid not—neither in, nor out of Court. A. He may have heard it, but cannot ſpeak poſi- 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did he ever 7 into | tively. | ; 

Court any day during the trial, that Major Browne | _ Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne requeſt his queſ® 

did not ſeem to n damn as ſtrenuouſly as he could, | tions might appear on the Minutes, accompanied with 

with ſafety to himſelf, againſt their proceedings ? Ia note of their being over- ruled by the Court ? 
A. He always appeared to him to be diſconcerted with | A. He does not recollect it, | 7 

the proceedings of the Court. Q. Did the Witneſſes for the Proſecution appear to 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne addreſs the | him to be examined with the ſame coolneſs, the ſame - 

Court, ſaying, if they were determined he ſhould — order, and the ſame candor, he now obſerves ? 

conduct the 1 and ſo, to be ſure he mu A. He did not attend to the examination of the Wit 

| | neſſes for the Proſecution, | 


ſubmit ? 
A. He thinks he does, or words to that effect. Q. Did he, or did he not think, from what he ob- 


Q. Did he hear Major Browne ſtrongly remonſtrate | ſerved, there was a ſtrong bias in the Court in favor of 
inſt their refuſal to try Captain Hedges, upon two | Captain Hedges: . 55 
only, of the Charges ? | | A. It was a matter he knew very little of, and did 

A. He does not recollect he did, | not think about it. | Go 

Q. When Major Browne firſt entered on his Proſe- Q Was he preſent during the examination of Adju- 
cution, what was the manner in which the Court | fant Stewart? | 
Martial addreſſed themſelves to him? A. He was in and out of Court, but did not attend 

A. He don't recollect. to the examination. TE | 

Can he recollect, whether five or ſix addreſſed Q. (By che Court) Does he recollect Adjutant Stewart 

themſelves to Major Browne, the Proſecutor, at the | having declined to anfwer a queſtion, which was ob- 
Tame time? jected to by the Judge Advocate, as tending to crimi- 


A. He cannot. ä : | nate himſelf? 1 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne, on the firſt day A. He did not attend to the examination of Adjutant 


% 


* 


of the trial, requeſt the Court not to prejudge him? Stewart. | 
A. He does not recolle& it. | Q (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Was he a 
Did Major Browne's warmth ſeem to ariſe from | member of a meſs at Ford's Tavern, in St. John's, in the 


the reſtrictions he received from the Court, or from a | Iſland of Antigua, conſiſting of ſome Officers of the Navy: 


wiſh to inſult the Members of it ? ſome Gentlemen of the Iſland, ſome of the Members of 
A. He cannot judge of his immediate motives. | the Court Martial, and other Officers ? 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne mention any A. He conſidered himſelf as ſuch; 
name of any Member of the Court Martial, in a mimick- Q.: Was he a member of it for ſome weeks? 
ing, or diſreſpectful manner; or treat the Court, on any A. He does not recollect exactly: it might be two 
occaſion, with groſs contempt or diſreſpect ? or three weeks. TT 
A. He does not recolle& he did, unleſs the attack Was ever Captain Hedges preſent at that meſs; 
upon the author of the report before mentioned, is to be | whilſt he was there ? 5 . | 
conſidered as ſuch, A. He was not. „ 


Q. Did Major Browne's addreſs to the Court on that | Q. Did Major Browne treat the Court Martial with 
occaſion imply, that the canvaſſing of that matter im- | the ſame deference which he obſerves in his conduct to 


ported the honor of the Court, as well as that of his | this Court? 
friends ? which conſideration made him think it his A. Major Browne, as Proſecutor; appeared to him to 


duty to lay it before them ? | have more to ſay, and to do, than he has here. 
A. He does not recollect what Major Browne ſaid Q. Is it thence to be inferred, that Major Browne's 
upon the occaſion. conduct appears different now, from what it appeared to 
Q: Did.the Priſoner, and the Members of the Court, | be then? : | 55 
appear to be in the ſame degree of intimacy, as the A. He has not heard Major Browne ſpeak with that 


Members were with each other, — in Court, as well as | warmth here, with which he ſpoke there. 

out of Court? hh | Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did Major Browne's 
A. They did not appear to him to be ſo. conduct towards the Court appear at all different from 
Q: Has he ever ſeen them, or any of them, walking | that which he now obſerves, previous to the reſtrictions 

arm in arm with the Priſoner, during the trial, or in | mentioned in the former part of his evidence? 

company with him elſewhere? 3 A. He does not recollect it did. ; 
A. He does not recolle& ſeeing them walk arm in Did he live at the meſs, which he has mentioned, 

arm with him; but has ſeen him in company with | (at Ford's Tavern) conſtantly, from the time of Cap=: 

them at an aſſembly, where, he thinks, the Major him- | tdin Hedges's arreſt being enlarged; to the concluſion of 

ſelf was preſent. the trial? ö 
Q. Did he ſee the Members of the Court Martial in A. He could not, as he left the Iſland in the middle 


company with Captain Hedges elſewhere, during the | of February. Fs 
trial ? | Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did it 


A. He may have ſeen them ; but does not recol- appear to him, that Major Browne had ever occaſion to 
. Be | 1 ſpeak 
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was refiſted by 


— 


ſpeak with warmth, before the Court Martial held in 
Antigua ? 

A. He thought Major Browne entitled to ſpeak with 
ſome degree of warmth, when the characters of his 
friends were at ſtake, 

Qi Did not the reſtrictions he has mentioned, take 
place at the very commencement of the proceedings? 

A. He thinks it took place when Major Browne 
commenced his Narrative. = 

Q. (By the Court) In what manner did Major 


Browne's warmth ſhew itſelf? Did it conſiſt in impa- 


tience ? or inſulting, and improper language, or geſ- 
tures ? : | 

A. It conſiſted in loſs of temper. He accuſed the 
author of the report of being a vile aſſaſſin; but whe- 
ther this is to be conſidered as pointed at a Member of 
the Court, or not, he cannot ſay. He ſaw no impro- 
per geſtures; Major Browne may have thrown his 


arms about, by gy 4 of enforcing his arguments ; but 
(ee 


no geſtures which ſeemed to him to be intended as an 


inſult. 


LOCKHART RUSSELL, Eſq. Major by Brevet 
in the Eaſt-Indies, was ſworn and examined, 

Q. Was he preſent at the trial of Captain Hedges, 
in Antigua? 

A. He was occaſionally preſent. 

. Was he preſent at the commencement of the 
trial * 


A. To the beſt of his recollection he was not. 
Q. During his attendance, did he obſerve any par- 


tiality in the conduct of the Members who compoſed | 


the Court ? 

A. On the contrary ; the buſineſs was conducted by 
the Court, with that dignity which it ought. 

Q. Was he prefent when Major Browne addreſſed 


| himlelf to the Court, reflecting on the character of a 


Member of it ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he was not pre- 
ſent ; but he is not quite certain, having heard the cir- 
cumſtance ſo often mentioned, that he cannot ſay, 
whether his recollection is taken up from report, or 


whether he was preſent. 


inſtance of the name of a 
artial being mentioned by 


Does he recollect an 
Member of the Court 
Major Browne ? | 

A. He thinks ſomething paſſed, which appeared to 
him to be rather an attack upon the Members of the 
Court in two inſtances ; the one Enjign Murray, and 


- the other Lieutenant Lockhart; he thinks, but is. not 
certain he ſpeaks now from what he heard, when 


preſent in Court. In theſe inſtances, Major Browne 


was ſanguine to have his ideas upon certain points of 


evidence, ſtated as the ſentiments of the Court, and 
two Members of the Court, namely, 
Mr. Murray, and Mr. Lockhart. The altercation which 
took place on the part of Major Browne, ſeemed to 
border on imputing partiality to the Court. 

Q. Does he mean to ſay Lieutenant Leckhart, or 
Lieutenant Urquhart ? 

A. He cannot be certain, whether it was the one or 
the other; the ſimilarity of the names may perhaps 
occaſion him to miſtake, as both the Gentlemen were 
ſtrangers to him. | 

Q. Should he know the Member he alludes to, if he 
ſhould ſee him ? | 

A. Yes. . 


Being deſired to look round, and ſee whether the 
Officer to whom he alludes is in the Court, he did fo, 


and fixed upon Lieutenant Urquhart. | 
Q. Was he in the Court, at any time, when Major 
Browne aſked leaye to addreſs the Court, and began 

reading a paper ? | 
He cannot charge his memory with the aſking 


leave to read a paper; but thinks he has been in Court 


when Major Browne has read a paper. 
Q. Does he recolle& the ſubſtance of it ? 


A. Major Browne had a paper, or papers, in his 
hand, which the Witneſs conſidered as minutes to re- 


freſh his memory, He read from thoſe papers. 

Q. Does he remember Major Browne's reading from 
a paper the day after he was put in arreſt ? 

A. He cannot charge his memory with being preſent 
at that time. | | 


Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne made uſe | 


of any aſſeveration ? 


A. He cannot ſpeak to this, unleſs ſome circum- 


ſtance ſhould be ſtated, which might lead his memory 


Wü. D 


Q. Was he in Court when Major | Brawne addreſſed 
the Preſident to this effect, Where thall I begin? and, 


TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 


if he was preſent, what words did the Major uſe on 
the occaſion ? ' 73 | 


A. The queſtion, Where he ſhould begin, had re- 


ference to the period at which he ſhould begin his 
Narrative; — Major Browne wiſhing the Court to point 
out ſome period from which he ſhould begin; — Major 
Browne ſaid, he would adopt that part of the Narrative 
which they thought proper, either the beginning, the 
middle, or the end. It appeared to the Witneſs, that 
the Court did not mean to reſtrict him from any matter 
in the Narrative, but wiſhed him to abridge the Nar- 
rative, and come to the preciſe points, as compendi- 
ouſly as he could. | | 


It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till 
the morrow morning at ten o'clock. 
TUESDAY, 2iſt Avevsr, 1787, 
Tur Count being met purſuant to adjournment, 


MAJOR LOCKHART RUSSELL was again 


called in, and proceeded to ſay, as a further anſwer to 


the queſtion Jaſt propoſed to him yeſterday ;—That the 


manner ſcemed rather an altercation : the Court wiſh- 
ing to bring forward the buſineſs, in the Witneſs's opi- 


nion, but conceiving the Narrative to take in matter ex- 


traneous to the immediate charge; and, upon this 
occaſion, Major Browne left it to the election of the 
Court, to take the Narrative in what point of view 
they thought proper, and to point out which part they 
gave preference to, and to model the Narrative, ſo as 
it did not affect the evidence he had to produce in ſup- 
port of the Charge. This altercation, as far as he 
recollects, ended in the Preſident, or the Court, direct- 
ing the whole of the Narrative to be gone into. He 
docs not recolle& any thing, which ſtruck him beyond 
a warm altercation ; he does not mean any extreme 
heat, to a degree of impropriety, but each party being 
ſanguine in their reſpective opinions, 

Q. Does he recolle& any words the Preſident ad- 
dreſſed to Major Browne, on this occaſion ? | 
A. He cannot charge his memory with any particu- 
Jar terms; but, in general, it was done with a great 


deal of coolneſs and good manners, endeavouring to 


ſooth Aajor Browne, and to induce him to take that 
line which he, the Preſident, conceived to be proper. 
Q. Did Lieutenant Colonel Forfter mention any. _ 


which appeared in that Narrative, regarding a chal- 


lenge ? 


A. He cannot at preſent recollect, unleſs ſome other 
circumſtance ſhould bring it to his memory. 


Q. Did Major Browne make uſe of this aſſeveration, 


«© God damn me, Mr. Preſident, where ſhall I be- 


„gin!“ 
A. The Witneſs is exceedingly ſorry to ſay, he did : 


It ſeemed to proceed from the warmth of conſtitution, 


and from the altercation which had preceded. Thoſe 


were the terms made uſe of by Major Browne, whoſe 
diſpoſitions were exceedingly heated, from the reſiſt- 


ance he repeatedly met with regarding the ſcope of his 


Narrative. 

Q. Was he in the Court when Major Browne put a 
queſtion to one of the Witneſſes, mimicking a mode of 
expreſſion uſed by a Member of the Court! 

A. Hereally cannot charge his memory with it. 

Q. Does he recollect ſuch a circumſtance reſpecting 
Captain Sutherland? 

A. He cannot recolle& the circumſtance ſufficiently, 
to offer evidence to the Court concerning it. 

Q. Does he recollect Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his own evidence, mentioned ſome particulars 
of his conduct with regard to Captain Hedges, when they 
met at Bath? | | 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne, 
in the courſe of his Proſecution, mentioned Captain 
Hedges and bimſelf having met at Bath; he thinks, on 
terms of civility and good underſtanding with each 
other, although they had had ſome unpleaſant alterca- 
tions in Ireland at ſome former period, | 

Q. Did he ever hear any deſultory converſation be- 


tween Major Browne and Captain Hedges, during the 


ſitting of the Court Martial ? 
A. Too often, | 
Q. Can he recolle& the occaſion of it ? 


A. Altercations reſpecting what had paſſed in Te- 


land, and their meeting at Bath; the footing of friend- 
ſhip they were on at Barbadoes; and the unfortunate 
differences which had prevailed between them at An- 
tigua ; and many unpleaſant interruptions were thereby, 


given to the Court by altercations, 


Q. Was 
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. Was Major Browne's conduct towards Captain 


diſreſpectful to the Court? 4 
| A. He conceives, in ſeveral inſtances, Major Browne's 
conduct was not marked with civility towards Captain 


Hedges ; but, at the ſame time, was not meant to offend - 


the Court. Perhaps during thoſe altercations, anſwers 
may have been given with a degree of aſperity, but 


not, in his opinion, intended as diſreſpectful to the 


Court. 
Q. Was Captain Hedges, as well as Major Browne, 
checked, when any deſultory converſation took place ? 
A. Invariably, and with grant, good manners. 
Q. * he in Court when Major Browne was put 
in arre - 
A. He believes in the Court-houſe, but not in the 
Court. 


Q. Was he in Court after Major Browne had been 


put in arreſt ;—and, if he was, does he remember the 
words Major Browne uſed in leaving the Court ? 

A. He does not recolle& the words; nor does he 
remember being in the Court at that time, 

Q. Did he obſerve any Member of the Court treat 
Major Browne, whilſt he was before them, in a manner 
unbecoming towards an Officer of his rank? 

A. He did not. i | 

Q. Did he ever hear, when he attended, any of 
the Members threaten, or treat with abuſe, or improper 
language, any of the Witneſſes produced in behalf of the 

Proſecution ? Is 
A. He never did. | | 

Q. Did he ever obſerve. any part of the evidence, 
brought in behalf of the Proſecution, and which he 
conceived to have any tendency to ſupport the Charges 
againſt Captain Hedges, rejected, or forbidden by the 
Court to be entered in the Minutes ? 

A. Never, in any inſtance, 


Q. Did he ever hear the Court give direction to the 


Hedges ſuch as, in any reſpect, appeared to him to be 


. 
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© when, where, and in what company; as you go along 
© with your evidence ? | 
A. On the Iſland of Dinnis, in the Lake Killarney, 


in the kingdom of Ireland, in company of Lieutenant 


© Butler, Enſign Butler, Enſign Cunningham, Captain 
Graves, and two Officers more, that are now out of 
* the Regiment, in the month of July, or Auguſt, 
© 1784; but I cannot particularize the day. 

© Q.6. (From the Court) Did you at the time you 
© heard the Priſoner abuſe Major Browne in fo grofs a 


| © manner, acquaint the Commanding Officer of the 


Regiment with it? 
A. No. 
Q. 7. (From the Court) Was there any reply made 
by any of the company, when Captain Hedges drank 
damnation to Major Browne ? : 
© A. No particular reply. 
© Q. 8. (From the Court) Do you remember the 
© preciſe terms in which the Priſoner drank damnation: 
© to Major Browne? | 
A. I do: the Priſoner was the perſon who pro- 
© poled to drink damnation to a round of ſcoundrels, 
and gave Major - Browne as his toaſt. : 
© Q. 9. (From the Court) Where, and at what time 
was it, that the Priſoner ridiculed Major Browne's © 
orders? and in what manner, and who were pre- 
ſent? 
A. I have heard the Priſoner ridicule Major 
Browne's orders frequently, in different parts of [re- 
land, and alſo in this Iſland. I can only particularize 
one inſtance which happened in this Iſland, at the 
new barracks, in the preſence of Captain Wilkinſon, 
Lieutenant Greene, Enſign Heard, Enfign Manwaring, 
and Surgeon Dilln; there might have been more 
preſent, but I cannot recollect any; the manner was, 
Damn ſuch nonſenſical ſtuff, or words to that effect; 
about the middle of laſt November. 
Q. 10. (From the Court) Specify the order that 
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was thus ridiculed ? 


Judge Advocate, as to the mode of inſerting queſtions or ; 
© A. The order alluded to, was one iſſued by Major 


anſwers ? 


* N 
0 
"AN 
* 4 
* 9 
C 
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A. He has heard difference of opinion, between the 
Court and the Proſecutor, on conſtruction of the evi- 
dence; and the Judge Advocate purſued his own mode 
of inſerting it in the Minutes; upon the reading of 
which, both the Court and the Proſecutor have ap- 
peared perfectly ſatisfied, 

Q. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate give his 


opinion to the Court, that any queſtion, put by Major 


Browne, was material to the matter before them; but 
which queſtion was, notwithſtanding, ordered to be 
omitted out of the Minutes ? 

A. He remembers one inſtance, of a queſtion pro- 


poled to Adjutant Stewart, which the Judge Advocate 


mentioned as not proper, as it might tend to criminate 
bimielf; but which was, nevertheleſs, as he thinks, 
afterwards permitted to be put, upon the ground, that 
from the liberality which pervaded Officers of the 
Army, Adjutant Stewart would be perfectly ſafe never- 
theleſs. 


ADJUTANT STEWART 's Evidence, as entered 
in the Minutes of the Court Martial, held in Antigua, 

being referred to by Lieutenant Colonel Forſier, was now 
read, viz. | 


* ADJUTANT CHARLES STEWART, of the 


© 67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined on the part 
of the Proſecutor, 


© Q. 1. (From the Court) 
© ſerved in the 67th Regiment? 
A. Nearly two years. 


How long have you 


Q. 2. (From the Court) Do you know any facts, 


of your own knowledge, in ſupport of the 
© againſt the Priſoner ? | 

© A. Leg, | 
| hy Q 3- (From the Court) Mention them particu- 

larly. , - 

* A. I have been in company with the Priſoner, 
© when he has drank damnation. to Major Browne, as a 
ſcoundrel. I have repeatedly heard him traduce Ma- 
© jor Browne's character in public. I have alſo heard 
© him ridicule Major Browne's orders. 
. © Q. 4. (From the Court) Where, and at what time 
© was it, that the Priſoner drank damnation to Major 
© Browne? | 

A. In the months of July, or Auguſt, 1784. 
* Q. 5. (From the Court) You ſay, vou have heard 
© the Priſoner ridicule Major Browne's orders, drink 
* damnation to him, &c. you muſt relate the. time 


harges 


GA A AQ _ Aa 


= 
* 
Q A 


Browne, about the middle of November laſt, defiring 
that all Officers, on Regimental buſineſs, ſhould be 
at the Major's quarters at ſeven o'clock every morn- 
ing. 7 TE, | 
© Q. 11. (From the Court) When did you give 
Major Browne the firſt information of the Prifortr's 
conduct towards him ? | 
A. I do not recollect that ever I mentioned any 
part of the Priſoner's conduct, which happened to 
my knowledge, until Major Browne determined to 
put him in arreſt, - . 

© Q. 12. (From the Court) When the Priſoner ri- 
diculed the order, in the manner you have mentioned, 
did he aſſign any reaſon, and what was it? 

© A. To the beſt of my recollection he ſaid, This 
© order is intended to keep the Officers out of Major 
Broꝛune's houſe. 
* Q. 13. (From the Court) Was you at a meeting 
of the Officers, ſome time before Captain Hedges was 
put in arreſt, at which they all aſſented to his hay- 
ing always behaved like an Officer and a Gentle- 
man ? 
© A. Yeh ST 
© Q. 14. (From the Court) Relate what paſſed at 
that meeting ? = | 
© A. As far as I recollect, the Priſoner told us, that 
he had called us together, as he was under orders 
for Europe, and that might be the laſt opportunity 
he could have of ſeeing us together, to aſk us, for 
the ſatisfaction of his friends, whether he had ever 
behaved unlike a Gentleman, or diſobeyed any orders 
of Major Browne ; or words to that effect. He put 
this queſtion to all the Officers ſingly; and, I am al- 
moſt certain, they all anſwered, No. | 
© Q. 15. (From the Court) Did you aſſent? 
© A, I did; becauſe I conſidered at that time, that as 
Captain Hedges was under orders to fail immediately 
for Europe, as no charge had been made againſt him 
by Major Browne, that all matters, which had paſſed, 
would be forgot ; and that the Officers of the Regi- 
ment would become friends. | 
© Q. 16. (From the Court) Did you mention to 
Major Browne any circumſtance of the Priſoner's 
conduct, with which you was acquainted, otherwiſe 
* than from your own knowledge? 

A. I do not recollect Jever did. 

© Q. 17. (From the Court) Did you aſſociate with 
© the Priſoner, after he had abuſed his Commanding 
Officer? | | 
© A. Les. 
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Q. 18. (From the Court) Did you know of any 
diſunion among the Officers at that time, when the 
Priſoner called a meeting of the Officers 
© A. There was a diſunion. | 


| © Q, 19. (From the Court) What was the cauſe of 


that diſunion ? 
A. As far as I know, the Priſoner endeavoured to 
© make many Officers diſlike Major Browne. | 

© Q. 20. (From the Court) How do you know it ? 

© A. I know it by his abuſing and telling the other 
© Officers, that Major Browne was a damned bad Com- 
manding Officer; ſuch as the Regiment never was 
uſed to. Some Officers did aſſent. ; £ 
© Q. 21. (From the Court) Did any Officers diſſent ? 
© A. I do not recollect. 

Court adjourned till nine o'clock the next 
morning. 


t AT a meeting of the General Court Martial, by 
adjournment, on Thurſday February , 1786, 
Tu CourT being met and opened, Adjutant 
Stewart proceeded in his evidence. | | 

© Q. (From the Court) Did Captain Hedges, after 
© you had given your aſſent to his good behaviour, 
commit any action which induced you to change your 
opinion ? | 
© A, He did commit one action, that induced me 


* 


think, contrary to all the rules of the Army. He ap- 
plied for relief to the Commander in Chief, from a 
rievance which he conſidered himſelf under, by his 
— ordered to Europe. | 
Q. Did Captain Hedges inform you that he was going 
to apply to the Commander in Chief for redreſs from 
the order, which directed him to go to Europe, or to 
St. Kitts ? | | 
© A. He did not. 
Q: In what manner particularly did you fignify 
ſuch alteration-in your opinion ? 
© A. I ſigned a paper of diſſent, in conjunction with 
four more Officers, and in preſence of moſt of the Of- 
ficers preſent with the Regiment. 
© Q. Do you know who is in poſſeſſion of that paper 
of diſſent ? 
A. I believe Surgeon Dillon is in poſſeſſion of it. 
© Q. Did you perſonally deliver the order of the 10th 
of December to Captain Hedges, for his going to St. 
Kitts ; and what paſled then ? Re, 
A. I did perſonally deliver that order, to the beſt 
of my knowledge; and upon Captain Hedges reading 
it, he ſaid it was very well, or words to that effect.; 
and not any thing more that I recollect. 


partly to change 1 opinion; in a manner, as 1 
t 


as. 


—_—_—_. 


Q. (From Prolecutor) Do you know when I left 


the Regiment on leave of abſence ; if you do, ſtate 

it? 

© A. On or about the firſt of June 1784. | 
© Q. At the time I left the Regiment, had not a per- 

© fe& reconciliation taken place between the Priſoner 

and me? | 


A. A few days previous to your leaving the Re- 


iment, a reconciliation had taken place between the 
Priſoner and you, I heard both partics pledge their 


which had happened between them, ſhould be forgot 


and buried in oblivion, 
© Q. (From Court) Was Major Browne with the 
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to him, as you mentioned yeſterday ? 

© A, No. | 

© Q. (From Proſecutor) Did not the Priſoner, 
on the Regiment marching from Dublin to the county 
of Kerry, traduce me to every perſon almoſt he con- 
verſed with ; and in the county of Kerry ? 

© A. I have. heard the Priſoner very frequently tra- 
© duce Major Browne in the county of Kerry, but not 
on the march, ; 

Q. (From Court) Mention when, where, and 
in what manner; and to whom? 

A. It is impoſſible for me to particularize the time, 
as I kept no journal; in the town of Killarney, in 


* „ - 


the preſence of Colonel Croſbie, Captain Butler, Lien- 


£ 
* tenant Kirkman, Enfign Dalton, none of whom are now 
© with the Regiment; the manner generally was, to 
© the beſt of my recollection, his calling Major Browne 
© a damned tyrannical Commanding Ofhcer ; a little- 
© worth character; or words to that effect. 

* Q. (From Court) You ſaid you had not given 
© Major Browne any information of the Priſoner's be- 
© haviour, until Major Browne had determined to put 
the Priſoner in arreſt: When did you know that 


honour to each other, that all differences or quarrels, 


Regiment at the time the Priſoner drank damnation 


Sed 
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© Major Browne had determined to put the Priſoner id. 
s arreſt? .. | | 
© A. I think on the 145th of December laſt. 
© Q. (From Court) Did Colonel Croſbie command the 
© Regiment, when you ſay he was preſent, at the time 
© Captain Hedges traduced Major Browne ? | 
A. He did. | | 
Q. (From Court) Was that abuſe in the forenoont 


or afternoon ?' 


© A. Generally after dinner. 
Q. (From Proſecutor) Was the Prifoner drunk 


when he gave the round of infamous ſcoundrels, and 


© gave me as his toaſt ? | ; 
A. To the beſt of my recollection he was not. 
Q. (From the Court) Was Major Browne the firſt 
© toaſt on this occaſion ? | 

© A. He was the firſt toaſt, 

Q. (From Proſecutor) Did not the Priſoner go 
on leave of abſence in November or December 1784? 

© A. He went on leave of abſence from the Regiment 
© in October or November 1784. . 

* Q. (From Proſecutor) Did not the Priſoner and I 
© join the Regiment at Kinſale nearly together, in 
„March 1785? . 885 

* A. I think the Priſoner joined about a fortnight 
© before you, 

Q. (From Proſecutor) Have you, or have you not, 
© heard the Priſoner frequently on the public parade, 
© ſpeak of me, his Commanding Officer, in the moſt 
diſreſpectful manner, ſince our arrival in the Weſt- 
© Indies? 

A. I can only repeat the inſtance I mentioned yeſ- 

* terday, with reſpect to the order which I heard the 
© Priſoner ridicule, on the ground where the Regiment 
© uſually parades, after the Regiment was diſmiſſed. 
F rom Proſecutor) Has, or has not, the Pri- 
© ſoner ever ſpoke of me in ſuch a manner to you as 
* evidently tended to injure mein your opinion, as an 
© Officer in the Regiment? | 

A. Not to me perſonally, Ts? 

Q. (From Proſecutor) At that time, or ſome days 


before the Priſoner was ordered into arreſt, have 


© you-not heard the Officers in general exprefs their ap- 
© probation of my conduct; if you have, flate their 
© names, the time, and place? | 

© A. Before the Priſoner was put in arreſt, I have 
© heard ſome Officers approve of Major Browne's con- 
© duct, viz, Lieutenant Greene, Lieutenant Mahon, En- 
* fign Manwaring, Enſign Heard, and Surgeon Dillon. 
© I have heard the ſame Officers, ſince the Priſoner was” 
put in arreſt, ſay, that they approved of Major 
© Brawne's conduct, Enſign Manwaring excepted, with 
© whom, by my being il], I have had very little con- 
© verſation. As to the time, I have heard it fo fre- 
© quently, that I cannot particularize any day, 

Q. (From Proſecutor) Have you not had ſome 
* converſation with Enſign Butler, previous to Captain 
© Hedges being put into arreſt, relative to my conduct; 
© if you have had ſuch converſation, ſtate it ? | 

© A. I had a careleſs kind of converſation with EA 


in Butler, about the firſt of December, The ſub- 


ject I broke upon was, that I regretted exceedingly 
* that all the Officers of the Regiment, were not friends, 
© or unanimous. I aſked Enfign Butler whether he did 
© not think Major Browne endeavoured to make himſelf 
© agreeable ? Jo which he replied, Why, that is true 
s but Hedges is not ſatisfied. That is all I recollect. 

* Q. (From Proſecutor) At the time the Priſoner 
© was traducing my character in the manner you have 
mentioned, did he aſſign to you any reaſon for ſo 


doing? | 


© A. I have never heard him aſſign a reaſon, except 
© his diſlike to Major Brown?e's conduct and orders; not 
© to me particularly, but in my preſence. 
Q.: (From Court) What conduct and orders do 
© you mean ? : | 
A. I believe I told the Court yeſterday all I knew 
© about that matter, as fully as I could, 8 
* Q. (From Court) As you mentioned yeſterday, 
that there was a diſunion in the Regiment at the 
time of Captain Hedges being put in arreſt ; and as 
you informed the Court, that ſeveral of the Officers 
of the Regiment approved of AZajor Browne's con- 
duct on that occaſion, from what circumſtance is 
your knowledge of that diſunion derived? 
© A. That there has been a diſunion among the Of- 


* ficers all the time I have been preſent with the 


© Regiment, I am poſitive, from hearing different Of- 
© ficers ſpeak diſreſpefully of each other behind their 


© backs, | 
© Q. (From 


„ 4 


t Q. (From Proſecutor) Has, or has not, the Pri- 


ſoner been the principal cauſe of fomenting the diſ- 


turbances, and cauſing the differences among the Of- 


ficers in the Regiment? 
ſtances to your own knowledge ? 


? If he has; mention the in- 


—— — 


A. To the beſt of my knowledge, the Priſoner has a 


been the principal cauſe of fomenting the diſturbances 


© and differences among the Officers of the Regiment. 


That is all the anſwer I can give. FE | 
Q. (From Court) Were there any differences or 
diſturbances amongſt the Officers of the Regiment, 
while the Priſoner, or Major Browne, was on leave 
of abſcnce in England ? and if there were, from what 
did they proceed? D f | 
A I know of no diſturbances that happened 


among the Officers while Major Browne and Captain 


Hedges were on Jeave in England. I know there was 
{till a kind of diſunion ſubſiſting, but I knew of no 
freſh cauſe, | 

2. (From Court) Did you ever know Captain 
Hedges wilfully diſobey any orders whatſoever of Ma- 
jor Brown's, while he was Commanding Officer of the 


67th Regiment, previous to the iſt of December laſt ? 


A No. 
. (From Proſecutor) When Captain Hedges was 


ordered to Europe, did you not inform me he was the 


firſt on the roſter for that duty ? 
© A, I did inform you Captain Hedges was the firſt 
for the Recruiting Service. 


© Q. (From Proſecutor) What were your motives 


© for giving your aflent to the Priſoner's conduct, at 


c 
o 
. 
. 
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the meeting of the Officers he called at the time he 


DS 
was under orders for Europe ? 


A As I knew by the order, he expected to ſail im- 


mediately for Europe, no charge having been exhibit- 
ed againſt him by Major Browne, I conſidered that, 
by his leaving the Regiment, the differences between 
him and Major Browne would die away, and be for- 
got; and expected, in conſequence thereof, that all 


the Officers would become friends, and all quarrels. 


ceaſe. 


The Court was then cleared; and after ſome time 
was opened again; and then Adjutant Stewart pro- 


ceedcd with his evidence. 


Q. (From Court) What inſtigated you to diſſent | 


in writing, from what was aſſented to verbally, in the 


preſence of all the Officers; and was it of your own u 
free will, or at the inſtigation or perſuaſion of any 


other perſon whatſoever, and whom ? 
© A. It was of my own free will and accord. When 


I underſtood that I was to be called on as an 


evidence, I thought it fair to undeceive the Pri- 
ſoner. . 
Q. (From Court) Did you write the paper your- 
ſelf ? 

A. No. 

© (). (From Court) Was it written at 
4A. It was, partly, | 
< Q. (From Court) Did you dictate the paper? 
© A, No; but I corrected it. | 


your deſire ? 


© Q. (From Court) What time elapſed between your | 


ſigning that paper, and the ſigning it ? 
© A, About a week. i 
aper? 


* A. About the qth or 1oth of January. 


Q (From Court) Who handed you the paper to 


ſign? and was it not offered to all the Officers ? 

© A. I think it was Lieutenant Greene who handed it. 
Major Sladden was firſt aſked to ſign it; he declined; 
Captain wad na 5 was aſked ; he declined: Lieutenant 


Coſby ; he declined : and alſo Euſgn Manwaring ; he 


declined : Enſign Butler; he declined. Theſe were all, 


Q. (From Court) Who convened that meeting? 


A. Major Browne. 


© Q. (From the Court) Did you ever, at any time, 


refuſe to ſign the paper of diſſent ? 
A. No. he 
Paper of Diſſent read as follows: 

Having maturely deliberated on the proceeding 
the Meeting of the Officers, in conſequence of Captain 
Fledges's call—l think it neceſſary we ſhould explain. 
Captain Hedges was at that time to fail for England. 
He wiſhed to part with the Officers with their appro- 
bation, They as openly and fairly gave it. "Their ap- 


probation, they. fear, actuated Captain Hedges to de- 


mand a Court of Enquiry, or Court Martial, unknown 
to them; having the approbation of thoſe that were 
hereafter to be evidence againſt him, as he knew. 


We do further explain That, on the ſame occaſion, | | 
we would give the ſame aſſent, would it in the leaſt 


* Q.. (From Court) Az what time did you: tyn that 


of 
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add to his happineſs. But, on this aſſent, he has put 
us to the alternative of an oath. Captain Hedges 
did not mention the probability of thts iſſue, at bat 
time. And by that fair and open aſſent, he may eall 
on me, or us, as evidences, to prove what we openly - 
ſaid, I openly avow, and moſt ſolemnly declare, 1 
would over and over again ſay the ſame thing for him, 
or any other man in his ſituation, There was, at 
that time, no kind of charge againſt Captain Hedges ; 
and why ſhould I decide againſt him? He was not 
condemned by any deciſion ; therefore, why ſhould 
I, or any other man, ſtep forth? I wiſhed he would 
have left peace and harmony behind him, and that 
he would take ſome with him. I hope every ho- 
neſt man will ſhew himſelf on this and every other 
occaſion. And I do diſſent from all original con- 
verſations; wiſhing to leave every thing in its ori- 


ginal ſtate, I ſincerely wiſh Captain Hedges ſucceſs; 


and that he, and every other Gentleman, labouri 

under a Charge, may extricate themſelves -as Men 2 

Honour. | 
„J. Manoy, Lieut. 67th Regt. 
M. Grzens, Lieut. 67th Regt. 
< Epw». HEarD, Enſign 67th Regt. 
P. DiLlLon, Surgeon. 5 
© CHAs. STEWART, Adjt. 67th Regt. 

< Q. ( From Court) Who drew up or compoſed that 

aper! h F 
0 1 Moſt of the people who ſigned it. 
Court adjourned till to-morrow morning at nine 
© o'clock. | 


© At a Meeting of the Court Martial by - adjourn- 
ment, on Friday, February 1oth, 1786, the Court 
was opened, and then adjourned till the next morn- 
ing at eleven o'clock, | | 


* Ata Meeting of the Court Martial, by adjourn- 
ment, on Saturday, February Iith, 178333 


© THE CoURT was opened, and then Adjutant Stewart 
proceeded in his evidence, : 


Qi. (From Proſecutor) What was the reaſon that 


* 
0 0 


M A A 


GH A 


K „ A 


R „ 


twenty-five days paſſed between Captain Hedges's 
meeting, and your ſigning the paper of diſſent from 


your former opinion ? 


A. For fourteen or fifteen days of that time I was 
confined to my bed, by a ſevere indiſpoſition; and I 
have already declared to the Court, that I intended 
ſigning it ſeven or eight days before I did. 

Q. (From Proſecutor) Was this diſſent made 


known by you to the Priſoner, previous to your ſign- 
ing the paper? 5 ES 


A. Not by myſelf, 


© CROSS EXAMINED BY THE PRISONER. 


Q. (From Priſoner) At a Meeting of the Officers, 
which I called when under orders for Europe, did I, 
or did I not put this queſtion to you, and every Of- 
ficer then preſent with the Regiment, in the room— 
Have you ever heard, or known, that I deviated in the . 
Jeaſt from the character of an Officer and a Gentle- 
tleman ? - 
© A. You did, 

© Q. (From Priſoner) What anſwer did you make ? 
© A. Not; or No, ; ; 
Q. (From Priſoner) Did I not alſo at that time 
put this queſtion to you—Did you ever know me 
diſobey an order of Major Browne? 

A. You did. 

© Q. (From Priſoner) What anſwer did you make ? 
© A. I anſwered, No. I | 

Q. (From Priſoner) Did not I alſo put this queſ- 
tion to you—Did you ever know me to influence any 
Officer in the Regiment, to diſobey an order of 
Major Browne's ? 

© A. I believe it was put to me, 


Q. (From Priſoner) What anſwer did you make ? 


© A. None. | FN 
Q. (From Priſoner) Was you not the laſt perſon 
in the room that I put theſe queſtions to? : 
A. Yes, I was. | „ 
Q. (From Priſoner) Did you ever know, from 
your own knowledge, that I diſobeyed an order of 
Major Browne's, or influenced any Officer to do ſo? 
A. Not to my knowledge. 
© Q. (From Priſoner) Did you ever know that I 
neglected, or refuſed to do my duty as an Officer in 
the Regiment? | 9 
„„ | 
Q. (From Priſoner) You ſay, at Dinnis, on the 
Lake of Killarney, I Mey a round of ſcoundrels, 
© and 
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© and gave Major Browne as mine; did the other Gen- 
© tlemen at table give their toaſts in turn ? mp 
© A. They did. 

© Q. (From the Priſoner) You mention, I endea- 
voured to make-the Officers diſlike Major Browne, 
by ſaying, he was a damned bad Commanding Of- 
ficer ; mention what Officers I ſpoke theſe words to; 
when, where, and upon what occaſion ? 

© A. I have heard the Priſoner mention theſe words 
repeatedly, in preſence of Captain Fitter and Captain 
Graves, who are abſent ; Captain Carmichael, Lieute- 
nant Butler, Enjjgn Butler, and Enſign Cunninghame. I 
cannot recollect any particular times, at the town of 
Killarney, and ſome of the Iſlands in the Lake of K:/- 
larney, at Roſs Caſtle, Ireland. | cannot recolleQ any 
other places. As far as I recollect, the Priſoner ge- 
nerally ſtarted the ſubject of Major Brown's dif- 
agreeable orders and conduct. I do not recollect any 
particular occaſion. . ; | 
QQ. (From Priſoner) Where was Major Browne at 
thoſe times which you have alluded to ? 

© A, He was abſent from the Regiment. 
Q. (From Priſoner) Was not Colonel Croſbie my 
© Commanding Officer, and quartered in the town of 
Killarney, at the times you have alluded to:? 


© Q. (From Priſoner) Did you know of any diſ- 
© agreement between Colonel Croſbie and me? were we 
£ not on the beſt terms ? 


© A. I knowof no diſagreement ; and I believe you 


© were on very good terms. 


A. He was; but did not reſide conſtantly in the 
© town of Killarney ; but he was quartered there. 


Q. (From the Priſoner) You ſay a diſunion has 


© ſubſiſted in the Regiment ever ſince you joined it; 


.© what, to your knowledge, was the cauſe of that diſ- 


6 

£c 
© other. 
0 


© union ? 


« A, To the beſt of my knowledge and belief, the 


© Priſoner, and ſome other Officers, diſliked Major 


© Brawne's orders and conduct. That I believe to have 
© been the original cauſe. 


Q. (From the Priſoner) What has been the con- 


© ſequence of ſuch diſlike to Major Browne's orders and 


” conduct ? 


© A, I do not know of any ſerious conſequences that 
may have ariſen from it; but that the Officers have 
been in general on a diſagreeable footing with each 
he diſcipline of the Regiment has not ſuf- 


fered. ; 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) Mention to the Court the 


© names of thoſe Officers who diſapproved of Maier 


© Browne's orders and conduct? 


uh 


A. Captain Butler, Enſign Reynell, both retired ; 
Captain Fitter, Captain Graves, Captain Carmichael ; 
Lieutenant Anthony Gordon, ames O' Hara, and Richard 


c 

- 
Butler; Enſigns Butler and Cunninghame Surgeon Duffy, 
« 


retired. - Theſe are all I recollect. 
Q. (From Court) Which of thoſe Officers were 


© ſenior to Captain Hedges? 


© A. Captains Butler, Fitter, and Graves. 
© Q. (krom Priſoner) Since your arrival in this 
Iſland, did not Lieutenant Greene, in your own room, 
diſapprove of Major Browne's conduct towards him ? 
© A. Lieutenant Greene, to the beſt of my recollection, 
did declare to me, that he felt himſelf ſomewhat hurt 
by a meſſage Major Browne ſent him. : 
© Q. (From Court) Were thoſe the terms Lieute- 
nant Greene uſed at that time ? 
A. To the beſt of — recollection they were. 

a 


, 


© Q. (From Court) s any other perſon preſent at 


that time ? 
A. I do not remember. | 


© Q. (From Priſoner) You mention a diſunion ſubſiſt- 


© ing between Officers in the Regiment, when Major 
© Browne and I were abſent; mention the names of thoſe 
perſons then diſunited ? : | 

© A, To the beſt of my knowledge, Major Sladden, 
Lieutenant Kirkman, and Surgeon's Mate Birch, were 
on indifferent terms with Captains Butler, Graves, 
Wilſon, and Wilkinſon; Lieutenants O' Hara, and Butler; 


at variance. ; 
Q. (From Priſoner) Was I the cauſe of that diſ- 
£ union? | l 
© A, I do not know. : 
Q. You aſſert that I was the chief cauſe of the diſ- 
© turbances and differences in the Regiment, mention 


'© to the Court any inſtance wherein I promoted or 


created them? 8 
« A, I cannot recollect any inſtance. | 
« Q. (From Priſoner) Have you not been in my 
£ room ſince I was put under arreſt by Majer Browne? 


and Enfign Butler: theſe are all I recollect that were 


-- 


A. I have frequently been in your room, on meſs 
© ſages from Major Browne, fince you were put in 


© arreſt, 


* Q. Did you, at any of thoſe times, mention your 
© diſapprobation of my conduct? 

© A, I never was aſked; and of courſe did not, 
2. (From Priſoner) You ſeem to inſinuate, that I 
have endeavoured to form a party in the Regiment; 
did I ever aſk you to be of a party? 
© A. No. Ar 
© Q. (From Priſoner) I aſk you now, whether I ever 
endeavoured to keep up a party in the regiment, in op- 
poſition to Major Browne? and I deſire you to inform 
the Court, what knowledge you have of the ſteps I 
took to eſtabliſh a party, if wy 3 | 
»The Judge Advocate ſuggeſts, this is not a proper 
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any other queſtion that might tend to criminate the 
Witneſs, 0 

© The Court being of opinion that the above was a 
proper queſtion, the Witneſs was told he muſt anſwer 
1 
A. I do not wiſh to anſwer it. | 
Court adjourned until nine o'clock on Monday 
morning. | x 
According to adjournment, the Court met no Mon- 
* day morning, the 13th February, and was further ad- 
journed *till Tueſday the 14th. | 


At a Meeting of the General Court Martial, by 
adjournment, on Tueſday the 14th February, 1786, 
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tion was again put to che Witneſs. 

© A. It is impoſſible for me to anſwer it, 

© The Court was then-cleared, and when opened 
© again, the following Reſolution fram the Court was 
mentioned: In conſideration of Adjutant Stewart's not 
© having anſwered, though repeatedly urged, and having 
© the nature of the laſt queſtion explained to him, which 
Captain Hedges, the Priſoner at the bar, put to th: Wit- 
© neſs, the Court have come to the f llowing Reſolution, 
© That no more queſtions be tendered to the Witneſs 
during this trial.“ | 


{ 
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER alſo 
referred to an extract of Major Browne's letter to Lieu- 
tenant General Maxwell, Colonel of the 67th Regiment, 
as entered in the Minutes of the Court Martial, held 
at Antigua, which was likewiſe read, viz, * | 


© The extract from Major Browne's letter to General 
© Maxwell, dated St. John's, Antigua, December 1cth, 
© 1785, 3 

77 17 now to inform you, I have been under the very 
© diſagreeable neceſſity of ordering Captain Hedges to Europe, 
« finding it totally impracticable to carry on the duty of the 
© Regiment with unanimity while he remained here. Every 
© effort was made uſe of by me, previous to this unpleaſant 
© alternative. On his arrival at Bai badoes, he aſſured me 
© he would pay the ftrifteft attention to his duty, and to pro- 
© mote the unanimity of the Regiment. But the m:ment of 
* bis arrival at this Jfland, when five Companies f the Re- 
e giment came into barracks from their aetached quarters 
© at Barbadoes, he broke out in ſuch a manner (nawith- 
* flanding I purſued every method I could deviſe to prevent 
* him) as to convince me, while he remained, the Regiment 
would be conſtantly in hot water. In ſhort, Sir, not to 
trouble you further, he is one of th:ſe Gentlemen that think it 
neceſſary to eflallifh a party; and in the promoting which bs 
took every means 19 lead the younger part of the Regiment 
aſtray, and to convince them the neceſſary Regimental Orders 
were given out only to injure and inconvenience them. 
Having four Captains with the Regiment, and unwilling to 
proceed to harſher meaſures, I have ſent him to Europe, to bs 
employed either Recruiting, or in ſuch other manner as you 
may think proper, placing every confidence in your ſupport in 
carrying on the duty of the Regiment, as from you, alone, I 
can expect it. I beg leave to add a copy of my letter, and 
order to Captain Hedges; as alſo an extra from Gover- 
ner Parry's letter to me, previcus to our ſailing from Bar- 
badoes. I have the honor to be, with the beſt wiſhes of the 
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© him who is with great truth, Sir, 
* Your very faithful ſervant, 
(Signed) . BROWNE, Major 67th Regiment.” 


Monday, 12th of December. Since I wrote the above, at 
© the inſtance and requeſt of Gen, Shirley, as well as from 
© Captain Hedges's infermation relative to the inconvenience 
and expence it would be to him to proceed to Europe; from 
© theſe reaſons, and wiſhing to aveid, the appeatance even 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE.- — 


* any ſevere meaſure, I have ſent him to remain conſtantly 


© at St. Kitts; and I am induced io hope it will anſwer the 
« purpoſes wiſhed fer. | 


— 


MAJOR RUSSELL was then further examined. 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Does he 
recolle& ever hearing the Court refuſe to aſk any queſ- 
tions which he (Major Ruſſell) conceived to be pertinent 
to the matter then trying by them ? | 

A. None. 


'Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne object to the 
Court, or the Judge Advocate, propoſing ſome prelimi- 


O 


nary queſtions, before he entered on the examination of 
the Witneſles for the Proſecution ? 


A. He cannot recolle& it. 


Q. Did ever Major Browne object to the Court 


propoſing queſtions to his Witneſſes, whilſt under exa- 
mination by him? 28 : 
A. He recolle&s Major Browne having made objec- 


tions upon different occaſions; but in his humble opi- 


nion, not founded. He cannot charge his memory with 
this particular inſtance of objection, & 2 
Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court, during 


jt's fitting, make uſe of opprobrious language, or ſcurri- 


lous epithets, when ſpeaking of Major Browne ? 
A. He never heard any Member of the Court make 
uſe of {currilous epithets, or opprobrious language, upon 


any occaſion. 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Can Major Ruſſell 


_ effert to this Court, that he ever knew the circumſtances 
at any time, on which Major Browne grounded his 


Charges againſt Captain Hedges; and from whom did he 
hear them ? 

A. The only knowledge he had of the grounds upon 
which the Proſecution was founded, aroſe from acciden- 
tal attendance at the Court; and taken from the ſtate- 
ments made in Court from Major Browne's own Narra- 
tive; or from common report of the matter in conteſt de- 
tween Major Browne and Captain Hedges, which made the 


ſole topic of converſation in Antigua, for a length of 
time. 


QQ. Does he poſitively aſſert, that the Court did per- 
mit Major Browne to enter on their Minutes the whole 
of his Narrative ? : | 

A. He thinks, he has already ſaid, that to the beſt of 


his recollection, after much reaſoning on both ſides, be- 


tween the Proſecutor and the Court, Major Browne ad- 
hering tenaciouſly to his own opinion, and with ſome 
warmth, the Court yielded to his wiſhes, by admiting 
more, if not the whole of the Narrative, than they 
ſeemed at firſt diſpoſed to do; and as it appeared to the 


Witneſs, for the purpoſe of going on with the proceed- 


ings. ä | TED 
Q. Does he mean to ſay, it was in conſequence of 


Major Browne's warmth, the Court granted this indul- 
_ gence ? | 


A. He means to ſay, his opinion is, the Court yielded 
in part to Major Browne's ſanguine manner; but prin- 


_ Cipally upon the conſideration, that no ill conſequence 


could ariſe from admitting more than they were at fuſt 
na to do. N 
Qi. Does he mean ill conſequences to the Priſcner 
then under trial? 

A. He does not. 5 | 

Being deſired to explain his meaning, he ſaid, —his 


meaning is, that the Court conceived it was better for 


them to ſubmit to ſome. fatigue and trouble, by ad- 
mitting more matter to be entered on the Minutes of the 


Court, than hazard any injury to the cauſe then under 


contemplation. | 
Q. What gave riſe to the frequent altercations be- 


tween the Proſecutor, Major Browne, and the Court 


Martial? 


A. Sanguineneſs on the part of the Proſecutor, and 


unreaſonable anſwers by the Priſoner, called for the in- 
terpoſition of the Court. a | 


Q. Did Major Browne, during. his attendance, ſeem 


perfectly to acquieſce in, and approve the treatment he 


received, when before the Court Martial? 


A. He cannot ſay, perfectly to acquieſce: upon ſome 


occaſions he acquieſced; but upon others ſeemed to com- 
plain, and feel himſelſ hurt. 


Q. (By the Court) In what part of the Court was the 
Witneſs, and at what diſtance from the Priſoner, when 


he heard Major Browne make uſe of the expreſſions, 
God damn me, Mr. Prefident, where ſhall I begin!“ 
A. Immediately behind Major Browne. 
Q. Was the Court at that juncture, quiet? 


_ 


Court? 


A. He thinks it was, except only that Major Broꝛune 
had been urging his arguments with warmth. The W it- 


neſs added, that after having uſed this expreſſion, Major 


Browne immediately caught himſelf, and drew back, as 
if conſcious that ſomething improper had eſcaped him, 


and meaning to apologize. 


Did the Court animadvert upon this expreſſion ? 
A. The Preſident remonſtrated in a gentle manner, 
juſt ſo as to ſhew that he noticed it ; admoniſhing Major 
Browne to be cautious, as ſuch language was not proper 
any where, much leſs in a Court. 2 fra: 
Q. Did Major Browne immediately apologize, in a 
manner which he ſhould have thought ſufficient ? 
A. He did; and ſeemed as ſenſible of the error as the 
Preſident, who had reprimanded him; and further, Ma- 
jor Browne, in his humble opinion, was perfectly acquit- 


ted of it by the Court Martial, willing, as it appeared to 


the Witneſs, to paſs by what had ariſen from the warmth 
of his diſpoſition, 


Mr. THOMAS ORDE, a Midſhipman of the 
Royal Navy, was next ſworn and examined. =; 
G. Was he preſent at the trial of Captain Hedges, in 
Antigua? | 
A. Part of the time he was. 5 
Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne addreſſed 
himſelf to the Court, in a manner reflecting upon the 
character of a Member of it, Lieutenant D quhart ? 
A. He was not. : | 
Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne aſked leave 
to addreſs the Court, and began reading a paper? 
A, Yes, | 
Q. Docs he recolle& the purport of the paper? | 
A. The paper, which he recollef&s Major Prewne to 
have read, was a Narrative, as he ſtiled it; and the 
Witneſs thinks, contained Charges againſt Captain 
Hedges. : | 
Q. Was he in Court at any other time, when another 


paper was read by Major Frowne ? 


A. He does not recollect he was. : 

Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne was put in 
arreſt ? . 

A. No. 5 8 

Q. Was he in Court when Major Browne put a queſ- 
tion to one of the Witneſſes, mimicking a mode of ex- 
expreſſion which had been uſed by > Member of the 

A. He does not recollect it. | 

Q. Did he obſerve any Member treat Major Browne, 
when before them, in a manner unbecoming towards an 
Officer of his rank ? 
1 | | | 

Q. Did he ever obſerve any partiality in the conduct 
of any Member, or Membcrs of the Court, during his 
attendance ? =p = 

A. Hedid not. 

Q. Did heever hear any Member of the Court, during 
it's ſitting, make uſe of any ſcurrilous epithets, or op- 
te language, when ſpeaking of Major Browne ? 

No. 

Q Does he recolle& Major Browne making uſe of 
any aſſeveration in Court? TE 

A. Ves. In the circumſtance wherein Major Browne, 
coming into Court apparently in a paſſion, ſaid, that 
a repoit had been ſpread to the diſadvantage of his Wit- 
neſſes; and, that whoever had aſſerted it was a vil- 
lain, and a dark aſſaſſin ;—this is as near as he can re- 
collect. | | | 

Q. Does he recolle any thing further? 

A. He remembers when Major Browne was reſtricted 
in his Narrative, he ſaid, God damn me, where ſhall 
I begin?” —He is not quite certain of the words; 
—he knows it was an oath, | 5 

Q. Was it addreſſed to the Court; or was it only an 
exclamation in warmth? | 

A. It appeared to him to be ſpoke in great warmth, 
as an exclamation. | | +] . 

Q. Did any apology enſue ? | 

A. Lieutenant Colonel Forfler looked up at Major 
Browne, and, to the beſt of his remembrance, ſaid, 
Good God, Major Browne, recolle& where you are ;” 
or words to that effect, _ | | 

Q. Did he ſee any geſture, which conveyed an idea 
of an apology to the Witneſs's mind? 

A, He did not fee it ;—it might have been, and he 
25 have noticed it, as he was at the other end of the 
Court. 8 | 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER ac- 
quainted the Court, that he ſhall here reſt the proof 
of the two Articles of Charge, which had been preter- 
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red by him and other Members of the Court Martial, 


holden in Antigua, and not detain the Court with the 
examination of further Witneſſes upon any point, 
(though he could produce ſome of reſpectability,) un- 
leſs any new matter be introduced by Major Browne in 
his Defence, to which it may be neceſſary to reply. 


MAJOR BROWNE then requeſted of the Court, that 
they will be pleaſed to proceed to the inveſtigation of the 
Third Article of Charge—namely, that “of Cruelty, or 
44 Oppreſſion, towards a Soldier under his Command z” 
and, for that purpoſe, to hear the evidence which Captain 
Hedges, the Proſecutor thereof, may have to produce, be- 
fore he ¶ Major Browne) is called upon to give an anſwer 
to the two Articles of Charge now pending, and upon 
which Lieutenant Colonel Forſter has cloſed the Evidence, 
He requeſts this indulgence, that he may ſee the whole 
ſcope of the matters objected againſt him in one view, 
whence, he conceives, he ſhall be able to derive ſome 
advantage in his Defence ;—and is the rather induced 
to urge ) 

the lights which he ſhall be able to throw upon this 
Charge of Cruelty, collected from the teſtimony even of 


the Witneſſes who ſhall be brought in ſupport of it, he 


may in ſome meaſure repreſs, or check the obloquy, 
which, he underſtands, has gone forth againſt him, and 
remove the unfavourable impreſſion thereby made upon 
the Public. a 


THE COURT, diſpoſed to grant the Defendant 
every indulgence, conſiſtent with juſtice, from which 
he may promiſe himſelf any benefit, took his requeſt 
into conſideration ;z and after referring to his own judg- 
ment, how far upon the trial of Charges, in their na- 
ture totally diſtin&, and originating from diſtinct Pro- 
ſecutors, he can draw any material advantage from the 
mode propoſed by him; and whether, with reſpect to 
any unfavourable impreſſion remaining upon the minds 


of the Public, this mode of proceeding may not, by 
poſſibility, rather operate to his * Major 
Browne FAT perſiſting in the ſame wiſh, the Court aſ- 


ſented, provided Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, on the part 
of the Proſecution, had not any well grounded objec- 
tion thereto. Lieutenant Colonel Forſter thereupon took 
occaſion to ſay, that _— the two Articles of Com- 

laint, which he had found it incumbent upon him to 
— forward, are in no reſpect connected with the 
Charge preferred by Captain Hedges, he does not mean 
to oppoſe the requeſt now offered by the Defendant, if 
the Court ſhall think fit to accede thereto. 


Notice was then given to Captain Hedges, (who de- 
clared himſelf ready,) that the Court will proceed to 
hear evidence on the Third Article of Charge, at their 


next ſitting. And | 
Adjourned till Thurſday morning next, the 23d 


inſtant, at ten o'clock. | 
THURSDAY, 23d Avevsr, 1787. 


Tux CourrT being met purſuant to adjournment ; 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER having 
obtained leave to ſay a few words, addreſſed the Court 
to the following effect: 

& Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 

“ Before Captain Hedges enters on the Article of Charge, 
c brought by him againſt Major Browne, I think it ne- 
« ceſſary, in my own name, and in that of the other 
« Officers concerned in the Proſecution againſt him, 


© to make the following ſtatement on our part, and to 


ce requeſt that it may be entered on the Minutes of this 
6 Honourable Court, viz. | Bo 

We wiſh it to be underſtood, that we acknowledge 
c no kind of connection between the Articles of Charge 
ce brought by us againſt Major Browne, and that pre- 
« ferred againſt him by Captain Hedges; and truſt, that 
© our Proſecution of Major Browne, will ap- 
spear rather to proceed from an anxiety to clear our own 
ce reputation from the aſperſions thrown on it, and from 
<< a proper zeal for the good of the public ſervice, than 
, from any illiberal, or vindictive motive. And we do 
t further beg leave to obſerve, that when previous to the 
laſt adjournment, we acceded to Major Browne's wiſh 
of having the laſt Charge againſt him entered into 


„ to comply with his deſire, ſo earneſtly urged to the 
Court, but without any acknowledgement on our 
& parts, that we conceived the two firſt, and the third 
ce of the Charges againſt him, in any degree connected. 
«« When, therefore, Major Browne, while on his De- 


it, as he perſuades himſelf, that by means of 


immediately, we were only actuated by a diſpoſition 
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fence, brings forward his Witneſſes, we underſtand, 
that in the examination of each, he will, in the firſt. 
place, confine himſelf to the Two Articles exhibited 
againſt him by us; and that he ſhall not be per- 
mittcd to examine any of his evidences on the Ar- 
ticles preferred by Captain Hedges, until the ſaid Two 
Articles are wholly diſpoſed of. As a neceſſary conſe- 
quence, we wiſh that Major Browne may, in his writ- 
ten Defence, be reſtricted from attempting to blend to- 
gether two matters in themſelves perfectly diſtinct, 
and finally cloſe it, in ſo far as regards the Charges 
exhibited by us againſt him, before he enters on his 
S Defence againſt that exhibited by Captain Hedpes ; as 
otherwiſe, it will be almoſt impoſſible for us to have 
that uniform view of it, which muſt appear abſo- 
“ lutely eſſential to enable us to make our Reply.“ 

It was thereupon explained, that although Major 
Browne is, at his earneſt requeſt, permitted to hear 
the whole of the evidence which Captain Hedges, the 
Proſecutor of the Third Article of Charge, has to pro- 
duce in ſupport of the ſame, before he enters upon any 


cc 


part of his Defence, it was by no means the intention 


of the Court, that he ſhould be at liberty to blend there- 
with the Two Articles of Complaint, which have been 
preferred by the Members of the Court Martial, holden 
in Antigua, And the Court now intimated to Major 
Browne, their expectation, that in the examination of 


the Witneſſes, and in the arrangement of his Defence, 


he will keep thoſe ſeveral matters entirely diſtin. 


THE CHARGE againſt Major Browne, of © Cruelty or 
*« Opppreſſion, as Commanding Officer of the 67th 
Regiment of Foot, towards Thomas Edwards, a pri- 
vate ſoldier of the ſame Regiment, during a period 
« of time, commencing about the month ot March, 

*© 1785, and ending about the beginning of February 
4 1786,” was now entered upon; and 


CAPTAIN ROBERT HEDGES, by whom the 
ſame had been preferred, propoſed to the Court to exa- 
mine, as the firit witneſs, THOMAS EDWARDS, of 
the 67th Regiment, the ſoldier ſuppoſed by the Charge ta + 
have been aggrieved; when it was ſtated to the Court, 
that the ſaid Thomas Edwards is now a Priſoner, in cuſto- 


dy of the Tilt-yard Guard; and, according to a Report 


from the Commanding Officer of that Guard, confined 
at the inſtance of Captain Hedges, upon a charge of 
Abſenting himſelf without leave.“ 


MAJOR BROWNE ſubmitted to the Court, whe- 
ther a perſon under thoſe circumſtances, confined for a 
crime, which, upon enquiry, might poſſibly amount to 
Deſertion, and which, as he ſuggeſted, had ſo far been 
conſidered as ſuch, as to have produced a public adver- 
tiſement for apprehending him; ought to be received as 
a Witneſs ? | 


THE COURT, upon conſideration, was clearly of 
opinion, that the ſaid Thomas Edwards is a competent 
Witneſs :—the degree of credit to be paid to his teſtimo- 
ny being till in the judgment of the Court. 


THOMAS EDWARDS, private ſoldier in the 67th 
Regiment, was thereupon brought before the Court, and 
for the time, freed from all 2 as a Priſoner ; and 
after having been duly admoniſhed of the ſolemn and ſa- 
cred obligation of an Oath, was ſworn and examined: 

3 long has he been a ſoldier in the 67th Regi- 
ment . 

A. He inliſted in the beginning of the year 17765. 

Q. Did he join the Regiment at Kinſale, before it 
embarked for the Welt Indies? 2 N 

A. He did, on the 17th of March, 1785. | 

- happened to him on his joining the Regi- 
ment 

A. He was immediately ordered to be put in irons, - 
by order of Colonel Croſbie, . 
: Q: What reaſon was afligned for his being 

ned ? 

A. Becauſe Major Browne had reported him to Colonel 
Croſbie, as having Deſerted, and robbed him of ſeveral 
articles. | 2 

Q. Did he embark on board the Fame Tranſport, on 
the 1ſt of April, 1785, from /reland, on a voyage to 
Barbadoes ? 

A. Yes; he embarked from Man's Town, in Ireland. 

Q: Who commanded on board the Tranſport ? 

A. Major Browne. 

Being deſired to relate the particulars of Major 

Breune s treatment to him, from the embarking — 
ä * the 


ſo con» 


the arrival at Barbodees ;—the Witneſs depoſed as fol- 
lows, viz. -- 

On the 17th of April, they failed ; three days after, 
being the 20th, a ſmall rope was fixed round his neck, 
brought down to one of his legs, and papers fixed on 
his back and breaſt with the words, Thief and Rob- 
<« ber,” written thereon. —He remained in that ſitua- 
tion one night, and on the next morning he was placed 
upon the quarter-deck, there to remain from day-light 
in the morning till night. Major Browne came up 
from the cabbin, ſwearing at him, and ſaying, ** He 
« would have his life ;” and calling for Drum Major 
Legget, ſwore at him, ſaying, ** That rope was not big 
« enough,” — meaning the ſmall rope, which was ſtill 
upon the Witneſs ; nor were the words, “ Thief and 
Robber,” written in characters large enough, —A large 
Ahip's rope was then provided from Captain Var, the 
Maſter of the Tranſport, and it was fixed upon him 
by the ſaid Drum Major ; likewiſe pieces of parchment 


were fixed upon his back, and upon his breaſt, with the | 


like inſcriptions, as before. He then had to lye in one 
poſture throughout the whole day,—At night, he was 
carried down by whatever watch was upon deck ; as he 
was loaded ſo with ropes, and ſtill handcuffs upon him, 
his limbs were quite benumbed, He recollects one day, 


after they had croſſed the Line, a ſmall cover was put up 


to protect the goats from the ſun, which he crept with his 
head under to keep it from the ſun, when Major Browne 
came up from the cabbin, aſking where that damned raſ- 
cal was; and immediately called out for Serjeant Major 
Blanche, and ordered him to tear the deponent out from 
' thence. William Palmer was a centinel over him at the 
time. The centinel's orders were (which Major Browne 
had given out) that no perſon whatever was to ſpeak to 
the deponent, He thinks, he wore this big rope about 
three weeks, when the Boatſwain told him in private, 
that he was ſorry for him, and that he would have the 
rope off him. The Boatſwain told Captain Vary, he could 
not do without the rope for the ſhip's uſe ; on which it 


was taken off; but the Witneſs ſtill remained upon the | 


quarter deck, with his irons on, from wx light in the 
morning, *till dark night. They arrived at Barbadoes 
the 209th May, he thinks, and on the 3d of June diſem- 
barked. He was marched up to Ann's Caſile; there he 
remained in the Guard-houſe three days; then was 
marched down to James's Fort, where the Company to 
which he belonged, lay. Serjeant Braſſington came and 
took the handcuffs off him, and told him, ic was Major 
Browne's particular orders that he ſhould be employed in 
all kinds of dirty work, ſuch as cleaning the parade,— 
eleaning the ſtore arms, - cooking for the Company, — 
waſhing out the men's rooms, —carrying out the men's 
beds;--and if he refuſed any of theſe works, Major Browne 
was to be made acquainted with it, and he would ſevere- 
ly puniſh him.—He thinks, when he had been about a 
month in the Iſland, Major Browne ordered a log-chain 
and collar to go about his neck, which was done by Cor- 
poral William Collins, who told him, that Major Browne 
had mentioned, this was on account of Serjeant Braſſington 
and his wife being too good to the Witneſs, T hey 
were afterwards ordered to leave Barbadoes. A board was 
ordered to be got ready, with the ſame inſcription of 
« Thief and Robber,” for him to wear on his back, — 


The Witneſs here obſerves, that the iron collar remained 


only one night about his zect, being taken off by Ser- 
Jeant Braſſington, who told him, there were no particular 
orders what way he was to wear it; and it would be eaſier 
for him to wear it about his le, than about his neck. 
Then they left the Iſland of Barbadoes, and he was put 
on board the Governor's Brig, with a board on his back, 
and the collar, chain, and log, upon his leg. He thinks it 
it was on the firſt of November they arrived at . — 


When they went on ſhore, Major Browne deſired a Cor- 


poral and two men to march him up Priſoner, and to be 
employed in all dirty work; and to lye in the Guard-houſe 
at night. He thinks it was about the iſt February when 
he was taken ſick, from having experienced the heat b 

day, and the cold by night; as he was not allowed any 
cloathing, nor covering at night. He was then taken 
into the Hoſpital, when Surgeon Dillon ordered the log to 
be taken off him, upon account of it's diſturbing the 
other men, who were ſick in the Hoſpital. He believes 
he remained in the Hoſpital about ſixteen days, when he 
was ſent out ; and by Surgeon Dillon's orders, he believes, 


they got him a blanket; and he remained amongſt the 


reſt of the men that night, but ſtill employed in all man- 

ner of dirty work by day.—He recollects one day Surgeon 
Dillon ſpcaking to him, about three weeks before he was 
releaſed, and ſaying, he would adviſe him to write to 
Major Browne, and acknowledge the crime he had laid 
again him, and that he was fure Major Browne would 


| 


| ſage? 


— 
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releaſe him. The Witneſs told Surgeon Dillon he would ] 


not, as he was conſcious of no crime ; nor did he merit 


any ſuch uſage. — Then Major Browne being put under an 
arreſt, by the General Court Martial held in Antigua, the 
Command fell upon Major Sladden, who ordered the Wit- 
neſs to be releaſed; to receive his arms, accoutrements, - 


and cloathing ; and arrears of ſtoppages; andjto do his duty 


as a Soldier. He thinks he was twelve months Priſoner, - 


all but fifteen days. He received one check ſhirt, one 


pair of ſhoes, and one pair of trowſers. The ſhirt was 
given him in the Cove of Corte before they ſailed ;—the _ 
pair of ſhoes given him at Barbadoes; and the pair of 


trowſers juſt before he was releaſed. 


Q. Was he allowed to ſtrip himſelf during the paſ- 


A. He was not. | 


Q. Was the Jarge rope he had about his neck faſtened | 


round his ſhoulders, and ſo down to his legs ? 


A. It was faſtened round his neck, and laſhed round 


both his legs. 
Q. Was he ſo bound as to prevent him from moving? 
A. By the rope and handcuffs together, he was. | 
Q. Was he confined, during the time he was at 


 Fames's Fort, to the Guard-houſe every night? 


A. He was; except a few nights at firſt; during 
which the Guard-houſe had no roof upon it ;—it was re- 


Pairing. 
Q. During the length of confinement, was he al- 


lowed any covering at night ? | 

A. Not till a few weeks before he was releaſed, when 
Surgeon Dillon ordered him a blanket. | 

Q. Does he mean, that Major Browne told Corporal 
N that Serjeant Braſſing tun had been too good to 

m | 

A. Corporal William Collins told the Deponent ſo. 

Q. Was the Company to which he belonged, on 
board the Government Brig with him, when he failed 
from Barbadoes ? | 

A. It was not. | 

Q. Were his accounts ever ſettled with him ? and 


did he receive a clearance every two months, accord- 


ing to the orders of the Regiment: 

A. There was a ſtanding order to that effect. After 
he was releaſed, —and not before, —his accounts were 
_ and the clearance paid him, by Major Sladden's 
order. ” 

Q. Was he ever brought to a Court Martial during 
the time of his continement ? 

A. He never was. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Had any perſon told 
him the queſtions he was to be aſked before the Court 
Martial ? and were the anſwers concerted betwcen him 
and any perſon ? | 

A. No perſon has told him the queſtions. 

Q. Can he read or write, 

A. He cannot, | 

Q. By what means has he been able to ſpeak with 


ſo much preciſion, as to the different periods of time 


mentioned in his evidence ? 
A. He thinks he had a very good reaſon, He un- 
derwent the puniſhment, and ſuffered, 
Q. Where has he been theſe five or ſix days laſt 
paſt * : | | 
A. He was part of the time in his quarters, 
Q. Did Major Browne, or any perſon from Major 
Browne, either directly, or indirectly, make uſe of any 


ſtratagem to prevent his giving his evidence before this 


dne or ſend any meſſage to him of any kind what- 
ever! | 

A. He did not, nor any perſon from him. 

Q. Did Major Browne, on his joining the Regiment 
in October 1783, then on Dublin duty, employ him as 
his ſervant ? | | 

T 1 

Q. Did he pack up Major Browne's baggage in June 
1784, and remove it from the barracks to the houſe 
of the Honourable James Browne, in Sackville-flreet ? 

A. Some of it he packed up, and the other part he 
did not ;—and the whole he aflifted in removing to Mr. 
Brawne's. 

Q. Was not ail that baggage depoſited in a room 


under lock and key? and was not he left in charge of | 
it, Major Browne having gone into the county of 


Maya ? 

A. Part of it was put into a room, and ſome left down 
ſtairs; and the whole was left in his charge; but not 
all locked up. 


Q. Was there any part of it which was not left 


in the room, of which he had the key, except a large 


military.cheſt ? De 
| A. Nothing 
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A. Nothing, that he knows of. 

Q.. What was Major Browne's treatment towards 
him, from October 1783, to June 1784, when he went 
into the country t 


A. He behaved as a Maſter, and as a Gentleman, to 


h 


uſual to a perſon in his ſituation ? 
A. He believes he did; 


Q.: Has Major Browne ſent him repeatedly to the 


Agents, for forty or fifty guincas at a time ? 

A. He recollects one time bringing twenty. He does 
not recollect bringing more; but it may have been. 

Q: When Major Browne had occaſion to write to 
him on any buſineſs, how did he uſually addreſs him ? 
A. He generally ſtyled him, 4+ Honeſt Edwards.” 

Q. Did not Major Browne leave him in Dublin, partly 
for the purpoſe of taking care of his baggage, and partly 
for the purpoſe of learning to dreſs hair,—for which 
Major Browne was to pay? 

A. He did. * 

Q. Did Major Prowne tell him, on his acquiring 
any knowledge of hair-dreſſing, he would allow him 
twenty guineas a year; the ſame wages he gave his own 
ſervant ? | 

A. He recollects ſomething about it. He cannot 
exactly ſay whether the ſum mentioned was twenty 
guineas, or not. ä 
Q. Was Major Browne uncommonly liberal to him, 

in money and preſents; and did he not deſire him, if 
he wanted auy money, to go to the Agent's, and get 
any ſum he wanted? 

A. He recollects receiving ſome preſents from Major 
Browne ; and alſo his telling him to go to the Agent's, 

if he wanted any monev. 

Qi. Were the preſents liberal; or ſuch as are uſually 
given * an Officer to a Soldier? 

A. They were pretty good preſents. 

Q. Were they not very great preſents ? 

A. He can mention the preſents, if it is wiſhed, 
Qt. In point of money? 

A. Major Browne allowed him half a guinea per 
month, after the Regiment went away from Dublin ? 

Q. Did Major Browne give him no preſents beſides, 
in money ? I | . 

A. He recollects ſeven or eight ſhillings, when Ma- 
for Browne was ſetting out for England. 

Q. Did he ever give him thirty guineas at a time ? 

A. He never did. 

Q. Did he ever take up thirty guineas from the Agent 
on Major Browne's account, for his own uſe ? 

A. He never did ;—the half guineas excepted ; the 
amount of theſe he cannot now aſcertain, 

Q: Did not Major Browne, in a letter ſent to the 
Deponent from the country, deſire him to produce that 
letter to the Agent, and he might get any money he 
wanted, independent of the half guinea per month ? 

A. He recollects, on the 1ſt ot July, 1784, he went 
to Agent Care's, with an order for drawing half a 
guinea per month ; becauſe the Regiment was then un- 
der orders for breaking, He went that time to draw 
this half guinea. Agent Cane ſaid, he would give no- 
thing on any Gentleman's account ; but he would pay 
him, the Witneſs, a weck's pay, which he received. 
He got a letter written for him, that day, to Major 
Browne, then at Caſtlebar, to let him know what Mr. 
Cane ſaid ; and about fix days afterwards, he received 
two letters; the inſide letter was for Mr. Cane; wh 
took it, and paid him down the half guinea. | 

In the letter which was written to him, or ſome 
other letter, was there not unlimited credit for him to 


get any money (independent of the half guinea) which 


he might require, from the Agent ? 

A. He cannot ſay he received any ſuch letter from 
Weſtport. | | 

Q. Did he from any other place ? 

A. He recollects receiving one letter from Bath, 
about the 26th, or 27th January, 1785 ;—that letter 
was for him to come to Major Browne, at Bath; and, 
for that purpoſe, to draw what money he had occaſion for. 

Q. Does he recoltect getting a letter written for him, 
to Major Browne, in Auguſt, or September, 1784, 
| Rating, that he was in ſo bad a ſtate of health, he feared 
he could never do him any ſervice ? | 

A, Yes; he does recollect it. 

Qi. Did Major Browne, in conſequence of this, de- 
fire him to come down to Meſtport, and he would give 
him eight or ten pounds a year for life, upon account 
of his faithful ſerviccs to him ? 

A. He does recollect it. 


. What might all the preſents Major Browne gave 


him, have ſold for? 


„ 
Q. Did he place more confidence in him, than is five guineas ? 


ings, he thinks, and a buff jacket, 


A. It is a very hard matter for him to anſwet ; it is 
ſo long ago, and conſiſted of fo many articles. 

Q. Could they have ſold for ten, twenty, or thirty 
guineas ? 

A. It is impoſſible for him to ſay. 

Q. Would they have fold for fifty guineas, or for 


wide difference ;—he cannot anſwer. 
ourt) Of what nature were the pre- 


A. It is a ver 


Q. (By th 
ents ? 
A. Some cloaths. He thinks, two Regimental 


coats: the worth of them he cannot ſay ;—one pair of 
boots; ſix ſhirts : he cannot ſay, whether two or three 
pair of breeches; ſome breeches ; he believes one pair 
were a ſort of buff coloured cloth; another pair Regi- 
mental. There was another article of Iriſh manufac- 
ture, and white ribbons; a kind of dreſs Major Browne 
had to go to the Caſtle in ;—he believes a domino, 

Q: Were theſe all the preſents? 

A. He thinks there were two or three hats; one a 
cocked hat ;—thinks two round hats. There were alſo 
two frocks to do his work in. He thinks when he went 
to Major Browne firſt, the Major gave him a parcel of 
old lice, conſiſting of epaulets, &c.—alſo ſome ſtock- 
He cannot recollect 
any thing more, | 

Q. When was the lateſt period at which he received 
any of theſe preſents ? 

A. The fix ſhirts, he thinks were the laſt ;—a ſhort 
time before Major Browne went to England, He cans» 
not fix the day of the month, | 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Does he aſſert to 
this Court, Major Browne never gave him an Uniform 


of any kind, except a buff jacket of the 13th Light 


Dragoons, which was given to him immediately atter 
be firſt joined the-Regiment ? i 

A. He had a coat given him, belonging to the Light 
Dragoons, at the ſame time with the jacket; and alſo 
the parcel of lace he has before mentioned, at the ſame 


time. 


Q. Did Major Browne return to Dublin in the month 

of October or November 1784, on his way to England? 
A. He thinks he did, ſome time in one of thoſe 

months. | 

Q.: Did not Major Browne, on his departure for Eng- 
land, ſtill leave him in the care of his baggage ? 

A. Yes; he did. | 

Q. Had any perſon either acceſs, or ingreſs to the 
room, where the baggage was depoſited, beſides him, the 
Witneſs ? | 

A. He recollects Major Browne quitting Dublin on 
the 18th December 1784, when he left the Witneſs 


in care of a room, in the houſe of Mr, Browne, in Sack= 


ville-/lreet, He afterwards received a letter from Ma- 
jor Browne, then in England; he thinks it was dated 
the 24th, 25th, or 26th of January 1785, He received 
another letter from Major Browne at that time. He 
ſent for the Witneſs to join him as faſt as poſſible in 


Bath. At his departure from Ireland, nothing belonging 


to Major Browne was miſſing; nor had any perſon from 
him liberty to go into the room. | 

Q. What time did he leave Jreland, to join Major 
Browne, at Bath ? | 

A. On the 1ſt of February, 1785, he thinks. 

Some of theſe queſtions appearing to have a tendency 
to bring home a charge of robbery to the Witneſs, and 
Major Browne upon the ſame, having been ſuggeſted to 
him avowing the intent ;—the Court took the matter 
into conſideration, and after ſome deliberation, (during 
which the parties withdrew) intimated their opinion to 
the following purport :— That this Court has no cog- 
nizance of the queſtion of robbery ;—that the Witneſs 
has ſet out with ſaying, he had been confined by order 
of Colonel Croſbie, upon a report made to him by Major 
Browne, of his having deſerted and robbed him, which 
begets a reaſonable preſumption, that Major Browne 
was ſo perſuaded ; but that it is impoſſible for the Court 
to entertain evidence upon that point, the fact itſelf not 
being within their cognizance ; much leſs can they ſuffer 
the Witneſs himſelf to be examincd upon queſtions, 
which have evidently a tendency to eſtabliſh the fact, 
and thereby to criminate himſelf, | 

It being on the ſtroke of three, the Court adjourn- 
ed *till to-morrow morning at eleven o'clock, 


FRIDAY, 24th Avcusr, 1787. 


The Cover being met purſuant to adjournment, 
THOMAS EDWARDS, the Soldier under exa- 


mination, was again called, and further queſtioned ar 
the deſire of Major Browne, | : | 
» | Q Was 
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. Was not the Witneſs confined and put in irons 
by order of Colonel Croſbie, and advertiſed by Major 
Browne, as a robber ? : 

A. He has already ſaid, he was confined and put in 
jrons ;—but whether he was advertiſed as a robber, or 
not, he cannot ſay. | 
Q. How does he know it was upon a report of 
Major Browne, he was confined ? and was Major Browne 
with the Regiment at the time ? 

A. It was by a letter, as he believes, which Major 
| Browne ſent to Colonel Croſbie, the Major not being then 
with the Regiment. 

Q. Who told him Major Browne had wrote a letter 


to Colonel Croſbie ? 


A. Serjeant Roy, who was Serjeant of the Guard, 


when he was put priſoner. 


Previous to his having been thus confined, did he 


always find Major Browne a humane and indulgent 
SF cc = 5 
A. He did. 
Q. Does he know a Counſellor Glofler, in Antigua? 
A. He dares ſay he has ſeen him; but does not 
know him from another Gentleman. | 
Q. Has he ever been examined, by Counſellor Glaſter, 
or any other perſon ? 
A. He never was examined by him; he was by Mr. 
Loubie he believes, that is the name; a Gentleman 
| he applied to. 8 
Has he been often examined on the buſineſs re- 
ſpecting what he has given in evidence to this Court? 
A. He never was but once. =; 
Q. Did he decline proſecuting Major Browne for the 
cruelties, which he has related to the Court, in the 


months of July or Auguſt, 1786? 
A. He did intend to proſecute Major Browne for the 


uſage he had received ; he never did drop the thoughts 


of it, 
Q. Did he authoriſe Captain Hedges to wave or deſiſt 


from the preſent Proſecution ? | | 

A. He authoriſed Captain Hedges to proceed in the 
Proſecution to deſiſt from it, he never did authoriſe 
Captain Hedges. 2 

Q. Does he know that Captain Hedges, when called 
upon = Proſecute, did decline, or wave the Proſecution ? 

A. No. | 

Q. Has he ever received a ſum of money from any 
perſon, or any promiſe of future emolument and pro- 
tection, for ſtanding forward upon the preſent occaſion ? 

A. He never did, _—_ 

. Did he ever make a complaint or remonſtrance to 
him, as Commanding Officer of the Regiment, for the 
- hardſhips, which he ſays, were impoſed upon him? 
A. He never did; for he had not an opportunity of 
ſeeing Major Browne, but when he uſed him ill, 

. Does he mean any other ill uſage, beſides what he 
has already ſtated ? | 

A. He means that, not any other. 

Q. Has he ſeen Major Browne almoſt daily at James's 
Fort, in the Iſland of Barbadoes; and at the new barracks 
in the Iſland of Antigua? and did he, Major Browne, 
_ ever ſpeak to him, or addreſs himſelf to him in any 


manner? 


A. He has in the Iſland of Barbadaes often but never 


at St. John's, only when they firſt landed. Major Browne 
often ſpoke to him in terms of abuſe, and ſaid, “ He 
% would have his life before he had done with him.“ — 
He only once ſpoke to him at St. John's; that was on the 
day he landed, : | 

Q. If this telling him, he would have his life, hap- 
pened at other times, why did he particularize the ex- 
preſſion, as having happened one day on board ſhip ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, that on board the 
ſhip was the firſt time he mentioned the like. 

Did he ever make any repreſentation of the hard- 
ſhips under which he laboured, to Governor Parry, at 
Barbados, or to Major General Shirley, at fitiens Þ | 
A. He never did. : 

Qi. Does he not know, that by the Articles of War, 
any Soldier, finding himſelf aggrieved by his Command- 
ing Officer, is juſtifiable in applying, in the firſt inſtance, 
to the very Commanding Officer ; and if ſuch applica- 
tion does not appear nme then to the Commander 
in Chief, whoever he may be! | 

A. Ves; he is well acquainted with the Articles of 
War; but he had it not in his power to make his ap- 
plication to any Officer, being a Priſoner. | 


Q: Did he never ſee Captain Hedges during the period 


of time he underwent theſe cruelties? 

A. He did; and all the reſt of the Officers of the 
Regiment ; but as he was a Priſoner, without cloathing, 
thought it very improper to ſpeak to a Gentleman, 


% 
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Q. Did he make an affidavit in the Ve-Indizs, on 
the 6th day of January, 1787? 

A. He made an affidavit before Mr. Loubie ; he be- 


lieves it was a Mr, Loubie, upon his own account; as he 
thought he had been very ill uſed. | 

Q.: Does he aſſert, he made this affidavit of himſelf, 
and not at the inſtance of any other perſon ? 

A. He made it of himſelf : it proceeded from his own 
deſire. | | 

Q. Can he ſay, whether this was made on the 6th of 


January, 1787? 


A. He cannot anſwer that queſtion ;—he cannot juſtly 


ſay, whether in January or not ;—it certainly was in the 


year 1787. | 

Q. When Major Browne was put under arreſt, and 
he received his arms and accoutrements, did he then 
ſtate his grievances to the Commanding Officer, or to 


Major General Sir Thomas Shirley? | 


A. He did not, as the Commanding Officer knew his 
grievances well, 
Q. How does he know the Commanding Officer knew 


them well ? | 
A. The Commanding Officer was Majar Sladden, 


who was on board the ſame ſhip all the paſſage over; and 


was alſo in the garriſon of St. John's. 


Qi. Had he ever any private converſation with Maja 
Sladden upon the ſubject ? | 

A, He never had. | | 

Q: Does he mean, that Major Sladden, and the other 
Officers of the Regiment, were acquainted with the 
grievances he ſuffered all the time ? . | 

A. Major Sladden could fee ſome of them; not all of 
them. Several of the Officers of the Regiment were 
not on board the ſame 1 ranſport. „ 
Q. Were theſe grievances known to the Adjutant of 
the Regiment, the Surgeon, the Serjeant Major, the 
Quarter-Maſter, the Quarter Maſter Serjeant, the three 
Subalterns of Major Browne's Company, to which he 
belonged, and the two Serjeants of the Company? 

A. Mr. Griffin, the Quarter Maſter, was not on board 
the ſhip : him he did not ſee till in Barbadoes; — the 
others certainly muſt have ſeen him ; but whether, they 
took particular notice of his ſituation, he cannot ſay. 

Q. Were not the following Officers on board the 
Tranſport in which he ſailed from Ireland to Barbadoes: 
Surgeon Dillon, Lieutenant Mahon, and Enſign Heard, 
and Serzeant Riley (the Officers and Non-Commitſſioned 
Officer of the Company) Serjeant Major Blanche, and 
Serjeant Rawlins. 

A. Serjeant Riley was 
others were, | | 

Q. Was he taken ill on board, in conſequence of the 
cruelties he mentions to have ſuftered ? | 

A. No; he never was taken ill on board, in any 
reſpect, | 

Q. Was not the Surgeon conſidered by the ſoldiers 
of the Regiment, as an extraordinary humane man ? 

A. Yes. | 

Q: Did he ever make any complaint to him? or any 
the ſlighteſt remonſtrance ? ; ; 

A. He never did till the time he was taken ſick, and 
ſent to the hoſpital, = 'y 

Q. Was Major Brawne conſidered by the Soldiers of 
the Regiment, as a humane man? 

A. He can anſwer for himſelf does not wiſh to 
give the ſentiments of others. WED 
| Being directed by the Court to give an anſwer to the 
queſtion, he ſaid, - Some ſpoke for Major Browne, and 
others againſt him :—the greater number did not with 
him well. 

Q. From what did his reluctance in anſwering pro- 
cced, or his wiſh to anſwer for himſelf, when the queſ- 


not on board that veſſel ; the 


tion was firſt propoſed to him ? 


A. He conceived it hard to be preſſed to ſpeak the 
opinion of others. 5 | 
Q. What occaſioned ſo long a ſpace of time to inter- 


vene between Major Brotune's being put in arreſt, and 
his making bis affidavit? 


A. The reaſon of his not applying before was, his 
waiting till another Commanding Officer ſhould come, 
which was Colonel Croſbie, OS 

Did this proceed from any reluctance on the part 
of Major Sladden, in doing him juftice ? 

A. It did not, for he had never applied to him. 

Q. Did not Colonel Croſbie arrive at Antigua in Aus 

uſt 1780 ? | 
; A. He arrived in 17860 ;—cannot aſcertain the 
month: It was before the hurricane months. | 
„ Did he immediately make the affidavit upon the 


arrival of Colonel Croſbie 
TY „ 


A. The Colonel had arrived ſome time; the hur- 
ricane months were over before he made the affidavit. 
Q. What occaſioned this delay ? 


A. The Colonel very ſeldom came to the barracks . 


and was not well in health. 
Q. Could it poſſibly have been for ſo long a ſpace of 
time as four months? 5 
A. He is certain it was. | | 
Q. Would not the Commanding Officer of the Re- 
= e given him leave to have gone to Colonel 
Croſbie | 
| 1 Certainly he would ; — but the men were almoſt 
all of them frck, and ſo many men had been loſt, that 


it was not convenient, in reſpect of the reduced num- 


bers for duty, that he ſhould go. 
Qi. Does he recollect Captain Hedges having received 
2 letter from the War-Office, a few days before he 
made the affidavit? and did not Captain Hedges come to 
him, and require or perſuade him to do it? 
A. He neither recollects Captain Hedges receiving a 
letter from the War-Office, neither did Captain Hedges 
come to him, and defire him to do ſo. 
| Was it then merely by accident, and finding a 
time when Colonel Croſbie was diſengaged, that he made 
the affidavit at this particular — of time? 
A. When he found the ſickneſs was over, and the 
men were getting well again, he then got an Officer, 
Captain Hedges, to ſpeak to Colonel Croſbie, and to re- 
preſent his ill uſage. | 
Q. (By the Court) Did he receive any anſwer from 
Colonel Croſbie, in conſequence of the repreſentation 
made in his behalf by Captain Hedges ? Bl 
A. He received no anſwer ; but was deſired, by ſe- 
veral Officers of the Regiment, to go to a Juſtice, and 
there to make oath of what had happened ;—and in con- 
ſequence he did ſo. | 
Did he ever make any repreſentation to Captain 
Hedges before this period? | 
A. He never did. 


. Having received no anſwer from Colonel Croſbie, | 


relative to his complaints, what cauſed him to make the 
affidavit at this particular period of time ? 


A. There was no particular circumſtance; only he 


wiſhed to get juſtice done him. 

Being defired to mention the names of the Officers 
who adviſed him to that meaſure ; he named Major Slad- 
den, Captain Fitter, Captain Graves, Captain Wilſon, Cap- 
tain Wilkinſon, _—_— Hedges ;—theſe were all in the 
room. T ey deſired him to tell his ſtory to them, 
which he did; and then he went to the Juſtice. It 


ſeemed to be the general opinion of them all, that he | 


ſhould. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What occaſioned 
him to make the application to Captain Hedges in parti- 
cular ? | 

A. He had no reaſon to make the application to him 
more particularly than to another ; but as there was only 
one Officer with the Company, Enſign Butler, he ſpoke 
to Captain Hedges, who was frequently going backwards 
and forwards to and from Colonel Croſbie, who reſided 
in the country. 

Q. Was the affidavit, after he had made it, read to 
him at different times ? 

A. Only once before he ſigned it. It has not been 
read to him ſince by any perſon. 

Q. Did any Officer, or other perſon, go with him, 
when he went to the Juſtice to make the affidavit ? 

A. No Officer did ;—a townſman did ;—a Mr. 

Burton. 

Q. Is he a friend of Captain Hedges? 
A. He was a Baker to the Regiment. | 


Did he ever mention his grievances to any Of- 


| ficer in the Regiment, till juſt before he made the affi- 
davit? | 


A. He never made a repreſentation of them, till he 


mentioned it to the whole of them, Captain Hedges ex- 
cepted. MW. : 

Q. Was he ſent for by the Captains of the Regi- 
ment, when he told them his ſtory ? and on what oc- 
caſion were they then aſſembled ? ; 

A. He was ſent for, after having deſired Captain 
Hedges to ſpeak to Colonel Croſbie, He underſtood they 
were aſſembled to enquire what complaints he had to 

make, | 
: . Had he never any opportunity of ſending a meſ- 
ſage by Captain Hedges, to Colonel Croſbie, till this period? 

A. He might have done it; but he never did. 

Q. What occaſioned the complaint to be particularly 
made in 1787 ? | 

A. He has no particular reaſon to aſſign; he thought 
it moſt convenient, and ſuited him beſt, 
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Q. Did he not know, that Captain Hedges, at this 


| time, received peremptory orders, by the King's expreſs 


Command, to ſpecify the grounds on which he pre- 
ferred his Charges againſt Major Browne ? 
A. He did not know any thing of it. / 
Q: Were not the whole Regiment, by an order of 
Major Browne, confined to their barrack, and barrack- 
grounds, oy the time he commanded the Regi- 
e/t-Indies ; namely, to the ſame limits 
which he, the Witneſs, was limited? 
A. They were by night ; but were at liberty to get 


paſſes 8 

Q. Was not this liberty reſtricted to two men of 
good character, for the purpoſe of getting vegetables for 
the Company? | | 

A. He recollects the major part of the Company 
were marched out every morning, by an orderly Ser- 
jeant: the paſſes, he means, were for ſuch men as choſe 
to aſk for them from their Officers, excluſive of thoſe 
who were ſent out for the forage: with this excep- 
tion, the men were confined to the barracks part of the 
time. 
Q.: When he joined the Regiment at Kinſale, was he 
not examined by Colonel Croſbie in perſon, and did be 


not order him into irbns ? 


A. Yes. | 5 | 

Q. Was he not for ſeventeen days on board the 
Tranſport in irons, previous to the 1 ſailing ? 
and did Major Browne command the Regiment during 
that period ? 

A. He was on board, in irons, ſeventeen days be- 
fore the ſailing ; but he does not know who then com- 
manded the Regiment. | = 

Q: Does he poſitively aſſert, that the expreſſion made 
uſe of by Major Browne, to him, on board the Tranſport, 
was—** That he would have his life ;'*—may it not 
have been, that on his arrival at Barbadees, he would 
have him hanged ? | = 

A. Major Browne often expreſſed, that he would have 
his life ;—he would make him go down on his knees, 


* 


and beg of him to ſhoot him: and worſe than that, if 


poſſible. 5 

Q. Who was preſent when Major Broune made uſe 
of theſe expreſſions ? | ; 

A. He ſpeaks of this laſt mentioned circumſtance, as 
having been ſaid on board ſhip ; and, he thinks, Drum- 
Major Leggett muſt have heard it; alſo William Palmer, 
a private Soldier, Corporal Fohn Gordon, Serjeant Bell, 
Corporal William Collins; and he is very certain, Enjign 
Manwaring muſt have heard it; and alſo Major Slad- 
den. | | 
Qt. Theſe expreſſions having been uſed, does he con- 
ceive, that ſeveral other Officers, and men, on board 
the Tranſport, muſt have heard them alſo? 

A, He dares ſay they muſt. 

Q. Was the halter put looſely round his neck, or 
was he bound in any manner ? 

A, It was not fo tight as to choak him, certainly; but 
it was in a middling way. 5 

Q. Did the Surgeon of the Regiment obſerve him 
bound thus ? 

A. Yes; and all who were on board the Fame Tranſ- 
port, ſaw him. | 5 

Q. Did he receive any, the lighteſt injury or pain, 
from the manner in which he was bound 

A. He was lying in one poſture all the day through, 
and his limbs were naturally benumbed, 

Q. Did he ever make any repreſentation to any Com- 


miſſioned Officer, Non-Commiſſioned Officer, or Sol- 


dier, on board? 5 

A. He never did, upon account, that every one was 
forbid ſpeaking to him. 

Q. Did he not receive his grog, his proviſions, and 
every kind of covering, that other ſoldiers received ? 

A. He received his grog, and proviſions ; but as to 
covering or cloathing, he was not allowed the ſame as 
another ſoldier. | 

Q. Was he allowed bedding? : 

A. Yes; but it was of little uſe to him, when he 
was ſtill in irons, and ropes about him. 

Q. By whoſe orders were thoſe irons and ropes con- 
tinued on him at night ? | 

A. He ſuppoſed it might proceed from Major 
Browne's orders, he not having directed them to be ta- 
ken off, | 

Q. Was he kept upon deck a longer time, either in 
the hot, or cold latitudes, than any other Soldier ? | 

A. He was. | 

Q: Was he carried down by the watch, by reaſon of 
his not being able to walk ? | 4 

| It 


A. Tt was on account of his having ſo many ropes 
about his legs, and the handcuffs upon him, that he 
was not able to walk. 

Q. Does he know if any of the Officers, whom he 
has mentioned as being Witneſſes of this treatment, re- 
monſtrated with Major Browne on the ſubject ? 

A. He does not know that any did. | 

Q. Did he ever hear the men, when between decks, 
obſerve his treatment was ſevere, or cruel ; or that he 
did not deſerve it ? | 

A. He never heard the men ſay any ro at all 
about it; for they durſt not ;—all being forbid ſpeaking 
to him. a 

Q. Were the men prevented ſpeaking one with ano- 
ther, when between decks ? == 

A. They were not; except of him : they dared not 
ſpeak either to him, or of him, 

. Did Major Browne give out any orders to pre- 
vent the men ſpeaking of him! „ 

A. No; he — ay he did; only warned them 
not to ſpeak to him. | 4 

Was there not an awning upon that part of the 
deck where he was; of which he alone, of the Soldiers, 
had the advantage ? | | 
A. When there was covering, he was in a better 
place, except in reſpe& of his ropes and irons, 

. Had he not on the livery jacket, waiſtcoat, and 
breeches which he had worn, when Major Browne's 
ſervant? _ | 

A. Ves; but they were ſo bad, he was glad to get 
rid of them. | 

Q. Does he mean to ſay, that any part of the time 


he was without cloathing equally warm with any other | 


Soldier ? 
A. He does. 
Q. During what period ? 


A, For fome months; he can't ſay exactly how 


many. 55 

Q. In what place? 

A. In Barbadzes. | 

Q. Did he find great diſadvantage in Barbadoes, from 
cloathing not being warn warm ? ; 

A. As he was obliged to lie on the bare boards, it 
would have been very neceſſary for him to have had 
ſomething to cover him. 1 + io 

Q. Did not the whole Regiment lie on the bare 
boards ? 

A. They had a bed-tick, filled with Plantane leaves. 

Q. Had not he one? | 

A. He had not. He was obliged to lie in the Guard- 
hooks, by Major Browne's orders. | 

Q. Were not the men (himſelf excepted) divided into 


three watches? 


A. He believes they were. 


Q. Was not each watch obliged to turn up, for four 


hours, during the night ? 
A. He believes they were. 
Q. Was he obliged to turn up? 
A. No; becauſe he was upon deck all day. ; 
Q. Did the men, in the et-Indiey, keep on their 
coat, waiſtcoat, or ſtock, except when they were oblig- 
ed, - upon duty? _ 8 
A. Sometimes. . 
Q. Was not his puniſhment more of diſgrace, than 
of pain? | | | 
A. He cannot fay; as both diſgrace and pain were 


ſo great. | i 
& Did he ever repreſent to any Officer or Serjeant 
in his Company, any pain under which he ſuffered; or 
any circumſtance, as being injurious to his health?) 
A. He did not. Thinks he ſaid ſo before. 


Q. Has he ſeen any man in the Regiment logged, | 


by order of the Commanding Officer, ſince jor 
4 has returned to Europe? 8 
A. Yes. | 
Q. Was it the ſame log and chain he. wore, or ſimi- 
lar to that? ä 
A. He cannot ſay. 


Q. By whoſe orders was he prevented from receiving 


his pay; from ſhifting himſelf on board the Tranſport; 


or from receiving ſuch neceſſaries as he required ? 
A. He cannot tell. 
Q: Did he ever make requiſition for any of thoſe 
articles ? 
A. He never did. 7 | 
Q. During the time he was at Barbadves and Antigua, 
was not the treatment impoſed upon him leſs ſevere 
than if he had performed Soldier's duty? 
A. It was far more ſevere. 


Q. Was he not the healthieſt man, during that pe- 


riod, in the Regiment? 
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and gave him his arms? 


A. He cannot fay as to the whole Regiment: but he 
was very healthy; except the time when he was taken 


ill at Antigua. | 
It being three o'clock, and one of the Members of 

the Court very much indiſpoſed, —adjourned till 
Monday morning next, at ten o'clock,  _ 


MONDAY, 27th Aucusr, 1787. 
Tun CourT being met purſuant to adjournment, 


THOMAS EDWARDS was further examined; 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) When he went, 
in the beginning of the year 1787, to mention his griev- 
ances to Captain Hedges, what converſation paſſed on 
the occaſion ? 

A. He deſired Captain Hedges to ſtate to Colonel Croſbie, 


he thought he was ſorely 5 Captain Hedges 


ſaid, he wanted to ſpeak to 


elonel Craſbie, and would 
. 0 him with it. 


(From the Court) Did he ſtate to Captain Hedges 


the nature of his grievances in general? 


A. It was unneceſſary to ſtate his grievances, as they - 


were well known to the Regiment. 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What happened in 


conſequence ? 


A. Some few days after this, the Captains of the 


Regiment aſſembled, and enquired into his grievances. 
Q. What occaſion had they to enquire into his 
grievances, if they were well known to the Regi- 
ment ? 
A. That they might know every particular. 


caſion ? 
A. He does not know. 
Q. Did Captain Hedges ever ſay any. thing to him 
upon the ſubject, previous to his deſiring the G 
ſpeak to Colonel Craſbie? 
A. He never did. 8 | | 
Q. When was it that he authoriſed Captain Hedges 
to my forward this Proſecution againſt Major 
Browne | 
A. When he found enquiry was making into the 
matter, he wiſhed to carry on the Proſecution himſelf; 
by having a Gentleman to back him z—he then gave 


| Captain Hedges the affidavit, or a copy of it. 


Q. What reaſon had he for giving the affidavit pat- 
ticularly to Captain Hedges, when there were ſo many 
older Officers preſent with the Regiment ? ö 

A. He thought it proper to give it him, who had 
had had the trouble, at his —_ 
nel Croſbie. | x 

Q. What does he mean by the expreſſion, —<< Hay- 
« ing an Officer to back him?“ 


A. He means in coming to England to get juſtice - 


done him. ; 

Q. Did any Officer tell him he would bring him 
over to England, to get juſtice done him ? | 

A. The whole of the Captains told him, a few days 
before he came away from Antigua, that he was to come 
home to England;—no Officer told him he would bring 
him over to England for juſtice being done him. 

Q. (By the Court) How came he not to make his 
complaint to Major Sladden, at the time he releaſed him, 

A. Becauſe he perceived the treatment he had met 
with, had begot a ſtrong preſumption in the minds of 
the Officers, of his having deſerved it; and he did not 


chooſe to make application, till he had, in ſome mea- 


ſure, regained his character. 
Q. Did he ever apply to Colonel Croſbie for a Court 


Martial, to enquire into the Charges againſt him, pre- 


vious to the Regiment's ſailing from Corte harbour? 
A. He never did. | 
Q. Does he know where Major Browne joined the 
Regiment, previous to the embarkation ? 


A. He cannot ſay : he did not ſee him till he ſaw- - 


him on board ſhip. 

When he went to the Captains, who were aſſem- 
bled at Antigua, to enquire into the particulars of his 
e any perſon go along with him? 

No. | 

Q. Did the perſon, who propoſed any queſtions to 
him at that Meeting of the Captains, i from a writ- 
ten paper ? Es 

A. No. 


Q: Were the anſwers, which were given by him to 
| the queſtions ſo put to him, committed to writing? © | 
A. The anſwers were not written down. Nothing 


was put in-writing until he went before the Juſtice. 


M | Q. (By 


Q. Who aſſembled all the Captains upon that oe 


aptain to 


; of ſpeaking to Colo 
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_ Q. (By delire of Major Browne) Was Colonel Croſbie | 


preſent, or in the town of St. John's, when the Captains 
were aſſembled ? 

A. He was not preſent; but whether in the town, 
or not, he cannot ſay, 


Q. What circumſtance led him to think he had re- | 
gained his character, when he ſpoke to Captain Hedges 


to apply to Colonel Croſbie ? | 

A. Having behaved himſelf, in the mean time, ſo- 
berly and honeſtly; and having done his duty like a 
Soldier, 


THOMAS ROGERSON, Eſq. Commiſſary for 
the Troops in the Iſland of Antigua, was ſworn and ex- 
amined | 
Q. Boes he recollect the arrival of five Companies of 
the 67th Regiment, in the Iſland of Antigun ? 

A. He does. 

Q: Does he recollect the particular time?? 

A. It was in the beginning of November 1785, as 
he recollects. | 

Q. Who commanded them ? 

A. Major Browne. | 

Q.: Does he recollect a converſation which paſſed be- 
tween Major Browne and him, relative to a Soldier, 
under the Major's command? | 

A. He does: Major Browne and he were at break- 
faſt at Mr. Carre's; the diſcourſe happened to turn upon 
robberies; - the Major related a robbery, which he had 


ſuſtained from a man, named Thomas Edwards, who 


uſually went by the name of ©« Honeſt Tom,” in the 
Regiment, in whom he had placed confidence; and that 
ſoon after the Major left Ireland, he received intima- 


tion that this Edwards had robbed him ;—that on the 
Major's return to Jreland, he had cauſed him to be con- 


fined, by putting a chain, and log of wood, either round 


his neck or leg; — the Witneſs cannot recollect which; 


and the Major declared, he ſhould never come out of it; 


and then aſked the Witneſs if there was no poſſibility 
of ſending him (Edwards) down to the Spaniſh Main. 


Q. What anſwer did the Witneſs make to Major 


Browne ? | 
A. He anſwered, he did not know ;—it was fo ex- 


traordinary a queſtion that it ſurpriſed him. He does not 
recollect he made any further anſwer to Major Browne, 


Q. Did it appear to the Witneſs, that Major Browne 


laid this in a ſerious manner, as if he would put the 


matter in execution, if he found a conveyance ? 

A. It appeared to him, Major Browne was relating a 
matter of fact; and from the manner in which he aſked 
the Witneſs the queſtion, he ſuppoſed the Major meant 
to do it. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Had Major Browne 
ever ſeen him, or had any acquaintance whatever with 
him, till the day on which this converſation paſſed ? 

A. He believes it paſſed about the third day after 


Major Browne's arrival; he had ſeen the Major twice 
| before in the Ifland of Antigua, but had no acquaint- 


ance with him. 

Q Did the Major appear to him to be at all hurt in 
his underſtanding? | 

A. Notin the leaſt. | 
Q. Did it appear to him by the converſation, Major 


- Browne wanted to employ him on the ſervice ? 


A. No; he ſhould have been exceedingly hurt, if the 


Major had entertained ſuch an idea of him. 


„What does he conceive prevented Major Browne 
from kidnapping Edwards ? | 
A. He never thought about the matter further. 

Q: Did he ever hear of Major Browne going amongſt 
the Captains of ſhips, or amongſt the Merchants, to 
find out a method of conveyance for Edwards? 

A. Never. | | X | 
Q. Was he on terms of civility and politeneſs with 


Major Browne, not only during his reſidence in Antigua, 


but on meeting him in this City ; and has he not often 


dined with Major Browne ſince the converſation which 


he has related ? | | 
A. He has always been on a footing of politeneſs 


with Major Browne, and has dined with him three or 
four times in the Iſland of Antigua; he has met Major 


Brune twice in the City of London, when mutual ci- 
vilities have paſſed, | 
Q. Did he ever obſerve any part of Major Browne's 


conduct to the Regiment, that could make him ſuppoſe, 


he * ip man Capable of ſuch outrageous violence? 
. Os, | 
Q.: Was not the diſcipline and good conduct of the 
Regiment, particularly noticed by the inhabitants of 


' Antigua, during the time Majer Browne commanded it? 


2 
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any Crue 


A. He does not recolle& any thing on the ſubject. 
being publicly or privately noticed; — he minded his 
own buſineſs. g | PT, 1 

Q. In that part of Major Browne's duty, where he 
had occaſion to tranſaR any buſineſs with him, did the 
Major appear warm and ſtrenuous for the comfort and 
good of the Soldiery? _ * 

Q Did he ever repeat his intention of ſending EA. 
wards to the Spaniſh Main, at the different times when 
he has been in company, or converſation with him-? 

A. Never. | Ta hos 

Q: Did he expreſs at the time, any thing to Major 
Browne, either by words or geſtures, which could have 
—_— him from putting his threat into execution?) 

2 | n 

Q. When did he firſt notice this expreſſion to any 
perſon, and to whorh ? FFV 

A. He has mentioned it at Antigua, at different times, 
to ſeveral Gentlemen of his acquaintance. — 

Q. Has not the Witneſs been often with Majer Ge- 
neral Sir Thomas Shirley, who Commanded in Chief; and 
did he ever mention it to him ? | | 

A. He has been often with Major General Shirley; 
does not recollect having mentioned it to him. 

Q. What has now led him to come forwards, and ſtate 
this circumſtance to the Court ? | 

A. He received a letter from Sir Charles Gould, ſum- 
moning him to attend the Court ;—he has no other cauſe 


to aſſign. 
. H d he any converſation with the Captains of 


the 67th Regiment, relative to the circumſtance? - 


A. He called upon Captain Hedges one morning, ſoon 
after his arrival in London; when Captain Hedges inform- 
ed him, he would be ſummoned, as a Witneſs, on this 
buſineſs ;—this is all the converſation he recollects hay» 
ing had with any Captain of the Regiment upon it. 

Q. Did any perſon from Antigua write to him, and 
inform him Major Browne was to be tried on this 
Charge ;—and to call upon Captain Hedges, and tell him 
about it, when he came to London, 

A, No. | | 

Q. Did Major Browne appear to him an Officer 
who ſeemed to have the general comfort and preſervation 
of the — warmly at heart ? or did he ever mark 

ty or Oppreſſion in the conduct of Major 
Browne ? | | 

A. As far as he had an opportunity of ſeeing, Major 
Browne ſeemed to have the comfort of the Regiment, in 
— at heart; and he never ſaw any inſtance of 

ruelty or Oppreſſion. | 8 

Q. Did he ever obſerve any thing in Aajor Browne's 
conduct in any reſpect, to make him reluctant to form 
an acquaintance with him? | ; 


. No. 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Might not Major 
Browne have made many. applications to Captains of 
ſhips, for the conveyance of Thomas Edwards to the 
Spaniſh Main, without his knowing it ? x 

A. No doubt; but he never heard of any, 
Might not Major Browne be guilty of many acts 


of Cruelty or Oppreſlion, without his knowledge? 


. Yes. 
- Q (By the Court) Was Major General Sir Thomas 
Shirley, the Governor, in the Iſland of Antigua, at the 
time when the converſation paſſed reſpeRing the ſend- 
ing of Edwards to the Spaniſh Main ? „„ 
A. He was. | | . 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did any other 


% " 


perſons in the Iſland, ever mention to the Witneſs, 


\ * 


that they had heard of Major Browne expreſſing ſuch 


intention ? 

A. Never. | : 

Q. Does he know by what means this converſation, 
reſpecting a wiſh to ſend Edwards to the Spaniſh Main, 
came to the knowledge of Captain Hedges? | 

A. He does not. N 
* 6 _ any 11 paſſed betwixt him and 

tain Hedges, ſince the Proſecution now going on re- 
lative to Edwards ? ; | 25 Ms 

A. None, 


MAJOR GEORGE SLADDEN, Captain in the 
67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined: 

Q. How long before the embarkation of the Regi- 
ment from Ireland, did Major Browne join it? 

A. Major Browne arrived at Corke about a week be- 
fore the Regiment embarked, 

Q. Does ke recolle& a Private Soldier, who had been 
ſervant to Major Browne, being confined at that time ? 

A. Thomas 
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, A. Themas Edwards, who had been ſervant to Major 


Browne, was a Priſoner on board the Fame Tranſport, 
when he embarked on board her. 


Q. Did he ever hear the reaſon of his being a Pri- 


ſoner? | | 2 9 
A. He heard he had robbed his maſter, Major Browne ; 
that was one of the reaſons. | 
Q. Was Edwards advertiſed as a Deſerter, and Thief, 
by Major Browne ? | 
A. 


e cannot ſay. 


from the iſt of April, to their arrival at Barbadoes? 

A. Major Browne and the Witneſs embarked together 
about the 3d or 4th of April, and from that period Ma- 
jer Browne commanded on board, except that once or 
twice Colonel Craſbie came on board, before they ſailed. 


Qi. Did Colonel Croſbie command the embarkation of 


the two Regiments, the 66th and 67th ? 

A. Yes. : | 
Q. At the times Colonel Croſbie came on board the 
Tranſport, did he interfere in the Command of the 
Troops on board? & 
A. Not that he remembers. 

Q. Does he recolle& the ſituation of Thomas Edwards, 
on board the Fame Tranſport, from the time of quitting 
Ireland, till the arrival at Barbadees ? | 

A. He recollects Thomas Edwards being a Priſoner on 
board, who was moſt of the time, in the day, in the af- 

art of the paſſage had a rope about his neck and legs. 
| He was generally brought upon deck early in the morn- 
ing, and ſent off the deck in the evening. 


Q. Does he recolle& Edwards having labels affixed to 


his back and breaſt? and what was on the labels? 
A. He does: — the words, Thief and Robber,” as 
well as he remembers, were wrote thereon. 
Q. Does he recolle& the rope about Edwards's neck, 
being at any time changed? | 
A. Yes ; from a ſmaller to a larger rope. 
Were the men on board prevented ſpeaking to 
Edwards ?? 
A. H fo underſtood, 
Qi. Did any Court Martial, 
Edwards's trial ? 
A. No; not that he knows of. 
Q: Could Edwards have been brought to a Court 
Martial on board ? | 1 
A. Before they ſailed, he certainly might; not ſo 
properly afterwards, becauſe there were but three Subal- 
terns on board, During the paſſage, two other Officers 
came on board the Tranſport on a viſit. | 
Q. Cannot one Captain, and two Subalterns, conſti- 
tute a Court Martial ? | 3 
A. It is ſometimes done in caſes of neceſſity. 
Q. Were there not two Captains and three Subal- 
terns? 8 ; 
A. There were. 5 
Q. Does he recolle& the circumſtance of Thomas Ed- 
wards having been pulled from under cover, where he 
had got to protect himſelf from the heat of the ſun ? 
A. He heard ſome report of it on board ;—he did not 
ſee it, | | | 
Q. Was 
ſituated as he was, with reſpe& to the ropes ? | 
A. He has ſeen Edwards go off the deck in the even- 
ing, ſupported by two men, | 
X On the arrival at Barbadoes, was Edwards ſent up. 


previous to this, ſit for 


- 


handcuffed to Anne's Caſtle ? 
A. He was. 


„ 


Q. How long did he remain there; and where w a he | 


afterwards ſent vo Brad LOR: 
A. He remained there but a very few days, and was 
then ſent down to Bridge Town. 48 
Q: What treatment did Edwards receive 
Fort; and was he conſidered there as a Priſoner ? 
A. The Witneſs was not there himſelf, and therefore 
cannot ſpeak to the manner of treatment; but is per- 
ſuaded he was conſidered as a Priſoner. o 5 
Q. Does he recolle& the time when the five Compa- 
nies removed from Barbadoes to Antigua ? | 
A. Three Companies left Barbadoes the latter end of 
October. The Witneſs did not go with the other two 
Companies *till ſome time in November. 
Q. Was Thomas Edwards a Priſoner when he ar- 
rived ? 


in the Guard Reports. 
Q. Has he ever ſeen a log and chain upon Edward. 
in 5 Iſland of Antigua ? * hgh 8 
A. He has. 


Q. Who commanded on board the Fame Tranſport, 


ter part of the quarter-deck,—handcuffed ;—and for ſome _ 


1 0 5 
Edwards able to move without aſſiſtance, 


at James 


A. He cannot poſitively ſay, but thinks his name was | 


JOHN BROWNE-- 


— 


| prevented — Court Martial upon 7 


> 7 


Q. What cloaths had Edwards then on? 


— 


A. The firſt time he ſaw Edwards was in the kitch- 


* 


en. He ſtood in a corner, and looked ſo black, he 


cannot ſay; nor did he look much at him. 
Q. Did he ever, during the paſſage, or at Anigud, 
hear Major Browne curſe and ſwear, and threaten Ed- 
wards's life? * „ "RS 
A. No; he cannot 1 his memory with that. 
Q. Did he ever aſk Major Browne, why he did not 
deliver Edwards over to the Civil Power, if he had com- 


mitted a theft? or why he did not try him by a Court 


Martial? FA 

A. He cannot recolle& whether he did or not, 

Q. Did Major Browne ever mention to him, that he 
had any proof of the man being guilty of the theft ? 

A. He cannot be poſitive, 88 3 a 

Q. Does he recolle& any converſation which paſſed 
1 Sur gien Dillon and Thomas Edwards? 

0 0. ; ; ; 

Q. After Major Browne was put in arreſt by the Ge- 

neral Court Martial, and the Command devolved on him, 


did he order accoutrements, cloathing, and neceſſaries, 


+3 


1 


to be delivered to Edwards; and alſo order, that he ſhould | 


do his duty as a Soldier? | 


A. He did. | 

Q Did he order Edwards's accounts to 
his balance paid him ? 5 

A. He don't recollect that particular; but it is a cuſ- 
tom in the Regiment to do that every two months. 

Q: ls there not a ſtanding order in the Regiment, that 
the men's accounts ſhould be ſettled in the Regiment, 
and the balance paid them, every two months? 

A. There is, and it has been ſtrictly adhered tö. 

Q. Had Edwards's accounts been ſo ſettled ? 

A. He does not know. | | 

Q. Was Captain Wilkinſon, Lieutenant Mahon Enfign 
Heard, and Enſign Mainwaring on board the Fame 
Tranſport ? 5608 

This, before the Witneſs had time to anſwer, was ad- 


be ſettled, and 


- mitted on the part of Major Browne, 


Q. (By. the Court) Does he know any reaſon which 
s Edwards, 


before the embarkation ? 


A. He cannot ſay; he was not at the head quarters of 
the A. 


Q. Did the Witneſs, or any other Officer on board the 
Fame Tranſport, interfere in favor of Thomas Eawards, 
by;a repreſentation to Major Browne ? | 

A. He cannot ſay. 3 3 

. Should he have done ſo, if the treatment of Tho- 
mas Edwards had appeared to him cruel and oppreffive ? 

A. He did not know how long the treatment was to 
laſt; nor did he conceive it was his buſineſs to dictate to 
the Commanding Officer of the Regiment: 

Q. Did it appear to him cruel and oppreſſive? 

A. It continued ſuch a length of time; the lying upon 
deck with a rope about him, —handcuffed, —and expoſed 
to the inclemency of the weather, he thought it altoge- 
ther more than he ſhould have choſen to order. 

Q. By whom were the Captains convened at Antigua, 
when the meeting was had reſpecting Edwards's greiv- 
ances or complaint ? | N 1 

A. If he recollects, it was at the time when Captain 

Hedges was ordered to give in his Specific Charge, —and 
Captain Hedges deſired him to be preſent to hear what 
the man had to ſay; he concludes from thence, the other 
Captains were brought to the meeting by the like ap- 
plication. „ 5 | 


Q. Was Edwards kept upon deck, and expoſed to the 
| ſun, more than any other Soldier on board? 


A. Edwards was kept there from morning *till even- 


ing; the other Soldiers were not. Moſt of the Soldiers 


defired to be upon deck as much as poflible, for the ſake 
of their health ; but occaſionally went down. 
Q. Was the cord tight enough to occaſion pain; or 


did it appear to be affixed merely as a badge of infamy ? 


A. The cord, eſpecially latterly, was very heavy; and 


as Edwards was to remain the whole day in that ſitua- | 


tion, he thinks it muſt have been ſomewhat painful. 

Q. Was any other Soldier on board, a Priſoner ? and 
if any, was he kept on deck in the ſame way Edwards 
was 


tion; there may occaſionally have been a Soldier, who 
was a Priſoner. 4 ah 
Was the affixing of a log to the 
. for in the Regiment ? * | 
A. It was for a certain time. It is often thought pre- 
ferable to corporal puniſhment, for a trifling — 


A. Dia 


A. He does not remember any other in the ſame ſitua- 


men, an uſual 
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Q. Did he think himſelf better warranted to approve 
of Thomas Edwards's application for a Court Martial af- 
ter the Meeting of the Captains of the Regiment, than 


* When in Barbadoes? 


A. The Meeting was upon account of Captain Hedges 
being called upon to give in —_ Charges, for the 
purpoſe of hearing what Edwards had to ſay ; but as to 
the approbation, he, the Witneſs, did not expreſs any: 


—he does not recollect, he opened his mouth whilſt | 


Edwards was in the room. 


Q. Was there not uſually an awning on that part of | 
the deck where Edwards was, which might protect him 


from the fun ? 

A. No; he does not recollect there was. 3 

Q. (By defire of Captain Hedges) How long is it cuſ- 
tomary, in the 67th Regiment, to kcep the log and chain 
upon a Soldier, as a pun:ſhment ? ; 

A. It depends upon the degree of the offence ; ſome- 
times three, five, or ten days ; it perhaps may have been 
more, if the offence ited it. = 

Q: Has he ever known it kept upon a Soldier during a 
month, Edwards excepted ? | 

A. No; he does not recollect he ever has. 3 

Q. On his getting Command of the Regiment, did he 
releaſe Edwards ? | 

A. He did. 

Q. For what reafon ? END 

A. Edwards was pointed out to him, and he under- 
ftood he was conſtantly at the Hoſpital, as an Orderly 
Man; and ſeemed then to be in a very dirty condition. 
The Witneſs thereupon ordered him to be cloathed ; to 


 rcceive his accoutrements; and to mount Guard, and 


to do his duty like another Soldier. | 
Q. How long has he (the Witneſs) ſerved in the 
army ? . 
A. Twenty nine years. 
Q. During that ſervice, has he ever obſerved a Soldier 
ed 2 as Edwards was? | 
No. 


SERJEANT WILLIAM BELL, of Major Slad- 


den's Company, in the 67th Regiment, was ſworn and 


examined, 


Q. Did he embark on board the Fame Tranſport, on 


the Iſt of April, 1785 ? 


A. He did. | 

Q. Who commanded on board? 

A. Major Browne, after the embarkation, 

Q. Were the orders on board the Fame given out by 
Major Browne? 

A. They were. 

Q. Was Thomas Edwards a Priſoner on board? 

A, Yes. 

Q. What was his ſituation and treatment ? 

A. He was handcuffed when they embarked. He 
afterwards was confined to the fore-caſtle ; there to re- 
main from ſun riſing until ſun ſet. After ſailing from 
Corke harbour, he was removed to the quarter-deck, 
there to remain under the charge of a Centinel from ſun 
riſe until ſun ſet. - There was a rope which was braced 
about his body and thighs ;—it went alſo round his 
neck. The words, Thief and Robber,” were wrote 
on parchment, and ſewed on the back of his coat and 
front of his breaſt. He thinks this treatment of Edwards 
commenced about the 20th or 21ſt of April, and conti- 
nued until after they had paſſed the Tropic Line, which 
he believes was about the 15th or 18th of June, at which 
time the ropes were taken off; but he continued to wear 
the parchments with the inſcriptions, on his back and 
breaſt, and was in handcuffs, under the charge of a Cen- 


*_ 


tinel on the quarter-deck, by day. When he was taken 


down between decks at night, the Centinels at the gang 
way had him in charge; and if there was occafion for 
him to come upon deck, the Corporal of the Watch was 
to he called, in order to ſee him back again. On the 
landing at Barbadoes, he was marched in irons to St. 
Anne's Cafe where he remained in the Guard-houſe for 
tour or five days:—his name was entered in the Guard 
Report, as confined by the Commanding Officer. He 
afterwards was removed, under the eſcort of a Corpo- 
ral's party, to James's Fort, where he was confined in 
the Guard-houſe. The Witnefs afterwards ſaw him 
employed by day in clearing the Parade of rubbiſh; and 
likewiſe 1epairing the Barracks, which were at that time 


repairing :—he ſtill continued to wear the old clothes, 


and the parchments oh his breaſt and back ; and a few 

wecks after this, the Witneſs recollects a log was placed 

upon him. The Witneſs was informed, by a Serjeant 

of the Major's Company, that he had particular orders 

from Mejer Brewne, that after the work of the day was 

dene, Eawards . ould ſleep in the Guard- houſe at nights. 
2 


| 


| 


, 


— 


The Witneſs believes, and was at the time informed, 
thoſe orders were conſtantly put in execution. Beſore 
the five Companies embarked for Autigua, there were 
ſmall boards fixed to Edvards's back and breaft, with 
the like inſcription of Thief and Robber.” The 
Witneſs ſaw him wear them at the time of his embark- 
ing from Barbadoes. FS 5 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock. ä 2 


TUESDAY, 28th Aucusr, 1787. 
Tar Count being met purſuant to adjournment, | 


SERJEANT WILLIAM BELL being again call- 
ed, proceeded in giving an account of the treatment of 
Thomas Edwards, as follows : ; oY ah 

About twelve days after Edwards landed at Antigua 
the Witneſs joined the other Companies from Barbadees 
the Priſoner Edwards was employed in the ſame way as 
he had been in that Iſland, to wit, in clearing away rub- 
biſh from the barrack and barrack ground,—cleanin 


dirty arms,—and the like ;—he wore the log till, ſſept 


in the Guard-houſe at night, and was ſtill continued in 
the Guard Report, as a Priſoner. When the Quarter 
Maſter ordered him to be diſmiſſed from thoſe fatigue - 
duties, he was ſent back to the Guard- houſe, there to 
remain under charge of the Guard, 'till wanted. In 
the latter end of February 1785, he was reported to the 
Surgeon, fick ; who ordered his log to be taken off, and 
kept him in the hoſpital ; thinks, Ediuurdi was about ten 
or twelve days there, after which he was ſent to the Bar- 
rack; he continued to do the former fatigue work, but 
did not ſleep in the Guard-houſe. In the month of 
March the Command of the Regiment devolved on Ma- 
for Sladden, who ordered Edwards cloathing, and that 
he ſhould do his duty, in rotation, as other Soldiers of 
the N | g 
Q. How long after he ſailed from Curie was it, that 
the rope was put about Edwards? and how long did it 
remain ? | ; 
A. To the beſt of his knowledge, it was put on the 
20th or 21ſt of April, and continued on till about the 
I5th or 18th of June following. | a 
Q. What time did they arrive at Barbadoes ? 
A. The 29th of June. 
. Is he certain it was the 15th or i 8th of Tune? * 
A. Upon recolle&ion the Witneſs explained, that he 


| ſhould have ſaid the 1 5th or 18th of May, when he ſpoke 


of the rope of being taken off, 
Q. Was Edwards able to move without afliſtance, - 
when he had the rope and handcuffs on ? ISIS 
A. He has frequently ſeen Edwards aſſiſted. 
Were the men on board prevented from ſpeaking 


to Edwards ? | 


A. There was a particular order for that purpoſe. 

Q. Has he ever heard Major Browne curſe or ſwear 
at Edwards ; or uſe any vehement expreſſion to him? 

A. He has;—a few days after they ſailed from Corke 
harbour, Major Browne ſent for Edwards from the 


fore- caſtle to the quarter-deck, and obſerved to him, 


that had he remained a little longer in Ireland, he would 
have taken care to have had him hanged. He called him 
an infamous raſcal, or villain, —and added, he had it 
now in his power to make his life miſerable, which he 
declared by God, he would do. The Major mentioned 
he would make him glad to jump overboard before he 
landed in the J/2/t-Indtes, but he would take care to pre- 
vent him from that, for he would have him tied ;—the 
Witneſs underſtood, afterwards Major Browne gave di- 
rections for that purpoſe to the Drum Major that day. 
Q. Was Edwards allowed to ſtrip, or change his ap- 


parel, during the paſlage ? 


A. Eqdwaras never did change his apparel, to his 


knowledge, from his appearance, (that is to ſay, from 


— 


his ſhirt and cloaths being in ſo dirty a condition) the 


Witneſs thinks he never did. 

Q. Does he know whether Edwards's accounts were 
ſettled ; and whether he received his balance? 

A. He believes Eduurdi's ſubſiſtence was placed to 
his account—and he received credit for it; but Serjeant 
Braſſington, of Major Browne's Company, told the Wit- 
neſs in Antigua, in the month of December 1785, he 
was not allowed to provide Edwards with any neceſſaries. 

Q. At the time Major Sladden releaſed Edwards, and 
ordered his balance to be paid, what appeared to be due 
to him ? | 

A. He ſaw the books, and it appeared to amount to 
upwards of four pounds. | 

Q. Was he preſent when a converſation was had be- 
tween Edwards and Surgeon Dillon? | | 

A, Yesz 


A. Yes :—it was on board the Fame Tranſport, in 
the morning towards eight o'clock, about a fortnight 
after their having ſailed :—Surgeon Dillon aſked Edwards, 

who was then lying on the quarter-deck, whether he 
was not unwell ? Eduard, anſwered, he was riot we l; 
The Surgeon enquired his complaint; Edwards replied, 
he did not know, except by lying in this place, The 
Surgeon urged him to beg Major Browne's pardon for 
what he had done, and told him he would intercede 
with the Major for his being releaſed. Edwards told 
Surgeon Dillon, he did not know he had ever offended 
the Major, and that he could not beg his pardon. | 

Q. Did the Witneſs preſs Edwards to. acknowledge 
his fault? We; 

A. He did. Pp 
Q. What anſwer did he receive? 

A. To the ſame purpoſe as Surgeon Dillon had be- 
fore received from Edwards. .. | : 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) On Captain Hedges 
having demanded from him, if Edwards had the rope 
round him when he diſembarked at Barbadies; did he 
not reply, he made no particular obſervation about it? 
A. He did make that reply ;—which he now explains 
thus ;—he, the Witneſs, diſembarked three days be- 
fore Edwards, and could not, therefore, obſerve him, 
when he diſembarked. 


Q. Were not the words he made uſe of,. He made 


no remark about it ?” 


A. He did anſwer ſo, meaning, that hedid not know 


whether Edwards diſembarked without the rope, or 
with it, as he (the Witneſs) was not then preſent. 

Qi. Has he not been for a conſiderable time Pay Ser- 
jeant to Major Sladden's Company? and was he not ap- 
pointed to act as Serjeant Major, in Auguſt 1786 ? 


A. In conſequence of his being the Senior Serjeant 


in the Regiment, he was appointed to act as Serjeant 
Major; and was for a conſiderable time Pay Serjeant to 
Major Sladden's Company, | 
Q. Was he an older Serjeant than Braſſington? 
A. He was. 

Q. Had he any converſation with Major Sladden re- 

ſpecting the circumſtances of the treatment of Edwards ? 
He never had, | | 

Q. Has he had converſation with any perſon upon it, 
and with whom? 

A. He has had converſation with ſeveral perſons re- 
lative to this Court Martial. 

Q. With any Officers ? . 

A. He had no converſation with any Officer, but 
what related to his being ordered home ; and whether 
he was to be a Witneſs or not. _ 

Q. With what Officer had he this converſation ? 

A. The firſt, and only information he received of be- 
ing a Witneſs at this Court Martial, was from Captain 
Fitter, who gave him a Letter, which had been ſent 
from the Secretary at War, in order to be copied over. 

Q. Had he any converſation with Captain Hedges on 
the ſubjeCt ? 

A. Not with reſpe& to a ſingle queſtion which Cap- 
tain Hedges was to atk, or the Witneſs was to anſwer ; 
Captain Hedges told him he found it neceſſary to call 
upon him, as a Witneſs, reſpecting Edwards's treat- 
ment ;—that was all Captain Hedges mentioned reſpecting 
the Court Martial. | 

. How came it to be known to the Proſecutor, he 
could give ſo circumſtantial an account of the matter ? 

A. He cannot ſay. 

Q. Has he ever received any promiſes of promotion, 
or emolument, after this trial ? Is i 

A. He never did, either of the one, or the other. 
Qt. Was he with the Regiment when Edwards was 
- apprehended ? | | 

A, He was with the Company at Bandon. 

Q. What were the time, place, and manner of Eq- 
wards's being apprehended ? | 

A. The Witneſs was told by a Serjeant of the Re- 
giment, Edwards came to the Guard-houſe at Xinſale, 
and that the Centinel, and ſome others of the Guard, 
took him in charge, as a Priſoner, in conſequence of 
an advertiſement from Major Browne, which, as the 
Witneſs was informed, imported a robbery. 

Q. What enſued in conſequence of Edwards being 
ſo apprehended ? | 


A. Edwards remained Priſoner at Kin/ale, and em- 


barked as ſuch. a 
Q. Was he in irons ? 
A, He was. | ; 
Q. Who then commanded the Regiment ? 
A. Colanel Croſbie. 3 
Q. At what time was Edwards thus apprehended ? 


S 


tt 
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— 


out on the 12th of April? 


45 


A. He is not certain as to the day, but he believes, 
it was about the 27th of March, when Edwards joined 
the Regiment. „ | 

Q. Where was Major Browne then? , 

A. He was informed the Major was in Ce; and the 
Witneſs ſaw him once at Bandon. 
Q. Does he mean to ſay, he had heard Major Browne 


was at Corke, before he heard Edwards was apprehended ? 


A. He cannot be certain where Major Browne was at 
that particular time. FE 

Q: Does he mean, that Major Browne was on leave of 
abſence from the Regiment? | 

A. He knows the Major was abſent from the Regi- 
ment, and he makes no doubt he had leave. 

Q. How long had Major Browne been abſent? 

A. Major Browne left the Regiment in June 1784. 
Q. Was any part of the Regiment quartered at Corte? 
A. Not at that tine. 

Q. When he ſaw Majr Browne at Bandon, was not 

the Major in a coloured coat ? and was it not on a viſi 

for one day to Major Sladden ? EN 
A, He was in a coloured coat; and the Witneſs be- 


lieves was upon a viſit to Major Sladden. 


At what time, and place, did the Regiment em- b 
bark | | 
A. They embarked at Mont's Town. | 
Q. Who then commanded the Regiment? 

A. Colonel Crosbie. 


Q. Was Edwards marched a Priſoner in irons : 


A. He was, 


Q. Had Major Prownejoined the Regiment at the time? 
A. He had been with the Regiment on a viſit at 
Bandou, but did not remain ;—and the Witneſs was 
told, he was likewiſe at Kinſale, 
Q. Did he ſee any orders from Calonel Crosbie given 


A. Yes, he did. 5 ES 

Q. Does he mean, that Major Browne commanded on 
board the Fame Tranſport, previous to the ſailing from 
Corte; or that he commanded the Regiment? | 

A, He knows Major Browne gave out Regimental 
Orders, and the Witneſs always conſidered him as 
Commanding the Regiment at that time. | 

Q. If he (the Witneſs) had been aggrieved previous 
to the Regiment failing from Corke harbour; had he not 


an 8 of ſtating his grievance to Colonel Craſbie? 
es . 


Q. Did not Colonel Croſbie dine with Captain Hedges on 
board the Recovery Tranſport, a day or two before the 
Regiment failed ? And was not the Band of Muſic 
ſent for thither? 195 | 

A. Whether Colonel Croſbie dined on board the Reco- 
very Tranſport he cannot aſcertain ; but he remembers 
the circumſtance of the Band being ſent for thither. 

Q. Did he not hear at the time, that the Band was 
ordered by Colonel Croſbie ? * JT 

2 He thinks it muſt have been by Colonel Croſbie's 
orders. 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne gave any 
orders relative to the manner in which the rope was to 
be fixed on Edwards ? : 19 | 

A. He was walking on the larboard fide of the main 
deck, but did not attend to what dire&ions the Drum 
Major received. - TS h 

QQ. Was he preſent when Major Browne, a day or 
two after the embarking, had the men all aſſembled, _ 
and Edwards examined in their preſence ? Be 

A. He was not. Nt 

Did he conſider the manner in which the rope was 
placed on Edwards, more as a badge of infamy, than as a 
uniſhment ? „ 

A. He believes it anſwered both purpoſes, for it was 
of conſiderable weight. | 


Were not the men in general, kept upon deck, from 


ſun riſing till ſun ſet, a day or two after the ſailing, 
when they had recovered their ſea ſickneſs? _ | 

A. He thinks it was from eight till four ; the order 
was for the men to remain conſtantly on deck ;—the 
Captain of the Tranſpbrt ſtated it was inconvenient 
for the Soldiers being upon deck ſo early, upon account 
of the Sailors waſhing the deck. ERS 

Q. If it had not been for that circumſtance, would 
the Soldiers have been upon deck at ſun riſe? | 

A. He cannot be certain as to that. 

Q. How can he ſpeak ſo minutely to the treatment 
Edwards received at Barbadzes, he, the Witneſs, being 
quartered at Anne's Fort,— two miles diſtant ? 

A. He frequently went for orders to Conſtitution Hill, 
and often was obliged to call upon the Adjutant at 


Tames's Fart. | 
| | N Q. Did 
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Q. Did the Adjutant live at James's Fort ? 
A. Very near it. | 
If the Adjutant did not live at James's Fort, what 
vccalioned his going thither ? 

A. The Aqjutant was often detained at Head Quar- 
ters, and ſometimes was out; and he judged it more con- 
venient, *till his return home, to go into the Fort and 
remain there, than elſewhere, | | 

Q. Did he not know an inſtance, ſince he has been 
in the Regiment, of Major Browne's interfering with 


the Surgeon, to the diſadvantage or injury of any Sol- 


dier ? | 

A. He knows Major Browne and Mr. Duffey, the 
former Surgeon of the Regiment, were not upon good 
terms. | | 

0 Did he ever know Major Browne interfere in any 
reſpe& with regard to the ſick, in a manner which had 
the appearance of Cruelty or Oppteſſion ? 

A. He recollects ſome inſtances in Dublin, where two 


or three men were chained to a platform by Major 


Browne's orders ;—he heard the Surgeon ſay, that it 


was impoſſible for him to cure the men, and that he 


would make intereſt to have them ſent to the Royal In- 


firmary ; that is all.— He heard Surgeon Duffey likewiſe | 


diſapprove of the ſick in barracks, and quarters, being 
paraded morning and evening roll-calling; he cannot 


' fay, whether the Surgeon. made repreſentation of it to 


Major. Browne ; but he has heard Surgeon Duffey, when 
the Witneſs was Orderly Serjcant at the Hoſpital, in- 
form ſeveral of the ſick men, who a 


get better, that he could not grant them any leave, as 
it was Major Browne's expreſs orders they ſhould attend, 

Q. Were not theſe two or three men, who were 
Chained to the platform, under ſentence of a Court 
Martial for repeated Deſertion ? and had not a Deſerter 
ſhortly before eſcaped from the Hoſpital, which cauſed 

Haitional ſecurity of being chained by one leg ? 

A. They had been guilty of Deſertion; and he thinks 
a man had eſcaped, who was under the ſentence of a 
Court Martial, 

Q. When he was Orderly Serjeant at the Hoſpital, 
did he not obſerve Major Browne go to each fick man 
Himfelf, and aſk him, whether he ſtood in need of any 
còͤmfort; and, if he did, to let him know it? 

A. He has ſeen Major Browne frequently go round 
the Heſpital, but he always underſtood it was to ſee 
whether it was properly clean, and every thing in con- 
formity to his order. Hajor Browne may have addreſſed 
himſelf to the ſick, as the queſtion ſuppoſes, but he did 
not hear it. 

Q. Did he think the Major's ſolicitude, in thus vi- 
ſiting the Hoſpital, proceeded from Humanity, or from 
Cruelty and Opprefſion ? 


A. He cannot be particular, or ſay what Major 


Browne's motives were. 

Q. When he has ſeen Edwards led on board the Fame 
Tranſport, did it appear to him to be upon the account 
of the rolling of the ſea ; and, if he had not had the 
rope on him, would he not have been obliged to have 
been led, by reaſon of the handcuffs ? 
A. When the weather was very unfavourable, the 
handcuffs might have hindered him; but the length 
and weight of the rope, and the manner in which it 
was braced about him, appeared to the Witneſs to pre- 
vent him-entirely from walking, 

Q. As Edwards was not of the Company to which he 


belon ed, what led him to look into the books to ſee 


what his balance was? 

A. He accidentally happened to be in the Serjeant's 
room upon ſome private buſineſs, and the Serjeant 
ſhewed him the account, which he at that time was 
cloſing. There was a conſiderable converſation rela- 
tive to Edwards's confinement; and from his not being 
ſupplied with neceſſaries, the Witneſs had conceived 
Edwards might have been previouſly in debt. 

Q. What reaſon had he for preſſing Edwards to make 
- apology to Major Browne, and acknowledge his 

ult ? | 
A. The only reaſon he had was, from hearing the 
Surgeon preſs him ; and he thought it would be better 
fox him to be at liberty, than to be lying in that ſitu- 
ation, eſpecially. as the Surgeon promiſed to intercede 
for him with Major Browne. 

Q. Did he himſelf, from what he ſaw of Major 
Browne, conſider him as a cruel and oppreſſive Com- 
manding Officer ? | 

A. He wiſhes to decline giving his opinion, and hopes 
therefore he ſhall not be required to anſwer the queſtion. 


The Court having taken into conſideration the na- 


2 


lied to him for 
leave to be abſent from roll-callings until they ſhould 


— — 


— 


] 


| 


| 


about his neck; and if he did, by whoſe orders? 


ture of the queſtion, and the Witneſs's requeſt, did not 
think fit to inſiſt upon his anſwering it. | 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) What was the na- 
ture of the order which Colonel Crosbie gave out after the 
embarkation of the Regiment, and before their failing ? 
A. He believes the purport of it was, his thanks to 


the Regiment for their good conduct and behaviour, 


during the time he had the honour to command them. 

Q. Did Colonel Crosbie ever interfere with Major 
Browne, in his command on board the Tranſport ? 

A. Never to his knowledge ; nor did he hear of ſuch 
interference. 

Q. Was Colonel Crosbie, as he underſtood, at Corke 
harbour for the purpoſe of ſeeing the two Regiments 
embark ? | 
A. According to a letter he ſaw inſerted in the Or- 
derly Book, from the Adjutant General, Colonel Crosbie 
ſuperintended the embarkation of the two Regiments. 

Q. What prevented Edwards from ſtripping himſelf, 
or charging his apparel, during the voyage ? 

A. T he rope always remained upon him, or if it was 
taken off, the Witneſs never heard of it—neither the 
rope nor his cloaths; and the Serjeant of the Watch 
had the key of the handcuffs. | 

Q. At the time Fdwards came to the Guard at Kins 
ſale, did he come voluntarily? 

A. The Deponent was informed he came voluntarily 
from Dublin to Kinſale. | 

Q. Had Edwards been returned as a Deſerter at the 
time 

A. The Deponent was then abſent from Head Quar- 
ters, but he heard the Priſoner never was ſtruck off the 
ſtrength of the Regiment. | 

Q. Did he conſider the Band being ſent for by Colonel 
Crosbie, on board another Tranſport, as an interference 
in the command of the Regiment ? 

A. He ſuppoſed it to be a requeſt of Colonel Crosbie's; 
not an order. | | | 

Q. (By the Court) In what part of the ſhip was he 
walking, when Major Browne was giving his orders for 
putting the rope upon Edwards ? | 

A. On the larboard fide of the main-deek 3 there 
were a conſiderable number of the troops on board 
round Edwards and the Drum M:jor; the Deponent 
did not mix with them, but waited to have an account 
of it from others afterwards. 

Q. Were there any Officers of the Regiment with, or 
near the Major, at that time ? 

A. He ſaw Aajer Sladden, Lieutenant Mahin, Lieu- 
tenant Heard, and Surgeon Dillon, walking on the quar- 
ter-deck about that time ; but he cannot be certain whe- 
ther _ were cloſe by the Major at the time he gave 
his directions to the Drum Major. 

Q. Were any Officers ſtanding near the Major, when 
he ſpoke of making Edward:'s lite miſerable ? 

A. Major Sladden and the Surgeon both were within 
a very little diſtance, 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Does he mean any of 
theſe threats paſſed before the ſailing from Corte harbour? 

A. Both before and after. Ts 

Q. Was not Colonel Crosbie on board the Fame Tranſ- 
port a day or two before their ſailing ? 

A. He was on board, but he thinks a longer time 
than either a day or two. | 

Q. Can he fay whether any threats were uſed before 


Colonel Crosbie's coming on board? 


A. He thinks ſome of them were before the coming 


on board of Colonel Crosbie; he recollects Major Browne © 


ordered him to take that infernal villain, Edwards, from 
the Officers* cooking-place, which was on the larboard 
fide of the main deck, and give him in charge to the 
Centinel at the fore-caſtle, where he was to remain from 
ſun riſing in the morning till ſun ſet at night,—The 
Serjeant of the Guard was then in the hold, and he 
delivered the orders to the two Corporals.—He after- 
wards told Major Browne he had delivered his orders ; 


he returned for anſwer, it was very well, 


DRUM MAJOR JAMES LEGGETT, of the 
67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 
Q. Did he fail from Corte harbour on board the Fame 
Tranſport, the 17th of April, 1787 ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Who commanded the Troops on board ? 

A. Major Browne. 

Q. Does he recollect a Soldier on board, named Tho- 
mas Edwards ? | : 

A. He does. 

Q. A few days after failing, did he tie a ſmall rope 


A. He 


* 


ol 
A. He did, by Major Browne's. = | 
Q. Was this rope changed for another, ſome time af- 


ards ? 
k It was; the firſt was a ſmall drum-rope, and the 
"other, part of. the tiller-rope of the ſhip, alſo by the 
Major's orders. 

.- Relate to the Court how the rope was placed on 


Edwards ? 


A. It was put round his neck with a nooſe—then 


round his waiſt, and round the right leg, and then round 


the left. — 
Q. Was this done by him. 5 
A. Ves; — Major Browne gave him directions for 
lacing it ſo. 
1 a H id he handcuffs on? 
A. He had. | eg | 
Q. On what part of the ſhip was he placed? 
A. On the ſtern. 3 | 
Q. Was there a Centinel over him ? 
A. There was. . | b 
| Q. Does he recollect to have heard Major Browne 
Curſe and ſwear at Thomas Edwards ; or make uſe of any 
vehement expreſſions of that ſort ? | 
A. He heard Major Browne ſay, if he had ſtaid 
any longer in Jreland, he would have had him hanged ; 
but that was too good for him ;—that he would make 
him be glad to go down upon his knees, and pray to 
_ God, that he might be ſhot. | 
Q. Was he, and the other men on board, prevented 
from ſpeaking to him ? 
A. Yes, they were forbid. 


Q. Was he allowed to firips or change his apparel, 


during the intire paſſage from Ireland to Barbades ? 
A. He did not to his knowledge; he does not know 
that he was not allowed ;—he ſpeaks to the fact of not 
changing. | 


8 he have ſtripped himſelf, or changed his 
cloath 


s, without the ropes and irons being firſt taken off! 
A. No. | 
Q. Was any order given out for taking the rope or 
irons off him ? | 1 
A. None that he knew, till after they had croſſed the 
Line, when the large rope was taken of, | 
Q. How long after the ſailing did this happen? 
A. Hethinks it was between three weeks or a month ; 
he is not quite certain as to the time. | 
Q. Was Thomas Edwards a Priſoner the whole of the 
time of their being at Barbadoes ? 
A. He dues not know, . 


Does he recolle& Edwards having ever done his 


duty as a Soldier, whilſt he was there? 
A. He does not. 


O. Does he recolle& having ever ſeen Edwards in 


Antigua, with a log and chain about him ? 
A. He does. 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was not the firſt 


order he gave the Witneſs about Edwards, to put an hal- 
ter about his neck ? | 

A. He don't recolle& whether it was mentioned an 
halter, or not ; but he did put a ſmall rope about his 


neck :—in having done ſo, he thought he had complied . 


with the order. 

Q. Upon this, were not Major Browne's words ei- 
ther to the Serjeant Major, or to the Witneſs,— Put a 
halter round his neck ? 

A. He cannot poſitively recollect. 

Q. Did Major Browne ever give the Witneſs any or- 
ders about the method of tying the rope round Ed- 
wards? © 5 5 
A. He thinks Major Browne ſtood by whilſt he did 
it, and 2 him directions. | | 


id he conceive at the time, that it was meant 


— as a badge of infamy ? 
A. He did. | 

Q. Was not the ſtern of the ſhip, where Edwards was 

placed, that where the Officers remained, and where 

the other Soldiers were prevented from coming ? 

A. There were no Soldiers allowed there, except 
Serjeants;—it was where the Officers generally were. 
cr 2 Were any Officers preſent, and who, when Ma- 
Jer browne made uſe of the threats to Thomas Edwards ? 


A. He does not recollect any in particular; but he | 


believes there were ſome Officers on the quarter- 
deck. 

Q. Did Major Browne ſay, he would make uſe of 
any treatment towards Edwards, to occaſion him to wiſh 


to be ſhot; or that if Edwards himſelf had any ſenſe of 


ſhame, he ought to wiſh to be ſhot ? 

A. He does not recolle& any mention of the latter 
words, — nor the Major ſpecifying any treatment which 
ſhould occaſion that wiſh, | | 


| 
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Q. Upon the rope being taken off, three or four 
weeks after they had failed, did Major Browne expreſs 


any reluctance or concern on the occaſion ? 
A. He cannot ſay he did. The Boatſwain of the 


ſhip applied to the Captain of the ſhip for the rope, 


ſaying, he wanted it for the ſhip's uſe. 
Q. Did the Soldiers on board think this treatment 
cruel or oppreſſive, or not? | 
A. He thinks the general opinion was, they thought 
it hard. 5 | | 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till 
to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 


WEDNESDAY, 29th Avevsr, 1787. 


THz Court being met purſuant to adjournment, 
DRUM MAJOR JAMES LEGGETT was fur- 


the examined. | 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Has he:had any 


converſation with any perſon, ſince he left the Court 


yeſterday, in any reſpe& whatever, relative to the 
queſtions which Major Browne might propoſe to him? 
A. He has not. . 


Q. After Major Browne was put under arreſt, by the 


Court Martial in Antigua, and left that Iſland on his 
return to Europe, has he ſeen any men logged ? 
A. He has. 
Q. Has he ſeen any men of the Lieutenant Colonel's 
Company logged, by Captain Hedges's order ? | 
A. None that he recollects. . | 


Q. During the time thai Major Browne commanded $4 
in the Mai- Indies, did he ever ſee any men logged, 


Edwards excepted ? | 
A. He does not recollect whether any were, or not. 
Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne examined 
Edwards, on board the Fame Tranſport, in Corke har- 
bour, in the preſence of the men? 


A. He was on board ;—but does not recollect hearing 


the examination, 


Q. Has he heard the Soldiers make any remarks 


upon it ? 
A. He has. 
Q. What was their remark ? 


A. The men were divided in opinion, whether E4- 


wards was guilty or not; ſome thought he was not, as 
he had returned of his own accord to the Regiment; 
others thought him puilty, | | 


Q. Was it the ſame log that Edwards wore, which 


was afterwards worn by cther Soldiers ? 


ſome, : 


Q: When Major Browne has been preſent at the in- 


fliction of corporal puniſhment, has he not generally 
remitted one half, at leaſt, of the puniſhment awarded 
by the ſentence of the Court Martial ? 

A. Sometimes Major Browne has done ſo; he cannot 
ſay it was in general, | 

Q. Was the opinion of the Regiment with regard to 
Major Browne, that he was termed © the Soldiers? 
Friend,” —or, that he was a Cruel and Oppreflive Com- 
manding Officer ? | 

A. He has heard different opinions in that reſpe&t ;— 
Major Browne was always thought a juſt man, in giving 
a Soldier his rights, | | 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) When he gave his 


anſwer to a queſtion propoſed to him by Major Browne, 
in a!former part of his examination, namely, — Whether 


“ he conceived at the time, that the rope was meant 
«© merely as a badge of infamy ?”—did he conceive that 
the ſmall rope, or the large rope, was intended by the 
queſtion ? | 

A. It was the larger rope, which was in his contempla- 
tion; but he did not obſerve the word, merely,“ to 
make a part of the queſtion, when he anſwered in the 
affirmative. 3 | | 

Q Did it appear to him, that the large rope remain- 
ing on ſo long a time, was a puniſhment ? 


A. He looked upon it, that lying in the manner EA- 


wards did, and with the handcuffs on, from ſun riſing 


*till ſun ſetting, was a puniſhment. 


Qi. For what ſpace of time has a log been uſually kept 


upon a Soldier, as a puniſhment, in the 67th Regi- 
ment ? | 


A. For a week, or a fortnight; ſometimes three weeks; 


—it may have been a month ;—he cannot particularly 
ſay. | 


2 (By the Court) What was the ſize of the larger 


rope with which Thomas Edwards was tied? 


A. He thinks it may have been a four inch rope; he 
means four inches round. 


Q. Does 


A. He believes the ſame log may have been worn by 5 
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Q. Does it depend on the diſcretion of the Comman- 


> ding Officer of the Regiment, how long the log is kept 


on; and not upon any ſtanding rule or order? 

A. He thinks it muſt be according to the diſcretion of 

the Captain of the Company to which the Soldier be- 

2 as it is for petty crimes the log is generally or- 

ered. ' a 

Q. Was the rope ordered by Major Brotone to be put 

upon Edwards's neck tight, ſo as to cauſe pain? 
He does not recolle& any order for that purpoſe ; 


he, the Witneſs, put it ſlack round his neck and round 


his middle;—it hung looſe. | 
Q. What was the length of the rope in the whole ? 
A. He cannot particularly ſay, but he gueſſes about 
fix or ſeven yards. 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Were the ends of 
the rope looſe, or were they faſtened round the legs? 
A. One end of the rope was round the neck,—the 
other end of the rope faſtened firſt round one leg, and then 
round the other; with a little diſtance between ; the end 
was faſtened in with ſpun yarn. 3 


CORPORAL WILLIAM COLLINS, of Major 
Browne's Company, of the 67th Regiment, was ſworn 
and examined. | 

It appeared from anſwers given by him, to queſtions 
propoſed to him at the outſet of his evidence, that he was 
quartered at Xinſale, before the Regiment embarked for 
the Weſt Indies; that Thomas Edwards joined the Com- 
pany there; and upon his ſo joining, was confined in 
the Guard-houſe, upon account, as the Witneſs under- 
ſtood, of his having been abſent from the Regiment. 

Q. Did he hear Eduards had been advertiſed by Ma- 
jor Browne, as a Robber, and a Deſerter ? 

A. He did. | 

Q. Did he come in there of his own accord ; or was 
he brought in as a Deſerter ? 

A. He came of himſelf; of his own accord, 

Q. Did he, the Witneſs, embark on board the Fame 
Tranſport, on the 1ſt April, 1785? 

A. He did. | 
Q. Was Edwards a Priſoner on board that Tranſ- 
port ? | | 

A. He was. => 

Q. Who commanded on board the Tranſport * _ 

A. Major Browne did, ſome days before they ſailed. 

Q. What happened to Thomas Edwards ? what was his 


treatment from the time of their ſailing from Corke har- | 


bour, till the arrival at Barbadoes ? 

A. Thomas Edwards was tied with a rope, and hand- 
cuffed ; and kept conſtantly on the quarter deck, from 
fix in the morning till ſix at night. He was taken down 
at that hour, by the Watch, and brought up again the 
next morning. 

Q. In what manner was the rope placed about. Ed- 
wards 2 


A. It went round his neck, was faſtened down to his | 


legs, and there tied. 

Q. Was it a cord, or a large ſhip rope ? 

A. There was a ſmall cord on at firſt, and afterwards a 
large one was put on; what is called the tiller rope of 
the ſhip ;—he believes about three inches round, or bet- 
ter. 

Q. Has he been frequently Corporal of the Watch, 
on board the Tranſport? _ | 

A. He was one of the Watch, but not Corporal of it. 

Q. When he has been upon the Watch, has he aſſiſted 


in carrying Edwards up and down? 


A. Hehas; Edwards could not walk. 

Q. Were all the men on board preven ted rom fpeak- 
A. They were. ; - 
Q. Were there not tablets on his back and breaſt ? 

and what words were written thereon ? 
A. The words, Thief and Robber.” 
Q. Did he ever ſee Edwards take his cloaths off, or 
change them, during the paſlage ? | 
A. He never did. ; | 
Q. Does he recolle& Major Browne to have made uſe. 
of any extraordinary expreſſions to Edwards, and what? 
A. He has heard Major Browne threaten him very ſe- 


verely ; “ that he would have his life, and make him 


glad to jump overboard; but he would keep him from 


„ that, for he would tie him. 


Q. At what time was the large rope taken off Ed- 
wards ? | 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, not till they came 
to Barbad:es, 
Q. What was the occaſion of its being taken off ? 
A. He could not otherwiſe have done the dirty work. 
a After the Fame Tranſport arrived at Barbadoes, 
what happened to Edwards during his ſtay there? 


| | 


A. He was kept conſtantly in the Guard-houſe after 
the repair of the roof, which had fallen in, was finiſlicd ; 
—he cooked for the men there, and cleaned the parades. 

Q. Was Edwards obliged to lie every night in tlie 
Guard-houſe ? Py 

A. He was, f 8 : 

Q. Had Edwards a bed, or blanket ; or did he lie on 
the boards? 

A. He had neither the one nor the other; he had 
only boards to lie upon. | | | 

G. Did he, the Witneſs, ever put an iron collar 
round Edwards's neck, to which there was a log and 
chain? 3 N 

A. He did. 125 t a 

Q. By whoſe order? 33 Wk 

A. Serjeant Braſſington, the Serjeant of the Company, 
ordered him to do it ;—does not know by whoſe order 
the Serjeaut acted. | 

Did he ever tell Edwards the log and chain were 
put round him becauſe Serjeant Braſſington and his wife 
had been too good to him ? | 5 

A. He has heard Serjeant Broſſington ſay ſo: he can't 
ſay whether he told Edwards ſo. | 

Q. How long, to his knowledge, was Thomas Edwards 
a Priſoner ? | 

A. It was ſometime in March that he came to the 
Regiment, and was confined ; and he remained a Pri- 
ſoner till the February following. 

Q. Did Edwards ever receive arms, neceſſaries, or 
accoutrements, until releaſed ? 5 

A. Never, except one pair of ſhoes ; and he cannot 
recolle& certainly whether he got a check ſhirt, or not. 

Q.: Does he know whether Edwards's accounts were 
ſettled in the courſe of the period of his being a Pri- 
ſoner; and whether he received his balance ? | 

A. He never did, 5 8 

Q. How did Thomas Edwards behave himſelf during 
his confinement ? 

A. He behaved very well all the time, 

In what light was Major Brown?e's treatment of 
Edwards conſidered by the men of the Company, and of 


the Regiment ? 


2 He wiſhes not to be preſſed to ſpeak the opinion of 
Others. 
The queſtion was thereupon waved. 
Q. What has been the general character of Edwards 
in the Regiment? 2 
A. As far as he could find, a very good one. 
(By deſire of Major Browne) Has Major Browne and 


the Witneſs had any converſation relative to Edwards # 


A. Never, to his knowledge. | 
Q. Did Edwards receive his grog and proviſions the 
ſame as any other Soldier, during the whole time of his 
being confined ? 
A. He did. | | 
Q. Was there not an order in the Regiment, that no 
8 was on ar y account whatever to receive his 
rog { | 
; A. There was; but he got his grog upon account of 
his attending the Quarter Maſter Serjeant, and doing 
all the dirty work, when be was on Ho,. Edwards got 


his proviſions on board, like other men; but he cannot 


ſpeaKas to his receiving his grog when on board, 

Q. Did the Soldiers conſider Major Browne as an hu- 
mane Commanding Offcer, and one who would do them 
every juſtice z and was laborious and ſtrenuous for their 
health, comfort, and preſervation ? | 

A. He does not know how to anſwer that queſtion. 

Q. Did the men conſider Major Browne as an humane 
Commanding Officer ? | 

A. He wiſhes to be excuſed giving the opinion of 
others. h 
Major Browne, then ſaid, as the Witneſs wiſhed to be 
excuſed anſwering it, he would not preſs the queſtion 
further. ; . 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Was Edwards allow- 
ed to have his handcuffs off when his proviſions were 
given him ? a 

A. Never, to his knowledge. 

Q. Was Edwards taken ſick in the Iſland of Autigua, 
and (ent to the Hoſpital ? | 

A. He was. | 

Q. To what was his illneſs attributed at the time ? 

A. As far as the Witneſs could learn, it was a fever; 
he cannot ſay to what it was attributed, unleſs it was 
his lying in the Guard-houſe, and catching cold, lying 


on the boards, 


Q. Was there any covering to protect Edwards from 
the rain, or the intenſe heat of the ſun, during the paſ- 
ſage to Barbadoes ? | ; | 


A, There was not. ; | 
4 Q. (By 
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Q, (By the Court) Was there any awning? = - 


A. There was a tarpaulin to cover the goats. EA- 


wards crept under this at one time, and was drawn from 


thence, and a Centinel was ordered not to permit it 


again. - | | 
The Witneſs afterwards explained, that there was an 


- awning upon the quarter-deck, but not on that part of 


it where Edwards was. 

Q. Were there any other men who did not lie in the 
Guard-houſe, or on boards, and yet had the fever ? 

A. He does not recollect, that at that ſame time, any 
other of the men had fevers. y | | 

Q. How ſoon after this did the fevers or illneſs pre- 


vail amongſt the men? 
A. He thinks the illneſs did not prevail till the month 


of November following. „„ 

Q. Was any ſore, or wound, occaſioned to Edwards 
From the rope N | 

A. Never, to his knowledge. : 

Q. In what part of the ſhip was the privy ? 

A. In the aftermoſt birth of the ſhip, on the ſtar- 
doard fide. © 5 ä 
Qi. Did he ever obſerve Edwards carried to the privy, 
in conſequence of his having occaſion to go there ? 

A. He ſaw him helped along, by a man ſupporting 
him under each arm. ny 

. Had any of the other Soldiers the ſame protec- 

tion from the ſun as Edwards ? 

A. They had not, except that they tied up blankets, 


to protect themſelves from the ſun as well as they 
bud. | | | 
Q. Were the other men kept as long upon deck, in 


the hot latitudes, as Edwards was ? | 

A. The men were kept there from eight o'clock, till 
after four; but the Watch was conſtantly kept on 
deck. | | 
Qt. (By deſire of Major Browne) Were not even the 
women and children compelled to be upon deck ? and 
were there not two Centinels at each gangway to pre- 
— any from going down ? | 

Tes. 


— 


Was not Thomas Edwards the healthieſt man in 


the Regiment, from the 17th April 1785, to the iſt of 
February 1786? . 

A. He was very healthy till be had the fever, and 
went to the Hoſpital ;—he cannot ſay he was the 

healthieſt. ä | | | 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Was Edwards ever 
allowed to have. blankets placed, ſo as to afford him 
ſome protection from the ſun 2 

A. He was not. | 3 1 
Qi. (By deſire of Major Browne) How does he know 
the awning did not reach ſo as to afford Edwards any 


protection from the ſun ? | 
A. The awning went no further than the mizen- 


maſt of the ſhip. 
Q. (By the Court) Was Edwards prevented by an 


order, from not having the indulgence of a blanket put 


up for his protection from the ſun ? 

A. Yes; there was an order againſt it; as alſo an 

order for no perſon ſpeaking to him. : 
Who informed him there was ſuch an order? 

A. The Witneſs himſelf received ſuch order from 
the Corporal who poſted him Centinel. 

Q.: (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Was he particu- 
Jarly ordered not to permit Edwards to get under the 
awning ? : | | | 
A. He was ſo ordered, when Centinet. 


CORPORAL JOHN GORDON, of Major 
Broiune's Company, in the 67th Regiment, was ſworn 
and examined, | 
Qi. Was he quartered at X:n/ale before the Regiment 
embarked ?. | 

A. He was, OS: | 

Q. Did Thomas Edwards oin the Company there ? 

A. Yes; he joined the Company, and was put Pri- 
ſoner. N | 

Qi. For what reaſon? | 3 

A. One Garretiy, a Soldier of the ſame Company, 
took him up as a Deſerter, upon the ground of his hav- 
ing been advertiſed. . 

Q. Did Edwards come of his own accord, or was he 
brought as a Deſerter ? 3 | 

A. He came to Kin/ale of his own accord, 


Q. Was Edwards confined by Colonel Croſbie, in he 


ſequence of his having been advertiſed by Major Browne, 
as a Thief and a Delerter? _ | 

A, He was confined by Colonel Croſbie's order; but 
does not know upon what grounds Colonel Croſbie gave 
that order, : 


Qi Did he embark on board the Fame Tranſport, the 


iſt-April, 1985 ? b 
A. He did. : | I 
Q. Was Thomas Eduards a Priſoner on board? 
A. He was marched Priſoner on board? 
. Who commanded on board the Fame Tranſport? 
A. He cannot ſay who had the commanded on the 
— but during the paſſage, Major Browne com- 
maned, ' . 5 | 
| Being deſired to relate the ſituation of Edwards duto 
ing the paſſage to Barbaaves, he.depoſed. as follows: 


Some days after their ſailing, Thomas Edwards was 


tied with a rope, before which he had been handcuffed z 
he had a label on his back, and another on his breaſt, 
with the words “ Thief and Robber,” and lay on the 
quarter-deck from ſun riſe in the morning, till ſun 
ſet every day, until they had croſſed the Line; when 
the Boatſwain of the ſhip wanted the rope, and it was 
taken off ; but he ſtill continued handcuffed till they 
reached Barbadoes. 25 

Q. How was the rope fixed about Edwards? and 
what was the ſize of the rope ? | 

A. It was fixed round his neck, and paſſed round his 


middle, and round his legs. 


- 


Q.: Was it a ſmall cord, or a thick rope? 
A. He had a ſmall cord about him at firſt, until Ma- 
Jor Browne ordered a larger one to be provided. 

Q. Was he, the Witneſs, Corporal of the Watch 
on board the Fame Tranſport ? | 

A. He was. . 


Q. When Corporal of the Watch, has he frequent\ y 


ſeen Edwards carried up and down by ſome of the men ? 
A. When on the Watch, he has often led him down 


himſelf. | | 
Q. Does he mean that Edwards was led, or that he 


leant upon one of the men? Could he walk without 


aſſiſtance ? 
A. He could not, þ 
Q. Were the men on board permitted to ſpeak to 
Edwards ? 


A. Major Browne gave a verbal order, that no-men 
ſhould. | : 


Q. Was Edwards permitted to have any covering to 
protect him from the rain, or from the intenſe heat of 
the ſun ? | . 

A. He was not. | | . 

. When he, as Corporal, planted Centinels over 
Edwards, what otders did he give thoſe Centinels ? 

A. For no man or woman to converſe with him, nor 
carry any thing to him. 8 

Q. Was there not an awning made to protect the 


goats from the inclemency of the weather? 


A. There was. | 


Q. Did the Centinels receive orders not to permit 


Edwards to get under it ? 
A. They had ſuch an order. "Phe 2 
Q: Did Edwards ever change his clothes during the 
paſſage? 
A. Not to his knowledge. 


Q: When Edwards received his proviſions every day; 


were his handcuffs taken off? 


. No. | 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne, during the pas- 
ſage, curſe and ſwear at Edwards, or make uſe of any 
extraordinary expreſſions to him ? 
A. About three days after their failing, Major 
Browne called upon Edwards, and upbraided him with 


robbing him, ſaying, if he had ftaid in Jreland, he 


would have had him hanged ; but, as it was, he would 
make him be glad to gd down on his knees, and beg 


of him to ſhoot him. Several other things were ſaid by 


Major Browne, which have now eſcaped his memory, 
Q. What happened to Edwards at Barbadoes? 
A. He was kept at Anne's Caſtle for ſome time ;—re- 
moved thence to James's Fort, where he was ordered to 
do all the dirty work of the Company, and to ſleep in 


the Guard-houſe at night; and had a log fixed to his 


leg. | | | 
D. Was he allowed bed or blanket in the Guard- 
houſe ?. 85 

A. No; he lay on the boards. A 

Q: Did heever obſerve an iron collar rougd Edward's 
neck, and a log and chain fixed thereto ? | 

A. He never did obſerve that. 


. Does he know by whoſe order Edwards was 


treated at Barbadoes, in the manner he has mentioned ? 
A. He did not hear the order given; but was told it 
was by Major Browne's order, 
. Did Major Browne command the Regiment then ? 
A. He commanded five Companies there. 
| Q. Was 
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put up to protect the goats from the heat of the ſun ; 


Q. Was not Edwards removed a Priſoner, from Bar- 


badees to Antigua, and remain a Priſoner, until releaſed | 


b y Major Sladden ? 
A. Yes. g | 1 8 
Q. Has he ſeen the log and chain about Edwards at 

Antigua ? 55 
A. He has . 

Q. Did Edwards ever receive his arms, neceſſaries, or 
accoutrements, until releaſed by Major Sladden? 

A. He never received any arms or accoutrements, 
nor regimental cloathing, till then. ; 

Q. What neceſſaries did Edwards receive in the courſe 
of his confinement ? | 

A. He knew Edwards to receive a check ſhirt, and 
a pair of ſhoes, - BW 

Were his accounts ſettled with him, and did he 

receive his balance ? | 

A. The accounts were made out, but he did not re- 
ceive his balance, | 

Q. How did Edwards behave whilſt he was confined ? 

A. He always behaved very well, as far as the Wit- 
neſs ſaw. 


Q. How has he behaved in general, during his hav- 


ing been in the ſame Company with the Witneſs, and 
in the Regiment? 

A. Edwards has behaved very well, ſince he has 
known him in the Company, except the charge of Ma- 
jor Browne againſt him. TT : 

Does he mean, excepting the ſuſpicion Major 
Browne had with regard to the robbery ? | 


A. He does. | 
In what light was Major Browne's treatment 


viewed by the Soldiers in general of the Regiment! 


A. By the Company in general, it was looked upon 
as very ſevere. : 1 

Q. (By the Court) Was Edwards fo tied, that if he 
had been on ſbore, he could not have walked without 
afliſtance ? | 

A. He might have made a ſhift to walk, but it would 
have been very troubleſome to him. ; 

Had he any converſation with Edwards, relative 

to this ſubject, in the Iſland of Barbadves ? E £8 

A. He never had. 


. Has he heard any reaſon aſſigned, why Zawards | 


did not apply for a Court Martial ? 

A. No; he never heard any reaſon aſſigned. 

Q: (By deſire of Majir Brewne) Did he ever know 
any Soldier apply to Major Browne for redreis from 


_ grievances of any kind whatever, that the Major did. 


not himſelf inveſtigate the matter in preſence of the par- 
ties, or elſe refer it to a Court of Enquiry ; and on the 
concluſion, did not the men appear perſectly ſatisfied 
with the Major's conduct ? : : 

A. He has known a Soldier apply to Major Browne, 
and not get proper ſatisfaction ;—he has himſelf applied 
to Major Browne, who has not redrefled him, 

Q. In what inſtance? ; | 

A. Serjeant Roy had taken all the money which was 
allowed tor raiſing recruits, namely, half a guinea for 
each man recruited ;—the Witneſs, and the reſt of the 
party, applied to Major Browne for redreſs, but did not 


obtain any ;—the Major promiſed to have a Court of. 
Enquiry held,' but none was held. 


Where was Major Browne at this time? 
A. In Dublin. 
Q. Where was the party ? 

A. In Lurgan. | 
Q. Who commanded the party ? 
A. Lieutenant Burrows. , 


Q. On his return to the Regiment, did he remind | 


Major Browne of the circumſtance ; and what anſwer 
did he receive ? 7 


A. Drummer Boyle, and the Witneſs, reminded him 


of the matter on the Parade; and it was there that he 
ſaid he would order a Court of Enquiry. 


WILLIAM PALMER, a private Soldier in the 


Colonel's Company ( Lieutenant-General Browne's) of the 


67th Regiment, was ſworn as a Witneſs, 
The Evidence ariſing from his examination imported, 
that he ſailed in the Fame Tranſport from Corte har- 


bour to Barbadees,—that Thomas Edwards was a Priſoner 
.on board, and had a large rope bound round his neck, 


body, and legs, —had a pair of handcuffs on—and wore 
labels, one on his back, and another on his breaſt, with 
this inſcription, ** Thief and Robber ;””—that the Sol- 
diers on board were forbid to ſpeak to him,—and that 


he did not ſtrip, or change himſelf, during the entire 
paſſage ; that one day, when the Witneſs was Centinel, 


Major Browne came up to him from the cabbin, and found 
Edwards with his head under ſome canvas, which was 


upon which. Major Browne began to curſe and ſwear, — 
termed Edwards a Raical and Scoundrel, and called the 
Serjeant Major to drag him from thence ; adding, that 
he (Edwards) need not expect any indulgence, and that 
he would make him be glad to go down on his knees; 
and to beg of him to ſhoot him. | 

Q. Did not the Serjeant Major drag Edwards from 
thence ? 

A. He did not ;—the Serjeant Major was below, when. 
Major Browne called for him; and did not come up be- 
fore Edwards had got back to his former ſtation. 

Q. Did he, the Witnels, receive poſitive orders, when 
he went Centinel, not to permit Edwards to go under 
that ſhed? ? | 

A. He did not receive ſuch orders, 5 

Q. Did he underſtand he was to permit it ? | 

A. Hedid think, that Edwards might be permitted 


to get under the ſned, as he had received no orders to 
the contrary ;—but after //ajor Browne had ordered Ed- 


wards to be taken from thence, he no longer thought it 
permiſhble. | | 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was Edwards more 
expoſed to the ſun, and wet and cold, than the reſt of 
the Soldiers on board ? | 
A, He Was. 
Q. In what reſpe& ? | 
Ns By being tied, and in one poſture, and in one 
place, 
Q. Was this the only difference ? | 
A. In reſpect of the cold, his lying conſtantly on 
one ſide, at times had quite benumbed his limbs, when 
he was taken down by the Watch at night, 
Q. (By the Court) When Thomas Edwards has occa- 
ſion to go to the privy, how did he get there? | 
A. By the aſſiſtance oft two of the men, one under 
each arm, | CT 
Q. How did the Witneſs know, that Edwards never 
ſhifred himſelf, or changed his apparel, during the 
voyage ? | 
A. Becauſe he was in the very next birth to him. 
Q: Were orders given to prevent his ſhifting? _ 
A. He cannot ſay ;—the Witneſs never received ſuch 
order, 
The Court adjourned till to-morrow morning at 
ten o'clock. „ 


THURSDAY, oth AvcusrT, 1787. 


Tux Count being met purſuant to adjournment, 
ENSIGN JOHN MON TAGU MAINWARING, 


of the 67th Regiment, was ſworn. and examined, 

Q. Did he embark on board the Fame Tranſport, in 
Corte harbour, the 1ſt of April 1785? | 

A. He did. 

Q. Who commanded on board ? 

A. Major Browne, 

Q.: Did Colonel Croſbie ever interfere in the command 
on board that Tranſport, after the embarking ? 

A. Never, except in one inſtance,—the ordering of 
the Band from one ſhip to the other ; and for that, he 
thinks, Major Browne's permiſſion was aſked, l 
Qi. Does he recolle&t Thomas Edwards on board, a 
Priſoner ? 

A. He does. 

Q. Had Edwards a rope round his neck, body, and 
legs, and handcuffs on ?—Had he labels on his back 
and breaſt, with the words“ Thief and Robber,” 
written thereon ?_ | 

A. Edwards had handcuffs, —had labels, as deſcribed, 
one on his back, another on his breaſt, and had a rope 


on. 
Q. Of what ſize was the rope? 
A. He believes, a common ſhip rope; he cannot aſ- 
certain the dimenſions of it. | £ 
So circumſtanced, was it in the power of F4- 
wards to move, without the aſſiſtance of others: 
A. In the firſt part of the voyage, he thinks it was; 


but in the latter part of the voyage, it was not; for the 


ſize of the rope was then increaſed, and there was ſome 
difference in the manner of the rope being put round 
Edwards, ſo that in the latter ſtage, he could not put 
one Jeg before the other, in the motion of walking, 
without aſſiſtance. | | 5 
Q. Was Edwards kept upon deck from ſun riſe to 
ſun ſet ? | 

A. He has always ſeen Edwards there, as often as he 
had occaſion to go there, between the hours of ſun riſing 

and of ſun ſetting. | | f 
Was Edwards allowed any covering to protect 
him from the rain, or from the intenſe heat of me ſun ? 
As 
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A. As to the rain, the Witneſs cannot ſpeak, having, 
y reaſon of the ill tate of his own health, never been 
upon deck when it rained ;—from the heat of the ſun, 
he can ſay with certainty, that Edwards had not any 
ſhelter. 

Was it in Edwards's power, ſo roped and hand- 
tuffed, to change or ſhift himſelf during the whole of 
the paſſage ? | : 

A. Aſſuredly not, without aſſiſtance. : 
| Q. Does he mean aſſiſted by having his rope and 
handcuffs taken off? . 

A. He does. BY 
Q. Did any Officer expreſs his ſurpriſe at Major 
Browne's conduct towards that man? EET 

A. Major Sladden expreſſed to him much diſapproba- 
tion at the treatment, whilſt Edwards was lying on the 
deck. GEN 
Qi. Was he, the Witneſs, immediately on his arrival 

at Barbadces, ſent to Antigua to recruit for the 67th 
Regiment ? a 

A. After about ſeven or eight days, he did go to Au- 
tigua for that purpoſe. a 1 

Q. How long was he in the Iſland of Antigua, before 
the five Companies arrived there? | 

A. Something better than four months. 

Q. Was Edwards brought a Priſoner there? 

A. Edwards arrived at Antigua with the detachment 
intended for that iſland, - as a Priſoner. | 

Qi. Has he ſeen Edwards in Antigua with a log and 
chain on ? | | 

A. He has; with a log and chain to his leg. | 

Q. Was Edwards returned in the Guard Reports as 
a Priſoner ? | 

A. «- 5 | | 

Q. Did he lic in the Guard-houſe every night ? 

A. Thoſe nights the Witneſs was upon Guard, he 
believes he did, | 

Q. Was Edwards allowed bed, blanket, or covering 
there ? | 

A. He believes not. 
Q. In what light did he view Edwards's treatment 
on board the Fame Tranſport ? | 


A. By reaſon of his inexperience in the army, he did 


not make any comment upon. it; he thought Major 
Browne a ſufficient judge of his own conduct. 

Q. Was Edwards taken ſick in the Guard-houſe at 
Antigua, and upon that account removed to the Hoſ- 

ital ? 
4 A. He thinks he was, in conſequence of the Sur- 
geon's report. 

Q. Was Edwards releaſed by Major Sladden, and or- 

dered to receive his arms and accoutrements, and to do 
his duty as a Soldier? 

A. He was. | | | 

Q. Does he recollect in what month? 8 

A. He cannot be poſitive; believes either in March 
or April. ; 

Q. (By the Court) Was a regular Report made to 


the Governor of the Iſland, or only to the Command- 


ing Officer of the Regiment? 


A. The Witneſs only made a Regimental Guard 


Report to the Commanding Officer. 
Q. Did Colonel Croſbie give any orders reſpecting the 
men on board any of the Tranſports ? © 
A. He ſhould rather ſuppoſe not ; he can ſpeak poſi- 
tively only as to the Fame Tranſport, in which he him- 
ſelf was. SHINE 
Q. Did Edwards ever apply for redreſs whilſt on 
board ? 1 PE 
A. He does not know he ever did. 


Q. Was any application made to the Governor at 


Antigua for redreſs ? 3 

A. Never to his knowledge. | 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Did not the two 
Regiments, the 66th and 67th, ſail from Corte harbour 
on the 17th April 1785, then under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer, the Senior Officer ? And did 
not the two Regiments remain for ſome days in Carliſſe 
Bay, at Barbadees ?— At this time, was there not an op- 
portunity for any Officer or Soldier, aggrieved by Major 
Browne, to have applied to Lieutenant-Colonel Bowyer ? 
A. To the firſt part of the queſtion, he anſwers in 

the affirmative ;—as to the ſufficiency of the time for ap- 
plication, he leaves to the judgment of the Court ;— 
he never heard that Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer interfered 
with the command of the 67th Regiment. 

Q. Did the Regiment not arrive at Barbadves- the 
20th of May? and in June following, were there not 
orders from Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer inſerted in the Or- 

derly Book ? . 


——_— 


A. He believes they arrived about that time, and the 
next day, or the next day but one, an order came-out 
from Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer, | 


Q Would it have taken an Officer ten minutes, to 


go from the Fame Tranſport on board the Tranſport in 
which Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer was? And did not Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Bowyer dine on board the Fame Tranſport 
a few days before they arrived at Barbadoes ? 5 

A. The hurry of diſembarking, and the buſineſs con- 
ſequent thereon, during the ſhort time Lieutenant Colonel 
Powyer remained there, would naturally have prevented 
ſuch application ;—as to the ſecond part of the queſ- 


tion, the Witneſs rather believes Lieutenant Colonel Bows 


yer did not dine. on board the Fame Tranſport during 
e ap but that the day after their arrival he thinks 
e did, | 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) What was the pur- 
port of the order given by Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer in 
Carlifle Bay ? Eh OR” | 
A. He does not immediately recollect; he ſhould ra- 
ther ſuppoſe the order came through Lieutenant Colonel 


Bowyer from the Governor of Barbadoes ;—he believes it 


was reſpecting the tranſporting of ſome proviſions. but 
he cannot ſpeak with preciſion. | 


| CAPTAIN HEDGES reſting the proof of this Arti- 


and 


dulged with four days, to reviſe the Minutes he has 
taken, and to arrange his Defence, 


THE CourrT conceded to his requeſt, and | 
Adjourned till Tueſday morning next, the 4th of 


September, at Eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 


1 UE SD ATL, 4th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 


Tux Couxr being met purſuant to adjournment, 
MAJOR BROWN opened his Defence as follows, 
Viz. | 
MAJOR BROWNE's DEF ENCE | 
« Againſt the Two firſt Articles of Charge exhibited 
a againſt him by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, and ſe- 


«© yeral of the Members belonging to the General 
„Court Martial of which he was Preſident. 


& Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


I ſhall not attempt to paint the warmth of my gra- 
titude and duty to my gracious Maſter, in thus af- 


"A 
A 


<* fording me ſo ample an opportunity of fully vindi- 


* cating my injured honour and reputation, before a 


«© Court compoſed of characters fo highly diſtinguiſhed. 
© —Let it therefore ſuffice to ſay, I moſt chearfully 
and willingly commit my honour, life, and every 


* thing dear to a Soldier, on your deciſion. | 
« Equally above my praiſe, as ſuperior. to any fulſome 
compliments, I ſhall not diſguſt you by fuch lan- 
T _ thoſe accept, whoſe characters require 
| 


© dorned, beſt ſuits innocence. To explain and elu- 


& cidate ſhall be my object; not to confound, pervert, 


& or confuſe. 


The circumſtances under which I appear before 


6 you, are ſo very ſingular, my honour and future hap- 
* pineſs is ſo eſſentially involved in their being perfect- 
« ly and clearly 3 both by you and the Army, 
that I muſt earneſtly claim your indulgence, while I 
< recite as briefly as poſſible, the injuries heaped upon 
© me, which have at length occaſioned this conteſt ;— 
ja conteſt unequal indeed, did not honour and juſtice 
c operate here ſuperior to any conſideration. To your 
« feelings I need not paint the diſtreſs of my ſituation 
«© —reduced to the neceſſity of ſuffering tamely, and 
& ſinking below the contempt of the moſt deſpicable, 
« or ſtruggling againit infinite oppoſition. From m 


« ſenſe of the difficulty, I ſhould ſay hopeleſsly ſtrug- 


ce gling, had I not the moſt perfect conviction, that the 
«© Court I am now addrefling, are compoſed of characters 
& too cool and too candid, not to allow the poſſibilit 
« of one man being injuted by many; and knowing 


c that, too juſt and too honourable not to give him every 


« indulgence in clearing his character, proportioned 
6e to the difficulty. 

Previous to the late General Court Martial in the 
« Weſt Indies, I was fond enough to hope, that I ſhould 
c find there, a vindication as ample as I could with ; 


„ but I am now unfortunately convinced, that that 


Court 


\ 


ticle of Charge upon the Evidence now before the Court, 


MAJOR BROWNE praying, that he may be in- 


ſhall endeavour to vindicate myſelf, as becomes 
* a Man of Honour. Simple facts, plain and una- 
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'* Court did not fit to clear my charaQer, or to hear it 


dc defended. Why then muſt 1 ſay, it fat without hear- 


« ing, and without ſcrutiny, to condemn it? Such, 
e however, is the fact. Had that Court, not going into 
* the full inquiry I wiſhed, yet preſerving an appear- 
& ance of equity in their proceedings, and following 
the forms of juſtice, thought proper obliquely to 
“ condemn me, 1 ſhould 
& ſentiments we naturally entertain of ſo high a Court 
& of Honour, in ſpite of their intimacy wich Captain 


W «K 


& Hedges, and their diſtance to me, that they were 
really impartial; but evidently and reſolutely pre- 


de determined not to inquire; to ſhut their ears againſt 
& evidence; reject the light I offered; and involving 
cc themſelves in a voluntary cloud, through that to ſtab 
cc and murder my reputation, are circumitances ſo very 


c deciſive, as politively to preclude ſuch a ſuppoſition, 


<« and form a ſort of proceeding ſo very extraordinary, 
cc that I ſhall not preſume to find a name for it; but 
cc leave it for this Court to affix proper terms to a con- 


« duct which 7 ſhall find ſufficiently arduous and pain- 


CY 
* 


ful to deſcribe, 5 | | 

& Having brought Captain Hedges, of the 67th Regi- 
« ment, to trial before a General Court Martial, I find 
© on a ſudden a junction formed, previous both to 
& judgment and hearing, between the Criminal and the 
* > of of which I thall endeavour to produce ample 
cc proof. A ſtrict alliance, not only defenſive but of- 
c fenſive;—myſelf-the victim of this unuſual coalition; 
6 and in return, charged by both of them with crimes 


of the greateſt magnitude. Armed however with in- 


& nocence, and I hope with juſtice, I enter chearfully, 
© though not without a deep impreſſion of awe, into 
< my Defence. | 

The firſt circumſtance remarkable, after the Court 
& had aſſembled, happened the firſt day, and appears on 
ce the face of the proceedings. Captain Hedges gave in 


ce a Memorial againſt being tried on two Supplementary | 


“ Charges, ſent to him with the approbation of the 
«© Commander in Chief, twenty-five days before his 
<« trial, and twenty-one after his arreſt. The Court, 
c almoſt without deliberation, acceded to the prayer of 
cc his Memorial, and ſuppreſſed the Charges, as irregu- 
<« Jarly given in. Now, Sir, I conceive no objection 
<« of weight can be made to giving in ſuch Crimes, but 
cc the want of ſufficient time to prepare a Defenee, If 
<« this does not interfere, the innocent will rejoice at 
<< meeting the ſtricteſt enquiry ; and the guilty, I hum- 
bly apprehend, ſhould be forced to meet it, If a Pri- 

ſoner throws frivolous excuſes in the way of an en- 
& quiry, it ought ſurely to raiſe an alarming preſump- 
tion of his guilt in the minds of his Judges. | 
Captain Hedges having found himſelf ſo ſucceſsful 
ec jn this firſt attempt, conceived hopes of eſcaping trial 
© altogether; and ſubmitted to the Court, whether from 
<< my BW under arreſt by Major Sladden's orders, as 
Major Sladden informed him, I was not ineapacitated 
& to Proſecute? The Court cleared, and ſolemnly de- 
& cided, * That Major Browne, ſuppoſing him under 


La 
* 


* 
* 


ſtill have preſumed, from the 


— 


2 k kIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 


ce is ſtraying from the letter, I cannot eren to this mol 


„ ment underſtand. 


„When I heard this Reſolution, I pointed out in the 
moſt forcible manner, the abſurdity of the deciſion ; 
« that there were many things I could not get proof of 
ce till very lately, and ſome I had not even been in: 
© formed of. The Court then cleared a 72 time, and 
© allowed me to exhibit ſuch Charges only as could not 
„ poſſibly have been taken epgnizance of before. _ 
&« Captain Hedges then preſented a Memorial, ſtating, 
that the Commander in Chief had refuſed him an ar- 
< reſt at large, and praying that they therefore would 
grant it, on account of the injury his health had ſuf- 
e fered ; concluding with ſaying, It was uſual for à 
&« © Ptiſoner, circumſtanced as he was, (that is, brought 
& © to trial—though innocent—an admiſſion which the 
&© © Court made the baſis of all their proceedings) to 
& © obtain his parole at large.“ I ſuppoſe the Court 
had received the ſame information, for they immedi- 
<« ately promiſed to apply to the Commander in Chief 
& for the purpoſe, and get as early an anſwer as poſſi- 
ce ble, What ſource however they derived this inform- 
<« ation from, more nile than the Board of Ge- 
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„ neral Officers who aſſęmbled on the 3d of July 1783. 
and refolved the dire 
& to guels, i 
* On this Memorial being read, the Court would 
not hear me ſay one word in contradiction, nor con- 
ſent to examine the Surgeon ; but inſtantly adjourn- 
ed; and the next morning brought him an arreſt at 
“large during the day, but requiring him to return to 
ee the Barracks every night at tattoo-beating ; which 
* troubleſome reſtriction however, they ſoon after got 
„ clear of, | | 
„I {hall here only obſerve, the cruel arreſt impoſed 
on Captain Hedges by me, was ſimilar to that under 
which I now appear; with this exception,—that in- 
& ſtead of being confined to his room, as I am, he had 
liberty to walk and ride over every part of the Barrack 
« grounds, | 
As ſoon as they were aſſembled the next morning, 
January-31ſt,. I offered a Proteſt againſt their two de- 
ciſions of the day before, which I thought better than 
ſtopping their proceedings. They deſired I would 
let them be read; and if they liked it, they would let 
c appear on their Minutes, 

| There 


o 


contrary, I ſhall not attempt 


* 


* 
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c 
c 
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This PROTEST), noticed in Major Browne's Narrative—al/o 
in his Defence ;—effered, but not received by the Court 
Sir Charles Gould judging it improper. 
PROTEST: OF THE PROSECUTOR. 

Antigua, January 3iſt, 1788. 


To George Forfter, Eſq. Lieutenant Colonel of his Majeſty's 66th Regiment 


of Foot, and Prefident of a General Court Martial; now aſſembled in the 
ſaid Iſland. | 


Wurrzas Major Browne conceives two deciſions of this Court Martia's 


entered on their proceedings of yeſterday (one of them peremptorily prohi- 
hiting him, as Proſecutor, from entering into any evidence or detail ot 
lacts reſpecting the Priſoner's conduct, previous to the arrival of the 67th 
Regiment in this Iſland of Antigua; and the other continuing the ſame 
prohibition, with an excepticn only of ſuch fats as he could not poſſi- 
bly have come to the knowledge of befors the ſaid arrival; thereby limit- 
ing him to a ſpace of fix weeks) to be extrajudicial, atbritiry, and illegal, 
for the following Reaſons, viz, 
Firſt—Becauſe the thorough inveſtigation of truth, let the field be ever ſo 
vaſt, or the windings ever ſo intricate, is the grand and only object of 
every trial inſtituted by any law. 
Second Becauſe it appears from the beſt authorities, that the law of Eng- 


&« © an arreſt, may appear in this Court as Proſecutor.” 
then attempted to enter on my Proſecution, but 

© was interrupted by Captain Hedges objecting to my 
„ reading the Summary 1 had prepared for the inform- 
cc ation of the Court; on which the Court cleared, and 
ce determined, that I could not be allowed to read my Proſe- 
© cution, I then proceeded again in my recital of Cap- 
« tain Hedges's conduct, by no means ſo far back as 
de the Mutiny Act warrants ; but was ſtopped, and the 


« Court having cleared, reſolved, * That they had no- 

© thing to ſay to what happened when the Regiment 
© was in Ps or Barbadoes; and that they meant 
© to ſtick literally to the Crimes given in againſt the 
6 Priſoner, which in courſe muff have happened in 
« this Iſland, as the Court cannot ſuppoſe that had 
cc © the Priſoner acted before that period derogatory 
« © from the character of an Officer and a Gentleman, 


R W «a 
+ "OF: 


c © but that Major Brewne, as Commanding Officer of 


& © tho Regiment, would have put him under arreſt,” 


« A diſcuſſion of this extraordinary Reſolution, in 


ce the form of a Proteſt, I ſhall read to you directly, 
and ſhall only obſerve at pieſent, the malignant air it 
„ breathes, which inconteſtibly proves the ſeverity with 

„ which they prepared to treat me, as I had not yet 


<« gone one inch into the buſmeſs. 
¶ The above ſentence is omitted in the Judge Advocate's copy.] 


C What they mean by ſticking literally to the Crime, 
6] am at a lols to gueſs. His Crimes, literally, were a 
6 yaſt variety of ill behaviour; and how my ſaying it 
* took place in Pelaud, or even at the Cape of Good Hope, 

4 


land in particular, throughout all its branches, keeps uadeviatingly that 
end in view : by having in various judgements adhered ts the above, as 
the leading principle in evidence, conſtantly varying the nature of the 
evidence, it requires, according to that of the taQts to be proved jz=—in 
ſome allowing preſumptive, in others demanding pobtive, teſtimony ; 
in ſome receiving parole, in others, wriiten. 


Third=—Becauſe, as the Crimes charged on the Priſoner, naturally involve 


a detail, and the very terms in which they are conceived imply a ſeries 

the neceſſity of taking in a long ſpace of time, i ſtrong in the preſent 

caſe, Had Majer Browne charged any Gngle Crime; unattended by 

circumſtances, (ſuppoſing that to be poſſible) he would wiilingly have 

admitted with the Court, as a ſelf evident prapotition, that a recapitula- 

tion of unneceſſary facts was impertinent ; but as the guilt charged on the 

Priſoner is not of one act, or two acts; but con6M8 of a number, con- 

denſed iato one Charge, which thus united, fotm a'chain on. which his 

Proſecution is ſupported, he conceives, that to abridge him in the proof 
of any one of theſe, is, to tell him eventually, that he will not be allowed 

to Proſecute the Pri ſoner, nor have a chance of proving what, as an Of- 
ficer, a Man of Honour, and a Gentleman, he has aſſerted. 


Fourth—Becauſe the reaſon for the firſt of the above deciſions, as entered 
on their Proceedings of the Court; viz. That they cannot ſuppoſe, but 
« that if ſuch Crimes had been committed, Major Browne would have 
« put the Priſoner under arreſt beſore, or words to that effe &, is as cer- 
tain a fact, which he humbly preſumes the Court cannot legally arrive at 
a knowletige of, but through the medium of a'trial—js to appearance pro- 
judging the very matter in iffue—is alſo to common ſenſe an abſurdity z 
and affixes a ſtigma on Major Browne's character as an Officer, which he 
is reduced to the diſagrezable neceſſity of thus encountering with a Pro- 


RD | | Fiſth— 


e There is certainly ſomething exceedingly novel in 


bs the idea of a perſon's chooſing whether he will be 
tc criminated or not. I ſhould think it eſſential to the 
« nature of a Proteſt, that the Proteſtor” is the ſole 
judge of the occaſion which calls it forth; or. elſe 
& what end on earth can it anſwer ?—Whether well 


& or ill founded, will, after it is entered, be the buſi- 


10 neſs of a ſuperior power to decide; but this riſk the 
„ Court did not chuſe to run; for they ſuppreſſed it in 
cc the firſt inſtance although after my refuſing to let 
4c them ſee it, they cleared in order to determine the 
point, not the ſmalleſt trace of ſuch a tranſaction is 
de to be found on their authentic Minutes; indulging 
ec themſelves in imaginary ſecurity, upon the abſurd 
<& propoſition, that if they did not criminate themſelves, 
4 or to uſe the words of one of their own Members, 
« c pet themſelves into @ ſcrape,” nobody elſe could, — 
« But I truſt the ſolemn inveſtigation of this day will 
<« convince. them, that no f or trouble will 
<« ever prove a barrier in cloaking ſuch 12 : 
I then entered once more on my Proſecution, 
4 wherein I was conſtantly interrupted by the Court, 
% and Captain Hedges. He was every moment object- 
« ing to my looking at my Notes; and they were for 
<« ever cavalling at the retroſpect I attempted to take; 
« or in ſhort, at any part, where the Priſoner's guilt 
« appeared obvious. I threw down, ſeveral times, = 
« Narrative on the table, deſiring they would extra 
« juſt what they pleaſed, and inſert it.— This they re- 
* fuſed to do; and at length, amidſt a tumult of opi- 


< njons, cleared the Court, in order to determine how 


© they might beſt model my Proſecution, and what 
© parts of it they would receive. 


% I muſt now requeſt. your attention to the cireum- 


„ ſtance concerning Enjign Murray; which Lieutenant 
* Colonel Forfler, the Proſecutor, notwithſtanding it ap- 
0 pears by the Minutes, the Court had accepted an apo- 
0 — for, has thought proper to bring again forward 
* in ſupport of the Firſt Charge preferred againſt me, 
« While the Court was cleared, I was walking in the 
* paſſage adjoining the room where they were fitting, 
« when a Gentleman came up and informed me, that 
e there was a report of the moſt horrible nature in cir- 
«* culation, about ſome of my Witneſſes ;—I anſwered, 
there was ſo many, that I never paid any attention 
& to them. He told me it was reported, Lieutenant 
« Greene had been heard to ſay to Surgeon Dillon, 
«© © Now we have gone ſo far, we muſt go through with 
-& <.it;” and Surgeon Dillon ſaid in anſwer, © That Mr. 
&« © Heard muſt be promoted Lieutenant Mahon is a 
« fine little fellow, and will ſwear any thing.“ I 


„treated it lightly, as a report too vile to gain any 


« credit; but he ſtopped me, and ſaid it came from 
« ſuch authority, it could not be diſregarded ; for one 


e of the Members of the Court Martial was ſaid to be 


ꝙ—f 


Fiſth—Becauſe, without hearing one reaſon that would be urged by Major 
- Browne, ſor not before taking notice of the Priſoner's conduct; or one ob- 
jection on his part to the meaſure ; and even without a motion from the 
_ Priſoner, they have paſſed a cenſure, ſevere, unwarranted, and in the 
preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, unprecedented. Major Browne cannot ſee 
the propriety, or admit the neceſſity, of putting an Officer under an arreſt 
for Crimes, which though he had heard of, he could not prove; and ſub- 
mits to his Sovereign, the Regiment he has the Honor to Command, the 
Court now afſembled, and the World, in what light he ſhould appear as 
the Proſecutor of a Priſoner, charged with Crimes which militate againſt 
the Character of an Officer and a Gentleman, without being able to pro- 
duce the ſtrongeſt proof.— It more particularly concerned Major Browne 
to be cautious in taking any ſteps againſt the Priſoner without ſuch proof, 
on account of the ſtrong party which he had formed among the Officers 
do ſupport him; who were ever ready (many of them no doubt from. 
laudable motives, or at leaſt miſtaken) to gloſs over his conduct, by im- 
puting to ſallies of youthſul levity, what he truſts muſt appear to be the 
machinations of a bad heart. The truth of what Major Browne now 
fates will appear ſo evident, if ſuffered to go into proper, legal, and in- 
diſpenſible evidence, that at the moment even when he was forced to 
put the Priſoner under arreſt, he had not a ſingle friend among the Offi- 
| cers to inform him of a fact; but was obliged to rely ſolely on the uni- 
verſality of the reports circulated to vilify and traduce his Character; it 
| being only on the moſt unjuſt and extraordinary conduct indeed, that 
any Officer came ſorward to ſupport him. x 


Sixth—Becauſe, he apprehends, it is exerting a power which neither a 
Court Martial, nor. any other Court, either of Law or Equity, either 
Ecclefiaſtical or Civil, acknowledged by the Britiſh Conſtitution, is in- 
veſted with. - the limiting a time for Proſecution for offences; becauſe 
alſo, it is in direct contradiQion to the 73d Clauſe of the « AR for 

. © puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the better Payment of the 
Army, and their Quarters,” which expreſsly allows a ſpace of three 

”_ for bringing delinquents tojuſtice z—limitations analogous to which 
ing introduced into many parts of the Engliſh Code, but remaining till 
the thirteenth of January, one thouſand ſeven and eighty ſix, unattempt- 
ed by any Court, juſtify the Proteſtor's preſent aſſertion, that inſtead 
of a judicial, they have exerciſed a legiſlative, authority. 


| Seventh—Becauſe the confining of Major Breewne to facts committed ſince 


the Priſoner's arraignment, would only have been equally arbitrary, and 


very little more unreaſonable. | 

He therefore hereby difſents from, and ſolemnly proteſts againſt, the ſaid 
two deciſions, as in their nature null and void; and as well againſt the ſaid 
two deciſions as all proceedings grounded on them, as arbitrary, extrajudi- 
dial, and unknown both to Martial Law, and the ſpirit of the Britiſh Con- 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE- 1 
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the author. At hearing this 1 was aſtoniſhed indeed 
and the Court opening in a few. minutes afterwards; 
I addreſſed the Preſident, ſaying, —* A report had 


gone forth which would fill every perſon with hor- 
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* ror, and almoſt too infamous to gain any credit; 


© but from the high authority from whence it was 


declared to originate, that I was perfectly certain 
myſelf, the whole was falſe ; therefore, in vindica- 
tion of the Court's honor, as well as the Officers 
of the Regiment concerned, I felt it doubly in- 
cumbent on me to bring it forward in this public 
manner. A Member of the Court was given for 
the author; but again repeated it was impoſlible ; 
no Britiſh Officer could be capable of ſuch a 
* thing.” I then ſtated the report; and addrefling 
myſelt to the Gentry that ſurrounded Captain Hedges, 
(people to whom I was entirely unknown, but not- 
withſtanding, had taken a part in the buſineſs, with 
equal violence, as illiberality,) added, © If any one 
would ſtand forward and avow it, I would tell him 


© to his face, it was falſe, and that he was a dark 


© aſſaflin,” | 

I moſt ſolemnly aſſert, I made uſe of thoſe expreſ- 
ſions in the certainty only, that the report had ori- 
ginated with the people of the country; conceivingʒ 


had ſuch a circumſtance been in the knowledge of 


any Member of that Court, he would inſtantly 
have brought it forward, A pauſe now enſued, dur- 
ing which, expreſſions paſſed from ſeveral of the 
Members, of the impoſſibility of one of them ſayin 

ſuch a thing how could I ſuppoſe it? To which 
I replied, 1 was happy at having ſtated the matter, 
as it was now evident to the world, the idea of an 
Officer, much more a Member of that Court, aſſert- 


ing ſuch a calumny, was falſe and groundleſs ; when 


Enſign Murray roſe and ſaid, he had overheard a 
converſation, which he had committed to writing, 
and would bring it into Court to-morrow. Thus 
the buſineſs reſted ; and I declare, a word further did 


not paſs, nor did I receive the {lighteſt reproof that 


day on the occaſion, 


„They then deſired me to proceed in my detail, 5 * 
did ſo. At every ſentence, i 


received the ſame kind 
of interruptions. They would propoſe ſeven or eight 
queſtions at the ſame time. They would riſe up, four 
or five together, calling out to me, Why did you not 
© bring him to trial before, Sir? We will not notice it.” 
I uſed every argument in my power; I requeſted they 
would not decide till I finithed, and the examination 
of evidences was cloſed ; then, and then only, they 


could decide. On this they would ſtart up, ing : 


Do you attempt to dictate to the Court, Sir? 
length they adjourned at one o'clock, without inſert- 
ing a word of my Proſecution, or any part of the 
tranſactions of this day on their Minutes, fave an 
unguarded expreſſion which I might have — 4 
in heat or argument, and which was inſtantly or- 
dered to be inſerted with avidity. 

« As I am particularly criminated on the proceed- 
ings, for my conduct this day, I muſt beg your ſe- 


rious conſideration at what I ſhall urge in my De- 


fence ; and, for that purpoſe, break in a moment on 
Enſign Murray's hiſtory. 3 
„ The firſt occurrence was, their refuſing a Proteſt 
which I offered againſt their two extraordinary de- 
ciſions of the day before; which was followed b 
the reading of a letter, from Major General Shirley, to 
the Preſident, wherein his Excellency mentions, 
The Court having given it as their opinion, that 
Captain Hedges's health had ſuffered, from every 
appearance, in conſequence of his long confine- 
© ment, his Excellency orders, that his confinement, 
© in future, be made more eaſy to him, granting him 
© an arreſt at large, ſubject to the reſtriction of go- 
© ing to his barracks every night at tattoo beating,” 
It was impoſſible for me not to ſeel hurt at the imputa- 
tion thus conveyed on my humanity, or not inſulted 
at its being made entirely at Captain Hedges's in- 
ſtance; refuſing even to hear me on the ſubject be- 
fore they made this repreſentation, or examine the 
Surgeon of the Regiment, Theſe, added to the diſ- 
graceful reports the Priſoner eirculated to my diſad- 
vantage, in an Iſland where | was yet a ſtranger z 
the unprecedented and unwarrantable conduct alto of 
ſeveral of the Members, previous to the trial; the 
Court almoſt preventing me from ſpeaking, at leaſt, 
being underſtood ; the Priſoner tittering and ſmiling, 
ſecure under their protection; and to crown all, the 
Court themſelves, in the inftance of Enfign Murray, 
avowedly becoming an abſolute party in the buſineſs, 
and joining in * the moſt diſgraceful calum- 
5 nies; 
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nies : Theſe circumſtances, I ſay, could not but irri- 
tate me. It even ſeemed, the attempt to ruin my ho- 
ac nour and character was not ſufficient, but alſo thoſe 
<< of the Officers, my friends, or any who dared ſup- 


** port me. Thus calumniated and graced, without 


« any preſent hope of vindication, juſtice, or impar- 

tiality, I cannot but admit they ſurceeded in often 
< throwing me off my guard, and roufing my reſent- 
< ment and indignation ;—but if any conduct in them 


4 can juſtify mine, ſurely I am juſtified ; and when 


* they thus wantonly ſacrificed their own characters and 
«- ſituation, it muſt be my excuſe ; they themſelves long 
& forgot what a Court ought to be, before I did. The 
4 expreſſions I uſed, can only be vindicated from the 
cc jrritations and inſults I received ; unparalleled, I hope 
* and truſt in any Court of honor or juſtice. 

I will not pretend to aſſert, the expreſſion, * Damn 
« © me, or damn it, where ſhall I begin?“ might not 
©& have eſcaped me on this day, when ſalkering the inter- 
cc ruptions I have already recited; but it appears from the 


„ evidence produced by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, that 


<« the expreſſion only fell in warmth of argument, and 
© when irritated by fuch treatment, and was perfectly 
4 done away at the time, by the Court themſelves, 1 


* moſt ſolemnly declare, I have not the lighteſt recol- 


« lection of ever having addreſſed Lieutenant Colonel 
« Porfter, ſaying, God damn me, Mr. Preſident, 
« © where ſhall | begin ?* and I cannot but think, had 


„ ſuch been the caſe, it would have been recorded on 


« their proceedings. Indeed, a further reaſon operates 
bc with me ;—1 really reſpected the Preſident at this 
5 period; I imputed his behaviour to error alone; his 
& conduct I ſincerely lamented; his integrity I could 
b not ſuſpect. 

J further declare, that from this day, I was guarded 
£ to an extreme; ſo much ſo, that no ſubſequent con- 
& duct of the Priſoner, however groſs or diſreſpectful, 
<« received the ſlighteſt return from me, convinced the 
6 reply would be inſerted, while the provocation would 
carefully be ſuppreſſed. | 
 «* Mayer Ruſſell declares, in his examination by the 
« -Proſecutor, that he never conceived any expreſſion 
% made uſe of by me to Captain Hedges, as inſulting to 
the Court; though they have been driven in their 
ac attempted crimination of my conduct, to draw forth 
& ſuch an inference. This Witneſs alſo aſſerts, the 
% Antigua Court was often diſturbed by the ſan 
« neſs of the Proſecutor, and the unſeaſonable an- 
« ſwers, at times, by the Priſoner. I now wiſh Lieute- 
nant Colonel Forſter to point out where thoſe unſeaſon- 
« able anſwers are inſerted ; while, on the other hand, 
the direct contrary was obſerved to me. 

J ſhall now return to Enjign Murray's evidence. 
When they met the next morning, previous to En- 


s ſion _ delivering his paper, they, to my great. 


« ſurprize, demanded an apology from me, for my be- 
« haviour the day before. The ſubſtance of what I 
« ſaid on this occaſion was, That I never could re- 
tract what I ſaid; it was what every man muſt feel 
« for the honor of his friend ; 8 them to think 


of the ſituation of an Officer, attacked both in his 
« own perſon, and that of his friends, with every vile 


© and diſgraceful calumny. However, I would chear- 
46 fully ſay, I did not mean to offer any diſreſpect to 


© the Court. The Court was then cleared, and on be- 


« ing opened again, I was informed my apolozy was 
« accepted. 

As the Court poſitively and repeatedly refuſed to 
jet me croſs-examine Enfign Murray, on his curious 
<< piece of evidence, nor would ſuffer any inveſtigation 
« of it, till Sargeon Dillon had been ſome time under 


« examination, nor a thorough one, till after my re- 


« ply, and then ſubject to all the diſadvantages which 
« muft neceſſarily attend, where they themſelves were 
5 not only parties, but judges, I ſhall therefore claim 


your indulgence in adverting, for a moment, to this 


« extraordinary depoſition. | 

« Enfign Murray having committed his little hiſtory 
«to paper, and lodged it in the hands of a brother Of- 
6 ficer and Member of the Court; having alſo ſhewn 


« a generous indignation at the room, which permitted 


« ſuch words to be uttered within its walls, by refuſin 

& to lie in it any more; without ſhewing the leaſt diſ- 
t ouſt at its innocent occupier, Surgeon Dillon, who he 
« ſtill conſidered as his friend ;—The buſineſs gets to 
Captain Hedges's ears, —though theſe words give us 
no elue to the means by which it got, and imply 
« ftrongly, that it walked there of itſelf, without any 
66 aſſiſtance. It is not very difficult to find out the road 


it went, as it muſt have ſet out, either from Egan 


guine- 


—_— 


&« Murray, or his brother Officer. Now, therefore, 
© that we know to whom Zn/jgn Murray thought pro- 
per to divulge this ftory, it will be of conſequence to 
5 ſee from whom he thought proper to conceal it. In 
the firſt place, Surgeon Dillon knew nothing of it. In 
the next place, I, who was Commanding Officer of 


the Regiment, and whoſe duty it would have been tv 


notice it, did not; for I aſſert, that I never had the 
« fliphteſt binteven of it, till the minute or two before 
I mentioned it in Court, in the firſt impulſe of my 

< indignation; or if I was looked on as i "8. 
% becauſe intereſted, the Commander in Chief, who 
„might have been ſuppoſed unexceptionable, was alſo 
„ignorant; the Court Martial were alſo uninformed ; 


nobody but Captain Hedges appears to have been pro- 


<< feſſedly let into the ſecret. | 

&« As for the limitation with which Captain Hedge 
granted his Jicence to En/jgn Murray, not to bring 
* forward Surgeon Dillon's converſation, unleſs it be- 
came abſolutely neceſſary, I do not know at all what 
<< it means, except it be what really proved the fact 
that I forced it out. If this is the caſe, it indicates 
a conſciouſneſs, that bringing it forward, would be a 
thing for my advantage; and that it was the caſe, 
<< ſeems proved by Enſign Murray's immediately adding, 
$ © T hat the unjuſtifiable manner in which I had my- 
< © ſelf brought it forward, forced him to lay the mat- 
<< © ter before the Court.“ The word unfuſlifiable, as it 
is uſed here, deſerves ſome little attention. It would 
© be very illiberal to ſuppoſe Enjign Murray not tho- 
roughly acquainted with the Exgliſb language; but 
it would be much more extraordinary to ſuppoſe a 
“Gentleman can ſeriouſly mean, that an attempt to 
«© exculpate my character, or that of my relation and 
friends, was unjuſtifiable; or that a Man of Honour, 
and an Officer, both of which ſurely no perſon can 
doubt Enjign Murray is, can look upon warmth, pro- 
*©. yoked by a defamatory aſperſion, unjuſtifiable. To 
© avoid miſtakes, therefore, I ſhall make no ſuppoſi- 
tions at all; but will candidly accept any conſtruc- 
& tion whatever his friends may think it moſt for his 
* honour to give; and I am ſure that Officer's moſt in- 
« veterate enemy may ſafely truſt his honour in his own 
„ keeping, after the notions he ſeems to hold concerning 
it; for he concludes his depoſition by ſaying, that 
he only tells it for his own Honour, His words are, 
He nov, in vindication of his own Honour, informs - 
& the Court of what he heard.“ | | 

It would indeed, I fear, be treſpaſſing upon your 
« patience, were I to trouble you with a word further 
on either En/jgn Murray, or (his depoſition, Had I 
© been allowed to croſs- examine that Gentleman, I 


Lad 


* 


© ſhould have placed him, notwithſtanding the protec- 


© tion he would have received from that reſpectable 
e Court, in ſuch a light as to have made the preſent 
e remarks totally unneceſſary, The unwarrantable re- 
ce ſtriction I received, will, I truſt, plead my excuſe for 
„having now detained you a moment on the buſineſs. 

On Enjign Murray having concluded his Depoſi- 
<« tion, I requeſted permiſſion — the Preſident to in- 
form Surgeon Dillon, and the other Officers, concern- 
« ing it. This permiſſion . the Preſident poſitively re- 
&« fuied ; and reſtricted me from giving the lighteſt 
hint or warning to any of the parties on the ſubject. 
«© And I muſt alſo remark, when loudly remonſtrating 
« with the Preſident on the cruelty of not being per- 
© mitted inſtantly to croſs-examine En/ign Murray, the 
« Court was cleared, and Enſign Murray ſent after me 
into the adjoining room, who in the moſt threatening 
&© manner demanded what I meant; to take care what 
„I ſaid, for he would make me anſwerable for it. 
„Thus, Sir, I had the Court to combat collectively, 
“ and each Member individually. I did not make a 
% complaint of this conduQ, perfectly convinced it 
* would only occaſion ſome freſh inſult. ; 

I ſhall now reſume my account of the tranſactions 


of the Court, from Wedneſday, February the firſt, 


e the third day of their fitting, After Enſign Murray's 
«© Depoſition had been read, they communicated to me 
e their Reſolution, which immediately follows it. Be- 
6 fore you can underſtand its full force, it is abſo- 


oa _— neceffary to recall your attention to the two 
10 


« decifions of January the goth, on which I grounded 
my Proteſt, and which are only preparatory to this. 
© You will recollect, that the firſt of theſe decifions, 
, made on January the 3oth,. the firſt day of their aſ- 
« ſembling, contained, as pointed out in my Proteſt, 
an abſolute prejudgement of the bufinefs, and con- 
„ demnation of me. I repreſented this fo forcibly as 
<< the time, that they immediately cleared again, and 
© attempted 


d attempted to ſoften it, by 1 to go into ſuch 


een noticed before 


facts as could not poſſibly have b 

Captain Headges's arreſt. Even this was equally ab- 
« ſurd, and as much prejudging as the firſt; for how 
* ere they to know, whether I could or could not 
c have noticed a fact, without examining evidence? Yet 


de they pretend to decide even before they know what 


* the fact was. How was this poſſible, without I in- 
a troduced it with prefacing, that I might have taken 
* eognizance of it earlier? which, ſo far from doing, 
* I afferted on my oath to the contrary, 

% The next morning, January the 31ſt, I offered m 


U& Proteſt, which they refuſed ; but to my ſurpriſe, ſuf- | 


« fefed me to go on with my relation, yet ſubject to 
ce the interruption I haye already deſcribed. I was in 
de hopes they felt the impropriety of their deciſions; and 
e though they would not expreſsly repeal, they would 
rc tacitly diſregard them. However, this Third Reſo- 
& Jution, of February the fifſt, threw a new light on the 
« matter. It ſays, The Court being deſirous I ſhould 
te & not be abridged in any thing I might think tending 
* © to ſupport the Charges I had exhibited, had per- 
x © mitted me to relate circumſtances ; only informing 
« © me, that nothing could be taken cognizance of, but 
« © ſuch matters as did not come to my knowledge, or 
«* © could not be proved, till the period at which I or- 
« © dered Captain Hedges into arreſt : and it appearing 
44 © to them, that I had related ſeveral circumſtances 
& Tt yhich could not be taken notice of, I was therefore 
© © defired to open my Proſecution afreſh, with ſuch 
© © matters only as the Minutes of the Court pointed 
„ out to me.“ | 

* Now, I ſhall firſt enquire how far it was poſſible, or 


« likely for them to diſcover, by my own relation, as 


et they here aſſert, that I could have taken cognizance 
k of Captain Hedges conduct before? Secondly, whe- 
ether, ſuppoſing ſuch to have been the caſe, they acted 
„properly, in refuſing to try Captain Hedges upon thoſe 
% facts? And if it appears to you that it was almoſt im- 
*« pothible they ſhould have diſcovered from my relation, 
*t that I could have taken earlier notice of Captain 
«te Heagri's conduct; and if I ſhew that, even if the 
* fact was fo, their method of proceeding was equally 
*© unjuſtifable, I truſt it muſt appear evident, that their 
<< tacit deſertion on January the 31ſt, of the Reſolu- 
tions they had paſſed the day before, was not from 
* an intention to act more uprightly for the future, 
* upon finding they had unawares been guilty of an 
« injuſtice; but conſcious indeed they had committed 
% one; and alarmed by my offer of a Proteſt, they were 
« determined to cloak it by artifice. Thus, what might 
« have been miſtaken for only inadvertence, or raſh- 
4e ntfs, in the execution of this very important duty, 
ac will be found a ſettled reſolve, confiraned by the de- 
« liberation of two days, and ſupported by the deepeſt 
„ ſcheming. 
„ Firſt then, if they diſcovered from my own Narra- 
tive, as they pretended, that there were ſome of the 


© crimes which I wanted to adduce againſt Captain 


Hedges, that I might have taken cognizance of be- 
4 fore, it muſt either have been from my own confeſ- 
c fion, or fome circumſtances which I unawares re- 
% Hated. Now, Sir, the preſumption is certainly very 
« ftrong, that I would not wantonly advance any thing 
« tending to criminate myſelf; But let me aſk another 
* queſtion :— Why was not this Narrative, on which ſo 
* much depended, entered on their Minutes? they 
« were fully ſenſible how important it was to the Pri- 
„ ſoner's acquittal, whether I could notice his conduct 
earlier; and how injurious it might be to me. Was 
« jt out of diſlike to him then, that they would not let 
& his vindication appear in all its force? No: for out 
* of Court they were his boſom friends, and in Court 
© they moſt honourably acquitted him. Was it out of 
« kindneſs to me? No: they ſhunned my company ; 


* they left me under an arreſt more laſting than their 


power; and in their Report to the King, they urge 
« againft me the frivolous grounds on which I proſe- 
© cuted; and yer, by a ſtrange generoſity, they neither 
% notice there, ſtate fully on their Minutes, nor inveſ- 
« tigate by evidence, a circumſtance, which, had it 
* been as they affert, muſt have placed that frivolouſ- 
« neſs in the ſtrongeſt and moſt fatal light. 


« Yet, Sir, monſtrous as the firſt ſuppoſition may be, 


« for argument's fake J admit it; taking up then, for the 
<< preſent, the queſtion, with all the circumſtances moſt 
& favourable to them, however falfe, however impoſſi- 
« dle, and however at beſt criminal, I will ſay, that 
„ im my relation, I diſcovered to them that I could have 
brought Captain Hedges to an earlier trial!; that 1 


. confeſſed, alſo, I was culpable in not noticing his 
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conduct before, and as much fo in my motives for do- 
© ing it now; and that the Court, from a criminal at- 
«© tachment to my intereſt, having more regard for me 
* than I had for myſelf, ſuppreſſed all this as much as 
«« poflible, Then | will aſk, how my former remiſſ- 


* 


| © neſs, though ever ſo cenſurable, or the malignity of 


«© my preſent motives, though ever ſo glaring, to prevent 
me from proſecuting, or fave him from being tried? 
„Had the evidence tendered by me, proved in the chur 
of the trial dubious ; or had the facts, though ſuffici- 
« ently proved, been in themſelves triling—my not be- 


ing able to aſſign a good reaſon for my negligence, 


„ would, I confeſs, if recorded on their proceedings, 
% have had much weight in his acquittal ; but without 
& theſe circumſtances, it could not. We might both 
© have been guilty ; for his conduct might have been 
<< proved fo decidedly bad, as to be incapable of receiv- 
ing mitigation from the impropriety of mine; and in 
& this caſe, by inſerting on their Minutes the circum- 
& ſtances neceſſary toelucidate it, they would conſcien- 
„ tiouſly have diſcharged their duty; for they, without 
attempting to decide, would then have been the faith- 
ful reporters of my conduct to his Majeſty ; and had 
they even improperly acquitted Captain Hedges, they 


muſt have ſhewn, by thus fairly ſtating matters, and 


«© ſubmitting candidly'the grounds of their Sentence to 
«© the King, that they erred in judgement, not in will. 
For the line of conduct they did purſue, I know not 
* what excuſe they can make. How any guilt of mine, 
<« either in conniving at, or participating Captain Hedges's 
„ crimes, could ſcreen him from trial, remains a pro- 
«© blem for them to demonſtrate, | 

© To conclude—the Court, it appears, were well 
c awatc how great a point it was, whether I could have 
«© brought Captain Hedges to an earlier trial, or not. 
&« If, as they aſſert, it appeared ſo clearly that I could, 
even from my own relation, was it not their duty to 
have inveſtigated the matter moſt minutely ?—both in 
c order to have given Captain Hedges that ample vindi- 
% cation he would have merited, and to have ſent me out 
* into the world, as I would moſt juſtly have deſerved, 
«© —the wanton and injurious arraigner of an Officer's 
„Honour. This would have been juſtice ; but they did 


'« not do it. Was it friendſhip to Captain Hedges, or to 


«© me, which thus ſeduced them from the path of their 


duty? Condemned as I am in this deciſion only by 


«© implication, you would imagine it was delicacy to 
e me; and that they ſhewed more tenderneſs for my 
« character, than I did myſelf, though at the expence 
&« of their juſtice, I was raſh enough to diſcover my 
« -weakneſs, they were kind enough to conceal it. But, 
« Sir, if I could enter fully into their conduct, I could 
c prove, that from their landing at Antigua, to this mo- 
“ ment, they have been my moſt inveterate oppoſers— 
« right or wrong, is here nomatter—ſurely then, you will 

ce rather think this aſſertion falſe, than give them credit 
ce for ſuch prepoſterous and unjuſt favour, which is not 
« dealing hardly by them, as falſehood is by no means a 
« greater crime than injuſtice ;—and perhaps if you do 
c not imagine me ſo great a fool as to open my Proſecu- 
« tion againſt an Officer with a written paper, ſetting 
forth my own guilt, inſtead of his, it may throw ad- 
« ditional weight into the ſcale, and incline you to 
ce think the partiality was to Captain Hedges, not to me; 
<« eſpecially as it does not encreaſe the crime; for that 
4 they were unjuſtly partial to one, is certain. I ſpeak 
« from their own ſtatement. If then, Sir, their avow- 
« ed friendſhip to Captain Hedges, contrafted with their 


A 


« coolneſs to me; their moſt honourable acquittal of 


c him, with their moſt diſgraceful condemnation of 
« me, united with the conſideration, that it was even 
<« neceſfary for themſelves to let this matter appear, in 
ce order more fully to juſtify their acquittal, have alto- 
te gether forced you to conclude that their partiality was 
© moſt probably for him; there is a circumſtance whic 
& muſt further convince you, that it was not a blind 
<« pattiality, of that kind which makes us fancy the faults 
& of out friends to be virtues ; for you recolleCt that they 
ce ſhewed, ſo early as by their Reſolution on the Firſt 
« Day, they were ſenſible how important it was to his 
« juſtification, my not being able to give a god reaſon 
« fordelaying to notice his conduct; and you muſt al- 
« fo recollect, that by letting me go through my Nar- 
e rative on the Second Day, they were able to judge 
« whether the fact was ſo of not. And if, from the 
e probability on one ſide, and the improbability on the 
« other ;—it, from the account which I have given you 
te bfmy reaſons, you think yourſelves authoriſed to con- 
ce clude that the fact was not ſo—but on the contrary, 
ce that gave them. reaſons at leaſt apparently ſubſtantial, 
« for not bringing him ſconer to trial, you will alſo of 
2 neceſſity 


„ 
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<« neceflity join with me in another inference, however 
painful or however harſh—That the Court ſhewed, 
4 in arbitrarily curtailing my Proſecution on theſe heads, 
© not blindneſs to his Crimes, but thorough knowledge 
« of, and an open, quick-ſighted, determined partia- 


&« lity for them, leading on to the ſuppreſſion of materi- 
& al evidence; and a direct, deliberate, well planned at- 


<« tack, in the face of day, upon every principle of juſ- 
4c tice, 

„I was at length ſuffered, with theſe reſtrictions, 
tc once more to attempt my Proſecution, and to have it 
© inſerted on the Minutes, docked and curtailed as they 
c directed, which ſufficiently accounts for any parts of 
it which may ſeem incoherent.—If I attempted to re- 
“ monſtrate, they exclaimed, —* It is to no purpoſe, 
« © Major Browne , nothing ſhall appear there but what 
« © ye like. You know the reſolution of the Court. — 
& © You are not to dictate to us.“ | 

cc In the courſe of my examination, every method was 
© tried to confuſe me; and to this muſt be imputed the 
tc vague appearance of ſome of my anſwers. Captain 
« Hedges has even called out to me acroſs the table 
« Take care, Major Browne ; recollect you are upon 


« your oath,' without receiving the ſlighteſt check from 


« the Court. When he has propoſed his queſtions to me, 
] have often anſwered, previous to the, Judge Advocate 
< having inſerted the queſtion; when finding the anſwers 
ec criminating to himſelf, both queſtion and anſwer were 
& ſaid to be of no conſequence, and therefore not in- 
cc ſerted. Finding this the caſe, I became more guarded, 
& and would never anſwer a queſtion till inſerted, and 
<< propoſed by the Judge Advocate; and then only word 
ce for word for him to inſert, obſerving the Judge Ad- 
cc yocate would never admit any matter, once inſerted, 
& to be eraſed, without the conſent of all parties: the 
% tumult and uproar that generally prevailed in the 
c Court, making it impoſſible for him to inſert any evi- 
cc dence, but what the Court themſelves directed, when 
& not delivered in this guarded manner. I have often 
c begged leave, during my examination, to explain 
c parts of my evidence, when Lieutenant Colonel Fo fle 
cc would riſe up, ſaying, * We have nothing to do, dir, 
« © with your explanations.” Captain Hedges having 
46 4 f a vaſt variety of trifling queſtions, the Court 
<« at length became fatigued, and ſome of the Members 


« remarked, they ſaw no uſe in them; but Lieutenant 


« Colonel Forfler immediately interfered, ſaying, © Cap- 
« © tain Hedges was the beſt judge of his own queſtions; 
« and that they might be leading to ſomething of 
« © which the Court were ignorant. Conduct highly 
« equitable, had they not in the future ſtages of the 
4c trial, acted diametrically the reverſe by me. 

& Surgeon Dillon, the fi evidence produced by me, 

& will ſhortly deliver his teſtimony before this Court— 
T ſhall therefore let him ſpeak for himſelf. 
„ During his examination, the Judge Advocate ad- 
«© dreſſed me, by order of the Court, on the impropriety 
« of my ſpeaking to any Witneſs, even in the preſence of 
& others; or having any communication, either directly 
& or indirectly, after he begins upon his evidence, til] 
< he has doſld it; as ſuch conduct muſt greatly tend 
« to diminiſh the Evidence's teſtimony, 

& Captain Ramſay ſeems to have forgot this great im- 
« propriety, for it appears that he ſupped with Lieute- 


k 


C nant Finucane, his firſt Evidence, though at the time 


under croſs-examination by me. I only mention this 
<c inſtance, to point out more ſtrongly the conduct of 
« the Court towards the Officers brought forward by 
me in ſupport of the Proſecution, and the lengths to 
& which they were driven, in hopes of intimidating 
cc them. But what can they ſay for themſelves ?—If it 
ce js ſo highly criminal in a Proſecutor to ſpeak to his 
« Witnefles, how very criminal indeed muſt that Court 
<< appear, the Members of which live with the Pri- 
4c ſoner ? 

+ On the ſeventh of February, a new Member, Cap- 
cc tain Sutherland, was ſworn in, in the room of Captain 
„Made, and the proceedings read over to him; a cir- 
„ cumſtance I ſhall obſerve upon hereafter, 


About this time Captain Hedges thought proper to : 


© make a further remonſtrance to Lieutenant Colonel For- 
« fler, on the hardſhip of his arreſt; as he underſtood 
<« the Officer of the Guard had always orders to report 
him, if he was not in the Barracks at tattoo-beating. 


« Upon this Licutenant Colonel Forſter and the Members 


of the Court interfered a ſecond time, and procured 
« him an arreſt at large. But there was another reaſon 
5 for this—they had ſet on foot a Subſcription Ball, at 
« which Captain Hedges's preſence was neceſſary ; pre- 
« vious to which, it was alſo neceſſary he ſhould have 


nis arreſt at large. This being obtained, he paraded | 


c mentioned in the proceedings, though the firſt 


„„ ſumptions at a moſt immenſe diſtance : 


ce the Aſſembly Room, with his Judges, in high tris 
© umph. | 

6 The final obtainment of this arreſt at large is not 
en- 
& flargement of his arreſt is. The firſt was tranſacted 
“ in Court, that it might appear to the world how 
« orievouſly J had injured him ;—the ſecond, out of 
& Court, leſt the Members ſhould appear too anxious 
& to ſerve him; or at leaſt his reſtleſſneſs under fo tri- 
& fling a reſtraint, ſhould leave room for conjecture that 
<« he complained, in the firſt inſtance, without having 
been injured, | | 

When Surgeon Dillen's examination was finiſhed, 1 
ce brought on Adjutant Stewart, as third Witneſs in ſup- 
e port of the Proſecution, 'I his Gentleman was in a 
© moſt deſperate ſtate of health; at this period indeed 
upon the recovery; but very ſlowly and very dubi- 
© ouſly. He was ſo weak as not to be able to walk 
„ down to the Court-houſe from the Barracks, which 
© was not more than four hundred yards, and was al- 
© lowed a chair by the Court during his examination. 
He had been Enſign and Adjutant in the 103d Regi- 
% ment; and had always borne a reſpectable character 
„among the Officers to whom he was known, and with 
© whom he aſſociated. I introduce him to you thus 
„ circumſtantially, on account of the very extraordi- 
* nary manner in which the Court thought proper to 
% deal wich him. 

Having, I preſume, from a conſcientious view of 
e its importance, out of reſpect to the Court, as well 
as for his own eaſe, arranged in his mind the matters 
© he was to depoſe before the Court, and without the 
& leaſt communication with me, he began by giving 
e the moſt clear and poſitive anſwers to the inquiſito- 
&© rial queſtions propoſed, and explanations demanded 
by the Court. If, for his confuſion, they thought 


* 
* 


„ Surgeon Dillon's evidence impeachable—ſurely, for 


e his clearneſs, they muſt have thought Adjutant Stews 


« art's reſpectable. If the indignation of Honeſty, and 


6 the animadverſions of Juſtice, follow Guilt, or ſup- 
„ poled Guilt, their joint approbation muſt follow In- 
© nocence; yet, Sir, you will ſee this very, very extra- 
ordinary Court, in contradiction to all general rules, 
and with a thorough contempt for even appearances 
only, amuſed with the confuſion of the one, and out 
of doors, from that moment to this, ſeeking his ac- 
% quaintance ;— while, on the contrary, at Adjutant 
Stewart's clearneſs, they ſoon ſhewed their diſpleaſure. 
«© Suſpicion and diſguſt followed fa&t—till at length, 
© not without a cauſe, but for a cauſe worſe than none, 
ce they pronounced him incompetent; which is pro- 
„ nouncing him infamous: or, to ule the airy phraſe of 
their Preſident, They knocked him off:“ or, to 
borrow a ſtill more emphatical expreſſion from their 
next eldeſt Member, Captain Sutherland, His evi- 

& © dence was rejected, and his teſtimony reprobated.” 
«© I ſhall now requeſt to fix the attention of the Court 
to thoſe circumſtances, and that connexion of queſ- 
tions, which produced the reprobation of Adjutant 
& Stewart's teſtimony, On the gth of February, I 
© aſked that Witneſ, the following queſtion, —* Did 
© © you not know that the Priſoner endeavoured to 
<< © keep up a party in the Regiment, in oppoſition to 
© © me, his Commanding Officer?” Adjutant Stewart 
* was going to anſwer it inſtantly ;. but the Court in- 
&© terpoled in a great hurry, telling him it was a crimi- 
&©. nating queſtion, and calling out, Stop ! ſtop ! Sir!“ 
© while they handed the Articles of War to the Preſi- 
„ dent, who then, in the moſt folemn manner, read to 
© him the Fourth Article of the Second Section, rela- 
tive to concealing Mutiny ; and turning to him with 
an air of triumph, ſaid, Now take care how you 
<« © anſwer that queſtion, Sir.“ Adjutant Stewart upon 
this declined anſwering, and obſerved, * There were 
«© many Officers mo e able to anſwer it than hiqſelf.“ 
„I then, in this ſingle inſtance, coniented to withdraw 
* the queſtion, I need hardly remark, that the very 
« great dclicacy ſhewn here, at the firſt appearance of 
the queſtion, leſt Adjutant Stewart ſhould criminate 
himſelf, could not poſſibly have ariſen from any ten- 
* derneſs for him—nor yet, I will add, from any regard. 
<< to legal rules; for the ſequel ſets either. of theſe pre- 
one thing 
though it may ſerve to inſtance—their tenderneſs for 
Captain Hedges—and if their tenderneſs, their dread 
< of his being injured by the expected anſwer. N 
„On February the eleventh, after Adjutant Stewart 
had been ſome time under croſs- examination, Captain 
Hedges began a queſtion with theſe words: You 
+ © ſeem to infinuate that I had been forming a party, 
I afk you now, whether I ever endeavoured to keep 
. : «« „ up 
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& e up a party in the Regiment, in oppoſition to Major 
« «£ Browne; and I deſire you to inform the Court what 
« knowledge you have of the ſteps I took to eſtabliſh 
« 6 a party, if any ?*—The Judge Advocate declared 
« this to be an improper queſtion. The Witneſs de- 
« clined anſwering it, But the Court demanding an 
« anſwer, he urged the manner in which they had 
| & acted, concerning the ſame queſtion, on the laſt 

« day's examination. Much altercation enſued. The 
4 Judge Advocate in this inſtance was ſtrenuous, deci- 
« ſive, and poſitive. The Court were clamorous, loud, 


« peremptory, threatening, and reſolved. They cleared. 


« When opened again, the Court inſiſted on an anſwer, 
« ſaying it could not criminate him. Adjutant Stewart 
<« repreſented to them, in the moſt forcible manner, 


« their former opinion. He urged, that it was with 


44 reluctance he appeared as an evidence on the trial; 
«hut that he was on his oath, and therefore muſt tel] 
4 the truth; that could he recollect any circumſtance 
« ſerviceable to Captain Hedges, he would declare it 
« with pleaſure ; that he had no particular acquain- 
« tance with me, and was ſtrictly impartial. To this 
« they replied very laconically, * You muſt anſwer 
« the queſtion, Sir.'—Finding he continued firm, 
« their language and manner became very high, and 
« ſtrongly conveyed threats, in caſe of further refuſal, 
« Adjutant Stewart obſerved, * That though a Soldier, 
« «© he knew he was a Britiſh ſubject, and under the 
« (protection of Engliſh laws. — After the diſpute had 
« Jaſted ſome time, they adjourned. #2 
« When the Court allem led on Tueſday, February 
% the fourteenth, after an interval of four days, Lieu- 
« tenant Colonel Forſter add reſſed Adjutant Stewart, ſay- 
« ing, * They now knew he could anſwer the queſtion 
well enough if he pleaſed, and that he muſt anſwer 
« < jt,,—Finding he would not be intimidated, they 
« cleared, and on opening again, cloſed his examina- 
« tion with the Reſolution entered on their proceed- 
« ings, contrary to the opinion of the Judge Advocate, 
« and I apprehend, to every rule of law and equity, — 
Thus they converted what would have been decidedly 
* apainſt Captain Hedges, into a phantom, bearing ſome 
* ſhadow of favour to him. 
„Let me, before I proceed to the next tranſaction 
* of the Members of the Court, appeal to the feelings 
«* of the diſtinguiſhed and reſpectable tribunal I am now 


« addreſſing. — Was it poſſible for any man calmly to 


e witneſs ſuch indignities heaped upon Officers under 
c his command, when produced by him in ſupport of 
© the diſcipline of the ſervice? Am I criminal ſor 
4 Joudly and daily remonſtrating againſt ſimilar acts of 
«* violence and injuſtice? If I am, I plead guilty, It 
“ cannot, however, have eſcaped obſervation, that 
C Lieutenant Colonel Forſter attempts my crimination one 
c moment for remonſtrating, and the next, the vindi- 
« cation of the Court from my not remonſtrating. I 
* ſhall therefore only add, it is very poſſible 1 
« acts of violence I might be ſilent; experience proving 
« remonſtrance fruitleſs, 


The annexed Letter was written by Major Browne's Counſel 
_ zo Adjutant Stewart, during the adjournment of the An- 
. tigua Court—and is now publiſhed, though it did not ap- 
- pear at the late trial, ; 


AS you did me the honour, yeſterday, to aſk my opi- 


nion concerning the propriety of your anſwering a queſ- | 


tion of the Priſoner's, viz. * What knowledge you 
had of the ſteps he took to form a party in the Regi- 
ment againſt Major Browne, his Commanding Offi- 

« cer?” Though I then replied decidedly, I think pro- 

per, as you ſtill ſeemed to want farther information, to 

do it more fully in writing: and you are perfectly at li- 

berty to make any uſe of my opinion you think proper. 

- It is a point admitted, that the law will net force any 
er ſon to criminate himſelf —a ſacred palladium againſt ar- 
b1trarz power, which we cannot too religiouſly guard! 

Three queries ariſe ; all of them equally plain to an- 

wer: firſt, Whether the queſtion in diſpute tends to 
criminate you ? ſecondly, W ho muſt judge of that ten- 
dency? and thirdly, Whether a declaration of the 

Court, that it cannet criminate, will eventually preſerve 
you from the dangerous effects of crimination ; 
In anſwer to the firſt, that the queſtion tends imme- 
«1ctely to criminate you, as your anſwer may bring you 
under an expreſs Article of War, againſt — - 
tiny. But this is a point admitted and reſolved by the 
Court; and therefore I refer, in the ſecond query, 
ſolely to fa&?; and ſo referring, anſwer, you muſt your- 


ſelf be the judge; and the Court have no right, nor can 
they be allowed in their deciſion, to draw a preſump- 
tion, either one way or the other, in conſequence of 
your ſilence; though they have carefully entered the 


queſtion, and your refuſal, on their Minutes. If the 


contrary were the caſe, it would be a very happy way 
of foiling this maxim of law; and a Priſoner would 
have nothing more to do, at any time, for his acquittal, 


than juſt to aſk a Witneſs a criminating queſtion. I 


have heard of a maxim of our law, that every man may 
renounce his own rights; but I never heard of one, 
which ſays, that he muſt be cenſured, or thought ca- 
pable of perjury, for maintaining them. As to the third 
point, I anſwer, that if a Court Martial can repeal an 
Act of Parliament, or diſpenſe with an Article of War, 


taken almoſt verbatim from ſuch Act, their declaration, 


that you cannot criminate yourſelf, is very valid, and forms 
a ſhield for you in its operation : but, as I preſume, 
with great diffidence, that their power is not quite ſo 
ample, their declaration amounts—in Law I mean - to 
nothing at all. —With this ſhort anſwer to this third 
point, | ſhould have been contented ; but ſo extraordi- 
nary a declaration, forces from me, both as a Lawyer, 
and an enthuſiaſtic friend to Engliſh Libercies, a more 
accurate diſcuſſion, 


The Court, in ſaying, that you would not criminate 


yourſeff by anſwering, muſt have had in idea, either 
facts or law—either have meant, that they were certain, 


your anſwer muſt be an acquittal of the Priſoner, in- 


ſtead of a condemnation of yourſelf; or that, if an- 
ſwered againſt the Priſoner, you could not be involved 
in the guilt. - To decide, which of theſe was their 
meaning, is far too delicate for me to attempt; it is a 
much pleaſanter taſk to give reaſons, why neither of 
them could be. The firſt, then, they could not mean, 
becauſe they could not 4#now it, It is impoſſible they 
ſhould know, for nothing like it is yet come out in evi- 
dence, but rather the contrary ; and if even there had, 
your oath, till /zgally invalidated, is as good as another 
man's, Yet, admitting for a moment, the fact to be, 
that the Priſoner is innocent—the rule of evidence, and 


of judicial juſtice, in this caſe, is, that what does not 


APPEAR, 2s of no more conſequence than if it did not 


 Ex1sST*, And how appear? why, appear in EVIDENCE 


duly fworn, which a Jury are BOUND, on THEIR OATHS, 
to BELIEVE, The laſt they could not mean, unleſs 
they forgot the Article of War; a ſuppoſition which 
would be injurious and unwarranted, as the Article was 
freſh in their memory the wy before, when a ſimilar 
queſtion was put to you by Major Browne. 

But theſe little inaccuracies I ſhould ſcarcely notice, 
did they not appear the ground of very alarming con- 
duct. Through the medium of Counſel for the Proſe- 
cution, I beg leave to addreſs you in the important cha- 


racter of a MEMBER OF THE ENGLIsH ConsTITUe 


TION—a character, neither forfeited by, nor abſorbed 
in, that of a Soldier. They ſerved, Sir, to ground 
peremptory directions to you to anſwer the queſtion, 


with hints, in caſe of refuſal, which conveyed threats— 
thereby, at once, abrogating an eſtabliſhed, golden rule, 


of Engliſh and of National Law, and under the idea of 


military ſubordination perhaps, about to introduce a 


new and long reprobated practice into Engliſh Juſtice— 
that of torture. I am perfectly convinced, that the no- 
tions of the Court were not clear on this ſubje&; that 
they were not aware of the extent of their conduct yeſ- 


terday morning—but this muſt not prevent me from de- 


claring, that to force an anſwer, in a caſe legally and 
allowedly improper, or to didtate an anſwer, with any 
hint that they believe the Witneſs foreſworn, is the very 


eſſence of oppreſſion, and the firſt grand opening to in- 


Juſtice, 

If any military puniſhment be ordered for you, my 
advice is, after your complying with the rules of the 
army, by ſuffering it, to bring an action at law; where, 
there is no doubt, exemplary damages in your favour, 


will inftru& future Courts Martial, that, however un- 


regulated, and of couſe, arbitrary, may be the confti- 


tution of their Court, moſt carefully to adhere to one 
rule—not to inſult the oath and reputation, nor trifle 


with the liberty or the ſpirit of a Britiſh Subject. 
St. I am, Sir, 
With the moſt entire ESTEXM and RESPECT, 
| Very much your obedient 
humble ſervant, 


Wu. GILBERT. 


St. John's, Antigua, Feb. 12th, 1786. 


CHARLES STEWART, £/q. Adj. 67th Reg. 


* De non apperentibus et non exiftentibus eadem ft —_ | 
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rence in the diſcipline of the 67th Regiment. 


<« After what I have related, you will think nothing 
can be added, or at leaſt, that Captain Hedges's beſt 
friend,” and my worſt enemy, might have been con- 
tented with his acquittal, ſecured by the diſgrace of 
my Witneſſes, and in courſe of my Proſecution, without 
adding any thing more, The Members of the Gene- 
ral Court Martial, at which Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 


preſided, were not men of ſuch Janguid feelings. 


Their inveteracy to me, was too great to be confined 
within the narrow ſphere of their influence as Judges; 
that character did not give them ſufficient — 

ut 
having laid the hiſtory of theſe tranſactions at his 
Majeſty's feet, I do not conceive myſelf warranted in 
now entering upon them, 


« Tt would be tedious and unneceſſary to enumerate. 


the various inſtances of partiality which occuried 
during the trial; I ſhall therefore paſs over the exa- 
mination of Lrieutenants Greene, Heard, and M ahon, 
with the latter of whom | cloſed my Profecution, on 


Friday, February the ſeventeenth, remarking to the - 


Court, that I ſhould expect the ſame conduct would 
be obſerved in the examination of the Priſoner's Wit- 
neſſes, as had. been to thoſe for the Proſecution ;— 
to which many of the Members replied, © Moſt cer- 
© tainly.” This requeſt of mine plainly conveyed a 
doubt of their juſtice; yet they received it very 
coolly, and have not ventured to inſert it in their 
Minutes, as an inſtance of my improper behaviour, 
There were many other expreflions uſed by me- of 
the ſame tendency, which are wholly unnoticed in 
their proceedings, or in their Report to the Secretary 
at War, of every circumſtance that could aggravate 
my crime ;—whether through delicacy to me, or 
themſelves, I ſhall not determine. 
« On Tueſday, February the twenty-firſt, the Court 
met, in order to read over the proceedings to Licu- 
tenant Gordon, who was ſworn in on that day a Mem- 
ber of the Court, in the room of EN. 
diſpoſed ; but without even the precaution, either in 
his caſe, or Captain Satherland's, of the Witneſſes being 
required to attend ; which circumſtance alone, I un- 
derſtand, renders the proceedings illegal; for, if it 
becomes neceſſary to call in a new Member, in the 
place of any of the Thirteen, originally ſworn, the 
Court muſt proceed de novo, 
« Captain Hedges having opened his Defence with a 
written Addreſs, during which he received every :t- 
tention, though in mine, I had ſcarcely ſpoke two 
words without interruption, then entered on the exa- 
mination of Major Sladden, his firſt Witneſs. I ſhall, 
therefore, here give a direct anſwer to the Report 
made by the Court Martial, through the Secretary at 
War, to the King, of the circumſtances which cauſed 
their putting me under arreſt, | 
« Jn their Report, they particularly beg it may be 
obſerved, that the firſt Witneſs called on by the Pri- 
ſoner, was only then under examination. I readily 
rant their conduct was very glaring, and very early 
decided. The impatience of their zcal was equal to 
its ſteadineſs. Had it not been for the happy union 
of theſe extraordinary properties, I ſhould not have 
had boldneſs ſufficient to urge the inveſtigation now 
graciouſly offered me by his Majeſty, | 
« The firſt queſtion I put to Mayor Sladden, on his 
croſs-examination, they would hardly let him anſwer, 
though a very ſimple one; becauſe, they ſaid, they 


knew it already, and what was the uſe of putting | 


ſuch queſtions. This was a plain indication of the 
ſtate of their minds; for, in my own croſs-examina- 
tion, they let Captain Hedges aſk me many queſtions, 
allowedly frivolous ; becauſe, it was to be ſuppoſed, 
he was the beſt judge, and his enquiries might Jead 


to ſomething material, which they knew nothing of; 


but the very firſt queſtion I put to the very firſt 
Witneſs for the Priſoner, they would hardly let him 
anſwer, becauſe, they ſaid, it was frivolous, and 
and could lead to nothing. And this was the uni- 
form language continued through my croſs-examina- 
tion of every one of Captain Hedges's Witneſſes, 
which was ſtill more hard, as they never interpoſed 
a queſtion to thoſe Officers during their examination 
by Captain Hedges, although the Witneſſes for the 
Proſecution could ſcarcely deliver one anſwer to my 
queſtions, without being inſtantly croſs-queſtioned 
by the Court for hours; Conduct which, however, 
they alſo obſerved to Captain Hedges's Witneſſes ; but 
not till under croſs-examination by me, and with 
only this difference of manner, that to his Witneſſes 


they pointed out the proper anſwer to be made, if 


they heſitated ; and mine, if they did not anſwer 
| 2 
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TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWN E. 


the very moment, were inſulted and © knocked off.“ 
The behaviour, upon the whole, of the Court on my 
examination, ſhews they were not ignorant of the 
rules of juſtice; and their behaviour on Major Slad- 
den's, ſhews they prevented them, or rather baniſhed 
them altogether, | | 
My ſecond queſtion, and that on which the Court 
cleared, was this, —* Did you not tell me, on board 
© the Tranſport, previous to ſailing from Corke 
© harbour, that there never would be peace or har- 
© mony in the Regiment, till the Priſoner, or one of 
© his party, was brought to a Court Martial?” After 
ſome diſpute upon this, they cleared ;—very. criti- 
cally, I cannot help ſaying, to give the Witneſs 
time for recollection; and, when opened, the Preſi- 
dent read me the following queſtion, which they di- 
rected me to put, calling it, as I find on reading 
their Journals, an alteration in the manner ; but it 
ſeems to me a quite different queſtion ;—* Was there 
© not a party fotmed in the Regiment, of which 
© the Priſoner was the head, againſt me, previous to 
my joining the Regiment in March 1785? As 
remonſtrance was ineffectual, I ſaid nothing, and it 
was — ; but it was as certainly none of my 
putting, hey think proper to compliment me 
with having given my conſent ; I never knew it was 
aſked ; for, ſo far from it, J repeated my own in the 
ſpace of a few minutes, and being foiled alſo in this 
ſecond attempt, I put it again two days afterwards, 
and got an anſwer, ſuch as it was. 

Part of his anſwer, to this queſtion of the Court's, 
is left out; he ſaid, — I really think the queſtion is 
too extenſive for me to anſwer ;* 
have ſtopped ; the Court joining in with him imme- 
diately, At length, after ſome ſtruggling, I got out 
out what appears on the Minutes. 5 
The next queſtion was from the Court: — Was 
© not the difference between Major Browne and the 
Priſoner, if any, perſonal, and not Regimental ?* 
I think this is a leading queſtion, if ever there was 
one. But I ſhould not think of mentioning it at a 
time when they actually put words into his mouth, 
was it not merely from a point of curioſity z for you 
will find the ſecond queſtion from this, being one 
alked by me, was cenſured as leading. However,; 
the principal uſe of this queſtion was to prevent miſ- 
takes ; for, as they found I was determined to prefs 
him cloſs upon the head of party, they were afraid he 
might pop out the truth incautiouſly, and by way of 
putting him effectually on his guard, told him to 


premiſe; that the difference, if any at all, which was 


certainly a very doubtful matter, between Captam 


Hedges and me, was perſonal, and not Regimental; 


Major Sladden very obediently, yet not without pro- 
per caution, ſaid, © He looked on it as perſonal.” 

] then came in ;—* As you have called the differ- 
* ence perſonal, ſtate what it was, and if you know 
© what it proceeded from?“ ö 5 8 
« Major Sladden finding he was ſure of the Court, 
ſaid.—“ I ſubmit to the Court, whether I ſhould an- 
ſwer that queſtion or not.“ 8 
Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, — You may anſwer it or 
© not, juſt as you pleaſe,”. _ IDs 
&« Judge Advocate, — If it does not criminate your- 
© ſelf, you muſt anſwer it; it is a very fair queſtion, 
© and one that the Witneſs ought to anſwer. “. 
Major Sladden,—* I knew there was a difference, 
© but really do ndt recollect what it proceeded from. 
& I then lightly aſked, if that was a ſufficient an- 
ſwer? — 

Different Members of the Court, —“ Yes, it is; 
© I do not know what anſwer he can give. It is im- 
© poſſible to recollect every thing.” e | 
Major Sladden,—* I do not keep a 
« theſe things in my head.“ 
„Captain Smith, — To be ſure 
© it poſſible ?? | 

I now aſked the fifth queſtion, —* Did not you, in 
© the county of Kerry, repeatedly warn Adjutant Stewart 
© and En/ign Heard, to beware of the Priſoner, and his 
© party ?* The Court immediately objeRed to his an- 


journal of all 


you do not ; how is 


ſwering this queſtion, ſaying, it was an improper 


© queſtion ;3* or words nearly to that purport. The 
Judge Advocate interfered by obſerving, it would 
be very unfair to preclude the Proſecutor from 
judging of his own queſtions. Lieutenant Colonel 
Forſter replied, in a tone of diſcontent, © Let it go on 
© then.” Major Sladden accordingly gave his uſual 
anſwer. 8 X 
„I] now attempted, a ſecond time, the queſtion that 
had been over- ruled, — Did you not tell me p 
a « 6+, 


and here he would 
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te « board. the Tranſport, Kc. &c.* The Court had 


& now diſcovered a new way of getting rid of it, and 
& called it a leading queſtion, If fo, it was certainly 
©« much inferior to their own ſpecimen that I have juſt 
Kt mentioned; but, I believe, if it is termed leading, 
c eyery croſs- queſtion ever put to a Witneſs, may come 
« under the ſame denomination. They then, after 
© much deſultory converſation, directed it to be put, 
& as appears by the ſixth queſtion on the Minutes of 
« the Court. | | i 2 
« The queſtion ſtill remaining, notwithſtanding their 
dc alteration, too home for the Witneſs's preſence of 
% mind to evade immediately, he objected to it, as pri- 
« vate converſation; in which the 33 immediately 
« joined, and the ben enſued: : 
&« Judge Alyocate,—* That is no reaſon why it 
&« «© ſhould not be anſwered.” | 
« Captain Hamilton, — He may anſwer it.“ 
« Judge Advocate, —“ He muſt anſwer it, or ſub- 
tc © mit his objections to the judgement of the Court.” 
« Captain Smith, —* If I was Major Sladden, I would 
« © not anſwer it.“ 


&« Major Sladden,—* My memory is very bad at all 


tc times; but I no not recollect any thing that would 
« «© criminate.myſelt.” | ; 
% The Court then cleared; and being opened again, 
&« Major Sladden was directed to anſwer the queſtion. 
«« He then made that extraordinary anſwer, (the falſity 
« of which is evident from Captain Wilkinſon's own 
<« teftimony,) which brought on the circumſtance that 
 « caufed my arreſt. . Before I procecd to that, I ſhall 
« trouble you with obſerving, that two days afterwards, 
I put this diſputed queſtion once more in my own 
„ way, and he anſwered,— I do not recolle& that I 
« did.“ The recovery of his memory before this Court, 
« depoſing to matters of a much more diſtant period, 
« tending to my crimination, is ſingularly fortunate, 
« though perhaps he may not derive the advantages 
« he expects from ſo convenient a recollection. 
« As ſoon as Major Sladden had delivered his anſwer 
« about Captain I/ilkinſ,n's being *a-naſly fellow,” the 
„Court began to remonſtrate very earneſtly with me on 
« the ſubject; but as a circumſtance which happened 
© on the third of February, on my croſs examination, 
« js referred to, I will now ſtate it at large, having 
«purpoſely omitted it in that day's tranſactions, in or- 
« der to bring it into view with the preſent, 
“ Captain Hedges had aſked me, Whether I did not 
« apologize in Public Orders, to Captain Wilkinſon, 
«<< © and take him out of arigſt?*—To this I anſwered, 
«« The Orders will ſhew that; and which were not 
« © given out till ſuch time as Captain I/ilkin/on aſſured 
- «« © me that he never meant to diſobey my Orders; but, 
* on the contrary, would have inſtantly complied 
« © with them, had they been delivered to him by Ad- 
« © jutant Stewart, as I had directed; and being deter- 
«« © mined alſo not to let him ſuffer, knowing he was 
« © the tool of another perſon.” . This anſwer I looked 
.<< upon myſelf obliged, dy the tenor of my oath, to give, 
< as being a material part of the truth; and the Queſ- 
t tion could not have been anſwered fully without it. 
The Court began inſtantly to expoſtulate with me 
„ about making ſuch an anſwer, as it was very indeli- 
e cate to Captain Wilkinſon, to introduce him to his 
„„ Majeſty in ſo contemptible a manner. I anſwered, 
ce the blame was with Captain Hedges, for aſking the 
« queſtion. He ſaid it was my fault—that he did not 


« want the queſtion anſwered in that way, only I choſe 


& to do it. The Court wanted the Queſtion and An- 
« ſwer withdrawn. Captain Hedges ſaid he was very 
c willing—both from the ſame motive—becauſe they 
„„ found I was able to give good reaſons for my con- 
« duct; and J alſo, from the ſame motive, would not 
« conſent to its withdrawal. The Court ſaid jt could 
« anſwer no one end but to make Captain Wilkinſon ap- 
« pear ridiculous, I anſwered, that if that was all the 
« objeCtion, I freely admitted it; and I fancied he 
« would appear ſtil] more ridiculous before the cloſe of 
& the proceedings :—alluding to his croſs- examination. 

« Now this ſame Court, that were ſo delicate with 
« reſpect to Captain Wilkinſon, poſſeſſed none at all for 
« Surgeon Dillon, Adjutant Stewart, or any of the Wit- 
neſles in ſupport of the Proſecution ; neither did their 
«© humanity or delicacy appear. very obvious when ca- 
« ricaturing Lieutenant Mahon, while under examina- 
tion at their bar. | | 


« In this firſt inſtance, T was the Anſwerer, not the 
Queſtioner: the expoſtulation was directed ſolely to 


„ me. I was in the fault for giving the anſwer ;— 
* though I hope it is clear I could give no other, con- 


* ſiſtent with my oath, or ſufficient to clear away the 


cc 


59 


46. inſinuation againſt my condud, conveyed by the queſ- 85 


© tion. 


finiſhed his anſwer, the Court began to expoſtulate 
with me very warmly, on the ridicuſous light in which 
I had placed Capain Wilkinſon, by atking that queſ- 

tion, I declared repeatedly on my hohour, and my 
oath, Captain Wilkinſon was not in my thoughts ;— 
that had it been put as I propoſed it, Captain Wilkin- 


0 


La 


now foſe, and ſpeaking with a moſt inſulting ſneer, 
ſaid, * He ſaw clearly my reaſon for aſking the queſ- 
tion; very early in the trial, Major Browne had ſaid; 
© he was glad Captain Wilkinſon appeared ridiculous 
and he hoped to fee him appear more fo in the courſe 
of the proceedings. His intention is now nothing 
* elſe than to make Captain Wilkinſon appear as ridi- 
© culous as he ſaid he hoped he would.” | 


* 
A 


Lad 
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ly, * I make no doubt Lieutenant Urquhart will for- 
get no circumſtance that can criminate me. — 
Though I ſhall. not trouble this Court with reciting 
the inſtances of this Gentleman's extraordinary con- 
duct, previous to the Court Martial; —Burſting into 
my houſe, while employed with ſeveral Officers of the 
Regiment under my Command, and demanding, with 
Lieutenant Lockhart, another of the Members, my de- 
livering up my Sword; and treating me in the moſt 
diſteſpectful and unwarrantable manner—making uſe 
of the moſt extraordinary expreſſions concerning me, 
even to the Soldiers of the Regiment, But I ſhall 
wave all theſe circumſtances, and truſt it will appear 
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ed me in making uſe of a much harſher expreſſion. 
I mult alſo remark, had Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
been pleaſed to read with a little more attention, my 


A £6 
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tial, he would find there, this expreſſion fully admit- 
ted; to prove which he has been examining evi- 
* dences before this Court for the ſpace of ten days. 
In the firſt inſtance, when I was charged with 
wiſhing to place Captain Wilkinſon in a ridiculous light, 
I was, as already remarked, the Anſwerer; in this 
I was the Queſtioner; or more properly neither the 
one nor the other-—yet I alone was culpable. When 
& introduced Captain Wilkinſon in my anſwer, there 


Sa a> 
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was no avoiding it, for the queſtion was about him 
it named him. When I was the Queſtioner, Captain 
Ililkinſen had not only no more to do in it than the 


A 
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* Man in the Moon, and was as far from my thoughts; 
© but if my own queſtion had been put, as it was two 
© days afterwards, it would have been impoſlible to 
« have lugged in his name; for there were in nature 
«© but three ways of anſwering it—Yes, or No—or Ma- 
or Sladden's favourite way] do not recolle&,* - 
«© The Court very judiciouſly commence their Report 
& of the circumſtances that cauſed me, to be put under 
e arreſt, with Lieutenant Urquhart's ſpeech, ingeniouſly 
© new modelled for the occalion, and ſtript of all prece- 
c dent.circumſtances whatever, which muſt plezd my 
“ excuſe for thus treſpaſſing on your indulgence. 


Lad 
Lad 


* Their comment upon their letter to General Shirley 


cc js curious. They ſay, it will be perceived that the 
Court wiſhed if poſſible to paſs over this affair, by ſug- 
ce geſting, that an Apology from me would put an end 
« toit, The force of this remark of theirs will appear 
« very ſtriking, and their moderation in this inſtance 


e very conſpicuous, when I mention, that the firſt view, 


© or knowledge I had of that letter, was from the com- 


© munication of the Secretary at War, after my arrival 


« in England. 


„Iwill prove, however, as they have ſtated in their 


ce letter to General Shirley, that I acted contrary to the 
Articles of War, by contemning the authority of their 


&« Court, to put me under arreſt, that I could not be 
6 criminal, as I never opened my lips till after the Court 


& was adjourned and it will be ſeen on their own Mi- 
4 nutes, that the Reſolution, ordering me into arreſt, 
ce and their adjournment, follow immediately. But a 
% more ſubſtantial reaſon, and one I humbly apprehend 
they cannot get over; had it not been fo, would they 


not have inſerted it on their proceedings? I] do not 


© however conccive it a point of much moment, further 


c than to mark the ſhifts they are driven to, in their 
&« virulence apainſt me. 7 
The afternoon and evening of this day were princi- 


&« pally ſpent in conſulting with my friends on the line 


« of conduct molt proper tor me to purſue, now I was 


C under arreſt—ſome, among whom was my Counſel, 
| J for 


fon could not have been mentioned; and utterly denied 
having ever ſaid any ſuch words as Major Sladden had 
depoſed. Lieutenant Urquhart, however, not ſatisfied, 


When this ſpeech was finiſhed, I replied very cool- 


that his conduct, even on this occaſion, 1 


Narrative of the conduct of the Antigua Court Mar- 


= 


&* To return to Major Sladden —as ſoon as he had 


bo 


& for on the firſt day of the trial I found it impoſſible to 
© contend againſt the Court without ſuch aſſiſtance, 
<« adviſed me not to attempt carrying on the Proſecution 
« any longer, but —5 to withdraw myſelf, and 


leave it to the Judge Advocate; but if I did not chuſe 


<« that, in the firſt inſtance to preſent, at leaſt, the 
4 Court with a paper, containing a formal demand to 
© be allowed to proceed with my Proſecution at large, 
conſonant to the known regulations which take place 
in Courts of Juſtice; and with reſpect to the exami- 
nation of Witneſſes in particular, agreeable to the 
eſtabliſhed rules of evidence; and in caſe they would 
«© not ſuffer ſuch a paper to be read, or appear on their 
Minutes, then decline farther Proſecution :—others 
© adviſed me, at no events to withdraw from the Proſe- 
cution; but endeavour, by remonſtrating with the 
& Court, to point out the illegality and cruelty of their 
conduct. To this laſt opinion I inclined ; and on go- 
ing into Court the next morning, begged leave to ad- 
<« dreſs them, which being granted, I pointed out with 
& decency, but firmneſs, ſome. parts of the conduct I 
<< have already related, in ſuch language as I conceived 
then, and ſtill think, was not diſreſpectful. 


This appears corroborated by the Evidences pro- 


« duced by the Proſecutor ; not one of them venturing 
<« to aſſert that I made uſe of any diſreſpectful expreſ- 
« fjons to the Court on this occaſion ; and further de- 
<« claring, that had I done fo, they muſt have recollected 
„ jt. During the early part of this trial, it ſeemed ſur- 
„ priſing that I had not remonſtrated, when ſuffering 
* the treatment that the very Evidences for the Proſe- 
„% cutor depoſed. To this i ſhall only anſwer, that 
during every of the trial, I remonſtrated as ear- 
« neſtly as I dared; — knowing well Lieutenant Colonel 
„ Forfter, and his Court, only ſought a colourable pre- 
text to arreſt me. That I appeared diſſatisfied 
throughout the trial, all the Evidences admit. 

I had ſcarcely delivered five ſentences, when the 
cc Prefident called out, Stop, Sir;” and then the dif- 


<« ferent Members noted down what I had ſaid. On 


< the Preſident deſiring me to proceed again, I replied, 
I ſhould deliver the remainder of my addreſs, word 
for word, that the Court might have every opportu- 
« nity of taking it down. To this the Preſident an- 
c ſwered, © Very well, Sir; very well;' in a kind of 
se threatening- manner. Upon this I proceeded, and 
had hardly delivered as many ſentences as before, 
when the Court interrupted me, and cleared. On 
opening again, they deſired me to deliver the paper 
to which I occaſionally referred, to the Judge Advo- 
cate; which I refuſed, declaring, © I was ready to 
proceed in my addreſs, which they might inſert on 
« © their proceedings; but as they uniformly declared 
© nothing ſhould appear on their Minutes but what 
© they liked, I now in return muſt declare, I would 
© in future give them no paper of mine but what I 
s liked.” On this the Court cleared again, and ad- 
« journed till the next day, when they read to me a 

Reſolution, © That they would report my conduct 
© to the King. You are therefore to conſider yourſelf 
© under an arreſt, by order of the Court, until his 
* Majeſty's pleaſure is known; and you may now go 
© on with the Proſecution.” 
It is with ſurpriſe I read, in their repreſentation 
eto the King, an aſſertion of my having aſked their 
<< permiſſion to give in the paper from which I ſpoke 
© to the Judge Advocate, Now I declare, no ſuch 
circumſtance ever paſſed, That I did not pull out 
„ my paper, and which only contained notes, till I 


had firſt obtained their permiſſion to addreſs them. 


« And = will obſerve, on the firſt interruption I re- 
. « ceived, they made every appearance of noting down 
© what I ſaid. Could this then have happened, had I 
&© promiſed I ſhou]d deliver it to the Judge Advocate? 
* Having noticed Captain Hedges's mode of expreſ- 
* fion, when he thought proper, juſt previous to my 
<< arreſt, to threaten me with a trial, they have given 
« it a term, which I ſhall prove to be wide from the 
truth. Colonel Forfler told me, when I was alludin 
to Captain Hedges's expreſſions, that he had enquire 
what they were, and fo far from being reprehenſible, 
they were highly for the honour of both of us. This 
sis a third explanation, as inconſiſtent with that of 
« the Court themſelves as with mine; but if not evi- 
% dcntly improper, why immediately take them down? 
As to his being ſtopped, and told the impropriety of 


„talking in ſuch a manner by the Court, or any Mem- 


«© ber of the Court, I deny it. 
They next add, that the Preſident prepared a pa- 
per, the contents of which was to reprove Captain 
Hedges for making any irregular or impropet obſer- 


4 


„ proceed from error. 


„ fions you will draw from ſuch premiſes, 
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cc yations, &c. It is a pity they did not tell the Se- 
c cretary at War what became of this paper after it 
«© was prepared—W ho ſaw it—who heard it—where is 


it to be met with ? One thing is rather extraordinary, 


ec that the Preſident ſhould prepare a paper, reproving 
& Captain Hedges for expreſſions, which he informed me 
« a day of two after, were equally for his honour and 
© mine. They admit in the lame ſentence, that Captain 
% Hedges, as well as myſelf, was too apt to give vent 
&« to irregular and improper obſervations.—I would aſk, 
&« where any cenſure is to be found paſſed on this con- 


&« duct in him But if it is aſked, where their cenſures 


cc on me are to be found ?—I anſwer, in almoſt every 
„ ſheet of their proceedings. : ANT 
They truſt, with confidence, that his Majeſty, on 
“ peruſing the trial, will ſee they have conducted it 
c with the ſtricteſt impartiality. Why did wy not 
« add, becaufe we uniformly reſolved, nothing ſhould 
«© appear on it but what we liked? | 
% They, a ſecond time, give as a reaſon for my con- 
© duct, that by acting in this violent manner, I might 


c be ſuppoſed leſs culpable than otherwiſe I would be, 


for having exhibited ſuch ſerious charges againſt a 


Captain under my command, without proper foun- 


% dation, They therefore now ſeem to think his vindi- 
e cation, and my crimination, one and the ſame thing. 
4 Yet, whenever I propoſed a queition to my own 
&« vindication, they refuſed its inſertion, ſaying, * We 


„gare not trying you, Sir;“—a mode of expreſſion 


highly reſpectful from a Court, compoſed equally of 
„Captains and Subalterns, to a Field Officer Som- 
© manding a Regiment. Thus I was to be criminated 
« without a trial, — a mode of juſtice Lieutenant Colonel 
&« Forſter and his Court kept conſtantly in their eye. 
„gut as they themſelves told me, in a former itage of 
c the trial, that no Commanding Officer could act in 
& any other manner than I had done, from the informa- 
&© tion I had received, that my Witneſſes only were to 
“ blame, I am not a little ſurpriſed at their objection 
« of my being culpable in cale Captain Hedges was in- 
nocent. i 
«© Now, Sir, having heard the reaſon the Court aſ- 
&« ſign for my behaviour, I ſhall trouble you with thoſe 
<« I think neceſſary to advance for myſelf, as it is not 
C“ uncharitable to ſuppoſe, they have not laboured much 
6 to find a good one for me. | 

&« T ſhall bring proof to authenticate, that ſo far from 
ce being inclined to ſuſpect their integrity, that even on 
« the concluſion of the Proſecution, 1 have;argued, not- 
<« withſtanding their knocking off Adjutant Stewart, 
« with the long train of et ceteras, yet all this might 
They lived ſo much with Cap- 
© tain Hedges, and his friends, they heard only his 
« ſtory. They therefore might ſuppoſe every circum- 
ce ſtance that did not tally with ſuch information, falſe. 
© They were fo prejudiced, it was impoſſible for them 
« to 200 impartially, though they might mean it. How- 
tc ever, they had poſitively promiſed me, the Evidences 
jn ſupport of the Defence ſhould be treated in the 
« ſame manner as thoſe for the Proſecution had been. 
If they adhered to this, the Priſoner's guilt muſt ap- 
tc pear. Their conduct therefore to his Witneſles only 
© ſhould finally decide me, | | 

© This does not appear like haſtineſs or raſhneſs, and 
« IJ truſt, after this their treatment of me, and the Evi- 
*« dences for the Proſecution, together with the con- 
«© duct of Lieutenant Urquhart, for replying to whom J 


« was ordered into arreſt, contraſted with their manner 


«© of examining Major Sladden, ſufficiently warranted 
« my remonſtrating loudly againſt ſuch treatment. 
After avowing the ſtrictneſs and impartiality of 
« their inveſtigation, the Report goes on a ſecond time 
to ſay it is worthy of obſervation, that when I made 


„what they call my attack upon their integrity, the 


“ Priſoner's firſt Witneſs only was under examination. 
Here, for once, we agree. It is indeed fo very wor- 
« thy of obſervation, that this double memento was 
not wanted to make me remember it. I very readi! 

e grant the problem founded upon it. I muſt have 
« been very mad indeed, if I acted without cauſe, be- 
*© cauſe ſuch vehement effects, /o extraordinary, unjuſt, 
„ unheara of, and unwarrantable, could not have been pro- 
% duced by common cauſes, If therefore mad, there 
« is an end of the preſent trial, for I cannot be cul- 
© pable. If, on the other hand, fooliſh, my behaviour 
* would probably have been more inoffenſive. But if 
& in the perfect and free enjoyment of my ſenſes, which 
is the only ſtate of mind wherein I could perform 
«© ſuch actions, and be at the ſame time amenable for 
„them to juſtice, I moſt chearfully wait the conclu- 
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& Tn their next ſentence, containing a very hand- 
ſome panegyric on themſelves, they blame me for 


condemning their conduct, without waiting to know | 


their opinion, and his Majeſty's deciſion on the equity 
of their proceedings. 8 # 
« As to not waiting for his Majeſty's deciſion on their 
proceedings, before- I formed my own, I certainly 
may be very criminal. I hope I poſſeſs as dutiful a 
regard to my Sovereign, as any Officer who bears 
his commiſſion. But as his Majeſty was, unfortu- 
nately for me, three or four thouſand miles off, and as 
it probably would be five or fix weeks before he heard 


ſuch a Court was even in exiſtence, I flatter myſelf. 


my raſhneſs will be excuſed. 35 

id 
not wait for their opinion. If I read it right, it is 
connected with the reſt of the ſentence, and means, 


that I was alſo to wait for their opinion on the equity 


probably mean by opi- 


of their proceedings ; but oy — pen 1 
confeſs, I would nev 


nion their final judgment, 
have been ſo raſh 

nion, or final deciſion, though I do not think it any 
proof of wonderful ſagacity if I gueſſed'theirs ; and 
it, will remain for the evidence I ſhall produce to ſhew, 
whether this gueſs was occaſioned by any conſciouſ- 
neſs of the weak grounds on which my Proſecution 
reſted, or from the extraordinary behaviour of the 
« But, Sir, it was their conduct I fo loudly called in 
queſtion, equally injurious to me, either in, the con- 
demnation or acquittal of Captain Hedges, While on 
the contrary, had they-given me a fair, candid, and 
impartial hearing, and by that means let my conduct, 
and the Priſoner's, appear before my gracious Sove- 


reign, and the world, in their real colours, I ſhould 


never have cared or troubled myſelf about their ſen- 
tence. By their ſentence they could only injure 
themſelves, not me, | A 

In their next paragraph they aſſume great merit, 
for not inflifting any direct puniſhment, left I ſhould 
hold myſelf out more aggrieved ; they therefore de- 
fire it may be remarked, as an inſtance of their lenity 
and moderation, that they only came to a Reſolution 


that I ſhould remain in arreſt till his Majeſty's plea- 


ſure was known. LS. 

J have now gone, ſentence by ſentence, through 
the Report, and if I have neglected to notice any ma- 
terial circumſtance, I am ſure it is not with.a view to 


evaſion, but either from inadvertence, or the confuſion 


produced by ſo much ſophiſtry and N . 
„On Friday, February the 24th, the Court, on 
opening, read to me their mild Reſolution, which 
has occaſioned my remaining under arreſt to them now 
upwards of eighteen months. | $ 

«© This was a good opportunity for me, after ſuch 
violent conduct on their part, to urge again, the ſame 
treatment might be obſerved to the Evidences on the 
Defence, as thoſe for the Proſecution. 
formed them, notwithſtanding their Reſolutions, the 
Priſoner drove Major Sladden in a carriage that day 
to the Court, though under examination at the time. 
They ſeemed greatly at a loſs how to act for ſome 
minutes; but it would have been too bare- faced juſt 
after the above Reſolution. They therefore cleared, 
and reluctantly formed and read a cenſure to the Pri- 
ſoner on ſuch conduct. | | 
„It was immediately after this that Lieutenant Ur- 


* guhart attacked me in the manner ſtated in my Nar- 


rative; and I grant, that when the Court poſitively 
and peremptorily refuſed to notice Lieutenant Urqu- 
hart's conduct, or protect me from ſuch unparalleled 
inſults, it was my dernier reſort then to addreſs them 
in the manner ſtated by Mr. Lyons, when re-examined 


by the Proſecutor ; and I truſt I ſhall not appear cri- 


minal in poſſeſſing the feelings that every Man of 


Honour muſt have evinced under the preſſure of ſuch 


ſcurrility. _ RY 
I then renewed my croſs-examination of Major 
Sladden. When I came to the laſt queſtion I pro- 


poſed to that Witneſs, the Judge Advocate appears 


on the Minutes to be giving me a very friendly cau- 


tion. This I muſt explain.—As ſoon as I aſked the 
queſtion, the Court not ſeeing immediately any other 
way to get rid of it, ſuggeſted it would injure my- 
I ſaid, if that was all, I would ſtand the con- 
ſequence, The Court was then cleared, and on my 
entering again, the Preſident told me, the Judge Ad- 
vocate would read me a paper cautioning againſt the 
miſchief I might bring upon myſelf. To which ſome 
of the Members added, * It's the Judge Advocate's 
own; it's nothing to us. Thus they were conſcious 


as to blame any Court for their opi- 


I then in- 
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they had ſhewn themſelves ſo decided againſt me; 


that it was impoſſible for me to imagine t 
me a good office. | TRY, 
Il then defired to conclude with this extraordinary | 
Witneſs in the manner ſtated on the proceedings, — 
This was violently refuſed from all parts of the table, 
till the Judge Advocate roſe, and declared I had an 
equal right with the Priſoner, whoſe objections were 
ſtated in the caſe of Surgeon Dillon, and that there- 
fore I had a right to enter mine in the caſe of Major 
Sladden in like manner; which was at length ad- 
mitted. | 

„ When I aſked Captain Wilkinſon, the third Witneſs © 
produced by Captain Hedges, what reaſon he had for 
ſaying all the Iriſh buſineſs had been already can- 
vaſſed by the Court, Lieutenant Urquhart initantly | 
threw in a queſtion by way of turning the ſubject; 
but as ſoon as that was anſwered, I renewed it. 
When at length I aſked him, for | was forced to put 
a direct queſtion, Whether any Officer had told him 
what paſled in Court? he heſitated, and looked round 


ey meant 


or ſome time, that he might get a hint what anſwer 
to make. The Members had too much feeling, not 
to relieve him from his perplexity. Captain Cuther- 
land ſaid, * He durſt ſay many Officers had; there 
+ was no harm ih it; he himſelf had gone up to the 
Barracks, and ſpoke of it ſoon after it happened. 
Lieutenant Lockhart, and Lieutenant Urquhart, alſo 
avowing ſimilar conduct; and almoſt every Membet 
declaring there was nothing improper, he at length 
— out the anſwer that appears on the Minutes. 


The terms in which Lieutenant Urquhart made his 


confeſſion, deſerve to be remembered. Laughing, 
and dipping his pen in the ink—* I did; for I took 
© him by the hand and ſaid, How do you do, my 
© nafly fellow, Wilkinſon; for Major Browne called you 
© ſo to-day.— Any further remark on this Gentle- 
man's conduct 1 conceive unneceſſary. 

«© The Priſoner cloſed his Defence with the exami- 


nation of Serjeant Emmerſon, and Corporal Aickman, 


though they were permitted to remain in Court, 
during the firſt eight or nine days of the trial. 

© The previous reſolution of the Court, reſpecting 
my Reply, permitting me to advance matters to vine 
dicate myſclf, is no bad ſpecimen of equivocation. 
While none of their preventions are viſible, there 
this ſtands as a mark of candour. But if it was theit 
ſerious and juſt intention, that I ſhould go into the 
world with every poſſible juſtification, why not let 
me croſs-examine at once, when the Witneſſes were 
unprepared, and every thing freſh in my memory, 
inſtead of forcing me to recollect, in the ſhort ſpace 
of a few hours, all the contradictions and weak points 
that had occurred in a trial of thirty days? But, not- 
withſtanding, I went into the Court the next morn- 
ing with my Reply, in which I fully anſwered the 
moſt material of the Priſoner's numerous arguments, 
conſidering I had only my recollection to depend upon, 
and that the ſhortneſs of the period granted me 
would not admit of much conſideration ;—yet, Sir, 
from the fear with which the Court received it, you 
would have ſuppoſed their life depended on the 
conteſt, When 1 was going to proceed in delivering 
— Reply, the Preſident ſtopped me, deſiring me to 
take care what I ſaid, I then attempted to begin 
a ſecond time, but was interrupted by the Court, 
declaring I ſhould not read my Reply. I anſwered, 
the Priſoner was allowed to read his Defence, and, 
therefore, I conſidered myſelf entitled to equal juſ- 
tice ; but that it was torally immaterial to me, as I 
ſhould only be more copious, if I delivered my refu- 
tation from memory. The Court continued to heſi- 
tate, and ſtare at each other, although the Preſident 
ordered the Court to be cleared ; requeſting of me, 
at the ſame time, with much apparent kindneſs, that 
I would leave my written Reply on the table, that 
the Court might look it over privately, and point 
out what matters they would allow me to go into; 


and ſuch parts as they would not let appear, _ 


would inform me of, when opened again, This 

poſitively refuſed, in the ſame manner as I did in the 
caſe of my Proteſt. On which the Preſident ſaid, in 
a moſt threatening manner, —“ Very well, Sir, very 
© well; clear the Court.“ They continued a long 
time deliberating, when at length they opened, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler told me, The Court per- 


- * mitted me to enter on my Reply; but to recollect, 


© they would allow no 2 to appear on their Mi- 

n this I proceeded accord- 
ingly. But I could ſcarcely read a page without ſeveral 
interruptions ; and I have been obliged to read a ſen- 
6 R „ tence 


64 
te tence half a dozen times over, and anfwer the ſame | 


cavil every time. At lengt 
ceeded to the examination of evidence. 
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bers of the Members, it was uſeleſs to preſs him 


h I finiſhed, and pro- 


« On Lieutenant Aabon's being called, you find a 
long preamble, tending to weaken his evidence 
ainft Major Sladden, from bis having been in the 
rt when the ſubject was mentioned. The Court's 
over-ruling this objection, ſtands on the face of their 
occedings as a mark of their candour. But, when 
Finform ou that Lieutenant Caſiy was preſent duting 
Serjeant Emmerſon's examination, and that both the 
Grenadier Serjeants were preſent the eight or nine 
firſt days of the Court's fitting, and when you have 
ſearched their proceedings in vain to find a note of 
theſe inſtances, or the ſlighteſt comment upon them, 
I am inclined to think, that what you read concern- 
ing Lieutenant Mahon, will no longer remain a pre- 
ſumption for their candour, but ſtand inconteſtible 
proof of their partiality. 
When I had gone through the evidence in ſupport 
of my Reply, I deſired leave to conclude, as expreſſed 
on the Minutes. In this I was violently oppoſed, 
till the Judge Advocate was obliged to interfere 
with ſome warmth, ſaying, that he never underſtood 
a Proſecutor was to have one meaſure of juſtice, and 
a Priſoner another. They then received it with their 
uſual negligence, and, to my great ſurpriſe, with 
only exe interruption, which happened upon this oc- 
caſion—l ſaid, it was the practice in Courts of Juſ- 


+ tice, to leave the Proſecutor the laſt word. Captain 


Urgubart, with a laudable jealouſy for their honour, 
ſaid, in Courts of Law, Major Brawne ; we are a 
Court of Juſtice.” Without diſputing the aſſer- 
tion, or attempting to ſettle whether they had leaſt 
Law, or leaſt Juſtice, I immediately acquieſced, and 
made the akeration. 


When I had finiſhed, the Judge Advocate began 


to read Captain Hedges's Rejoinder. Every ſymptom 
of wearineſs and diſguſt now vaniſhed from the 
countenance and behaviour of each Member of the 
Court, who all ſeemed to draw renovated ſpirits, 
and freſh attention from every word that was ut- 
tered. . 

In this varied manner, the Court, whoſe conduct 
I have been delineating without exaggeration, heard 
the merits of the two Parties before them ; as far, I 
mean, as they thought proper to hear at all; and 
after ſuch a hearing, they judged. How juſtly they 
did, or how juſtly they could, is not for me to de- 
termine. 

« The Court then adjourned on this day, Saturday, 
March the fourth, the proceedings on both ſides be- 
ing finally cloſed ; but they did not lay their ſen- 


tence befare Adajor General Shirley, till Friday, 


March the ſeventeenth. | | 


„ During this period it tranſpired, that I had ob- 
taincd the Commander in Chief's leave to return to 


Europe. Words cannot deſcribe the aſtoniſhment 
this information cauſed among the Members of the 
Court Martial; for, on ordering me into arreſt, they 
conceived I muſt remain in the Iſland till the King's 
pleaſure was known. Conſultations were now daily 
held, on what ſteps were molt likely to counteract m 
taking advantage of the only ray of hope they had left 
me. Lieutenant Colonel For/ter, Captain Hedges, Major 
Sladden, the Members of the Court Martial, and all 
the Cabal, aſſiſted; and, I am induced to believe, 
Captain Hedges's Charges were the production of 
theſe deliberations. Letters were daily diſpatched 
from Lieutenant Colonel Forfler to the Commander in 
Chief. At length, on Saturday night, the eighteenth 
of March, Major General Shirley's approbation, and 
their ſentence, was made public, 

« Every matter being properly prepared, previous 
thereto, that is, Captain Hedges's Letter and Charges 


to Major Sladden; Major Sladden's to Lieutenant Co- 


lonel Farfler ; and Lieutenant Colonel Forſter's to the 
the Commander in Chief, the whole was diſpatch- 
ed in due form, early the next morning, and to 
make all ſure, Captain Hedges, with Major Sladden, 
followed. Yet even this proved ineffectual; the 
General was reſolute ;—till at length, irritated at 


their urging him to countermand his own orders, he 


uttered, in the true ſpirit of a mind ſpurning at ſuch 
unexampled oppreſſion, — Is it knock a man down, 
and keep him ſo:—No; I have given Major 
© Browne leave to return to Europe, and I will not 


© revoke it; you may follow him if you like,” 


« [| have alſo underſtood, the General told num- 
fur- 
2 . 
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% ther on the ſubject, If they had acted right, they 
had nothing to fear; if they had not done ſo, they 
&* ſhould not make him take a part in the buſineſs. 

«© During the time Captain Hedges and Major Sladden 
« were at General Shirley's, Lieutenant Urquhart was 


ce baranguing the populace at Gabs's Tavern, on the 


«© impoſhbility of the Commander in Chief's per- 
© mitting me now to leave the Iſland. Nay, he even 
© went up to one of the Officers of the Antelope Packet, 
© and Jefired him to have his boat in readineſs to re- 
land Major Browne's baggage. 5 
* On the return of Captain Hedges and Major Slad- 
den, the Cabal conſoled themſelves by declaring, that 
Major Browne would either be diſmiſſed the Service, 
from the Report and Proceedings of the General Court 
* Martial, or elſe certainly ſent back to take his trial in 
the Meſi-Indies. They alſo declared, but with more 
« caution, that Major General Shirley's conduct would 
ebe highly cenſured on this occaſion, | 
The day following, Enjign Mainwaring 
me with the following letter: 


« NIR, Barracks, Antigua, 20th March, 1 736. 


6 I am commanded by his Excellency Major General 
& Sbirley, to ſend you a Copy of Crimes, exhibited by 
Captain Robert Hedges, of the 67th Regiment, againſt 


waited on 


© you, we 
& TI have the honour to be, &c, &c, Sc. 
| . SLADDEN, Major, 
(Cor v.) 


Captain, commanding 67th Regt. 
« Major Browne, 67th Regt. | 


« CRIMES exbibiud by CAPTAIN ROBERT 
« HEDGES againſt MAJOR JOHN BROWNE.” 


& Firſt, —Por Tyranny and Oppreſſion ; 
& Secondly, — or Cruelty, as Commanding Officer of the 
© 67th Regiment; | 2 
„ Thirdly, — For behaving in a ſcandalous, infamous manner, 
«© unbecoming the Character of an Officer and Gentle- 
& nan. 


(Signed) © ROBERT HEDGES, 
(A TRUE Corr.) „Captain, 67th Regime 
« F. M. Mainwaring, Enjign 67th Regt. 
„acting as Adjutant, OE 


< By this letter, you find Captain Hedges, the day 
* after his acquittal, preferring Charges againſt his 
«© Field Officer, in the very words my Witneſſes de- 
<< poſed he had uſed for the ſpace of two years, when 
e traducing my character, and, for which aſſertion, they 
were inſulted and knocked off; while, on the contra- 
ry, Captain Hedges's Witneſſes ſwore, * They never 
© heard him find the leaſt fault with me, as a Military 
Man, though, as a private Gentleman, they believed 
© he did not approve my conduct.“ I ſhall therefore 
only obſerve, that the violence of their animoſity | 
towards me, has made them act fo egregiouſly un- 
guarded, as to become the ſtrongeſt evidences againſt 


A 
A 


« themſelves. 


« On Tueſday, I waited on Major General Shirley 
&« to take leave; and at the ſame time handed him Ma- 
6 jor Sladden's letter. The General expreſſed much 
« ſurprize at his name being mentioned; declared it was 
* without his authority; that ſending thoſe' crimes 
« could only have been meant to inſult me; he having 
e poſitively told Captain Hedges and Major -Sladden, 
© the Sunday before, that I could not be under two 
© arreſts at the ſame time. 7 

&« This was now the third arreſt Lieutenant Colonel 
« Forſter, and the Cabal, had attempted to place me 
« under, during the ſpace of ſix weeks. | 

Lieutenant Colonel Forfler having urged to this Court, 


RE 


he only acted officially, I mult requeſt your indulgence 


& on this head for a moment, 
« Lieutenant Colonel Forſter commanded the 66th Re- 
giment, ſtationed on the Iſland of St. Vincents, and 
was ordered _—_— from thence to Antigua, as 
Preſident on Captain Hedges's Court Martial, Now, 
I appeal to this experienced tribunal, whether any 
further ſervice is expected from an Officer, while in 
ſuch a ſituation. I am well aware, in caſe of active 
ſervice, few Officers would ſhelter themſelves under 
ce this admiſſion ;—but ſurely the Officer who, in time 
of ſervice, would ſcorn ſuch protection, would, in 
« time of peace, gladly reſort to it, thereby avoiding 
© any officious interference in the diſputes: of another 
„Regiment, and in matters which might probably ceme 

before 
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te before the Court at which he preſided as Preſident. 


% But no ſuch delicacy operated in Lieutenant Colonel 


& Farſter's breaſt, He was one moment Prefident of the 


„ General Court Martial, — the next, Commanding . 
„Officer of the 07th Regiment; or to uſe his own_ 
« phraſe, of the Garriſon in fhort, every thing, and 


« any thing, that could give him an opportunity of ac- 
« quiring the applauſe of a party, formed by a Regi- 
e ment againſt their Field Officer; thereby eſpouſing a 
« cauſe that, if ſuceeſsſul, muſt finally have ſubverted 
, all diſcipline and ſubordination; and taking a part in 

44 a buſineſs which, from his rank and ſituation in the 
« ſervice, he at leaſt ought to have reprobated. | 
„ One forther remark, and then I ſhall cloſe this 
t very irkſome and painful buſineſs. The ſame packet 
<« that brought me home 2 Priſoner from Antigua, con- 
« veyed a letter to Sir Milliam Fawcett, the Adjutant 
« General, with a complaint from Lieutenant Colonel 
« Forfler, againſt the late Governor of St. Vincents, for 
detaching bim to Antigue, on Captain Hedges's trial, as 
ce the diſcipline of the both Regiment mult ſuffer ſo con- 
« ſiderably in the mean time from his abſence—a com- 
<« ment then on the proceedings of the Court Martial, 
« tawards me, becomes unnecetlary. 


„Ar. Preſident, aud Gentlemen of the Court, 
J have treſpaſſed indeed on your indulgence and pa- 


A 


« tience; but the magnitude of the queſtion will, 1 


<« truſt, fully excuſe me. You ſee an Olficer arraigned 
before you, unconſcious of any crime; whoſe con- 
4 ftant endeavours will, I hope, appear to have been 
« uniformly pointed to a faithful and juſt diſcharge of 
the duties attached to his ſituation and profeſſion; — 
© for executing which he has been inſulted beyond be- 
« lief—injured in his private circumſtances materially — 
« vilified and traduced in the groſſeſt and moſt unprece- 
„ dented manner—his character ſtigmatized for ſuch a 
length of time, without a poſſibility of exculpation 
« placed under arreſt for eighteen months, by a Court 
« equally compoſed of Captains and Subalterns—con- 


% demned and puniſhed in the moſt crue] manner, with- 


« out trial or hearing, and by a Court incompetent to 
% decide on the conduct of a Field Officer. It would 
« be.preſumption indeed in me, to point out. before this 
diſtinguiſhed Court, how far the ſervice is involved 
« in this conteſt ; nay, to uſe Lieutenant Colonel Forfler's 
“ expreſſion the very eſſence of diſcipline ; or how far 
« even, by the evidence produced by the Proſecutors, as 
« jt ſtands at preſent uncontradicted, they have adduced 
4 grounds to warrant ſuch violence and outrage. 
The correſpondence [I have laid before yau, rela- 
« tive to procuring the attendance, or even the depoſition 
« of Thomas Warner, Eſq. the Judge Advocate of the 
« Antigua Court Martial, will, I am induced to flatter 
% myfelf, remain a proof of the.candid manner in which 
«« ] meant to defend myſelf before this reſpectable 
Court. 
« When I remonſtrated againſt the repeated acts of 
injuſtice daily exhibited by the Antigua Court Mar- 
tial, it cannot appear wonderful that the Merchants 
« and Planters conceived my conduct improper ; and 
44 the Court, on all occaſions, right. Thirteen to 
&« One, were odds ſufficient to turn the ſcale ; - but I 
« feel confident, you, Gentlemen, will judge other- 
« wiſe. One circumſtance makes me more than confi- 
4c Jdent——when I appeared before the Autigua Court, I 
« conceived myſelf, in ſome degree, a judge of what a 
Court ought to.be-—the uniform conduct of this high- 
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« that occaſion has not deceived me.“ 


The Court then adjouraed till the morrow morning 
at ten o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, 5th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
Tux Court being met, purſuant to adjournment, 
WILLIAM GILBERT, Eſq. Counſellor at Law, 


at Antigua, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. Was he in the Iſland of Antigua, on the 15th of 
December 1785 ? x 

A. He was. : | 

2 At what time was Captain Hedges ordered under 
arreſt? 

A. He thinks it muſt have been about this period. 

Q. Did any Officers arrive in Antigua ſoon after- 
wards, to conſtitute a General Court Martial? 

A. On the day of the General Review, which he 


thinks was early in January, and ſome days before, he 


knows ſeveral Officers, whom he underſtood to haye 


ly diſtinguiſhed Court convinces me my judgement on | 
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come from Deminica, arrived for the purpoſe of being 


Members of a Court Martial, for the trial of Captain 


Hedges. The Witneſs was not perſonally acquainted 
with the Officers, but he underſtood from general con- 
verlation, they were Captain Hamilton of the Artillery ; 
Captain Ramſay, Lieutenanis Lockhart and Urquhart, and 


| Enfign Murray, of the 3oth Regiment. > 


Q. Had he opportunity of making any obſervati 
NEE to the — I theſe 9 relhet of 
Captain Hedges or Major Browne, previous to the Court 
Martial aflembling ? F by 

A. No part of their conduct came under his in- 


ſpection. 


Q. Was he in Court the firſt day of the aſſembling 
of the Court Martial? and if he was, will he be pleaſed 
to ſtate any obſervations he may have. made- relative to 
the — of Major Browne, and the Court ? | 

A. As far as it reſpects the behaviour of the Members 
of the Court Martial out of Court, he recollects nothing 
particular. When Major Browne began to read his 


Narrative, he was prevented by the Court from proceed- 


ing; firſt, upon the legal idea, that he ſhould not read 
his evidence, but might refer to Notes to refreſh his me- 


mory. After that, they objected to his taking ſo long a 


ſcope of time, as he attempted to give a detail of Captain 
Hedges's conduct ever ſince the period of a Court of 
Enquiry, which aſſembled in Dublin, for inveſtigating 
ſome points of Major Brawne's conduct. The Court 

Martial was cleared, and paſſed Reſolutions to that ef- 
fet; and Major Browne then remonſtrated—it would 
be totally impoſſible for him to convict the Priſoner - 
without taking that retroſpect, as many circumſtances 
had not come to his knowledge, at leaſt ſo as to enable 
him to prove them, till ſubſequent to the arrival in the 
Weſt Indies; or, as the Witneſs rather thinks, in Antigua; 
and one circumſtance in particular he had not heard till 
the laſt Friday—three days only preceding the trial.— 
There were beſides theſe, ſeveral interruptions, occaſi- 
oned by Major Browne's making more uſe of his written 


Narrative, than the Court Martial thought conſiſtent - 


with their Reſolution. And, in fine, he made no pro- 
greſs in his Proſecution that day. E 
Q. Does he recolle& any circumſtance relative to 
lopping off Charges which Major Browne had preferred 
againſt the Priſoner ? EE ID 
A. On a Memorial of the Priſoner, two Supplemental 
Charges were lopped off by the Court; as they held it 
not regular to give in Supplemental Charges; but aſ- 
ſigned, verbally, another reaſon to che Proſecutor, which 
was—that the two Supplemental Charges were ſuper- 
fluous, as the original Charges included the two laſt, 
Q: Did Major Browne ſeem ſatisfied ; or did he re- 
monſtrate againſt this meaſure ? | : 
A. He certainly was not ſatisfied with it ;—on the 
contrary, he objedted; but the Witneſs does not recol- 
led in what terms. | 
Q. When the Court interrupted Major Browne on 
that day, in what manner was it done? was it by the 
Preſident, or the Judge Advocate ? | | 
A. In great meaſure, by detached obſervations from 


the various Members who compoſed the Court; marked 


occaſionally with ſome impatience, but not with vio- 
lence or aſperity. | 

Q. Has Major Browne appeared remonſtrating, or 
engaged in argument, with ſeveral of the Members at 
the ſame time ? | | To OE 

A. He has. Major Browne's manner was full as im- 
patient at that time, as that of the Court. 

Q. When he has been interrupted, did the Members 
perſonally addreſs themſelves to Major Browne ? 

A. Often, It was generally in a ſtile of converſation ; 
ſometimes immediately addreſſed to Major Browne, and 
ſometimes indirectly. When Major Browne's croſs-ex- 
amination began, the Witneſs then took Notes, which 
he has now with him; and with permiſſion of the Court 
may, upon fome points, have recourſe to them to refreſh 
his memory. 

Q. Does he recolle&t Captain Hedges delivering in a 


Memorial on that day, requeſting an arreſt at large from 


the Court? 

A. He does recollect ſuch a Memorial. 
Q. Did Major Browne requeſt to be heard by the 
Court, on the occaſion ? TAs | 
A. He did, with ſome earneſtneſs. He wiſhed to have 
the Adjutant called, and the Surgeon ; and, as the Wit- 
neſs thinks, likewiſe wiſhed to be heard himſelf, on oath, 

in contradiction to the allegations in that Memorial. 
Q. Was he heard ? | 
A. No. ga 
Q. Was he in Court the ſecond day, when Major 
Browne addreſſed the Court, relative to En/ign Moy * 
e | „ hs wwe 


sis a fine 1 
the haſty manner in which Major Browne mentioned this 
to him, the Witneſs did not then underſtand it was a 
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A. When the Court was cleared, Major Browne in- 


formed the Witneſs, juſt as the Court was opening, he 


had been that moment informed of a report moſt injuri- 
ous to the character of ſeveral of his Witneſſes; that 
Surgeon Dillon had been heard to ſay to Lieutenant Greene, 
«© Now we have gone ſo far, we muſt go through with 
ce jt, Enfign Heard muſt be promoted. Lieutenant Mahon 

Jictle-fellow, and will ſwear any thing.” From 


Member of the Court from whom the report was ſaid to 
come. Major Browne was extremely warm, as he told 
it; declaring he ſhould mention it to the Court imme- 


diately. At that moment, before the Witneſs had time 


to argue the matter with Major Browne, or he time to 
reflect, the Court opened, and taking his place, before 


the Court could enter upon any buſineſs, he began much 


to this purport—** Mr. Preſident, a * [ under- 
&« ſtand, has gone abroad, which muſt fill every perſon 
« who hears it, with horror; it is even reported, a 
«© Member of this Court is the author, I cannot be- 
< ſieve it;“ qualifying at the ſame time what he was go- 
ing to advance, with preliminary obſervations of that 
kind. He then ſtated the report, as before related; ad- 
ding, he was cettain no Officer could propagate ſuch a 
catumny ; but if any one had done it, and would ſtand 
forth and avow it, he would tell him it was falſe, and 
he was a dark aſſaſſin. Lieutenant Underwood, behind 
whom Major Browne was ſtanding, inſtantly ſprang up, 
and clapped his hand upon his Sword, aſking Major 
-Browne what he meant? or uſed ſome ſuch expoſtulation ; 
and after a few moment's pauſe, fat down again. Almoſt 
every Member of the Court interfered more or leſs, En- 
ien Murray excepted, who, as the Witnefs thinks, fat 


ſilent. After the Court had remonſtrated for ſome mi- 


nutes with Major Browne, aſking him how it was poſſi- 
ble for him to believe ſuch a thing, and juſt as Major 
Browne ſeemed to be opening his fentiments, in a man- 


ner which conveyed to the Witneſs's mind, he was go- 


ing to treat it as a falſe report, Enſign Murray roſe and 
faid, „He had overheard a converſation, which he either 
& had committed, or would commit, to paper,” the Wit. 


neſs is not certain which, as he did not hear it diſtinct- 


Iy, * and would bring it into Court the next day.“ 
Upon this, to the beſt of his recollection, the conver- 


ſation dropped for that time. 
Q. When Major Browne mentioned this c:rcum- 


| ſtance, did he appear extremely __ ? 


A. It did not ſtrike him, that Major Browne was par- 


- ticularly agitated at that time, He always ſpoke with a 


ſort of faultering voice. | 
Q. Did Major Browne receive any reproof whatever 
from the Court, upon En/ign Murray's declaration? or 
did he make any reply to En/ign Murray? b 
A. The Witneſs neither recollects the one, or the 


other. 


Q. On what account had the Court been cleared ? 

A. The firſt time the Court was cleared that day, was 
on account of a Proteſt, which Major Browne offered; 
but he has an idea there was a ſecond clearing ; if there 
was, he cannot recollect on what account, 

Q. Did the Preſident, or any Member of the Court, 
make any particular remark relative to the Proteſt ? 

A. They did not object to it, as a Proteſt ; but heſi- 
tated upon the matter of it; telling Major Browne, that 
if he would leave it with them to read, and they approv- 
cd of it, they would let it appear on their Proceedings, 
This alternative being declined by Major Browne, the 


Court was cleared for three or four minutes, and finally 


reſolved not to receive it. 
Q. Was any declaration made, upon the Court being 
opened ? 

I He does not recollect particularly; but is inclined 
to think, they declared then in general, for the firſt 
time, they would Jet nothing appear upon their Proceed- 
ings but what they liked. He thinks that was the ex- 
preſſion. | 

Q. Did Major Browne attempt to proceed in his Pro- 
ſecution of Captain Hedges, that day? 
A. He thinks, he made ſome further attempts that 


cay. He does not recollect any chaſm of a day in his 


attempting to proceed; but the Court adjourned very 

early that day. 
"Q. Does he recolle& the Court interrupting Major 

Browne, repeatedly, that day ? 

' A. It Major Browne attempting to read it, which the 

Witneſs is very ſure, upon further recollection, he did, 


he was certainly interrupted. There was a great deal of 


altercation at times, and the interruptions proceeded 
from the ſame cauſes as before mentioned; though, after 


Major Brawne's offer of a Proteſt againſt their two deei- 


2 


tercation. 


64 RIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWN E. 


ſions, limiting him as to time, they ſeemed to the Wit 
neſs, for a day or two, tacitly to wave the reſtriction they 
had laid him under, of not telating any thing which had 
paſſed prior to the arrival of the 1383 in the Veit 
Indies, or in Antigua; the Witneſs is not ſure which. 

Q. Did the Court interrupt Major Browne in ſuch a 
manner as might have irritated and thrown any man off 
his guard ? : 8 | ; 

A. He really does not think, that in the manner of it; 
there was any thing rude, or which could juſtly irritate; 
but the ground of the objections made, appearing to him 
both frivolous and illegal, might excite ſome degree of 
irritation. ; | 

The Witneſs here took occaſion to obſerve, that Ma- 
Jor Browne had croſſed out the night before, a great deal 
of what he had before inſerted in his Narrative, with a 
view of meeting the wiſhes of the Court, and had re- 
tained no more than what he informed the Witneſs he 


thought abſolutely neceſſary, The next day he went 


into the Court, with his Narrative ſo abridged, but the 
Court ſtill thought there was too much retained. Ma- 
Jor Browne threw down his Narrative upon the table, 
and requeſted the Court would make any alteration they 
thought proper. They would not do that; —and it was 
at length agreed, Major Browne ſhould read it in the 
abridged ſtate, and that the Judge Advocate ſhould take 
down what the Court judged proper. This, to the beſt 
of the Witneſs's recollection, is a ſummary of the al- 


8 


Q. Can he recolle& any ſtriking expreſſions, which 


he remarked, as affecting the future ſtages of the trial? 


A. The Court's ſaying, they had nothing at all to 
do with what had paſſed in Ireland, and at the Court of 


Enquiry, muſt certainly affect the final iſſue of the Pro- 


ſecution, as Major Browne's Charges conſiſted of a de- 
tail, and not of a ſingle fact; and the moſt leading cir- 
cumſtances had taken place in Jreland. | 

A Does he recollect any particular expreſſions uſed 
by Members ? 

A. He cannot recolle& any on that day. 

Q. On Wedneſday, the firſt of February, being the 
third of the Court's fitting, did the Court « wg for the 
ficſt time, demand an apology from Major Browne, con- 
cerning the Report he had ſtated to the Court the day 
before } 

A. They did then call upon him for an apology ; he 
never heard it before. = 

Q. What was Major Browne's anſwer, or manner of 
3 when the Court demanded an apology from 
im? f 

A. He will not attempt to give the words, for he 
ſhould not do them juſtice. Major Browne's anſwer, 
and his whole manner, were animated by a glow of 
feeling, an elegance of expreſſion, and a firmneſs, min- 
gled with reſpect, to the Court, which made the Wit- 
neſs declare and feel (when the Court was cleared to de- 
termine whether or not the apology ſhould be accepted) 
that it was impoſſible for a Man of Honour to heſitate 
a moment, about accepting ſuch an apol or ap- 
plauding the man who — it. 1 : 

Q. Did not the Court, on opening again, ſeem per- 
fe! N and conſider the matter as entirely wok 
awa 8 | 

A. They ſeemed fully ſatisfied, and conſidered the 
matter as entirely done away. | 

On Enfign Murray's delivering his depoſition to 
the Court, did Major Browne deſire permiſſion inſtantly 
to croſs-examine him upon it? 

A. Hedid; and the Witneſs thinks, the Court re- 
fuſed it, upon the ground of its coming with more pro- 
priety in a ſubſequent ſtage ; or from Surgeon Dillon 
himſelf. | 

Q. Did Major Brawne warmly remonſtrate with the 
| Court on this occaſion ? | 

A. He does not recolle& any circumſtance of much 
warmth or length; at that period of the trial, he did 
not take Notes, nor was his attention ſo much rivetted 
to the proceedings, as when he ſaw them aſſuming a 
more ſerious aſpect. 3 

Q. Was the Court cleared on this occaſion ; and was 
he, the Witneſs, with Major Browne in the next room, 
when Enſign Murray came out to him? 

A. He was. Enfign Murray took Major Browne on 
one ſide, about three or four yards from the Witneſs, 
and ſpoke to him in a manner, which appeared to him 
warm and remonſtrating, perhaps ſomewhat menacing ; 
he could not hear diſtintly what was ſaid at firſt ; but 


- on their parting, a few words dropped from one or the 


other, perhaps from both, whence he underſtood Enfign 
Murray had been enquiring from Major Browne, whe- 


| ther he had meant any perſonal inſult to him, ;from 


what 
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what he had ſaid in Court; and he now recollects, there 
were ſome expreſſions uſed by Major Browne, in remon- 
ſtrating upon the ſubject, which appeared to him to 
have been the ground of the explanation. which Enſign 
Murray had been demanding. Major Browne aſſured 
him, juſt at parting, there was no perſonal inſult meant z 
and Enjien Murray replied, He was glad of it; or to 
that effect. a : 
Q. Did Enſign Murray repeat, He was glad of it; 

twice or thrice ? 5 

A. He believes he might. It did not ſeem to the Wit- 
neſs to convey a further inſult; but had the appearance 
of a qualification, which a perſon in ſuch a ſituation 
ſometimes thinks it neceſſary to introduce, leſt he 
ſhould be thought too eaſily pacified. 

Q. Was Major Browne deſired juſt afterwards to 
commence his Proſecution all over again ? | 
A. He does not recolle& particularly the Court's de- 
ſiring it; but, he believes, from this day the Proſecu- 
tion proceeded, * 

Q. In this third attempt, did the Court repeatedly 
interrupt Major Browne, and curtail the Proſecution ? | 

A. All he can ſay upon this ſubject is, that after ap- 
pearing to him to have waved their own Reſolution, by 
ſuffering Major Browne to read ſome things which had 
paſied in Ireland, they at length informed him, that 
though they ſuffered him to read them, they would take 
no notice of them in their deciſion. | 


Q. Lid Major Browne then requeſt they would let 


them appear on their Minutes ? 

- A. Major Browne certainly made this requeſt re- 
peatedly, both before and after. Be eh 

Qi. Did he obſerve Major Browne treatz] in any man- 
ner, which attracted his notice, whilſt croſs- examined 
by the Priſoner ? | 

A. There was a degree of ſtrictneſs to him, and a 
degree of latitude to Captain Hedges, which the Witneſs 
did not think quite conſiſtent with the line of fair exa- 
mination, though not deviating far from it. 

- Q. Did he obſerve Captain Hedges make any perſonal 
remark. to Major Browne, relative to the oath he had 
taken ? | EY 
A. He does not recolle& any thing particular on the 
ſubject. There was a queſtion in the croſs-examination 
put by Captain Hedges, wherein he pointed out a con- 
trad. tion, as he eſteemed it, between what Major 
Browne then ſaid, and an expreſſion which he had for- 


merly dropped. That expreſſion was once uſed in the | 


heat of altercation, and does not appear upon the Mi- 
nutes of the Court. Probably. at the time Captain 
Hedges might, and he rather believes, did give Major 
Browne ſowe caution, h 
Q. Did Major Browne, during the time he was un- 
der croſs- examination, ſhew any reluQtance to anſwer 
Captain Hedges's queſtions, or to explain himſelf upon 
any occaſion fully to the Court? | 

A. Quite the contrary ; he explained himſelf upon 
every occaſion fully, to the Witneſs's comprehenſion. 
Q. Did he hear Lieutenant Colonel Forſter prohibit 
Major Browne from n.<ntioning what had been depoſed 
by Enſien Murray, to any of the perſons who were con- 
cerned in it? | ; 
A. ajor Browne, he thinks, aſked Lieutenant Colonel 
Forſter, whether he ſhould inform Surgeon Dillon of what 
Lnſign Murray had ſworn againſt him; and Lieutenant 
Colonel Forfler anſwered in the negative. 


Q. In what manner was Surgeon Dillon, the firſt Wit- 


neſs for the Proſecution, treated, when he gave his evi- 
dence ? x | =} 


A. On the firſt day, not with the leaſt impropriety. 


Surgeon Dillon, he ſhould obſerve, was remarkably con- 
fuſed indeed on the firſt day's examination, At this 
time Mr. Gilbert had recourſe to Notes, which he had 
Himſelf taken at the time, and then procecded to ſay, 
that on the ſecond day, when he came into Court, he 
anſwered with much more coolneſs and preciſion ; but 
had not long proceeded, when Captain Hedges roſe, and 
remarked with a ſneer, He had got his recollection, or 
. words to that effect; and informed the Court, that pre- 
ſently after their adjournment of the preceding day, 


Major Browne and the Witneſs, his Counſel, had gone 


to the Barracks, and ſtaid there till evening, and he 
ſuppoſed had got a good leſſon. The Court upon this 
was cleared, and on being opened again, examined Sur- 
geon Dillon, as to what had paſſed during the time Ma- 
tor Browne and the Witneſs were at the Barracks. After 
this Surgeon Dillon relapſed into his former confuſion, 
or very near it. He does not mean by this expreſſion 
to give an opinion, as to the cauſe of Surgeon Dillon's 
confuſion. ER | 


Q. Did, or did not, the Court examine Surgeon 


Dillon, the firſt Witneſs for the Proſecution, for a con- 
{iderable time previous to the Proſecutor's propoſing a 


queſtion? and did the Court aſk the Proſecutor's permiſ- 


ſion ſo to do? | | 
A. From the order in which he perceives the queſ- 
tions to ſtand upon his Notes, he conceives, there were 


a good many queſtions put by the Court, before any 


were aſked by Major Browne, He does not recolle& the 
Court applying to the Proſecutor for his permiſſion. 

A queſtion was here, by leave of the Court, interpoſed 
by Lieutenant Colonel Forfler. 

Q. Whether he, the Witneſs, had been made ac- 
quainted with the queſtions which have been aſked of 
him, by Major Browne, or are propoſed to be aſked of 


him this day? 


To which he anſwered, By no means. 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Upon Major 
Browne's tirſt producing Surgeon Dillon, did he deſire 
Enſign Murray's depoſition to be read to him in Court? 
A. He did: the Court ruled it at that time not ne- 
ceſſary. Surgeon Dillon knew of ſuch a paper being in 
exiſtence, but did not, as the Witneſs believes, know 
the contents of it. 

Q. Did, or did not, the Proſecutor repeatedly riſe 
from his ſeat during Surgeon Dillin's examination, and 
attempt to remonſtrate with the Court on their treat- 
ment towards Surgeon Dillon, in their manner of exa« 
mining him ? 


. * ; 
A. Major Browne has ſometimes remonſtrated, that 


if the Court would give Surgezn Dillon more time, and 
not perplex him with various queltions, he durſt ſay, 
Surgeon Dillon would give a much better evidence j—0or, 
to that purport, | 

Q. What difference, if any, did he obſerve between 
the treatment of Surgeon Dillon, and that which he him- 
ſelf experiences from this Court ? 

A There is a difference, not only in the examina- 
tion by the Court, but in the conduct of the Witneſſes. 
Dr. Dillon was extremely confuſed ; and without at- 
tempting to go into the cauſes of that confuſion, as 
he is not inclined to put an harſh conſtruction, he muſt 
ſay, that as a juror, he could have given little or no 


credit to his teſtimony. 
Q. Did, or did not, the Court repeatedly, upon 
queltions propoſed by Major Browne to Surgeon Dillon, 


croſs- examine him for a conſiderable ſpace of time? 

A. They did ſo by him, equally as by the other Wit- 
neſſes on the part of che Proſecution. | 

Q. Did he conceive the manner in which Captain 
Hedges addreſſed Surgeon Dilion to be warrantable, or 
not ? 

A, Very unwarrantable and groſs. 


Q. Did he hear any Members of the Court ſay, the 
Witneſs was under their protection; and ſtop Captain 


Hedges? 

A. He did not. | 

Q. Did he ever hear Surgeon Dillon aſk permiſſion of 
the Court to explain himſelf ? | 

A. He does not know, whether one great ſource of 
his confuſion was not attempting to explain himſelf ; 
at leaſt the Witneſs finds upon his Notes a long anſwer 
of Surgeon Dillon, tending who!ly to that puint, but 


which he was not allowed to finith, as he did not ſeem + 


to be coming to the point. He thinks, the Court gave 
to Surgeon Dillon more opportunity of explaining him- 
ſc]f, than to the genrality of the Witneſſes produced on 
behalf of the Proſecution. | f 


n he, or not, ſeen Major Browne repeatedly 
attempt to riſe up and interfere ? 


» A, He docs remember this happening often during 
the examination of Witneſſes; and that Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forſter has ſometimes {topped Mor Browne ;—and 
he makes no doubt it may have happened in the exa- 


mination of Surgeon Dillon, although he cannot parti- 


cularly point out the inſtances, 


Being. deſired to ſtate the circumſtances which gave | 


occaſion to the giving permiſſion to Surgeon Dillon to 
examine Enſign Murray, and the conduct of the Court 
upon that occaſion :— The Witneſs ſaid, Immediately 
after the Court had been cleared, and had cenſured 
Surgeon Dillon, he finds upon his Notes a Minute of 


Enfign Murray's ſupplemental depoſition being read; 


and on the following day, the Court opened, with al- 
lowing Surgeon Dillon to examine Enfign Murray. 


A Paragraph from the Minutes of the Court Mar- 


tial, held at Antigua, was here referred to by Major 
Browne, and read at his defire, as follows, viz. 

© Enſign Murray then mentioned to the Court, that, 
© during the courle of * Dillan's evidence, he had 


« juſt | 


- examination, the 
amongſt the bye-ſtanders eſpecially, during this part of 
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<« ſition to me; his Commanding Officer?“ The Wits 
neſs was preparing to anſwer this queſtion, to all ap- 


© juft recolleded a part of the converſation, relative to 
Major Sladden, which had paſſed in Dr. Dillon's room, 


on the evening of the eleventh of January, and 
'© which, he made oath, had eſcaped his memory at the 


time he put the firſt part of the converſation on paper, 
© viz. 5 | 

That, on the evening, when Dr. Dillon cloſed with 
© ſaying, * By God, we will break . Hedges, he 
© added, I will affiſt in breaking Major Sladden; and 
© again, with a ſhap of his fingers, ſaid, « By God, we 
4 will carry all before us.“ Dr. Dillon and Lieutenant 
© Greene were in liquor; but LYuarter- Maſter Griffin ap- 
© peared more ſover.” 

Was it upon hearing what is recited in the paſ- 
ſage how read, that Surgem Dillon requeſted leave to 
croſs-examine Enſign Murray? 

A. It was, he believes. 
© Being defired to ſtate wy thing particular which 
truck him at the time, the 
He does not think Surgeen Dillon had ſcope enough 
allowed him in his examination; and the manner in 
which it was conducted, on the part of the Court, was 
ſuch as, in his conception, was by no means likely to 
make the truth appear. His reaſon for ſaying this is, 
there was a general laughter almoſt the whole time Sur- 
geon Dillen was examining Enfigen Murray; and at the 


laſt queſtion, namely, Did you ſnore?“ there was a 
general laughter on the part of the Court, as well as of 


the audience; ſo much fo, that it broke off the examina- 
tion altogether, juſt at that juncture, when that queſ- 
tion, which the Witneſs had conceived to be a very 
material queſtion, was propoſed. And it was then pro- 
poſed by the Court to Swgeon Dillon, as being fully 
ſufkcient for his vindication, to enter a note on the 
Minutes, to this purport, ** Surgeon Dillon denies the 
& whole of what Enjign Murray has alledged; and offers 


to bring forward evidence to ſupport his character.“ 


Being defired again to refer to his Notes, and to ſee, 
whether he has there a Minute of any other material 
queſtion, which the Court would not permit to be 
aſked ; and having inſpected his Notes, he mentioned, 
namely, Have you not got drunk with him meaning 
the Priſoner, Captain Hedges ;” a queſtion aſked by 
Surgeon Dillon from Enfign Murray; upon the propoſing 
whereof, the Court interfered, and ſaid, He is not to 
« ciiminate himſelf.” 

Q. Did be conſider the laughter ſuch as might pro- 
ceed from thoſe emotions which no man can ſuppreſs? 
or did it appear ſuch a continued peal of laughter, 
during the whole of the examination, as muſt natu- 
rally tend to perplex and confuſe Surgeon Dillcn ? 

A. He certainly did conceive it very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, to refrain from laughter, during a great part 
of Surgeon Diilon's examination; and from the impreſ- 
fion of ſomething blumdering and confuſed about Swrgecn 
Dillon, which had appeared in the former part of his 

rifibility was eafily continued, 


the examination ;—a circumſtance which muſt natu- 


itneſs proceeded to ſay,— 


rally have tended to confuſe Sugeon Dillon, or any 


other Witneſs, 
Q. Did not Major Browne repeatedly requeſt, at this 
period, to eroſs- examine Enjign Murray; and did he 


aſſert it ſtrenuoufly as his right? 


A. Major Browne preſſed it earneſtly ; he is not cer- 
tain, whether the word Right,“ was mentioned; but 
inclines to think it was. a 

Q. Did the Court permit it ? 

A. They refuſed it. 

). Does he recollect any thing remarkable in the 
conduct of the Court, during the examination of Au- 
jutant Stewart, the ſecond Witneſs ? 

A. In the anſwer to the third queſtion, Adjutant 
Stewart introduced a matter of opinion, which the 
Court did not allow at the time to be put down; viz, 
J may alſo obſerve, from the Priſoner's general con- 
« duct, that he bore an inveterate hatred to Major 
<« - Browne.” 

Very early in this Witneſs's examination, the Court 
evinced a degree of ſtrictneſs, conveying to the Wit- 
neſs's mind, ſuſpicion. When he was examined upon 
the ſubject of the Paper of Diſſent, he offered an 


explanation, which the Court having let him go 


through with, objected to ſuffering on the Minutes; 


but which, if the Witneſs recollects rightly, wa at 
laft, through the deciſton of the Judge Advocate, per- 
mitted to remain. X 

The Witneſs added, that, during the courſe of Ad- 
Jretant Stewart's examination, Major Browne aſked this 
queſtion, —** Did you net know the Priſoner endea- 
„ youred to keep up à party in the Regiment, in oppo- 


"PW" 


pearance, when the Court interfered, by telling him, it 
would criminate him. Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, with 
ſome degree of heat, called for the Articles of War, 
and reached over the rable to receive them; at the 
ſame time telling the Witneſs to ſtop. He then read 
the Article againſt concealing Mutiny ; and cautioned 
the Witneſs not to anſwer the queſtion; _ 

Some time after this; Adjutant Stewart having ſworn 
to a diſunion and quarrels in the Regiment, Captain 
Hedges roſe and ſaid, - Was I the cauſe and fomenter 


of thoſe quarrels?” The Court obſerved to him, it 


was not a proper time to put the queſtion, Upon 
which Major Browne immediately ſaid, he would put 
it; and did ſo, in theſe words,—** Has not the Pri- 
6 ſoner been the principal cauſe and fomenter of theſe 
„ quarrels? If he has, relate inſtances to your know- 
„ ledge.” Adjutant Stewart then began to anſwer in 
this manner, —“ I had been abſent from the Regiment 
„ about four months, in the Spring and Summer of 
« 1785. I aſked an Officer of the Regiment, on m 
< rejoining it, how matters ſtood, on, or about the 5t 
of Auguſt laſt,” The Court then ſtopped Adjutant 
Stewart from proceeding, and deſired him to give a di- 
rect anſwer, to the beſt of his knowledge, without go- 
ing into a detailed account, how he got his informa- 
tion, He then anſwered, To the beſt of my know- 
te ledge, Captain Hedges has been the principal cauſe 
& and fomenter of theſe diſturbances.” 

On his croſs- examination, Captain Hedges put a queſ- 
tion in the following form ;—** You aflerted, I was 
„the chief cauſe and fomenter of all theſe quarrels ; 
©« mention to the Court, one inſtance, wherein I either 
& cauſed, or fomented a quarrel :” Ad utant Stewart 
anſwered, I only ſaid to the beſt of my knowledge, or 
belief; and afterwards added, (by direction of the 
Court, under the idea of giving a direct anſwer,) “1 
do not recolle& one inſtance.” | 
Two or three queſtions after this, Captain Hedges 
took up the queſtion, which had been over-ruled, as 
criminating, upon the Witneſs's firſt examination, and 
ſaid, ** I aſk you now, did I ever endeavour to keep up 


a party in oppoſition to Major Browne; and what 


„ knowledge have you of the ſteps, if any, which L 


© took to eſtabliſh one?” Adjutant Stewart, —_— : 


had the ſame queſtion over-ruled fo lately, ſaid, “ 


„ do not think I can anſwer that queſtion.” The 


Court inſiſted, and with ſome vehemence, that the 
_ queſtion ſhould be anſwered. 


The Preſident, and other 
Members, declared to Adjutant Stewart, he could not 
criminate himſelf by anſwering it. Soon after this, 
he believes immediately upon it, the Court was cleared. 
Adjutant Stewart, in the mean time, aſked the Witneſs's 
opinion of the matter, who told him, by no means to 
anſwer the queſtion; and that the Ccart could not 
draw a preſumption, one way or other, in conſequence 
of his ſilence. Indeed the Court, previous to the 
clearing, directed him to anſwer the queſtion, in a 
manner that conveyed an idea of threats; and which 
ſeemed to imply, they meant to puniſh him, if he did not 
anſwer it. When the Court re- aſſembled, on the 14th 
of February, they informed Adjutant Stewart, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould anſwer to the beſt of his 
recollection; and upon his ſtill refuſing, the Court was 
again cleared; and they came to the reſolution of aſk- 
ing him no more queſtions. 

Very early after the commencement of his croſs- 
examination, Lieutenant Urquhart told Adjutant Stewart, 
with a great degree of aſperity, to remember he was 
on his oath, and muſt tell the whole truth ; that he 
could ſwear plump enough to ſome things, but not to 
others ;—and Captain Hedges ſaid, he could anſwer 
readily enough to all Major Browne's queſtions, but to 
none of his. Captain Hamilton told him, he retired 
ſtrangely from his evidence ;—and Lieutenant Colmel 
For/ter joined in the ſame ſevere expreſſion. 

When the Court met on the 14th of February, the 
Witneſs recollects Lieutenant Colonel Ferfter told Adju- 
tant Ste bart, We know you cannot criminate your- 
«« ſelf, by anſwering the queſtion.” This will per- 
haps be explained, by what Captain Sutherland told the 
Witneſs out of Court, namely, that they knew very well 


Stewart could anſwer the queſtion with great ſafety ; 


but that he did not chooſe to ſay any thing favourable 
to Captain Hedges; or words to that effect. | 
There was alſo another head of Adjutant Stewart's 
teſtimony, which drew a fimilar remark from Captain 
Sutherland. Adjutant Stewart had been queſtioned rela- 
tive to ſome abuſive language ſuppoſed to have been 
uſcd by Lieutenant Greene, reſpecting Major Browne ; and 
3 2 | had 


- pear 


had anſxered, that Lieutenant Greene had once told him, | 


be was hurt by a piece of conduct of Major Browne's, 
Lieutenant Underwood, a Member of the Court, at tte 
time this anſwer was made, turned round quick, and 
ſaid, Were thoſe the words Captain Sutherland told 
« me, that it was well known Lieutenant Greene had 
« abuſed Major Browne as much as any body, but 
© Stewart did not chooſe to ſay ſo.” Adjutant Stewart, 
when he anſwered this queſtion about Lieutenant Greene, 
added, Lieutenant Greene had afterwards exculpated 
& Major Browne from the ill behaviour he then thought 


| & he had ſhewn to him ;* but the Court ſaid the queſ- 


tion was anſwered, and they would not let that part ap- 


upon their Minutes. | 
Q. Did he obſerve Major Browne ſeem very much 
agitated during this treatment from the Court to Adju- 
tant Stewart ? and make attempts to riſe up, as if about 
to remonſtrate ? | 

A. No, he did not. | | ; 3 
Qi. Did he make any remark when the Paper of Diſ- 
ſent was read? 

A. They laughed, and 
thing. 
Qi. Did the 
laugh ? | 

A. He did upon that, and upon moſt other occaſions. 

Q. When the Court examined Aajutant Stewart and 
Surgeon Dillon, what was the manner of examination ? 

A. To Adjutant Stewart they manifeſted a great deal 
of aſperity. That he, the Witneſs, may not appear 
ſingular in that ſentiment, he begs leave to inform the 
Court, that he borrows the term, aſperity, from a Gen- 
tleman of the Ifland, who appeared to be an intimate 
friend of ſome of the Members of the Court Martial, — 
Mr. Loubie. ; 

Q. Did, or did not the Members propoſe ſix or ſeven 
queitions at the ſame time to Adjutant Stewart, and to 


Priſoner ſeem to join the Court in the 


| Surgeon Dillon? and did the Witneſs obſerve any thing 


now ſpecify any inſtances. 


| lieves went round the table. 
tions being immediately put by the Court, he did ſuſpect 
to convey ſuch queſtions ;' eſpecially as the queſtions ſo 


particular in the Judge Advocate's conduct on that oc- 
caſion? | 

A. The mode of examination was in the irregular 
manner ſtated in the queſtion, as well with reſpect to 
theſe, as to all the other Witneſſes whom he ſaw exa- 
mined, when 44ajor Browne had them under examina- 
tion; ſo much fo, that the Judge Advocate has been 


obliged to requeſt the Court to put one queſtion at a 


time, that he might be able to take the queſtions down. 
Q. Did he ſee any thing ſingular in the conduct of 
Licutenant Urquhart, and the then Priſoner, Captain 


Hedges, relative to the examination of the Witneſſes for 


the Proſecution? a 

A. Excluſive of a great deal of intercourſe and whiſ- 
pering, he has occaſionally ſeen papers handed by Cap- 
rain Hedges to Lieutenant Urquhart, and which he be- 
Theſe papers, from queſ- 


put, ſometimes had reference to points which he could 


not ſuppoſe the Court otherwiſe to be in poſſeſſion of; 


but of theſe the Witneſs did not take Notes, nor can he 


Q. Was this before the Proſecutor entered upon the 


examination of the Witneſſes produced by him ? 


A. Probably there may have been ſome inſtances of 
its happening before; but the purpoſe for which he 
conceives they were calculated, was that of an inſtanta- 


- necus croſs- examination. 


Q. Has he repeatedly heard Major Browne propoſe 
queltions tending to his own vindication, from the aſk- 
ing of which he was prevented ? 

A. He has repeatedly, in all ſtages of the trial, Theſe 
attempts of Major Browne, to vindicate himſelf, were 
over-ruled, by ſaying to Major Browne, ** We are not 
« trying you ;” and this frequently, At length the 
Court agreed he ſhould call Witneſſes to his vin- 
dication, at ſome particular points in his Reply ; but he 
had it not then in his power to do it with effect, owing 
to the obſtinate interruptions of the Court. 

Q. When the different parts of evidence, he has men- 
tioned, were ſuppreſſed in the Proceedings, did Major 


Browne remonſtrate with the Court? and if he did, 


what anſwers did he receive ? 


In ſome inſtances the Court would ſay, 


A. He did. 


that queſtion is already anſwered; in others they would 


ſay, it was matter of opinion; in others again, that the 


matter was improper to appear upon the Proceedings of 
a Court; and when Major Brotune ſtill continued to 


preſs the inſertion of certain queſtions and anſwers, 
they would aſſert their privilege of not ſuffering any cir- 
cumſtance to appear on their Minutes but what they 
liked. G | N . 


ſeemed to enjoy it as a good 


— 
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| explanation which reſpected the Paper of Diſſent. 


| and impartial Witnels ? 


67 
Q. Did Major Browne attempt to bring. Adjutant 
Stewart forward as a Witneſs, in the courſe of his Reply? 
A. He did. The Court refuſed to receive him as a 
Witneſs ; and Captain Sutherland ſaid and repeated, that 
his evidence was rejected and reprobated. 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at ten o'clock, 


THURSDAY, 6th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
THE Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


Mr. GILBERT was further examined; and was 
firſt interrogated (at the requeſt of Lieutenant Calonel 
Torſler) Whether he has had any communication with 
Major Browne, ſince the adjournment of the Court yeſ- 
tercay, by converſation, writing, or otherwiſe ? | 

A. Not the leaſt, 

Q. Has he had communication with any other perſon, 
whois expected to be called upon as a Witneſs on this trial? 

A. He has had no communication directly, or indi- 
rectly, with any perſon ſince yeſterday, touching the 
matter of this Proſecution. T9 

Ar. Gilbert now mentioned to the Court three cir- 
cumſtances reſpecting the examination of Surgeon Dillon, 
which he had omitted to ſtate yeſterday ; one of which 


has occurred to him from recollection, the other two 


from looking over his Notes. 

The firſt is, that Surgeon Dillon was interrupted in an 
The 
Court were not willing to receive his reaſons for having 
retracted what he had formerly aſſented to, in favour of 
Captain Hedges, —The ſecond is, a queſtion of Major 
Browne's having been over-ruled, after the anſwer to it 
was very nearly finiſhed. —The queſtion was, When 
«© Captain Milſon came over to this Iſland, about a fort- 
night before the Priſoner was put in arreſt, did you 
ever hear any converſation between him and the Pri- 
“ ſoner? and if you did, relate what it was?” The 
anſwer then proceeded thus, Captain Wilſon ſwore, 
by God, that Major Browne had done every thing for 
the happineſs of the Regiment, and that notwithſtand- 
„Jing! —here the Witneſs was interrupted, and the 
Court inquired very ſtrictly, how he came to hear the 
converfation ? — he explained, that he over- heard it in 
his own room ; which was unavoidable, as the room was 
immediately over his head, and Captain Hilſon ſpoke very 
loud. Surgeon Dillon, he thinks, added, that he ſent up 


his ſervant to caution the Officer, to whom the room be- 
. longed, not to ſpeak ſo loud for the future. 


The Wit- 
neſs here „here, the rooms are not ceiled. The Court 
ſaid, they thought it not for the credit of the Witneſs 
himſelf, to let ſuch evidence appear upon the Minutes; 
that is to ſay, any evidence that was obtained by over- 
hearing. The third circumſtance is, that Major Browne: - 
was miſtaken in ſuppoſing, as one of -his queſtions has 
ſeemed to imply, that he aſked no queſtions from' Surgeort 
Dillon the firſt day; for the Witneſs finds that the 16th 
and 22d queſtions, and it is probable more, were pro- 
poſed by AHajor Browne ; and a reaſon may be afligned for 
the Court's aſking ſo many queſtions, namely, that Ma- 
Jor Browne was lo very full in the opening of his Proſe- 
cution, and in ſtating what he expected his Witneſſes to 
ſwear to, that the Court muſt have been almoſt as com- 
petent to examine them, as himſelf, | 

Q. (By deſire of Majer Browne) Did it appear to the 
Witneſs, that this extremedelicacy of the Court towards 
Surgeon Dillon, reſpecting any mention in the Minutes, 
of evidence which he had obtained by over-hearing, pro- 
ceeded from kindneſs towards Sur geon Dillon ? 

A. He did not ſuppoſe it did, He could not ſuppoſe 
that, without at the ſame time ſuppoſing an oppoſite con- 
duct of the Court with reſpect to £n/ign Murray, to pro- 
ceed from ill will towards him; a preſumption which he 
did not know any thing to warrant. | 

Q. Did he hear Lieutenant Colonel Forſſer make any 
remark at the time when Major Browne propoſed to 
bring Adjutant Stewart forward in his Reply? | 

A. He recollects two remarks of Lieutenant Colon! 
Forſier, whillt Hajor Browne was reading his Reply. Ma- 
jor Browne had an expreſſion to this purport, ** ] hat the 
Court, by refuſing to alk Adjutant Stewart any more 
e queſtions, appeared to condemn his teſtimony.” Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forfler, or Captain Sutherland (he is not cer- 
tain which of them) ſaid, it is condemned; and upon Ma- 
jor Browne afterwards offering to bring the Adjutant for- 
ward in ſupport of his Charge againſt Major Sladden, an 
altercation enſued for ſome minutes, in the courſe of 


which Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, ſaid, ** We have knocked 


&« off his evidence.“ | 
Q.: Did Adjutant Stewart appear to be a fair, candid, 


A. Adin 


Stewart? 
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A. Adjutant Stewart appeared to him as cool, as clear, 
and as impartial a Witneſs, as almoſt any he ever heard 


give a teſtimony. . 


Q: When Major Browne propoſed queſtions, tending 
to the vindication of his own conduct, and was prevent- 


ed by the Court, had Major Browne's conduct at that 


time been impeached ; or had any imputation been endea- 
voured to be fixed upon it ? | 
A. No; not any imputation that he knows of, except 
what was occaſionally conveyed in queſtions put by Cap- 
tain Hedges to the Witneſſes ;z—queſtions of that tenden- 
ey had been then put by him. 

. Had queſtions of that tendency been then pro- 
poſed by the Court? | 

A. Occaſionally. ; a 

Q. Did Major Browne offer an opinion of Sir Charles 
Gould, upon the occaſion ? 

A. Major Browne offered a printed caſe of Captain 
Nugent, in which was inſerted a letter of Sir Charles 
Gould, containing an opinion, that a Proſecutor might, 
when neceſſary, direct his evidence to his own vindica- 
tion; and, as the Witneſs believes, entirely; but the 
Court would not pay any attention to it; and Captain 
Smith, in particular, ſaid, It is nothing to us.” 

Q. Had the Court ſeveral trials upon their table, to 
which they occaſionally referred, when they differed in 
opinion from the Judge Advocate ? 

A. They had ſeveral books, which the Witneſs un- 
derſtood to be trials, and which were often quoted as 
authority part of Lord Keppel's Trial ; and ſometimes, 
he thinks, Lerd George Sackville's ; and alſo, he thinks, 


one of the State Trials. Theſe were occaſionally referred 


to; but he is not certain whether particularly, when the 
Court differed in opinion from the Judge Advocate. 

Q. Did the Court obtain from the G 
zt large, for Captain Heages ? 


A. He underitocd they did, prior to a Subſcription Ball, 


at which Captain Hedges appeared; and at which he could 


not have appeared, as the Witneſs underſtood, under the 
reſtriction of his former arreſt. WE 


Q. Was this previous to the examination of Adjutant 

A. He cannot recollect. 

Q. Wes it beſore the Proſecution was cloſed ? 

A. It certainly was. 

Q. Was he, the Witneſs, at the Ball? 

A. Les. 

Q. Were any, and which of the Members of the 
Court Martial, there ? 

A. Many of them. There were two Balls; at one, he 
thinks, the Preſident, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, was pre- 
ſent; perhaps at both; and he is certain Captain Smith 


and Captain Hamilton were there; Captain Sutherland, al- 
ſo; but the Witneſs is not certain whether he was then 
become a Member of the Court. Lieutenant Lockhart, 


he thinks, was likewiſe there; he cannot recolle& with 
preciſion any more. | 

Q. Was Major Browne at the Ball? 

A. Majer Browne, he thinks, was at one of the Balls, 
but not at the other, | 
Qi. Did he obſerve any diſtance between any of the 
Members of the Court Martial, and Captain Hedges, at 
that Ball? or did they ſeem as intimate with him as with 
ene another ? 

A. They were not diſtant, but intimate in general. 

Q. Did Major Browne deſire him, the Witneſs, par- 
ticularly to obſerve the Members of the Court, and Cap- 
tain Hedges, in their coming into, and going out of, the 
Court-room ? 

A. Aſter the trial had laſted ſome time, Major Browne 
did deſire him fo to do. He underſtood it to ariſe from 
Major Browne having noticed, that Captain Hedges and 
ſ-me of the Members came in and went out together. 

Q: In what manner did the Witneſs afterwards ob- 


i: ve them to come in and out of Court? 


A. They came arm-in-arm. 

Being now deſired to mention any farther points which 
ſtruck him as material, Mr. Gillert mentioned the fol- 
lowing, viz.—Lieutenant Greene had ſworn, he heard 
Capiain Hedges, on the goth of November 1785, de- 
clare, the Orders of that day were nonſenſe ; and, in the 
beginning of December following, he alſo heard Cap- 
tain Hedges ſay, that Major Browne made it his ſtudy to 
inconvenience the Officers of the Regiment. Lieutenant 
Greene being then aſked by the Court, Where theſe 
© two declarations were made?“ anſwcred,—** In the 


„gallery of the Barracks.” After ſpecifying what the 


Order of the 3th of November was, Lieutenant Greene 
was further interrogated, —** Who were preſent on 
« the goth of November?“ and anſwered, He could 


& not recollect ; but that there were Officers walking | 


4 


overnor an arreſt 


© up and down in the gallery ; and, he thought, that 
«© any. perſon under the gallery muſt have heard.“ 
The Court then aſked, —<** Did Captain Hedges addreſs 
© himſelf to him?“ Lieutenant Greene anſwered, © He 
© could not conceive he did.” The Court then aſked, 
% Was any perſon with Captain Hedges?“ and ſeemed 
to pay no manner of attention to his evidence, and to 
eſteem it of no weight, becauſe he could not anſwer 
theſe queſtions, The Court then proceeded to examine 
him concerning the inſtance which happened in the be- 
ginning of December; putting ſimilar queſtions, which 
were anſwered in a ſimilar manner, The Court, in ge- 
neral, very much condemned this mode of giving teſti 
mony; and Captain Hamilton told Lieutenant Greene, in 


* 


was very extraordinary he ſhould recollect the inſtances, 


and not the company; and treated him, as the Wit- 
neſs thought, with much indelicacy. Lieutenant Greene, 
in reply, aſſigned this reaſon,—“ I heard him ſo fre- 
% quently,” meaning Captain Hedges, „ ſpeaking in 
e this manner of Major Browne.” Major Browne ſoon 
after this aſked, <4 Did you yourſelf conſider my Orders 
in the light Captain Hedges ſtated them?“ The Court 
would not let Lieutenant Greene anſwer ; but ſpontane- 
ouſly objected, ſaying, „It was a matter of opinion.“ 
Lieutenant Greene was ſoon after aſced, Were the Of- 
e ficers ſilent?” He anſwered, © They were.” Cap- 
tain Sutherland then ſaid, —** Were they ſilent to diſ- 
« ſent?” Lieutenant Greene anſwered, *©* Certainly.” 
Both theſe queſtions and anſwers were put in a breath. 
The frſt was ordered to be taken down; the ſecond 
was ſaid to be of no conſequence. Pretty nearly to- 
wards the end of the croſs- examination of Lieutenant 
Greene, there is ſomething in the Minutes of the Court 
Martial, which, the Witneſs believes, is not correctly 
ſtated. Lieutenant Greene ſaid, „I have heard the Pri- 
e ſoner ſay, all Major Browne's Orders were nonſenſe ; 
I cannot recollect any particular inſtance in Barba- 
% dies.” The word “ all,” he apprehends, is omitted 
in the Minutes of the Court Martial. | 
The Authenticated Minutes were now referred to, 
and ſo much thereof as contains Lieutenant Greene's evi- + 
dence were read, as follows, viz. 
_©£ LIEUTENANT GREENE was then ſworn. 

Q. (From Court) How long have you been in the 
© 67th Regiment? 

A. To the beſt of my recollection, my Commiſſion 
is dated February 1785. 

© Q. (From Court) Do you know any facts of your 
* own knowledge, in ſupport of the Charge exalted the 
© Priſoner ? 9550 

A. 140. | 

Q. (From. Judge Advocate) State them to the 
© Court, | | 
© A. I frequently have heard the Priſoner declare, 
that Major Browne's Orders were nonſenſe, I have 
alſo heard him declare, that Major Browne made it 
his ſtudy to inconvenience the Officers of the Regi- 
ment, On the zoth of November laſt, I heard him 
declare, that the Orders of that day were nonſenſe, In 
the beginning of December laſt it was, that I heard 
the Priſoner declare, that Major Browne made it his 
ſtudy to inconvenience the Officers of the Regiment. 
| cannot recolle& any other times. In the gallery of 
the Barracks, the two inſtances of the zoth of Novem- 
ber, and in the beginning of December, happened. 
© Q. (From Judge Advocate) What were the Orders 
© of the 3oth of November? 

A. I hey were Orders relative to exerciſing the Re- 
© giment, 

Q. (From Court) Who were preſent on the goth 
of November? 

A. There were Officers walking in the gallery; 
© but who they were, I do not recollect. 

Q. (From Court) Did the Priſoner addrefs himſelf 
© to you? | | 

© A. I cannot conceive he did, | 

* Q. (From Court) Was any perfon with Captain 
6 Hedges ? 
© A. I.cannot recolle& there was. 
© Q. (From Proſecutor) Did you, or did you not, 
ever hear the Priſoner turo my Orders into ridicule at 
the public Mets ? 
A. I have heard the Priſoner declare at the Meſs, 
© that Major Browne's Orders were nonſenſe, or words 
to that effect. 
© Q. (From Court) Did the Priſoner mean the Or- 
ders in general, or any particular Order? 

© A. I conceive the Orders in general. 

© Q. (From Court) What Officers were preſent at 
© the Meſs? | 

© A. I cannot recollect. 


% 
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t Q. (F rom Proſecutor) Did any perſon in company 
diſſent from Captain Hedges's opinion at that time? 
© A, I did not at that time hear any one diſſent from 


Captain Hedges's opinion. 


Q. (From Proſecutor) Did the Officers aſſent to 
the opinion of the Priſoner, when he has ſo fre- 
quently, as you ſtate, found fault with my Orders ? 
A. They did not, | 
*Q. * Court) Were the Officers ſilent ? 

* i 


hey were. 


Q. (From Proſecutor) Can you mention any one 


Officer who was preſent when the Priſoner ridiculed 
my Orders? I | | 

© A, I cannot. : | 13 

© Q (From Proſecutor) Do you recollect going with 
me to Major Sladden, at Barbadoes 2 Did any converſa- 
tion paſs relative to the Priſoner between us? If there 
did, ſtate it ? : 


A. I heard Major Sladden declare, that Major 


9 A „„ a 


R * 


tains had as much right to the 


Browne would repent thanking the Priſoner in Or- 


ders, and fhook his head; and ſaid he would be very 


ſorry for it, or words to that effect. | 

* Q. (From Proſecutor) Do you not recollect go- 
ing with the Adjutant, when Officer of the Guard, 
in this Iſland, on the evening of the 5th of December, 
1785, who was charged with Orders from me to Cap- 
tain Wiikinſon? If you do, ſtate the Priſoner's conduct 


on that occ-fion ? 


© A. I really cannot recolle& the day. I believe the 


Orders were, to deſire that the Band ſhould ſtop 
playing. Captain Hedges ſaid, he thought the Band 
was as much the Captains', as Major Browne's, as the 


Captains paid an annual ſubſcription towards it; and 


ſeemed unwilling to have it ſtopped, 


© Q. (From Court) Did Captain Hedges oppoſe the 


Band going out of the room? | f 
© A. The Band was in the Meſs- room, and Captain 
Hedges in Mjr Sladden's. 

(From Court) Did Captain Hedges take any 
ſteps to prevent Major Browne's Orders from being 
carried into execution ? | 


A. He did. 


Q. (From Court) What ſteps were they? 

* A. He faid they ſhould not go; and that the Cap- 
Band as Major Browne, 

Q. (From Court) Did Captain Heuges leave Mujer 


© Sladuen's room to prevent the Band from going, and 


go into the. Meſs-room, ſo as to prevent the Band 
from obeying Major Broawne's Orders ? | 


A. He did not leave Major Sladden's room, but told 
Captain Wilkinſon, who went with the Adjutant and 


© me, that the Band ſhould not go. 


* 


Q. (From Court) Which is the eldeſt Officer ? 
A. Captain Wilkinſon is the oldeſt, 


Q. (From Profecutor) At what hour of the night 
was it that I fent Orders to ſtop the Band and Drums 


ſrom playing in the Meſs-room ? 


A. 1 really cannot recollect; but it was a great | 


* while after-tattoo beating, which then was at a quar- 


6 


ter before eight o'clock. 
Q. (From Court) At what hours did you relieve the 


Sentries that night you were Officer of the Guard ? 


© A. T-cannot recollect. 

© Q. (From Court) Do you recolle& at what hour 
you went with the meſſage to ſtop the Band ? 

* A. To the beſt of my recollection, a little before 
nine. | 

Q. (From Proſecutor) What did you tell me, on 
mentioning the Priſoner's conduct to me the morning 


'after ? 


© A. To the beſt of my recollection, I ſaid in the 
preſence of Mr. Stewart, that Captain Hedges was the 
principal perſon who oppoſed the Band being ſtopt. 


Q. (From Proſecutor) Did you, or did you not, 


© tell me alſo at that time, it was evident we never 


«„„.% AA „ * 
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* ſhould have peace while the Priſoner remained with 


the Regiment ? 
A. I do not recolle& that I did. 2 

© Q. (From Court) Can you, from your own know- 
ledge, inform the Court, that the Priſoner ever diſo- 
beyed any Orders of Major Browne's, or behaved in a 
mutinous and diſreſpectful manner towards him as his 
Commanding Officer ? | og 
A. I do not recollect he ever did diſobey any Order, 


nor behave in a'mutinous manner, except in the in- 


ſtances | have men ioned? 

Q. (From Court) Did you affociate with the Pri- 
ſoner after taking notice of his conduct in the manner 
you have mentioned. 8 | 


* I've. e | 
Court adjourned till eleven o'clock to-morrow 


morning. 


* 
. 
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© AT a Meeting of the General Cburt Martial, by 
adjournment, on Wedneſday, February 15, 1786, 


Tur Cour being met and opened; the Priſoner 
then began to croſs:examine the liſt Witneſs, Lieute- 
nant Greene, | | 


me? 
A. I really cannot recollect. -. 

* Q. (From Priſoner) How long is it ſince any in- 
timacy has ſubſiſted between you and me? | 
© A. I cannot ſay that I was ever very intimate with 
the Priſoner. 5 RE | | 
QQ. (From Priſoner) Have you not viſited my quar⸗- 
ters frequently in the Iſland of Barbadves ? | 
© A. I have. : f . 
© Q. (From Priſoner) Have you ever known me 


guilty of any impropriety in the Iſland of Barbadoes'? 


A. I have. 


© Q. (From Priſoner) Mention it ? 


© A. I have heard the Priſoner ay; Major Brotunꝰs 
Orders were nonſenſe; in the Iſland of Barbadoes. © 
Q. (From Priſoner) Mention when, where; in tlie 


© Iſland of Barbadoes, and in whoſe company it was, thit 


1 faid Major Browne's Orders were nonſenſe ?_ 


A. It was at Conflitution Hill, I cannot recolle& 
who was preſent. 


Pp Q: (From Priſoner) Did you mention this to Ma- 
© jor Br 


doet ? 


A. I did not. : 8 


© Q. (From Priſoner) Did you ever warn 'Afaje 


© Browne, in the Iſland of Barbatoes, to be aware of 


. 


me? | 
A. At the time that Major Sladden, Major Browne, 


and I, were in company together at Barbadoes, on 


hearing Major Sladden diſapprove of Major Brownt's 
thanking the Priſoner in Orders, I myſelf cautioned 
him at the ſame time, as I heard that the Priſoner 
had abuſed Major Browne in almoſt every company le 
was in, ; 


2. (From Court) Who did you hear it from? Bs 


© A. 1 reutenant Mahon. 

© Q. (From Priſoner) Did you not at that time, ot 
after it, come to my quarters, dine with mie, fleep at 
my houſe, and ſpend days there? 

A. To the beſt of my recolleQion; I did dine, both 
before and after. 1 have ſlept at the Priſoner's quar- 


© ters, and ſpent days there; but whether it was before 
© or after, I cannot recollect. 


A 
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Q. (From On Have you ever heard the Pri- 
ſoner abuſe Major 

when, where, and in whoſe company? _ 

© A. I cannot ſay I ever heard the Priſoner perfonally 
abuſe Major Browne. 3 ; 
Q. (From Court) Was Surgeon Dillon ever preferit 
when you dined with Captain Hedges ? 


© A. I do not recolle& that I ever dined at Captain 


Hedges's quarters with Surgeon Dillun. | | 
Q. (From Priſoner) Have you ever mentioned to 
me your diſapprobation of any part of my conduct? 
© A. I did. | : Tl 

Q. (From Priſoner) When, where, and in whoſe 


preſence ? | 3 
A. On giving a dinner at Conflitution Hill, ſome of 


the Officers there agreed, that the Officers of the Out 
Quarters ſhould not be aſked, as we were afraid we 
ſnould hot have ſufficient room, having many of the 
people of the Iſland to dine with us. The Officers at 
Conflitution Hill, who did not conſent to it, prapoſed a 
ballot, whether they ſhould be aſked or not. The 


Priſoner hearing this, mentioned it ſome time after at. 


Anne's Caſtle, where Major Sladden was then quartered, 
and feemed to think that Major Browne and I were the 
perſons who oppoſed his being aſked ; at the ſame 
time I was diſpleaſed, and aſſured him that it was not 
the caſe, Nothing further than what I have men- 


tioned paſted, 


Q. (From the Court) Was any perſon preſent at 
Con/litution Hill when a converſation paſſed between 
you and Captain Hedges, about an Order of Majer 


Browne's ? 


A. There were many people in the 2 but I 


cannot tell who heard the converſation. Captain Wilk- 
inſon, the Governor, and Hrs. Parry, Lieutenant Ma- 
hon, were in the room. | 5 


Q. (From the Court) Did the Priſoner addreſs 
"himſelf to you particularly, when ? 


u ſay you heard 


* 


the Priſoner diſapprove vf Major 


lative to the cloathing ? 
© A. The 


owner, when you were in the Ifland of Borba- 5 


rowne? and if you have, mention 


owne's Order re- 
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6A. The Priſoner addreſſed himſelf particularly to | 


© me, when he diſapproved of the alteration of the capes 
© of the Regimental Coats. 
Q. (From the Court) Did you ever tell Major 
© Browne, ſince you have been in this Iſland, of a con- 
c yerſation that paſſed in Barbadoes, in which the Pri- 
© ſoner ſpoke very diſreſpectfully of Major Browne ? 
© and, if you did, how came you by the knowledge of 
© that converſation ? | 
© A, I do not recollect I ever did tell Major Browne 
© of any ſuch converſation. ; : 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did Major Browne ever 


5 tell you, in the Iſland of arbadoes, that I made uſe 


© of improper language towards him ? 

A. He told me your conduct was very extraordi- 
'© nary; he did not know from what it proceeded, as 
. © he had done every thing to oblige you. | 

c Q (From the Priſoner) What inſtances did Ma- 
jr Browne mention to you of my extraordinary con- 
duct? 

A. Major Browne told me, that ſome days after you 
© and he were reconciled, that 47azor Sladden aſked him, 
© how he could make friends with a man who had. 
'© abuſed him in every company he had been in ſince he 

came to the Iſland ? 


Q. (From the Priſoner) Did he mention any other | 


© inſtance to you ? | 
« A. I cannot recollect he did. 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you not meet me on 
© the gth of December laſt, at my requeſt, with all the 
Officers of the Regiment, at the Meſs-room of the 
Barracks, in this Ifland ? * 
A I cannot ſay, whether it was on the gth of De- 


© cember or not; but I did meet you, with all the Of- 


© ficers, except Major Browne and the Quarter-Maſ- 
© ter, 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did I not put the follow- 
© ing queſtion to you, and all the Officers of the Re- 
© oiment, then preſent :— Have you ever heard, or 
© known, that I have deviated in the leaſt from the 
character of an Officer and a Gentleman? 
A. To the beſt of my recollection, the queſtion 
© you aſked was, Whether you had ever acted unlike an 


Officer and a Gentleman, or influenced any other 


Officer to do ſo ? : ' 
. © Q. (From the Priſoner) What was your anſwer ? 


© A, No. 


. (From the Priſoner) Did J not alſo aſk you, 


Whether you had ever known me diſobey an Order of 

Major Browne's, or influence any other Officer to 
© do fo? 

A. I do not recolle that you did; but you might. 

© Q. (From the Priſoner) Have I ever, to your 
© knowledge, diſobeyed an order of Major Browne's, or 
influenced you to do ſo? 

A. Never; except what I have mentioned rela- 
& tive to the Order directing you to go to Europe. I 
6. cannot ſay you did influence me to do ſo, 

Q (From the Court) Do you know, of your own 


© knowledge, that Captain Hedges diſobeyed the Order 


for going to Europe? | 

A. To the belt of my knowledge he did not diſ- 
© obey it. 

© Q. (From the Court) You ſaid, ſome time ago, 
© that the Priſoner diſapproved, and cenſured an Order 
relating to an alteration of the cloathing ; pleaſe to 
© mention the particular ſubſtance of that Order? 

* A. Major Browne wiſhed that each Officer would 
©* have a coat made up againſt the Review, with a 
« ſtanding collar, | 

Q. (From the Court) Was this Order verbal, or 
entered in the Orderly Book? | 

A. I cannot recolle& that it was entered in the 
© Orderly Book; Major Browne mentioned it to me. 

© Q. (From the Court) Do you recollect, on any 
© occafion, in the Iſland of Barbadzes, to have heard 
© the Priſoner diſapprove of Major Browne's Orders, 
* excepting that one concerning the alteration of the 
« cloathing ? if you have, mention the inſtances ? 

A. No; I cannot recolle& any other particular 
< inſtance in Barbadees. 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Do you recollect, that 
. Major Browne ever told you any converſation that hap- 
opened between him and me, relative to Major Sladden ? 
© if you do, mention what it was? 
A. To the beſt of my recollection Major Browne 
told me, that Captain Hedges informed him, that it 
© was very extraordinary that he converſed with many 
© men who knew Major Sladden, and that he had never 
© heard any one ſpeak to his advantage. 


— 


os 


Q. (From the Court) Did you ever hear the Pri- 
ſoner ſay, that Major Browne's Orders were nonſenſe, 
in the preſence of any of the Non- Commiſſioned Of- 
ficers, who brought him the Orderly Book ? | 

A. No; I cannot ſay I ever did. 

© Q (From the Priſoner) Did you ever hear me 
drink damnation to Major Browne, at the Meſs at the 
Barracks in this Iſland, or any where elſe ? 

A. I never did. 3 Senn 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) Did I ever endeavour to 
injure Majer Browne in your opinion? is 
© A. From your throwing a reflection on his Orders, 
was throwing a reflection on his ſenſe ; and, in my 
opinion, you did, : > no 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you ever adviſe me to 
© make up matters with Major Browne ; for, if I did 
© not, that your evidence would break me at a Court 
Martial ? | 115 

A. I adviſed you to make up matters with Major 
Browne ; but I did not tell you my evidence would 
break you before a Court Martial. I told you there 
was very ſtrong evidence againſt you. I told Captam 
Wilkinſon to adviſe you to make up matters with Ma- 
jor Browne, for | feared the event of a Court Mar- 
tial, : 

Q: (From the Priſoner) Did you not, a conſider- 
© able time after I was under arreſt, come into my room, 
© and there, in the preſence of a number of Gentlemen, 
drink ſucceſs to me ? 
A. I do not recollect that I did; but, if I did, I 
was much in liquor. 

* Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you ever hear me 
ſpeak diſreſpectfully of Mrs. Browne ? 5 

© A. I do not recollect I did. | 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you not receive a let- 

© ter, by the Adjutant, from Major Browne, which 

© you * me, and diſapproved of the purport of it 
much! ä , 
A. At the time I received it, I felt myſelf very much 
injured ; but, on enquiring into the cauſe, I found that 
the Adjutant had reported the Company I command- 
ed, irtegular, which obliged Major Browne to write 
me that letter. po 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did not Major Browne 
© tel] you, at the head of the Regiment, he would ſend 
you to Drill ? 7 5 | 
© A. That is a queſtion I do not wiſh to anſwer, 

© Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you not ſay, that Ma- 
jr Growne had treated you in the moſt ungentleman- 
© like and villainous manner, dy doing that? 

A. I ſaid, I had never been ordered to the Drill 
© before; and I thought the expreſſion ſevere, To the 
© beſt of my recollection, I never uſed the words ungen- 
© tleman-like, or villainous. | 

Q. (From the Priſoner) At the time Captain Wil- 
© kinſon was put in arreſt, was not Major Sladden Com- 
© manding Officer of the Garriſon ? 

A. He was Commanding Officer of the Barracks; 
© but I never ſaw any Order which gave him the com- 
© mand of the Garriſon, | 5 

* Q. (From the Priſoner) Was not Major Sladden in 
© the Barracks when you came, by Order from Major 
© Browne, to prevent the Band from playing? 


A. He was.” 
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The Witneſs, Mr. GILBERT, then ſpeaking from 
his Notes, ſaid, that in anſwer to a queſtion recited in 
the Minutes now read, namely, .Do you recollect, on 
„ any occaſion, in the Iſland of Barbadzes, to have 
& heard the Priſoner diſapprove of Major Browne's 
© Orders, excepting that one concerning the alteration 
of the cloathing? if you have, mention the in- 
« ſtances?” Lieutenant Greene, then under examina- 
tion, and ſpeaking from Notes, ſaid, © I have heard 


the Priſoner ſay, all his Orders were nonſenſe. I can- 


not recolle& any particular inſtance in Barbadzes ;* 
whereas the anſwer, as ſtated in the authenticated 
Minutes, runs thus, —“ No; I cannot recolle& any 
other particular inſtance in Barbadoes.“ 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did not Major 
Browne poſitively and repeatedly deſire him, the Wit- 
neſs, to follow what the Judge Advocate appeared to 
put down, and nothing elſe? 55 | 

A. Major Browne aid ſo, in conſequence of the Wit- 
neſs having attempted to mark, at different times, what 
he thought to be variations of conſequence ; but he did 
not long follow this advice, obſerving to Major Browne, 


the matters were of too much importance not to be 


voted, _ 17 ä 

Q. What did he notice, as to the conduct of the 
Court towards Lieutenant Greene, whilſt giving his evi- 
dence? | 
A. In every thing he mentions about the Court, he 
means to advert to thoſe queſtions which were pro- 
poſed by any particular Member, and were afterwards 
put as queſtions from the Court, In the preſent caſe, 
be certainly does not mean to _— the majority of 
the Court with indelicacy towards Lieutenant Greene ; 
but what fell from Captuin Sutherland, Captain Smith, 
and, he thinks, Lieutenant Underwood, and ſe , eral queſ- 
tions coming from different parts of the table, naturally 
tended to confuſe a Witneſs. In Lieutenant Lockhart, 
he does not know one fingle inſtance with reſpect to 
this Witneſs, Lieutenant Greene, or to any other, bor- 
dering upon the leaſt indelicacy. 

Me or Browne here took occaſion to obſerve, that he 
is perfect ready to confirm this declaration. with re- 
ſpe to Lieutenant Lockhart, 3 
Q. (To the Witneſs, Mr. Gilbert, from Major 
Browne) Did Lieutenant Greene ſne any reluctance to 
give the Court the fulleſt information upon every oc- 
caſion?; 6 
A. By no means; he thought his anſwers were very 
ready. TS 

Being deſiredito ſtate any obſervation he made reſpect- 
ing Lieutenant Mahon's treatment by the Court, Mr. 


Gilbert obſerved, Lieutenant Mahon came into Court a 


ſuſpected character, from being nearly related to Major 
Browne ; and the whole conduct of Captain Hedges, and 
of the Court, ſeemed tinctured with that ſuſpicion. _ 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Did he obſerve any 
violence or aſperity uſed to Lieutenant Mahon, while un- 
der examination??? 
A. Excluſive of the general tenor of the examination, 
he thinks, ſome queſtions were aſked towards the cloſe 
of the croſs-examination, which confuſed the Witneſs, 
as well as his teſtimony, It was particularly relative to 
Captain Hedges's having endeavoured to influence him 
againſt Major Browne, 53 


The evidence of Lieutenant Mahon, as Rated in the 
authenticated Minutes, was then read as follows, viz. 


= LIEUTENANT MAHON was then ſworn on 


© the part of the Proſecutor, 


. © Q. (From the Judge Advocate) How long have you 7 


© been in the 67th Regiment? 


A. About two years. 


2. (From the Judge Advocate) When did you join 


© the Regiment ? 

A. In March 1785. : | 
2. (From the Judge Advocate) Do you know any 
© fats of your own knowledge, in ſupport of the Charges 
© againſt the Priſoner ? if you do, ſtate them as particu- 
„ larly as you can; when, where, and in whoſe pre- 
ſence? | e 
A. I do. On my firſt joining the Regiment, in 

* March 1785, the Priſoner aſked me to dine with him 
* at the Meſs, in order to introduce me to the Officers ; 
© which I conſented to. When dinner was over, and only 
* two, or perhaps three, bumper toaſts were drank, the 
* Priſoner, who was Preſident, then gave, Damnation 
to all upſtart Commanding Officers.” He immediately 
turned round to me, and ſaid, that from the character 
he had of me, he was certain I would not be led aſtray; 
© and alſo ſaid, he ſuppoſed I knew the footing Major 
* Browne and the Officers of the Regiment, were on; 
that was all that then paſſed. Captain Fitter, Captain 
* Wilkinſon, Lieutenant Coſby, Enſign Dalton, and Surgeon's 
Mate Birch, were preſent. This paſſed at Kinſale, 

Q. (From the E Did the Priſoner, 
© to your own knowledge, behave in any other inſtan- 
© ces, unlike an Officer and a Gentleman ? | 

© A, He has. | 


(From the Judge Advocate) What are thoſe 


© jinſtaaces? 

A. I have frequently heard the Priſoner ſpeak diſ- 
— of Major Browne, at Barbadoes, and in this 
© Iſland, | | 


thoſe Notes you ſpeak from? 
© A. About three days ago. | 
* Q. (From the Court) Who commanded the Regi- 
ment when the Priſoner gave as a toaſt, *« Damnation 
« to all upſtart Commanding Officers?“ 
A. Colonel Croſbie. 
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© Q. (From the Court) How long have you made | 
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© Q. (From the Court) Were you made acquainted 


© with any of the queſtions that were likely to be put to 


* you, previous to your making thoſe Notes? 
* A. No, not ſince the Court was fitting, 
* Q. (From the Court) Did not Major Browne, ſome- 


time before the fitting of the Court Martial, from the 

information you gave him, put down ſuch queſtions 

as he would aſk you, and which you told him you 

could anſwer | 

A. He did. 85 7 

© Q. (From the Court) Are thoſe Notes in your own 

© hand writing? x an he 
A. They ar: 1-5. | | 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did not the Priſoner and 

: rw the Regiment nearly at the ſame time, in March 
I 

x You did. 
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© the Priſoner gave, Damnation to all upſtart Com- 
* manding Officers,” to the beſt of your knowledge? 

© A. At Corte. i ; 

Q. (From the Proſecutor) Was the Priſoner drunk 
© when he gave that toaſt ? | | | 
„ Ne. 


* Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did ] not tell you of the 


© perfect reconciliation that had taken place between the 


* Priſoner and me, a day or two after my landing at the 
© Iſland of Barbadaes? | 
a * A. You told me of it; but I do not recollect the 
time. ä EE 
* Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did you ever hear the 


* Priſoner, after that, ſpeak in the moſt diſreſpectful 


© manner of me at Barbadbes ? 
© A. I have frequently, EOS | 
Q. (From the Proſecutor) Where, when, and in 
© whole company? | 


A. At Fort George, in Barbadoes, in July 1785. As 


well as I can recollect, Lieutenant Coſby was preſent. 
Q. (From the Court) What were the expreſ= 
© fjons ? | 
A. I cannot directly repeat the words. Whether 
© he called him Scoundrel, or Raſcal, I cannot fay 
but his converſation tended to that point; and to en- 
* deavour to make me look on Major Browne in that 
fight. 25 
© Q. From the Court) Are you certain either of 
© thole words were uſed ? ; | 
A. I am not certain; | 
Q. (From the Court) Did he make uſe of any op- 
© probrious language? | | 
A. He did. os 
Q. (From the Court) What was it? 
A. I cannot ſay, but ſomething to that purpoſe. 
Q. (From the Proſecutor) Has he not made uſe of 
the moſt opprobrious epithets, when ſpeaking of me, 
to you ? | | 
A. He has. 


A «6. 


Q. (From the Court) What were th ? Where, 


© when, and in whoſe preſence were they uſed ? 
A. I cannot recolle& the words; at Fort George, in 
* Barbadves, was the place; in July 1785, was the time. 


© 1 think Lieutenant Coſby was preſent, but I am not ſure; - 
© alſo here in this Iſland, En/ign Butler was preſent 


© when the Priſoner abuſed you, and your Orders, in 


December 1785. 


Q. (From the Court) What were thoſe Orders ? 


Or what Order was it that was abuſed, as you ſay? 


© A. I do not know the particular Order. | 
© Q. (From the Court) Did 2 never remonſtrate 
with the Priſoner on his conduct; or tell him you 


* would inform Major Browne of the manner in which 


© he ſpoke of him ? 
© A, Never. 5 
2. (From the Court) Did you aſſociate with the 


© Priſoner after he had ſo frequently loaded Major 


© Browne, your relation, with opprobrious epithets ? 
A. I did. e ; 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Were the opprobrious 


© epithets, the Priſoner made uſe of when ſpeaking of 


© me, ſo numerous and varied, that you cannot ſwear to 
© any particular expreſſion ? 


« A, I cannot ſwear to any particular expreſſion, they 


« were ſo numerous. 2 | 
Q. (From the Court) You have ſaid, that in this 

© Iſland, in December 1785, in preſence of En/ign But- 

© ler, the Priſoner abuſed Major Browne, and 5 

© ders, What expreſſions or words did that abuſe con- 

« ſiſt of? $962 3 
A. I cannot ſay what the expreſſions were. 


Q. (From the Proſecutor) Were you not ſo much af- 


fected 


0 8 (From the Proſecutor) Where was I at the time 
err 


is Or-- 
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t fected at the time, as to be obliged to leave the Meſs- 
't Foom ? And did you not mention it to Surgeon Dillon, 
© and aſk lris advice how you ſhould at? The Judge 
t Advocate objected to this queſtion, as a leading one; 
© but the Court thinking it a proper queſtion, the Wit- 
t neſs was ditected to anſwer it, which he did, as fol- 
© Jows, viz. > i 
© A. I was; and I did aſk Surgeon Dillon's advice. 
© Q.(From the Court) What advice did Surgeon Dil- 
© lon give you? 
789 1 He adviſed me to return to the Meſs- room, and 


© if the Priſoner attempted to ſpeak another word diſre- 


© ſpectful of Major Browne, immediately to demand an 

© explanation. | | 

Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did you ever hear the 
- © Pritoner abuſe my Orders at Fort George, in the Iſland 


© of Barbadees ? State the manner of his zbuſe, when the 


< Orderly Bock was carried tohim ? 
1 On the Serjeant of the —_— bringing the 
© Priſoner Orders, as ſoon as the Priſoner had read 


them, he flung away the Orderly Bock in a diſdain- 


ful manner, faying, Damn me if I ever ſaw ſuch 


=, Orders.” 


Q. (From the Proſecutor) Was any other perſon 
© then preſent, except the Priſoner, n N and 
© yourſelf? and recoſlect the — ok name? 

A. To the beſt of my reco ection, Lieutenant Coſby 
vas preſent; either Serjeant Emmerſon, or Serjtant Aitk- 
© man, was the Serjeant. {ORD | 

Q. (From the Court) What was the purport of thoſe 
© Orders ? | 
A. T-to nbt know, as I did not read the Orders; 
© nor have I ſeen them ſince ; at leaſt I do not recollect 
© that I have. - | 

Q. (From the Court) Was ever Surgeen Dillon pre- 
© ſent, when you heard the Priſoner abuſe Major Browne's 
Orders? 

A. Þcarthdt Tay, | 

Q. (From the Court) How did you know they 
© were Major Browne's Orders, which you ſay were abu- 
«eq? | | 
e Te An br hy ſuppoſing it was, that 
© the Prifoner toſd me, in his opfmion the duty might 


< be Carried on full as well without all that fuſs and 


© nonſenſe Major Browne was ſo fond of making uſe of. 

Q. (From the Court) Do you recollect, that on 
© that occaſion Captain Hedges remarked that Major 
© Browne would knock up the men of the Regiment, by 
making them walk ſome miles during the heat of the 


© day? | 


A. Not at that time; but I heard him ſay fo fre- 
© quently. | 
3 {From the Proſecutor) Are you certain that the 
< Setjeant retained in the room when the Priſoner 


© Aufig the Ordefly Book on thie ground, in the manner 


© you have mentioned ? 

© A. I cannot ſay poſitively; but to the beſt of my 
© fecolleftion he was. 

Q. (From the Proſecutor) You have mentioned, 


„ ** Mic you Frequently read the Orderly Book ; have you 


© ſeen any Orders of Governor Parry's dated at that 


. 


© A, I do not know whether there was or not. 


Q. (From the Court) When did you give Major 


Browne this information ? i 

A. About three days before the Court Martial aſ- 
ſembled. | | 

4 Q (From the Profecutor) Do you mean three days 


"© before the Officers of the 3oth came here, or at the 


time that all the Officers came here, who now com- 


poſe the Court Martial? 
© A. Three days before the Officers of the 3oth came 
here. | 


Kh (From the Profecutor) Did you ever read in 
<*the 


rderly Book, any Order of Governor Parry's, ex- 


© cept for the Regiment embarking for this Iſland ? 
© A, I do not recollect that I did. | 
Q. (From the Proſecutor) Was the Priſoner's abuſe, 


— 


'© in the Ifland of Barbadoes and Antigua, directed to ny] 


Or deri in general, or to any particular Order? 


A. In general. I can ſpeciſy one particular Order, 


'© which I juſt now r:colleR, that was given out ſince 
© our arrival in this Iſland. — Major Browne gave out an 
Order, that all Officers that had Regimental buſineſs 
to ſettle with him, to come to him at ſeyen o'clock in 
the morning, as he had been frequently interrupted 
© 'by the Officers coming at different hours. This Or- 
© der the Priſoner thought very extraordinary; and faid 


© it was to prevent any Officer going to his houſe : and 


the *Prifoner *endeavoured to prevent the ' Officers of 


* the Regiment going there. 


Ll 


e — 


© Q. (From the Court) How do you know that the 
* Priſoner endeavoured to prevent the Officers from go- 
© ing to Major Browne's ? 0 
A. Becauſe he endeavoured to influence me not to 
„ 2 HA 
e Q From Court) When, where, and at what time? 
and was any perſon preſent when the Priſoner endea- 
© youred to perſuade you not to go to Major Browne's ? 
and what were the words he made uſe off  *. 
© A. Two or three days, to the beſt of my recollecs 
tion, after this Order was given out, the Priſoner 
ſpoke to me at the Barracks, and alſo going to Major 
dwne's, to be introduced by him to General Shirley, 
in the preſence of 'Captain Willinſon, and many more 
of the Officers. He deſired me, and the reſt of the 
Officers, not to go to Major Prowne's; and that he 
would not go thete'on any account, if he knew where 
to find the General, The Priſoner finding we were 
determined to go, he alſo: came to Major Browne's. 
Q. (From the Court) Did the Priſoner ever endea- 
vour to influence you not to go to Major Browne's on 
Regimental buſineſs? | 
c K. Never. | 8 
© Q, From the Court) Did he ever endeavour to in- 
© fluence „ of the Officers of the Regiment not 
to go to Major -Browne's on Regimental buſineſs—ta 
our knowledge ? 
A. Not that I'khow' of. i 
. (From the Proſecutor) When the Priſoner tra- 
duced me in your preſence at Barbadoes, what reaſon 
did he aſſign for fuch condu⅛t: EN 
A. Ido not Tecolle&. ET? 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Did the Priſoner ever 
ſtate, that we had any private quarrel ? | 
A. I never heard him. | | 
© Q. (From the Court) Did Captain Hedges ever diſ- 
ſuade you from going to Major Browne's, till that ex- 
traordinary Order you mention, as to the Officers call- 
ing on the Major only at ſeven o'clock in the morn« 
A. Never. | | 8 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Have you not heard the 
Priſoner frequently, at the Meſs-room in the Barracks 
of this Iſtand, declare my Orders were all nonſenſe 9 
* A. I do not know whether he made uſe of that ex- 
preſſion, but it was to that purport. ; 
© Q. (From the Proſecutor) Who was in the Meſs- 
© room at the time ? Fs | | 
A. Enſign Butler. | Sos 
Q. (From the Proſecutor) Was any other perſon 
« preſent ? 8 15 
© A. Not, that I recollect. 
Q. (From the Proſecutor) Have you heard him de- 
© clare that, once, twice, or how often ? LY 
© A. Since he came to this Iſland, only once. 
© Q. (From the Court) In what terms, or manner, 
did he ſpeak of Major Browne's Orders? 
A. I do not recollect. | 
Q. (From the Judge Advocate) Did the Priſoner, 
© to your knowledge, ever endeavour to injure Major 
© Browne in your opinion, or in the opinion of any 


= 
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_ © other Officer of the Regiment? 


A. He did, 

* Q (From the Judge Advocate) In what manner? 
A. By conſtantly abuſing him and his Orders, 

© Q. (From the Court) Did he uſe any other 


method ? 


© A. Not that I recollect. 8 IE 

© Q. (From the Judge Advocate) What was the 
© abuſe you ſpoke of juſt now? 

© A. His drinking damnation to him ; his flinging 
© away the book in a diſdainful manner, ſaying, Damn 
me if ever I faw ſuch Orders. 
Q. (From the Judge Advocate) Do you recolle& 
any other abuſe of Major Browne, or his Orders, by 
the Priſoner, than what you have mentioned ? 
© A. Not that I recollect. | 

Court adjourned till nine o'clock the next 
© morning. 


AT a — a General Court Martial, by ad- 
« journment, on Friday, February 17, 1786, Lieate- 
* nant Mahon croſs- examined by the Priſoner. 


R „ 


© Q. (From the Priſoner) Are you not A near rela- 
© tion of Major Browne's ? = 

© A. I am. | 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Was the toaſt you ſay T 
0 = 15 Ireland, drank by Jou, and all the company, at 

* A, It was. 


« Q. (From 


C Q. (From the Priſoner) Did you ever tell this cir- 
© cum , 
© Jes“ or where, and when it was you told it to him ? 
A. I never told him in Freland or Barbadzes ; nor 
« did I mention it till the Priſoner was in arreſt, about 
© three days before the Officers of the zoth came to 
this Iſland. ' - 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Have 2 not read Major 
© Browne's Narrative, before, or ſince the commence- 
© ment of my trial ? 
© A. I do not recollect I read it at all. 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) Did he, or any one elſe, 
© read it to you, or tell you the ſubſtance of it ? : 
A. Major Browne read a Narrative. Whether it 
© was brought to the Court or not, I do not know. 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Was it before or ſince I 
© came on my trial that this Narrative was read to 
« you? | | 
© A. Before, | 
2. (From the Priſoner) Mention who was preſent 
© at the reading of this Narrative, and where was it 
© read? 
© A. I am not certain; but believe Lieutenant Greene, 
© and Doctor Dillon were preſent at Major Browne's lodg- 
© ings when it was read, . 
2. (From the Priſoner) Were you preſent when 
© Mfr. Gilbert, Major Browne's Counſel, was called in, 
c either at Major Browne's houſe, or at the Barracks? 
© A, I was. 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Can you recollect any con- 
© verlation that happened at thoſe times relative to me: 
© A. There was a converſation about you, but I do 
not recollect what it was. : 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Have not theſe converſa- 


© tions frequently happened ſince I have been put cn my 


© trial ? 

© A. Not in my preſence. | 

© Q. (From the Priſoner). Have you copied your 
Notes from any Major Browne gave you? or did he, 
or any other perſon, mention what anſwers you were 
© to give to his queſtions ? | 

* A. I did not copy mine from Major Browne's, 
© neither did any perſon aſſiſt me in making them out; 
© nor did he, or any other perſon, mention what anſwer 
I was to give to his queſtions, 

Q. (From the Priſoner) You ſay I endeavoured to 
© injure Major Browne in your opinion in. Barbadoes; 
mention what efforts I uſed to do ſo? 

© A. By conſtantly abuſing him and his Orders. 

. From the Priſoner) Mention what abuſe J 


* made uſe of, and what Orders of Major Browne's I 


« abuſed ? | | 
A. [ do not recollect the particular abuſe you made 
* © uſe of, but Major Browne was painted to me, by the 
« Prifoner, in the worſt light. I do not recollect the 
Orders at Farbadves, but recolle& one here, which I 
© have mentioned to the Court. 
-* (F rom the Priſoner) Point out the particular 
© abuſe I made uſe of towards Major Browne ; when, 
* where, in whoſe preſence, and on what occaſion ? 

© A. By flinging away the Orderly Book in a diſ- 
* dainful manner, ſaying, Damn me, if I ever ſaw 


* ſuch Orders. Your alio telling me, that in your opi- 


2 nion, the duty of the Regiment might be carried on 
«* full as well without all that fuſs and nonſenſe Major 
Hi one was ſo fond of making uſe of, in July 1785. 
© This happened at Fort George, in Barbadoes, in the 


«* preſence of Lieutenant Coſby, and, I believe, one of 


© the Serjeants. I do not know the occaſion, as I did 
© not ſee the Order. | 
2. (From the Priſoner) Have you not ſpent weeks 
© with me at my quarters in Barbadoes? Did you ever 
then mention your diſapprobation of my conduct? 
A. I have been at your quarters two or three days 
at a time. I never did there mention any diſappro- 
© bation of your conduct to you. | | | 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) On your return to Head 
* Quarters, has not Major Browne queſtioned you, as 
.* to what happened at Fort George ? 
A. Never. 5 a | 
Qt. (From the Priſoner) Did you never mention to 
him any thing that happened there? | 
A. I might have mentioned ſome little things, but 
* nothing of conſequence, | 
Q. (From the Priſoner) Did J ever, ſince I have 
| © been in arreſt, ſend for you? or who came to you by 
my deſire ? | \ 

© A. Your ſervant came to me, and told me his maſ- 
© ter wanted to ſpeak to me immediately. 
* ©Q. (From the Priſoner) What converſation paſſed, 


ance to Majer Browne in Ireland, or at Barba- 


* 


N 


© when you came to me in conſequence of that meſ- | 


4 ſage? 


> 


| © ſaid, a 
Q. Were theſe the words, or words to this effect, 


5 


C Griffin and Major Browne ? 
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A. I do not know the converſation ; but nothing 
of your being in arreſt, _ | „ 
8 d. Did you not aſſent to the propriety of my con- 
© duct in every particular, in the preſence of all the 


Officers of the Regiment here, except Quarter Maſler 


© A. I did. 


Q. Have you not ſince that time ſignified your 


© difſent ? 
A. I have. 3 | 
Was there any part of my conduct, after that 
© meeting, between the aſlent and diſſent, that autho- 
© riſed you to do ſo? 5. | 
A. There was. 
Q. What was it? Dy | 
© A. Your telling us that your only motive for cal- 
ling that meeting was to know, whether we had ever 
known you behave unlike an Officer, or a Gentleman, 
as your friends might think it odd, your returning to 
Europe ſo ſoon ; immediately after our giving our aſ- 


NA KA A aA & _1t 


underſtood, a Court of Enquiry, or a Court Martial. 
Q. (From the Court) Was it becauſe Captain 
Hedges wiſhed to have his character inveſtigated, that 
made you alter your good opinion you had publickly 
— \r of him? ; | 


A aA _ A 


opinion of him in any other manner than I ha 
tioned at the Meeting of the Officers, and my reaſon 


manded, as I had heard, a Court of Enquiry, or a 
Court Martial, knowing when I ſhould be on oath, 


A AQ A A A AA 


that time, 


© (From the Priſoner) Did you not know al] the WR | 


cumſtances of my conduct, which you have mentioned 
to the Court, at the time you gave me your aſſent of 
approbation in.the Meſs- room ; 
«A. 1 did. - ED 
Q. How do you know that I had not applied to the 
Governor for an inveſtigation into my character, pre- 
vious to the Meeting in the Meſs-room on the gth of 
December? | 

A. You might have done ſo; but I never heard it. 
"SEA conſiderable time after I was under an arreſt, 
did not Major Browne convene a Meeting of the Offi- 
« cers of the Regiment in the Adjutant's room? Did 
* 
« 


A 6 


you not ſign the Paper of Diſſent at that Meeting k 
and is not this the paper ? 
A. There was a Meeting in the Adjutant's room, 
which two or three of the Offigers wiſhed to have; 
but Major Sladden and Captain Wilkinſon, finding it 


was' not ordered by Major Browne, on refuſed to 


c 
* 
a 
© meet. Lieutenant Greene and I went to Major Browne, 
and requeſted he would order a Meeting, which he 
© did, and was preſent himſelf, Þ>"_ 
Q. Mention to the Court what Officers wiſhed to 
© have the Meeting in the Adjutant's room? | 
© A. Lieutenant Greene, Dr, Dillan, Adjutant Stewart, 
© Enſign Heard, and I. 
Q. Did Major Browne aſk you, or any of the Offi- 
cers, to ſign the Paper of Diſſent ? 
A. Major Browne deſired thoſe who pleaſed, to ſign 
© it, Y | 
Q. Mention to the Court the Officers who refuſed, 
and the reaſon they aſſigned for ſo doing ? 


— 


waring, Enſign Butler, and, I believe, Lieutenant 
* Coſby. The only reaſon they gave was, they did not 
* 


ſee the neceſſity for ſo doing. 


Q. Did not Major Browne adviſe you to diſſent 


© from what you had ſaid on the gth of December? And 
© were you not influenced by him to ſign that paper? 

A. I aſked Major Browne for his advice, who adviſed 
me to ſign it. | —_ 

c 2 What expreſſion did Major Browne make uſe of 
to Captain Wilkinſon, on the day of ſigning the Paper 
© of Diſſent? | 

© AI do not recolle& at preſent what Major Browne 


| 


A 


c By God, I will make you proſecute your deareſt 
« friend,” ſpoken by Major Browne to Captain Wilkin- 
« /on, when he refuſed to ſign that Paper ? | 
© A. They were. | , | 
Q. Has Major Browne, to your knowledge, influ- 
© enced, or adviſed any other Officer to ſign that Paper? 
A. Dr. Dillon, and, I believe, Lieutenant Greene. 
Q. What words did I uſe at the Meſs in this 


| © Iſland, which, you have ſaid, affected you ſo much? 


A. I do not know. 
Q. What 


ſent, you went to the Governor, and demanded, as 1 
A. I do not remember having expreſſed my good | 
12 


for altering my opinion was, becauſe he had de- þ 


1 ſhould be obliged to unſay what I had mentioned at 


A. Major Sladden, Captain Wilkinſon, Enjign Main- 
i 
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x Q. What was the nature of the explanation that 


t Dr. Dillon deſired you to require from me? and did 


© you require any ? or did you, after that, expreſs to me 


your diſapprobation of any part of my conduct? 


A. Dr. Dillon deſired me to demand an explana- 
© tion to know what you meant. I did not require any 
© explanation ; but I returned to the Meſs ; and I did 
© not expreſs to you; after that, my diſapprobation of 
© any part of your conduct. At the time | returned to 
© the Meſs the converſation dropped. ; 

© Q. What converſation do you mean, to which you 

© have juſt now aJluded ? | 8 
© A. A converſation —_ Major Browne, 
© Q. What was that abuſe | 

* A. I do not recollect. | : 
© Q. (From the Court) Was the Paper of Diſſent, 

© to your knowledge, ſhewn, or read to Major Browne, 

© before it was ſigned by the Officers ? 
A. I believe it was. | | 

Q. Who read that Paper? 

A. Lieutenant Greene, | think. 3 
Q. (From the Judge Advocate) When, and by 
whom, was that Paper prepared ? 
© A. I do not recolle& the day. It was prepared by 

© Dr. Dillon. : | 
Q. (From the Judge Advocate) Was it corrected and 

© amended after the firſt preparation, and by whom ? 

A. Adjutant Stewart corrected two or three words, 
© Q. (From the Priſoner) Did not Adjutant Stewart 

© refuſe to ſign it, the firſt day, when it was offered ? 


© A. He ſaid he would conſider of it for a few 


© minutes ? 


Q. Did he ſign it that day, and in your preſence ? 


© A. I do not know whether he ſigned it that day or 


© not; if he did, it was not in my preſence. : 
Q. Do you know of my „ _ party in the 
© 67th Regiment, in oppoſition to Major Browne & 
© A. You endeavoured to do ſo. 
Q. Mention to the Court, in what manner I have 
© endeavoured to make a party in the Regiment? 
© A. By endeavouring to influence me againſt Major 
© Browne. © 
Qt: In what inſtances ? | 
A. I do not know any, but what I have already 
© mentioned. i : 
© Q. (From the Court) What Officers did the Pri- 
© ſoner, to your knowledge, endeavour to influence to 
© be of a party in oppoſition to Major Browne ? relate 
© inſtances and words. | ; 
A. Enſign Mainwaring was on the moſt friendly 
© footing with Mar Browne; but ſince he has ſeen 


the Priſoner, he has entirely dropped Major Browne's 


© acquaintance, and is very great with the Priſoner, 
© who he before diſliked. I cannot anſwer the queſtion 
© in any other manner than I have done, : 
Q. Was not Captain Hedges's miſunderſtanding 
© perſonal, to Major Browne ? 
© A. I do not know. 


2. (From the Priſoner) Did Mr. Mainwaring tell 


© you, I had aſked him to be of my party, or influ- 


- © enced him to diſlike Major Browne ? 


© A, He never did. 


Q. Do you know any Officer that I aſked to be of 
© a party? or did I ever aſk you? 5 
A. You never did aſk me, nor do I know any Of- 


© ficer you aſked, 
© Q. Since | have been under arreſt, have you ever 
© mentioned your diſapprobation of my conduct to me ? 
© and have you not aſſociated with me, fince I have been 
cin arreſt ? 
© A, I never did mention my diſapprobation to you ; 
© and I have not aſſociated with you, except one night 
© when you ſent for me. : 
Q. Did you not ſup with me that night? 
A. I did. 6 
Q. (From the Court) You have faid that the Pri- 
© ſoner never aſked you to be of a party with him, and 
© that you do not know of his having aſked any other 
© Officer to be of one; what reaſon had you then of 
< advancing, in this Court, that Captain Hedges had 


© endeavoured to influence the Officers to be of a 
7 party? 


A. The only reaſon I know of was, his wiſhing to 


prevent ſome of the Officers, as I have already men- 


© tioned, from going to Major Browne's houſe ; and 
© alfo, abuſing him and his Orders, as I have men- 
© tioned,” | 


© Mr. GILBERT here obſerved, that he was not pre- 


ſent during the examination, in chief, of Lieutenant 


ae 


— 


Mahon, nor did he take a Note of it till the croſs-exa- 
mination begun. He then proceeded to remark, that, 
in anſwer to a queſtion propoſed by Captain Hedges, in 
theſe words, In what inſtances ?” (meaning inſtances 
of Captain Hedges endeavouring to influence Lieutenant 
Mahon againſt Major Browne,) he perceives by his 
Notes, the words uſed by Lieutenant Mahon, then under 
examination, were theſe, “ By conſtantly abuſing his 
„Orders. I do not know the words; but, if I had be- 
& lieved him, I muſt have thought Major Browne the 
„ greateſt villain that eyer was; whereas, in the au- 
thenticated Minutes of the Court, the anſwer is ſtated 
to be this, “I do not know any, but what I have al- 
& ready mentioned.“ i 

Q. (By the Court) Has he, Mr. Gilbert, any Note 
of the Court interfering on this occaſion, which may 
have given occaſion to the anſwer being differently in- 
ſerted in the Minutes ? 7 

A. He remembers the Court having ſaid to Lieute- 
nant Mahon, — That, in ſhort, was nothing more than 
vou have already mentioned.“ | 

Does he recollect the Court recommending it to 
the Judge Advocate, to put down the anſwer in other 
words than thoſe uſed by Lieutenant Mahon ? 

A. He does not. This variation particularly ſtruck 
the Witneſs as a very material ſuppreſſion; becauſe the 
very laſt queſtion of the examination put by the Court, 
and which was propoſed by them with a menacing air, 
was only to obtain a reaſon for an opinion ; which reaſon 
the anſwer contained. 3 

Mr. Gilbert then ſtated the following circumſtance, 
as having happened whilſt Lieutenant Mahon was under 


croſs- examination: Mr. Loubie, who was one of the 


Juſtices of the Common Pleas, came behind the Wit- 
neſs, and ſhewed a caricature of Lieutenant Mahon, drawn 
in ink, with which Ar. Loubie afterwards went roun 
to the other ſide of the Court, and fitting down with 
a large party, behind Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant 
Heſſelberg, and Enſign Murray, (three of the Members 
of the Court Martial,) ſhewed them a paper, which 
ſeemed to the Witneſs to be the ſame he had juſt ſhewa 
to him ;—he ſtaid there ſome time, and kept them in a 
continual laugh. The Witneſs afterwards mentioned 
it to Captain Sutherland, who ſaid he had ſeen the pa- 
per before. The laugh continued very near an hour. 

Q. (By the Court) Did it appear to him, that Lieute- 
nant Mahon was given to know it was a caricature of 
him, ſo as to have diſconcerted him; or to have ha 
any tendency to confound him in giving his teſtimony ? 

A. He does not apprehend Lieutenant Mahon knew 
at what the laugh was. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was the mode, in 
which the examination was conducted, ſuch, as could 
have tended to confuſe a Witneſs ? | 

A. He thinks very greatly ſo. a 

Q Did Major Browne make any remark to the 
Court upon his concluding the Proſecution ? 

A. Major Browne ſaid, he hoped the Witneſſes who 
were to be brought on the part of the Priſoner, Captain 
Hedges, would be examined in the ſame manner as his 
Witnefles had been. Some of the Members anſwered, 
6 Certainly,” 

Q. Was the preſence of the Witneſſes required, 
either in the caſe of Captain Sutherland, or of Lieute- 
nant Gordon, whilſt the * were reading over to 
them after their having been ſworn in, as Members, in 


the place of two who had been taken ill? 


A. The preſence of the Witneſſes was not requircd 
in either caſe, SED ; 
. What was his opinion of Major Browne's con- 
duct towards the Court, previous to the cloſing of the 
Proſecution ? Was it reſpectful, or diſreſpeaful ? : 
A. On the two firſt days of the Court's aſſembling, 
Major Browne's conduct appeared to him to be more 
violent, than any thing which he ſaw authoriſed. Sub- 
ſequent to that period, his conduct grew cool, often- 
times to a degree of apathy; and he thought him ag 
much too paſſive, in not remonſtrating againſt Certain 
points in the mode of examination purſued by the 
Court, as he had before thought it too violent. Maar 
Browne accounted to the Witneſs for both. ; 
Q. At the time Captain Sutherland made uſe of a par- 
ticular expreſſion relative to Adjutant Stewart, did not 
Major Browne repeatedly interfere and remonſtrate, re- 
queſting him to conſider what he was about ? g 
A. Major Brotune certainly remonſtrated, but in 

what terms, he cannot now recollect. | 
Q. Did Major Browne deſire Captain Sutherland re- 
peatedly to re-confider it, ſaying, he did not wiſh to 
take advantage of an unguarded expreſſion ? _ 1 | 
| - Au 


wars .% 


A. He does not recollect it. 

Q. Did he obſerve any difference in the manner of 
the Court receivi | 
' grounds of Proſecution, and the manner in which they 
received Captain Hedges's Defence? : 
A. Contraſted with the many interruptions Major 

rowne received, in opening his Proſecution, was the 
| Londut of the Court; whilft Captain Hedges was open- 
ing his Defence, there was then great order and regu- 
AJarity. | | 
Q Did Captain Hedges receive the lighteſt interrup- 
tion of any kind whatever? f 5 

A. He does not think he did. 5 

Q. Did he, Mr. Gilbert, remark an difference: in the 
donduct of the Court, towards the Witneſſes for the 
Proſecution, and towards the Witneſſes produced in the 
Defence 155 1 

A. He did; — Major Sladden was examined in chief, 
with as much order and ſilence, as any Witneſs at any 
Bar could deſire. | 

Q. When Major Browne entered upon the croſs-ex- 
amination of Major Sladden, what enſued ? 8 

A. He ſpeaks his meaning, in terms the moſt correct, 
when he ſays, a general clamour; be does not think, 
there was one queſtion, for a conſiderable time, at leaſt, 
to which many Members of the Court did not ſtart and 
maintain ſeveral objections. 3 

Q. Did the Members appear to him in any reſpect to 
make uſe of an improper interference with the Witneſs, 
Major Sladden, whilſt under his croſs- examination by 
Major Browne ? | 

A. He believes, the words which he ſhall relate to 
the Court, uſed by ſeveral Members of the Court upon 
that occaſion, will free him from the diſagreeable ne- 
ceſſity of giving any opinion upon this point. 

The Witneſs was proceeding in his anſwer, when 
Major Browne deſired the following queſtion might be 
firſt propoſed. ; | 

Q. Was it with great difficulty Major Browne ob- 
tained leave to put his fir? queſtion, upon the croſs-ex- 
amination of Major Sladaen ? Ec 

A. It was ;—upon the grounds of its taking up the 
time of the Court, in aſking a circumſtance already 
known, 


of the Court, when the queſtion was propoſed by Ma- 
jor Browne, which was afterwards varied, namely, 
Lid you not tell me on board the Fame Tranſport, in 
„Corte harbour, previous to the N there never 
would be peace and harmony in the Regiment, till 
<< the Priſoner, or one of his party, was brought to a 


„Court Martial?” The Witneſs, Mr. Gilbert, pro- 


ceeded thus: After a great deal of altercation, on the 
propriety of putting the queſtion, upon the ground of 
its being leading, the Court was cleared. This queſtion 
was attempted twice; — he believes this was upon the firſt 
attempt. Lreutenant Lockhart interpoſed, and explained 
the nature of a leading queſtion, and expoſtulated very 
warmly in favour of Major Browne's right to put the 
ueſtion. When the Court opened again, they read to 
Major Browne the queſtion, which appears on the au- 
thenticated Minutes; Major Browne made no objection 
to the queſtion being put, and it was put accordingly. 
The anſwer of Major Sladden to it, was prefaced by 
theſe words, I really think the queſtion too extenſive 
for me to anſwer ;” 
Minutes. 
Q: (By the Court) Was this omiſſion made by direc- 
tion of the Court ? | 
As. He does not recollect it was. 


Mr. Gilbert proceeded—the Court Martial immediately 


after propoſed this queſtion, ** Was not the difference, 
© if any, between the Priſoner, and Major Browne, per- 
„ ſonal, and not regimental ?” After Major Sladden 
having anſwered, <©* That he looked on it as perſonal,” 
Major Browne propoſed this queſtion, “As you have 
called that difference perſonal, ſtate what it was, and 
«if you know what it proceeded from?“ As ſoon as 
this queſtion was aſked, a murmur of diſapprobation 


went round the Court, and Major Sladden, after a little 


pauſe—ſaid, I ſubmit it to the Court, whether I ſhall 
„ anſwer that queſtion, or not.” Lieutenant Colonel 
Forſter replied, ** You may anſwer it, or not, as you 
«< pleaſe ;”” Major Sladden rejoined, © do not wiſh to 
& anſwer it.” The Judge Advocate then ſaid, If it 
& does not criminate yourſelf, you muſt anſwer it; it 
« is a very fair queſtion, and one which the Witneſs 
*« ought to anſwer.” Major Sladden then gave the an- 
ſwer ſtated in the Minutes, I know there was a dif- 
<< ference between the Priſoner and you; but. I do not 
« recolle&t the particulars, nor from what it pro- 
2 


Major Browne's Narrative, or | 


18 to give an account of the conduct 


which words are omitted in the 
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perfect coolneſs, and without any 


* 
< ceeded.;” and Captain Smith immediately ſaid; 
There now, what can he anſwer ?” Major Sladden 
then ſubjoĩned, I don't keep a journal of all theſe 
< things in my head;” Captain Smith added, To be 
& ſure you don't; how ſhould you?“ As ſoon as the 
next queſtion was propoſed, © Did not you, yourſelf, 
<< repeatedly (while the Regiment was quartered in the 
„County of Kerry) warn Adjutant Stewart, and Eu- 


«© ſign Heard, to be aware of the Priſoner, and his party?“ 


the Court vehemently objected to Major Sladden's an- 
ſwering it. The Judge Advocate then ſaid, it would 
be very unfair to preclude the Proſecutor from judging 
of his own queſtions ;—Lieutenant Colonel Forſter aid; 
Loet it go on, then;” and the anſwer was given. 
Major Browne then attempted a ſecond time to put the 
queſtion in his own terms, which the Court had varied 
and the Court now varied it a ſecond time, ſtill calling 
it a leading queſtion, It was accordingly put in the 
terms, which appear on the Minutes of the Court Mar- 
tial, viz. ©* Do you recolle& any converſation paſſin 

„between you and me on board the Tranſport, in 
Corte harbour, relative to the Priſoner? If you do; 
* ſtate it to the Court.“ Major Sladden immediately 
objected to it; as private converſation ; the Judge Ad- 
vocate ſaid, ** That is no reaſon why it ſhould not be 


© anſwered.” Captain Hamilton ſaid, He may anſwer 


« it, or ſubmit his objections to the judgment of the 
«© Court.” Captain Smith ſaid, ** If I was the Witneſs, 
& I would not anſwer it.“ At length; Major Sladden 
ſaid, © His memory was very bad at all times, but he 
% did not recollect any thing (meaning in the queſtion) 
© the anſwer to which, would criminate himſelf.” — 
The Court was then cleared, and on being opened 
again, Major Sladden was directed to anſwer the queſ- * 
tion, as altered by the Court; — Major Sladden accord- 
ingly anſwered it. | | | | 
It being three o'clock; the Court adjourned till 
the morrow morning at ten o'clock, | 


FRIDAY, jth SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
Tu Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 
Mr. GILBERT proceeded in his evidence as fol- 


lows !— „ 
The Court, immediately on receiving Major Slad- 
den's anſwer, which contained matter highly reflecting 
upon Captain Wiltinſen, objected to its appearing on 
the Minutes; and expoſtulated warmly with Major 
Browne, for aſking queſtions which tended to no point 
of conſequence to the Proſecution ; and ſeemed to feel 
for the honour of Captain Wilkinſon. Major Browne 
denied having made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion as Major 
Sladden had ſworn to; and declared twice or thrice em- 
phatically, on his Honour, and his Oath, that Captain 
Wilkinſon was not in his thoughts when he aſked the 
queſtion, Lieutenant Urquhart, after this, roſe, not 
formally addrefling the Preſident, or the Court, and re- 
marked, that he could ſee plainly what Major Browne 
meant by this queſtion ; that he had declared early in 
the Proſecution, he was glad Captain Wilkinſon appeared 
ridiculous, and he hoped to make him appear ſtill more 
ſo ; and that the queſtion had no other tendency, than to 
make Captain Wilkinſon appear as ridiculous, as he had 
ſaid, he hoped, he ſhould. Lieutenant Urquhart's man- 
ner was ſneering and inſulting. Major Browne, with 
eſture or action 
whatever, ſaid, I make no doubt 2 Urquhart will 
“forget no circumſtance that can criminate me,” 
The Court was immediately cleared, and on its being 
opened Major Browne, was ordered into arreſt ; and the 
Court inſtantly adjourned. Major Browne immediately 
declared, he conſidered himſelf as under arreſt to the 
Preſident alone, taking off his ſword at the ſame time; 
almoſt every Member anſwered, t the Court, Major 
«© Browne, to the Court; and Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 
the Preſident, amongſt the reſt. Major Browne till 
declared, that he ſubmitted to the arreſt, ſolely upon. 


the ground of its being impoſed by Lieutenant Colonel 


Forſter 6 i 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Did the words laſt 
mentioned, on the part of Major Browne, and of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forfler, and other Members of the Court 
reciprocally, paſs before or after the adjournment ? | 

A. The adjournment was inſtantly upon the Judge 
Advocate's reading the order of arreſt ; and Major 
Browne's denial of the authority of the Court to impoſe 
the arreſt, was inſtantly upon the adjournment. 

Q. Did he hear any Members of the Court give Ma- 
Jor Browne a friendly caution upon that occaſion? 
| | Being 
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Being deſired to ſtate to this Court, the particulars 
bf the circumſtance to which Lieutenant Urquhart allud- 


ed, and whether Lieutenant Urquhart had miſrepreſented, 


or not, what Major Browne had ſaid, the Witneſs pro- 
ceeded as follows :—He had conceived that which Major 
Browne had ſaid, very differently from Lieutenant Urgu- 
hart's repreſentation of it: two queſtions had been put 
by Captain Hedges, in his croſs- examination of Majer 
—— relative to an arreſt which had then lately been 
impoſed upon Captain Wilkinſon ;—in the anſwer to the 
laſt of which queſtions, Major Browne had declared, he 


would not let Captain Wilkinſon ſuffer, — him to 


be the tool of another perſon. The Court had remon- 


ſtrated with Major Browne upon this, as tending to 


make Captain Wilkinſon appear ridiculous upon the face 


of the Minutes. The Major ſaid, he was obliged to an- 


ſwer the queſtion, _ | 
Captain Hedges ſaid, it was Major Browne's fault, for 
giving ſuch an anſwer ; and offered to withdraw the queſ- 
tion, which Major Browne refuſed ; as he thought the 
8 and anſwer, neceſſary to his vindication. The 
ourt ſtill objected againſt the inſertion of it upon the 
Minutes, as making Captain Wiltinſen appear ridiculous. 
Major Browne then anſwered, if not exactly in theſe 
words, certainly in words of the ſame force and import, 
neither more nor leſs, —*<* If that is all, I allow that 
„Captain Wilkinſon appears ridiculous ; and you will ſee 
„ him appear more ſo, during the courſe of the Pro- 
% ceedings. 
The Witneſs (Ve. Gilbert) recollects one more cir- 
cumftance during Captain Wilkinſon's croſs-examina- 
tion. Lieutenant Urquhart aſked Captain Wilkinſon, that 
very queſtion heretofore propoſed. by Captain Hedges; the 
anſwer to which had then, in his opinion, made Captain 
Wilkinſon appear ridiculous. Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 
and ſeveral of the Members, ſhook their heads, and pur 
out their hands to Lieutenant Urquhart, in a manner which 
conveyed ſtrongly to the mind of the Witneſs this inti- 
mation,—** Don't carry the joke too far.” Lieutenant 


Urquhart looked down again upon his paper, ſeeming to 
underſtand the geſtures of the Members of the Court, 


as the Witneſs had underitood them, did not repeat the 
queſtion ; and the Judge Advocate did not notice it. 

- Q. Previous to the circumſtance which cauſed Major 
Browne's arreſt by the Court, does he recollect any par- 


ticular conduct of Captain Hedges, upon Major Browne's. 


propoſing to Major Sladden his firſt queſtion in the croſs- 
examination ? 

A. He recollects, on the ſecond repetition of the queſ- 
tion by Major Browne, which the Court had varied, Cap- 


tain Hedges turned quick to Aajor Sladden, and ſaid, | 


„Don't anſwer that queſtion, Major Sladden; —and 
then looking at Major Browne, obſerved, We are not 


trying you, Sir.“ Major Browne ſmiled, and ſaid, I 


« know that very well.“ Captain Hedges, replied, Not 
yet; but you ſhall be tried ;” of which reply no Mem- 
ber of the Court, except Lieutenant Lockhart, took any 
notice, Lieutenant Lockhart ſaid, ** That is more than 


„ you know.” 

Q. Did this occaſion any jocularity among the Mem- 
bers of the Court? 

A. He does not think it did ;—he has reaſon to ima 
gine they confidercd it as ſerious afterwards. 

Q. Did he ever hear Captain Hedges, formally re- 
proved by the Preſident, or any Member of the Court, 
for his behaviour in this inſtance ? 

A. He has already ſaid, no notice was taken by any 
Member, except Lieutenant Lockhart ; and his was not a 
formal reproof, but appeared to be a ſudden impulſe of 
ſtrong diſapprobation. 

Q. Did he hear the Court propoſe a fingle queſtion to 
_ Sladden, during Captain Hedges's examination of 

im? 

A. He does not think any queſtion was propoſed to 
him by the Court. | 
Q. Did Major Browne addreſs the Court next day 
(Thurſday 23d of February) in any manner, which ap- 


. peared to him, the Witneſs, to be diſreſpectful to the 


Court ? 

A. He was not in Court that morning, till after the 
circumſtance, to which he ſuppoſes the queſtion to al- 
lude. When he came, the Court had been cleared, 


and, as he underſtood, were deliberating upon the matter 


then. Majer Browne immediately handed, or read to 
him, (but in ſo great a degree of buſtle, that he is not 
perfectly maſter of it) a paper which he had carried into 
Court, and part of which he ſaid, he had been ſuffered 
to read ;—it contained, to the beſt of his recollection, 


fome very warm, expoſtulatory language; and ſuch, as 
he thought, not pertectly confiſtent with that firm, cool, 


and decilive remonſtrance, which he would himſelf have 
recommended ; but by no means very violent. 


Did he conceive, during the remainder of Major 
Sladden's evidence, that Major Browne was allowed that 
fair croſs-examination which was allowed to Captain 
Hedges, when croſs-examining the Witneſſes for the Pro- 
ſecution ? 

A. He obſerved this difference; Major Browne, du- 
ring his croſs-examination of Major Sladden, was fre- 
quently interrupted by Members of the Court telling 
him his queſtions tended to no purpoſe whatever ; that 
they could not tend to any ;—and Captain Smith, and 
other Members, ſpoke very paſſionately upon the occaſion, 
ſaying.— “ End ! there is no end in it at all; — Whereas, 
during Captain Hedges's croſs-examination of Majar 
Browne, the Members of the Court had confeſſed they 
did not ſee to what end Captain Hedges's queſtions tended; 
but obſerved, however, he was the beſt judge of their 
tendency, 5 1 55 

Q. Did he ever hear the Members uſe any expreſſion 
to Major Browne, conveying an idea, that their deciſion, 
in any caſe, did not affect Major Browne's character and 
conduct? 

A. He cannot fay for certain, he ever did hear any 
Member ſay ſo. 

Q. Did the queſtions propoſed to Major Sladden, by 
Major Browne, appear to him, the Witneſs, to be agree-- 
able. to the rules obſerved in Courts of Law? 

A. They appeared intirely ſo to him ;—all 2 

ockba 


| _— he Judge Advocate, and Lieutenant 
al 


o ſupported them in every inſtance but one,—namely, 


- —the laſt queſtion, on which there were ſome doubts, _ 


as it tended to criminate Major Sladden. The Court, 
upon that laſt queſtion, alſo gave Major Browne a cau- 


tion, left he ſhould criminate himſelf; when Major 


Browne anſwered, © He would let it take its chance.“ 
The Court was cleared upon the occaſion, and on its 
being opened again, Captain Smith told Major Browne, the 
Judge Advocate was going to give him a formal caution; 
but intimated, it did not come from the Court. 

. Did the Court receive Major Browne's manner of 
cloſing Major Sladden's evidence, with equal readinefs 
as they did Captain Hedges's manner of cloſing Surgeon 
Dillon's ? Wn I | 
A. The Court, for a time, objected to entering upon 
their Minutes, or taking notice of the comment, or ob- 


| ſervation, made by Major Browne, at the cloſe of Major 


Sladden's evidence, as not proper at that point of time 
but the Judge Advocate, nevertheleſs, minuted it, after 
arguing the point with the Court. | 
Q. Does he recollect any very forcible expreſſion uſed 
by the Judge Advocate upon the occaſion ? | 
A. He recollects a ſtrong expreſſion uſed by the Judge 
Advocate, and to which he imagines Major Brown's 
queſtion may point; but thinks, that expreſſion was ap- 
plied to a paper, with which Major Browne offered to 
cloſe his Reply ;—the expreſſion was, I never under- 
© ſtood that the Proſecutor was to have one meaſure of 
& juſtice, and the Prifoner another.“ | | 
Q: What happened on Friday the 24th of February, 


juft after a Reſolution was read of keeping Major Browne 


in arreſt till the King's pleaſure ſhould be known ? 

A. He does not recollect the preciſe time; but two or 
three days after the arreſt had taken place, Major Browne 
objected to ſome of Captain Hedges's Witneſſes remaining 
in the next room to the Court, ſeparated only therefrom 


by a paſſage ; Lieutenant Colonel Forſter ſaid, the Court ex- 


tended no further than the room; and they could take 
cognizance no further. — Major Browne then aſked the 
reaſon, * Why, when Surgeon Dillon, one day, previ- 
„ ous to his examination, had been walking in the 
© room below ſtairs, a Member of the Court, Lieute- 
«© nant Urquhart, had been ſent down by the Preſident's 
© orders, which he executed in a very abrupt manner, to 


order Surgeon Dillon to quit the Court-houſe directly.“ 


Lieutenant Colonel Forfler did not at firſt recollect hay- 
ing ſent ſuch an order; but Lieutenant Urguhart roſe and 
ſaid, he had been ſent, by the Preſident's order. A con- 
verſation then took place, for a little while, between ſeve- 
ral Members of the Court and Major Browne, upon the 
ſubject, when Lieutenant Urquhart riſing again, called 
out with much quickneſs, three or four times, to obtain 
the Preſident's attention, who was then engaged with 
ſome other of the Members, and Major Browne, upon 
that point, and without having received, any further in- 
ſult ſaid, —< Mr. Preſident, f beg leave to ſay a few 
„ words, —Major Browne has taken a liberty with my 


character, in conſequence of the protection he receives 


from the Court, by being under arreſt, which at ano- 
<« ther time he wonld not dared—(theſe laſt words 
« were ſpoken with a very ſtrong emphaſis) to have 
done ʒ-as he is protected from my chaſtiſement, I beg 
« I may be protected from his inſolence. This un 


of Lieutenant Urquhart's, the Witneſs has recited literally 
from his Minutes, taken at the time; but he perfectly 
well recollects, that when he took this Note, he was at 
a loſs for the preciſe term uſed by Lieutenant Urquhart, 
in lieu of which he ſubſtituted the word, “ Chaſtiſe- 
« ment,“ as being of ſimilar import; but from reccllec- 
tion, he is now able to ſay with abſolute certainty, that 
the word uſed by Lieutenant Urquhart was, Correction.“ 
He proceeded to ſay, that the Court took notice of this, 
and teſtified their diſapprobation, by _—_— Lieutenant 
'Urquhart to fit down. Major Browne inſiſted on the 
words being taken down ; the Court would not have them 
noted ;—there were high words. At laſt Captain Smith 
turned round to Major Browne, and ſaid, ** Do you 
„ think we will go and get ourſelves into a ſcrape?“ — 
„ Oh! then, rejoined Major Browne, reaching over 
& his hand, by way of touching Captain Smith on the 
&« ſhoulder, ++ You admit it would get you into a 
«© ſcrape.” — A pauſe, for a ſecond, enſued, and then 
a gencral burſt of laughter from all the bye ſtanders; 
upon which the Members of the Court, three or four ex- 
cepted, turned to Major Browne, apparently with the 

reateſt fury, aſking him, What he meant?“ or uſed 
ſome ſuch warm ejaculation, which immediately put a 
ſtop to the laughter of the bye- ſtanders. 


Q. Does he recollect, upon a queſtion of Major Browne | 


to Captain Wilkinſon, when under croſs-examination, it 
appeared, that Captain Wilkinſon was acquainted with 
ſome of the evidence already given ? 


A. He does. Major Browne put this queſtion to 


Captain Wilkinſon, ** Have you not ſaid here, this inſtant, 
you are certain all this matter had been already can- 
« vaſſed by the Court??? —to which Captain Miltinſon 
made this anſwer,—** I mentioned, I believe, it had 
& before been talked over; but don't recolle& I men- 


« tioned the word - Court,” -A Member then inter- 


poſed a queſtion, which being aniwered, Major Browne 
reſumed his ſcrutiny, and interrogated Captain Milbinſon 
very ſtrictly about the author of his information. 'I'wo 
or three queſtions were asked upon the point, and Cap- 
_ tain Miltinſoan he ſitated very much in anſwering them; at 
length ſome Members of the Court, Captain Sutherland, 
Captain Smith, and, he thinks, Lieutenant Underwood ; 
Lieutenant Lockhart alſo, and Lieutenant Urquhart ſaid, 
they had talked of the matter at the Barracks ; that there 
was nothing at all in it. Captain Wilkinſon then, in 
anſwer to the queſtion, ſaid, there were ſeveral Gentle- 
men—and mentioned the names of the Officers who 
had avowed it. Lieutenant Urquhart then ſaid, I did; 
« for I took him by the hand, and ſaid, how do you do, 
0 — naſty fellow ? for Major Browne called you ſo to 
«K da 7 N . 

Q. Did he obſerve any difference, in general, between 
the examination of the Witneſſes in ſupport of the Pro- 
ſecution, and of thoſe produced on the part of the Pri- 
ſoner? 5 | 

A. Heobſerved every difference. Swrgeon Dillon he puts 
out of the queſtion ;—but of all the Witneſſes ſubſequent 
to him, examined on the part of Major Browne, not one 
had any thing like what he could call a fair examina- 
tion ;—he ſhould mention, however, that he did not 
hear Lieutenant Heard's examination; nor the firſt part of 
the examination of Lieutenant Mahon :—He has endea- 


voured, as he has gone along, in anſwer to the queſtions 


propoſed to him, to give the Court ſome leading features 
from all; but he muſt obſerve, the whole air and tenor 
of the examinations on the part of the Court, appeared 
to him to be calculated for the ſuppreſſion, not the inveſ- 
tigation, of the truth ; he feels himſelf free in giving 


this opinion, becauſe, when Captain Hedges was examin- | 


ing his Witneſſes, the Court ſeemed to be perfectly 
acquainted with all the delicacies of a fair examination : 
—they even went ſo far at the examination of Captain 
Hedges's Witneſſes, as to prompt, | 

| Being defired by Major Browne to ftate to the Court 


any thing ſtrikingly remarkable during the examination 


of Lieutenant Butler, Myr. Gilbert depoſed, that Lieute- 
. nant Butler, from the commencement of his croſs-exami- 
nation, to the end of it, ſeemed to him to be brought as 
a Bully, and not as a Witheſs :—rude, ſtern, and over- 
bearing on the firſt queſtion; and he continued that 
behaviour throughout. On the ſecond or third queſ- 


tion, Lieutenant Butler ſaid, ** Damn me !—what a 


queſtion that is! by God!” The Court fo far no- 
ticed it, as merely to ſignify to Lieutenant Butler, 
he was too violent; but gave no formal, or decided 
reproof. Lieutenant Butler affected a bluntneſs, and 
a rudeneſs of manner, in delivering himſelf in every 
anſwer he gave. Captain Hedges, about this period 
of the trial, when he was putting ſuch queſtions 
as theſe, to his Witneſſes, © Did you ever hear me 


: 


TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE. 77 


« call Major Browne a fcoundeel, or a damn'd bad Com- 
„ manding Officer?“ uſed to laugh, ſeemingly enjoying 
the repetition Captain Smith once ſaid, „ What then? 


| 4 a Commanding Officer may be a damn'd ſcoundrel;“ 


in ſhoit, it was about this period, that Major Browne 


ſeemed to him to be a mere butt in the Court; and the 


Witneſs really, as he fat in Court, thought. it probable 
that he might receive perſonal inſult, The Witneſs 
told Major Browne, as he was very calm under Lieute- 
nant Butier's behaviour, and in general, calm at this time, 
that if he did not aſſume ſome degree of ſpirit, he thought 
ſome of them, perhaps the Priſoner, or even ſome Mem- 


ber of the Court, (for he conſidered them as in one par- : 


ty) would ſpit in his face as he went out of the room. 
Qi. Did he ſee a Gentleman go up to prompt En/ign 
Butler? And if he did, what enſued? 7? 5 
A. He ſaw a Gentleman of the Iſland ſtand behind the 
Witneſs, Mr. Butler, whiſpering him; and he pointed 
the Gentleman out to Major Browne; who, thereupon 
ſaid, „ defire no perſon may prompt the Witneſs.” — 
The Gentleman anſwered, ++ You mean me, Sir.“ 


Major Browne ſaid, I 40.” The Gentleman then 


replied, ** I only told him to keep his temper,” 


Q. Did he ever oblerve any thing indecent, diſreſpect- 


ful, or improper, or ſuch as had the leaſt appearance of 
indelicacy, either in the manner, or the queſtions pro- 
poſed by Major Browne to the Witneſſes—/Majrr Slad- 
den excepted ? | 5 


A. Major Browne's mode of eroſs- examination was, 
he conceives, perfectly mild, and Gentleman-like ,— - 


he does not recolle& one exception. 
Q. Upon the laſt queſtion which Major Browne pro- 


poſed to Enſign Mainwaring, did he not r-queit leave to 
propoſe ſome few further queſtions to elucidate his an- 


ſwer ? 
A. He did. Major Browne was told he was not to vin 
dicate himſelf; they were not trying him; though the 
point was moſt material to Captain Hedges's conviction. 
Enſign Mainwaring had himie}f admitted, that until 
within a very ſhort ſpace indeed, he had not only been a 
friend of Major Browne, but that Major Browne had 


been a friend to him; and he was much obliged to the 


Major. It then became neceſſary for Major Browne to 
trace the reaſons of ſo ſudden and decided an alteration. 
Enſign Mainwaring accordingly brought ſome cauſes, 
which Major Browne partly contradicted, .and in part 
offered to prove futile. his the Court would not per- 
mit him to do. He docs not perceive, from his Notes, 
that the Court refuſed his getting at this elucidation, by 
the means of propoſing further queſtions to Enſign Main- 
waring ;—he does not nd any entry of that circumſtance 


in his Minutes. 


Vid he ever hear any converſation from the Mem- 


bers, publicly in Court, tending to declare the whole 


buſineſs was a private quarrel, and they had nothing to 
ſay to the matter ? 

A. He frequently heard converſation of that tenden- 
cy; but cannot recolleCt any poſitive expreſſions, The 
Court's examination of the Witneſſes tended to eſtabliſh 
that poſition, as will appear by the following queſtion to 
Major Sladden, namely, —“ Was not the difference be- 


ce tween Major Browne and the Priſoner (if any) per- 


& ſonal, and not Regimental?” 


Q. Did Major Browne repeatedly declare to the Court, 


upon his oath, and by all that was ſacred, that he had never 
had the lighteſt private altercation with Captain Hedges ; 


| and requeſt the Court to preſs the Witneſſes to point out 


any 3 they had of any ſuch private quarrel ex- 
iſting N | 

A. He has heard Major Browne ſolemnly deny it; and 
has heard. him preſs the .Witneſſes upon that point, 


which the Court ſo much exerted themſelves to prevent 
Major Sladden from anſwering,—the queſtion next fol- 


lowing that, which he has juſt now mentioned to have 
been put by the Court. | 
Q. When there was an Order of Major Browne, cen- 
ſured by the Court, as extraordinary, and propoſed to 
one of the Witneſſes in behalf of the Proſecution, with 


that epithet attached to it, did not Major Browne, in 


the moſt earneſt manner, intreat the indulgence of the 
Court to explain himſelf, as they conſidered it in that 
light? 


A. He does not tecolleR it with this train of circum- 


ſtances ; he remembers Major Browne once preſſing for 
an opportunity of explaining an Order, which had 
been objected to. | | 

Q. Was Major Browne permitted fo to do? And what 
expreſſion, if any, did Lieutenant Colonel Forſter uſe upon 
the occaſion ? PEN 


A. He does not think Major Browne was permitted; 


he only remembers __ remark of Lieutenant Colonel 


Forſter 


—— — — mä e —— ——— 
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Forfler about any Order; it reſpected the Order which 
fxed the Orderly Time. 
he did not find in his Regiment, he had any occaſion for 
ſuch an Order. | 

Q. How was Major Browne treated when entering 
upon his Reply? 

A. The PIE, upon Major Browne's bringing in his 
Reply, wiſhed him to leave it with them, that they 
might examine it firſt, before it was read publicly. 
This Major Browne refuſed. They then told him, he 
might read it; but no part of it ſhould appear but what 
they choſe, He then entered into it, and received ſe- 
veral interruptions ; five or fix, he believes many of 
the Members ſitting with the 
tention. Major Browne obſerved in one part of it, the 
Officers, who were his friends, had attended a Meeting 
called by Captain Hedges, but that Captain Hedges's 
friends would not attend the Meeting called by his (Ma- 
for Browne's) friends, arguing from thence on which 
ſide the ſpirit of party lay. Captain Hedges, and ſeveral 
other perfons, met it with a laugh, of which the Court 
took no notice, | 


Q. Was the difference of manner with which the 
Court received Captain Hedges's written Defence, and 


Major Browne's Reply, ſtrikingly apparent f 
A. There was a difference—becauſe the former re- 
ceived no interruptions; but the contraſt was ftriking, 


between the. manner of receiving Captain Hedges's Re- 
Joinder, and the manner of receiving Major Browne's. 


Reply. The Members of the Court, who were within 
his view, ſeemed to fix themſelves in poſtures of mute 
attention. Captain Smith, in particular, leaning his head 
upon his arm, and fixing his eyes upon the Judge Ad- 
vocate, as he read the Rejoinder, 

Q. In what manner was Major Browne permitted, in 
his Keply, to examine Witneſſes in vindication of his 
own conduct? And did the Witneſs notice any thing 
particular in Lientenant Lockhart ? 


- 


A. He thought the Court very reluctant to let Major 


Irowne proceed, particularly in Lieutenant Colonel Camp- 
bes buſineſs. He does not recollect any thing ſtriking 
of Lieutenant Lockhart ; but in general, in this ſtage of 
the trial, wherein the conduct of the Court began to 
grow more glaring, that Officer, readily and firmly, 
upon every occaſion, ſeemed to oppoſe the torrent. 

Q. Did the Court comply with Major Browne's re- 
quiſition on the third day of the trial, of letting the 
circumſtances remain on the Minutes, when the ew 
ſeemed willing to make fome progreſs, on their declar- 
ing, they had allowed Major Browne to relate circum- 
ſtances only in the written Narrative, but could take no 
cognizance of them? 

A. He recollects ſome objections made on the part of 
the Court, but cannot ſwear to any poſitive omiſſion. 

. At whoſe requiſition did Major Browne withdraw 
the queſtion he had propoſed to Adjutant Stewart, relative 
to Captain Hedges forming a party in the Regiment ? 

A. By the advice of the Court, after they had de- 
clared it to be criminating. 


Q. Does he recolle& Major Browne deſiring, that 


queltions, which had been over-ruled by the Court, 
might be inferted in the Minutes, acompanied with a 
note of their having been over-ruled ? 


A. Major Brawne has ſeveral times deſired, that his | 


queſtions, though over-ruled, might appear with ſuch 
note, as is ſtated in the queſtion ; but he cannot recol- 
ect one inſtance wherein the Court granted it. The 
general anſwer, he believes, was, Nothing ſhould appear 
there, but what they liked, PRESETS 

Q. Did he ever hear any matter, or circumſtance of 


any kind, favourable in the leaſt to Gaptain Hedges, 


. ſuppreſſed by the Court, on any occaſion ? 
A. He did not, upon any occaſion, 


It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till 


to-marrow morning at ten o'clock. 


. SATURDAY, Sth SEPTEMPEER, $7875. 
Tur CovaT being met, purſuant to adjournment, 


Mr. GILBERT again attended, and was interro- 
gated at the deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, who now 
commenced his croſs- examination. 


Did he not make the Notes, to which he has re- 
courle in giving his teſtimony, with a view of aſſiſting 
AZajor Browne, with his evidence, at a future time? 

A. Ibis was not his view, when he firſt began to 
take Notes for Major Brewne ; but when it appeared to 
hun probable that a future inveſtigation would enſue, 
hc iulta.tly took Notes with a view to evidence. 


+ 


Lieutenant Colonel Forſter ſaid, 


reateſt marks of inat- 


| 
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and Major Browne ? 


* 


| 


ſion, of the neceſſary uſe ? 


Q: Are not theſe Notes the joint labour of himſelf 


A. No; they are only ſimple Notes, which he took 
down himſelf. 

Q. Has he ever ſhewn theſe Notes to Major Browne ? 

A, He has very often; they have been in Major 
Br2wne's poſſeſſion. | | | 

Q. For what purpoſe did he communicate them to 
Major Browne ? | 

A. In order to his making the neceſſary uſe of them 
for his Defence. | 

Q, What is the Court to underſtand by this expreſ-. 

A. He means the commenting upon, and arguing 
from them. 

Q. Did he minute every queſtion therein which was 
put {when he has been in Court) from the time he began 
to take Notes ? | 

A. He does not think he omitted one queſtion, which 
was put by the Judge Advocate; he is not conſcious of 
it. Of the numerous queſtions put by the Court ver- 
bally, but not taken down, he has not full Notes. 

Being defired to particularize thoſe queſtions, to 
which he alluded in the former part of his evidence, 
when he ſaid that queſtions, tending to fix an imputation 
upon Major Browne, were occaſionally put by the Court, 
—the Witneſs inſpe&ed his Notes, and after looking 
them over, informed the Court, that he does not at 
preſent perceive any queſtions from the Court of that 
tendency, but has fin an idea that ſuch were propoſed. 

Q. As he has ſo freely given his opinion, that the re- 
ſtrictions laid on Major Browne were illegal and frivo- 
lous, does he conceive a Court Martial, aſſembled by 
the Warrant of a Weſt India Governor, can legally 
take cognizance of matters which did not happen in his 
Government ? 

A. He does ;—and he thinks the Court admitted it 
by their own Reſolution, by the reaſon which they aſ- 
ſign for not taking cognizance of ſuch parts of the Pri- 
ſoner's conduct as was tranſacted in Ireland; namely, 
that they could not but ſuppoſe, if ſuch crimes had been. 
committed, Major Browne would have taken notice of 
them before. | | 

Q. Was not Major Browne allowed by the Court ta 
bring forward all his Charges, before the cloſe of the 
trial ? 
A. Under the reſtriftions impoſed upon the Wit 
neſſes, and the diſadvantages they received from inter- 
ruptions, Major Browne, he believes, was allowed to 
touch upon every fact in evidence. | ' 

Q. Was not the ſubſtance of the two Supplemental 
Charges, which were deemed by the Court not admiſ- 
ſible, contained in thoſe two Original Charges which 
remained? And was not Major Browne ſatisfied with the 
determination ? 

A. He does not at all recollect Majer Browne declar- 
ing himſelf ſatisfied with the determination ; and with 
reſpect to the Supplemental Charges being involved. in 
the two Original Charges, he thinks, though they were 
ſo in a degree, yet, that there were ſome material dif- 
ferences. | | 

Being deſired to ſpecify the difference, Mr. Gilbert 
ſaid, he conceives the difference to conſiſt of this. 
The chief ground taken for the Priſoner's vindication 
was, that his converſation and conduct was of a private 
nature, and therefore not cognizable by a General Court 
Martial. The deciſion of the Court, if he does not miſ- 
take, tacitly admitted this point; but if they had tried 
Captain Hedges upon the Third Charge, he apprehends, 
they muſt decidedly have avowed it, or diſavowed it; 
the tenor of that Charge being this—* Repeatedly, 
e both in public and private, ſpeaking of Major Browne, 
his Commanding Officer, in the molt diſreſpectful 
“ manner,” | 

Q. Did. he not mention, in an early part of his evi- 
dence, that Major Browne half mentioned, and intend- 
ed intirely to mention, to Enfign Murray, one of the 
Members of the Court Martial, that he had told a falſe- 


hood? : 


A. By no means; he ſpoke no ſuch words, nor had 

he ſuch an idea. | | 
When he mentioned the conduct of Major 

Browne, on the two firſt days, to have been unauthoriſed 


and too violent, did he not alſo think it diſteſpectful to 


the Court ? 
A. He certainly did, as a neceſſary conſequence, 
Q ls not diſreſpect to the Court, one of the Charges 
exhibited againſt Adajor Browne ? | 
A. The only Charge exhibited by the Court, in their 
judicial charaCter,. which he knows of, is contained in 
the Reſolution of the Court, ordering Major Browne in- 
. | to 


cloſed to Major Browne by Lieutenant Colonel Forſler ;,— 
whether diſreſpe& to the Court is mentioned in either of 
them, he cannot recollect. .. . | 


O As the Witneſs, has ſaid, that he told Adjutant 
Stewart not to anſwer a particular queſtion, and that 


from his ſilence no preſumption could be drawn either 
way ; is the Court to underſtand, he gave this advice to 
Adjutant Stewart, whilſt on oath, and under examina- 
tion ? | = 
A. Undoubtedly, whilſt the Court was cleared. 
Q. Is it not-uſual in many Courts to hand in queſ- 


tions on paper, to be aſked by the Judges, when the 


Judges are in poſſeſſion of a Witneſs? {4 
A. He never ſaw it in any Court, except in the 
Court at Antigua. 1 8 
Was it not a point diſtin& from Major Browne's 
Charges, to which Enſign Murray was examined ? 
A, It certainly was ;—it affected the credibility of a 


Witneſs, 


Q. Was not Surgeon Dillon permitted to examine, and 


eroſs- examine? ; 
A. Surgeon Dillon was permitted, in the way the Wit- 
neſs has already ſtated, 

Q. Did the 1 — Advocate ever give it as his opinion, 
that a croſs-· examination from Major Browne to Enſign 
Murray, was proper ? 


A. He does not recollect the Judge Advocate to have 


given any ſuch advice. | 
Q. Did he conſider it as unreaſonable in the Court, to 
refuſe entering any Proteſt on their Minutes, without 
firſt knowing the contents ? 

A. Without referring to the form of a Proteſt, which 
he believes to be improper, and had his doubts. about at 
the time, he does conceive a Court Martial is bound, 
upon principles of __ to receive a remonſtrance 
. againſt any improper deciſion on a point of evidence, as 
much as the Judge of a Court of Law, is obliged to 
ſeal a Bill of Exceptions. | 

Q. Is the Judge of a Court of Law, obliged to 
ſeal a Bill of Exceptions, without knowing its contents ? 

A. The proceedings of the two Courts he conceives 
to be fundamentally different ; the one proceeding open- 
ly, the other privately z and he does not think it mate- 
rial, further, than as to the propriety of the ſtatement, 
whether the Judge ſees. it or not ; if there is any defect 
of conſequence, or irregularity, or if it is unfounded, 
the party himſelf muſt be injured. | 

Q. Did not Major Browne refuſe to ſhew the Court 
the contents of the Proteſt ?. . | 


A. He did refuſe to ſhew it them in private, but offer- | 


ed to read it to them in public. 
Qi. Did he not in his examination in chief, ſay, Ma- 
Jor Browne refuſed to ſhew it the Court? 
A. Major Browne refuſed it in the manner they aſked 
it. | hs 
Q.: The Witneſs has ſaid, Lieutenant Underwood 
« put his hand to his ſword in getting up.” Was it 
the right hand, or the left? 
A. Both, he thinks, as in the adt of drawing. 
Q. Is it not uſual, and generally neceſſary, for an 
Officer to put his hand on his ſword, to prevent its get- 
ting between his legs, as he riſes ? | | 
A. He believes it is, but not both hands ; neither 


. 


does he know that Lieutenant Underwood had occaſion to 


riſe at that time. 
Q. Did Lieutenant Underwood draw any part of the 
ſword out of the ſcabbard ? | | 


A. He don't think he did; he did. not ſee any motion 


of the ſword, further than the putting of the hands to 


3 . 
Q. Did he hear diſtinctly the words Euſign Murray 
uſed to Major Browne, when he followed the Major into 
the outer room? 


A. The parting words he did hear diſtinctly, not the 


other s. 
Q. How then could he undertake to ſay, “ En/ign 
„% Murray ſpoke in a manner which appeared to him 


« warm and remonſtrating ; perhaps ſomewhat menac- . 


« ing.” | 

A. Becauſe it did appear ſo to him. 8 

Q. Did not Major Browne ſay, if he had been in 
Enſign Murray's place, he would have acted as he had 
done; and that what he ſaid, might be true, but that 
Surgeon Dillon would do it away, or explain it? 

A. Hereally did not hear 
of the ſort. : ; 3 : 

Q. When he mentioned Surgeon Dillon having, at 


the commencement. of the ſecond day of his examina- 
tion, delivered his evidence with more preciſion than 
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to arreſt, and a report of the ſame to his Majeſty, en- 


Witneſs's Notes, 


thoſe who were round him, 


. ceived the expreſſion uſed by Major Browne ? 


Jer Browne ſay any thing | 


79 


| on the firſt, does he mean, that he contradicted himſelf 


leſs ? | | 
A. He did not mean that; but that he went on more 
ſmoothly, and with leſs confuſion. | | 

Q. Does he undertake to ſwear poſitively, that the 


Judge Advocate, by the direction or interference of the 


Court, omitted ms ſentence, which is contained in the 
| ut does not appear in the Minutes of 

the Court Martial ? | | 

A. He is clear, it was through the interference of 
the Court; he ſays, interference, in contradiſtinction to 
expreſs direction. 6: 5 ng | 

It was here ſuggeſted, that the omiſſion more parti- 
cularly alluded to, is an anſwer which was given by 
Lieutenant Mahon, namely, this := By conſtantly abuſ- 
ing his Orders, I don't know the words; but if I 
gad believed him, I muſt have thought Major Browne 
< the greateſt villain that ever was.“ 

Mr. Gilbert being deſired to explain the nature of the 


interference, which he means to diſtinguiſh from an ex- 


preſs direction, ſaid, there was a mode of interference 
often practiſed by the Court, in this way—ſaying to a 
Witneſs, and upon material queſtions, ““ You mean, 


ſuch and ſuch a thing, That is, what you mentioned 
before,“ and the like; till at length the anſwer be- 


came new moulded. | | 

Q. Which of the Members of the Court, in this in- 
ſtance, uſed.that mode of interference ? 1 

A. In this inſtance he does not recollect the particu- 
lar Members. . | 

Q. Is he poſitively ſure, that any Members of the 
Court, ſaid, ** You mean?“ Or was it not, Do you 


mean?“ With an intention of putting it in the form 


of a queſtion ? 

A. He is poſitive they ſaid, ** You mean,” with an 
appearance of helping the Witneſs. | 

Q. In what did the Witneſs want to be helped ? Was 
he not ſpeaking the truth ? 

A. He did not mean to ſay the Witneſs aſked for, 
help ;—he firmly believes he was ſpeaking the truth; 
but the Court helped him gratuitouſly, | Gee 

Qt: Are the Officers which compoſe a Court Martial, 


culpable for the voluntary, or involuntary error of a 


Judge Advocate, when they give him no direction? 

A. If they talk away an anſwer, ſo that the Judge 
Advocate cannot obtain it in its original form, he ap- 
prehends, the Court are anſwerable for the miſtake, 
and not the Judge Advocate. 5 

Q. Is it not the undoubted privilege of every Court 
Martial, to admit, and over-rule objections, without 


giving reaſons? And is ſuch conduct to be deemed par- 


tial ? | 

A. It is the peculiar privilege of a Court Martial, by 
debating in private, to keep their reaſons to themſelves ; 
but if they argue in public, their reaſons, he appre- 
hends, are ſubject to ew mr of the public ;—their 
partiality, or impartiality, he conceives, to depend 
upon the goodneſs of their reaſons, whether theſe rea- 
ſons are publicly aſſigned, or not. 


Qi. He has deſcribed the conduct of the Court, upon 


Major Browne's opening of his Narrative, and upon 
Captain Hedges's opening his Defence, as contraſted ; 
was not alſo the conduct of Major Browne, and of Cap- 
tain Heages, contraſted ; the one violent, the other gentle ? 

A. Major Browne's conduct to the Court, was, as he 
has m_ deſcribed it, and being in a ſtate of oppo- 
ſition, violence, undoubtedly, ſometimes occurred in his 
conduct, to the extent he has already mentioned; Cap- 
tain Hedges's conduct, on the contrary, certainly was 
mild, and even polite; and intimate with the Members 
of the Court in converſation and familiarity, and with 

. Did Major Browne throw down his Narrative on 

the table, or hand it reſpectfully to the Court, when 
they refuſed to receive it ? 

A. He has already mentioned, Major Browne threw 
it down, after previouſly offering it to them. od 

Q. The Witneſs has ſtated, that “ Lieutenant Ur- 


„ guhart miſrepreſented to the Court, the expreſſion 
„which had been uſed by Major Browne, regarding 
Captain Wilkinſon.” If ſo, may it not have ariſen from 


miſconception on the part of Lieutenant Urquhart ? Or 
rather, may not the Witneſs himſelf, have miſ-con- 
A. He thinks the anſwer contained thoſe diſtinctions. 
It is poſſible, he may have been miſtaken; but is 
fully perſuaded he was not. „ 
Q. Can he undertake to ſay, the term uſed by Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart, reſpecting Major Browne, was Cor- 
« rection?” Was not the word uſed, © Reſentment?” 


7 
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A. The word uſed by Licutenant Urquhart was not | 


= Refentment;” it was Correction.“ 


The Court adjourned till Monday morning next, 


at eleven o'clock. 


MONDAY, 10th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
Tux Covar being met purſuant tc adjournment ; 


Mr. GILBERT now pointed out the inſtances of 
queſtions from the Court, having a tendency to imputa- 
tions on Major Browne's character and conduct :— 


Adjutant Stewart having ſaid, in the courſe of his evi- 


dence, that Captain Hedges, as far as he knew, had en- 


deavoured to make many Officers diſlike Major Browne ; 
the Court aſked the Witneſs, ** How he knew it?” — 
who anſwered, ** He knew it by Captain Hedges abuſing 
« Major Browne, and telling the other Officers, that 
« Major Browne was a damned bad Commanding Of- 
« ficer; ſuch as the Regiment had never been uſed 
„ to.” Some of the Court then aſked him, If 
« any Officers aſſented to the ſentiments of Captain 


„„ Hedges?” Adjutant Stewart anſwered, ** Some Of- 


c ficers did aſſent.” Then the Court aſked, ** Did any 
« diſſent? Adjutant Stewart ſaid, ** I do not recol- 
&« le.” Theſe were the laſt queſtions on the exa- 
mination of that day, the 8th of February, Ma or 
Browne, the next day, aſked Adjutant Stewart, whether 
he, as Adjutant of the Regiment, had ever known Ma- 
jor Browne do any thing to injure Captain Hedges? The 
Court ſaid, it was a queſtion the Adjutant could not 
anſwer; or, he could not know; and the queſtion was, 
in conſequence of that interference, dropped. 
croſs-examination of Adjutant Stewart, on February 
the 11th, there are, upon the Minutes, ſeveral queſtions 
of a ſimilar tendency, which were ſuggeſted by the 
Court, though propoſed by the Priſoner ; ſuch as aſking 
the names of the Officers who diſapproved of Major 
Brewne's Orders and conduct? and how many of theſe 


Officers were ſenior to Captain Hedges? There was a 


ueſtion then put by the Priſoner, whether Lieutenant 
Sams had not, in the Witneſs's own room, diſapproved 
of Major Browne's conduct towards him? Adjutant 
Stewart anſwered, “ Lientenant Greene had, to the beſt 


© of his recolleRion, expreſſed himſelf ſomewhat hurt 


by a meſſage which Major Browne had ſent him; 
but that he afterwards''— Adjutant Stewart was then 
going on; but the Court told him, He had anfwered 
de the queſtion ; they did not want to know what Lieu- 
& tenant Greene ſaid afterwards.” But, whilſt they re- 
fuſed to receive this part of the anſwer, which would 


apparently have been favourable to Major Browne, they 


purſued the - inveſtigation of the unfavourable part, by 
two queſtions. 
with a degree of quickneſs to the Witneſs, Adjutant 
Stewart, aſked, << Were theſe the terms Lieutenant Greene 
uſed at that time?” Adjutant Stewart anſwering, © To 
te the beſt of his recollection they were.“ He then acked, 
If any other perſon was preſent at the time?” On Lieu- 
tenant Greene's examination, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
asked, Did any perſon in company diſſent from Cap- 
„ tain Hedges's opinion at that time?“ On the Wit- 
nels anſwering, ** He did not hear any diſſent,” — 
Major Browne asked, Did you yourſelf conſider my 
„Orders in the light Captain Hedges ſtated them?“ 
The Court ſaid, that was a matter of opinion, and 
would not receive an anſwer. Mr. Gilbert deſires to 
explain, that when he ſaid, Certainly, in words of the 
ſame force and import, neither more nor leſs; he muſt 
be underitood, according to his conception. 

Q. Were not all the queſtions, now inſtanced, cal- 
culated to enquire into, and not to injure, Major 
| Bro:wne's character? 

A. He does not think ſo by any means; they did 
not appear to him calculated for a fair inveſtigation. 

- Q. In what manner did the Court ſuggeſt any thing 
to Captain Hedges? 

A. The ſuggeſtians, which he means, were made 
aloud, and then adopted by the Priſoner, and put as 
queſtions from him. | 

Was not the Court regularly opened every morn- 
ing, and the Members in their places, before either Pro- 
ſecutor or Priſoner was called in? 

A. He believes they were, in general ; but believes 
ſo ne of the Members may have ftill ſometimes been 
walking about, when the parties were called. 

( How' then can he declare, that he has ſeen Cap- 
fain Hedges walk imo Court, arm-in-arm, with any of 
he Memoers ? 


lie means, walking to the Court-houſe in a morn- | 
2 Ut anig the room where the Court fat, He did 


— — 


Lieutenant Underwood, turning round | 


On the | 


— 


not underſtand the queſtion propoſed to him, to be 
pointed at the coming in, or out of the Court-room, 
Q. That Members walked arm-in-arm with Captain 
Hedges, in, or out of the Court-houſe ? 4 
A. He has frequently feen the Priſoner, with differ- 
ent Members of the Court, both coming to, and going 
from, the Coutt-houſe; Captain Ramſay, Lieutenant Lock- 


hart, Lieutenant Urquhart, and Enfign Murray; once, in 


particular, as he was coming down from the Court- 
houſe, juſt after an adjournment, he met the Priſoner 
coming from the Court-houſe, with' Captain Ramſay un- 
der one arm, and Captain Milſon, one of the Witneſſes, 
under the other. 


Q. Did he ever obſerve Lieutenant Colonel Furſter in 


any degree of intimacy, at Antigua; with Captain 
during his trial, or afterwards? 

A. He does not recolle& ſeeing Lieutenant Colonel 
Forfler in any particular degree of intimacy. He does 


edges, 


not recollect ſeeing him walk in the ſtreets with Captain 


Hedges ; nor does he know, whether he was at his room, 
in the Barracks, or not. He has ſeen him ſpeaking to 
him at a Ball. REN: 

Q. Does he mean the Ball in Antigna ? 
A. Yes; he thinks he has; but has not obſerved 
any degree of intimacy. | 

Q. Mr. Gilbert having ſaid, ** Fhe Court went ſo 
© far as to prompt the Witneſſes; which of the 


Members prompted any of the Witneſſes ; and, in what. 


manner ? 7 | | 

A. During the crofs-examination of Lieutenant Coſby, 
who was extremely backward indeed in anſwering, and 
was ſometimes ſilent almoſt five minutes; ſeveral of the 
Members of the Court have dropped a word or two 
loud enough for the Witneſs to hear, and which he 
ſeemed to take as a clue. He thinks he can ſpecify 
Captain Hamilton and Captain Smith ; the latter, he is 
pretty clear in, He did not take any notice of the in- 
ſtances; he only obſerved the manner. 

Q., What words were uſed, and what the queſtions, 
on which they aroſe ? | 

A. Captain Wilkinſon, in his croſs-examination, be- 
ing ſilent, when asked by Major Browne, which of the 
Officers had informed him of what had paſſed in Court? 
the Members anſwered, before Captain Wilkinſon ſeemed 
to think himſelf at liberty to do fo. 
croſs-examination, the Witneſs aſſigns, as another in- 
ſtance, the objections taken by the Members ſaying, 
„How was it poſſible for Major Sladden to recollect!“ 

Expreſſions of that tenor, ſtruck him as pointing out 
an anſwer to the Witneſs. | 

Q. What was the anſwer on Captain Wilkinſon's exa- 
mination ? | | 

A. Several queſtions and anſwers paſſed on that 
topic: for ſome time Captain Wilkinſon evaded an an- 
fwer ;—at length, Major Browne, by various queſtions, 
preſſing him upon the ſubject, and urging him to 
mention the Officers who had told him a cir- 
cumſtance which had paſſed in Court, he pauſed, and 
looked round to the Court, with heſitation ; and, upon 
that, ſeveral Members avowed it. 

Q. Did he hear any Member of the Court urge 
Captain Wilkinſon, or Lieutenant Coſby, to be more expli- 
cit in anſwering Major Browne's queſtions? - 

A. He did not. | 

— he conſider that expreſſion, uſed by ſome of 
the Members, in Major Sladden's croſs- examination, 
© How is it poſſible for him to recollect ?“ as an an- 
ſwer, or an obſervation they were entitled to make? 

A. He did not conſider it as an obſervation they were 


entitled to make; but looked upon it at the time, as a 


direction to Major Sladden; and more particularly, 
as the Priſoner, in opening his Defence, had intimated 


a deſire that Major Sladden might not be obliged to re- 


late what had paſſed in converſation between Majar 
Browne and himfelf ; the queſtion referring to a point in 
private converſation. 

Q. Are the ſeveral Jaſt anſwers, which the Witneſs 
has given, adduced as inſtances of the Court haying 
prompted the Witneſſes ? | 

A. They are. 


Q. The Witneſs having, in a former part of his eri· 


dence, mentioned, that Captain Hedges once reminded 
Major Browne, ** That he was on oath;” does not the 


| Witneſs remember that Major Browne, in alluſion to 


ſomething he had in Court affirmed, but which he 


_ afterwards appeared to retract, made uſe of the follow- 


ing extraordinary expreſſion; I was not then upon 

« oath?” | | 
A. He really does not recolleR it. | | 
Q. Was not Major Brawne ſworn, as ſoon as the 
A. He 


Protccution took place? 


In Major Sladden's 


A. He was. 


Q. Did Major Browne ever remonſtrate to the Court, 


on their mode of queſtioning Witneſſes? Or, did he ever 
hear the Judge Advocate give his opinion, that ſuch 
mode was improper ? 


A.. He does not recolle& any general remonſtrance 


of Major Browne on that head; except what, he is in- 
formed, took place the morning after his arreſt, The 


Judge Advocate, as already mentioned, remonſtrated 


warmly on Major Sladden's croſs- examination; and he 
remembers his interfering in one or two inſtances of 
leſſer moment; but which he did not note down. 
. From whom had he this information ? 
A. Major Browne told him ſo himſelf, or read to him 
the paper which contained expreſſions of that import. 


Q. On the ſeveral occaſions, wherein Lieutenant Co- 


loyel Forfler interfered, and ſt >ppcd Major Browne, was 
his manner of doing fo indelicate, in any reſpect ? . 

A. He docs not recolle& any thing indelicate in Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Forſler's manner; nor does he call to 
mind having ſpecified, that Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
particularly ſtopped Major Browne, 

. What, in his judgment, was the general tenor 
of the Preſident's behaviour to every Witneſs, who ap- 
peared before that Court ? 

A. Excepting towards Adjutant Stewart, in the aſ- 
perities againſt whom he joined, he does not recollect 
any inſtances of indelicacy to the Witneſſes. 

Q. When Major Browne was laid under the reſtric- 
tions he has mentioned, with regard to the ſcope of the 
Proſecution, did he ever quote any clauſe of the Mu- 


tiny Act, which, he thought, oppoſed the opinion of the 


Court ? t 

A. The clauſe was quoted in the Proteſt he offered ; 
but not verbally, to the beſt of his recollection. 

Q. Was not Major Sladden directed to anſwer ſeve- 
ral of Major Browne's queſtions, on his croſs-examina- 
tion, when Captain Hedges had objected to them? 

A. He does not recolle&t; but, as he has already 
mentioned, after the Court had cleared, they directed 
Major Sladden to anſwer the queſtion, He recollects 
but one inſtance. 

Q. Since he recollects that inſtance, how could he 
aſſert, the whole tenor of the examination tended to the 
ſuppreſſion, not to the inveſtigation, of truth ? 

A. He does not admit this to be an inſtance to the 
| contrary. There was a queſtion, to the anſwering of 
which the Court, in the firſt inſtance, and the Priſoner, 
in the ſecond, and even Major Sladden himſelf, ob- 
jected, upon various grounds; and it was only upon the 
moſt prefling remonſtrance of the Judge Advocate, the 
earneſt interference of Lieutenant Lockhart, and, after 
ſome time ſpent firſt in altercation, then in conſulta- 


tion; and after the queſtion had been new moulded, 


that Major Sladden was directed to anſwer. 


A. At the time Lieutenant Urquhart was ſent by the 


Preſident to Surgeon Dillon, was he not on oath, and 
under examination? And was he not, notwithſtanding, 
walking arm-in-arm with the Proſecutor, Major 
Browne ? 

A. He only knows the circumſtance from what Ma- 
Jor Browne repeated in Court; but if Surgeon Dillon had 


been under examination, he does not conceive upon 


what ground he could have been ordered to quit the 
Court-houſe ; ſuch being, as he underſtood, the purport 
of the order ſent to him. 

Q. Was it an order to quit the Court-houſe ; or was 
it a requeſt not to hold converſation with Major Browne, 
during the time of his examination ? | 
A. He only knows it from the report of Major 
Briuwne, who ſtated the circumſtance, as he has already 
related; and it was not at that time controverted. 

Q: Does he poſitively know, that Surgeon Dillon was 
_ examination at the time the meſſage was ſent to 

im 

A. He does not know it; he never underſtood it; 
and from the reaſon already given, he cannot con- 
ceive it, Es | 
a . not Major Browne frequently repeat Lieute- 
nant Urquhart's having delivered a meſſage, in the moſt 
abrupt manner; and inſiſted on it ; although Lieutenant 
Urquhart, at the time, declared, he had delivered the 
Preſident's meſſage, in a polite manner, with his hat in 
his hand, previous to his addreſſing the Preſident and 
Court for protection? | 

A. He is certain he did not hear a word more from 
Lieutenant Urquhart than he has already related. Major 
Browne did frequently repeat the circumſtance of Lieu- 
nant Urquhart's having delivered the meſſage in an ab- 
rupt manner; and, with earneſtneſs, preſſed it upon the 

Preſident. g ; 


Q. Which was 
A. Major Browne's place was juſt behind Lieutenant 
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Q. Does he remember the exact terms of the caution 


| 2 by the Judge Advocate to Adjutant Stewart, againſt 


is anſwering the laſt queſtion put to him? And what 
were they ? | | 

A. He took no Note; but he recollects perfectly, 
the Judge Advocate declared he thought it an im- 
proper queſtion ; becauſe it led to another, which might 
criminate the Witneſs, 

Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate, on any 
occaſion, except on the ſole inſtance of Adjutant Stevart, 
interpoſe his opinion in oppoſition to the Court, and 
which was not followed ? 

A. No; he does not. | | 

Q. Did not the Court, not only over-rule ſeveral of 
Captain Hedges's objectons, but check him for interfer- 
ing improperly, and uſing haſty expreſſions ? 

A He does not recollect their having over-ruled any 
objections of Captain Hedges, though, he admits, he 
might have taken ſome trifling objections, wich the 
Court may have ſet aſide; neither does he know of any 
checks, of the leaſt conſequence, given to Captain 
Hedges, except what appears on the Minutes, He thinks 
there is a reprimand in one inſtance, 

Qt If objections of Captain Hedges appear over-ruled 
on the original Minutes, docs he think the Minutes 
miſrepreſent the deciſion of the Court? | 

A. As he has no recollection of the circumſtances, 


he has no reaſon to ſuppoſe any miſrepreſentation. 


Q. Did the checking of Cptain Hedges, and over- 
ruling his objections, appear to be partiality ? 
A. He can only ſay, with reſpect to over-ruling his 


objections, that, if any two appear to have been ov er- 


ruled, they muſt ſpeak for themſelves, being not in his 
recollection; and the check, or reprimand, given to 
Captain Hedges, ſeemed to him a ſolitary inſtance of im- 
partiality. a 

Q. Had not Major Browne every indulgence allowed 
him in making his Reply? And was he not allowed to 
fix his own time for preparing it? And did the Court 
prevent his reading it?! | 

A. Major Browne had not every indulgence in his 
Reply; becauſe, as the Witneſs has already ſtated, he 
was ſeveral times interrupted in reading it. He deſired 
more time to prepare it, than was allowed him. He was 
allowed to read it, after the attempt made by the Court 
to have the peruſal of it themſelves, firſt. 3 

Q. What length of time was Mujor Browne allowed 
to prepare his Reply? | 

A. The Court adjourned at eleven o'clock one day, 
until eleven o'clock the next day the intermediate 
ſpace was the time allowed Major Browne for preparing 
his Replv. 

Q. What motive does he aſcribe to the Court, for 
the partiality which he imputes to them ? | 

A. They ſeemed to him, from various parts of their 
conduct, to be firmly convinced, that Captain Hedges 


was innocent; and that Major Browne, on the contrary, 


was guilty, or, at leaſt wrong. | | 

Q. Was the laugh, in which the Court joined, upon 
the occaſion of Mr. Loubic's producing a caricature 
of Lieutenant Mahon, ſo loud as to diſturb the proceed- 
ings ? - 
1 He does not recollect it was loud enough to 
diſturb the proceedings. 


Q. Is he intimate with ſome of the Officers of the 
67th Regiment? 


A. He is with ſome of them ;—Enfign Mainwaring 


was the firſt with whom he was intimate. He has been 
ſince intimate with Lieutenant Greene, Surgeon Dillon, 


Lieutenant Mahon, Lieutenant Heard, and Adjutant 


Stewart. : 
Was he employed by Major Browne on the firſt 


Q. 
day of the trial ? 


A. He was deſired by Major Browne to attend as his 


Counſel, after the Court was opened, on the firſt day; 


but had been conſulted before. 


Q. Was he near Major Browne on the firſt day of 


the Proceedings ? | 
A. He was, the run part of the day. 


ajor Brotune's place at the trial? 


Underwood, rather to the left hand of him. | 
Was not Major Browne (et at a writing-deſk, im- 
mediately behind Captain Sutherland, who was on the 


right hand of the Preſident? | 


A. After ſome days he was; it may have been the 
ſecond or third thinks not before the third day. 

Q. Were not all the queſtions, which were propoſed 
by the Members of the Court Martial, handed to the 
Preſident fuft, and thence handed to the Judge Advo- 
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tate ; except thoſe which were propoſed by Captain 
Sutherland, who fat at the Preſident's right hand ? 

A. The written queſtions may have been ſo, for any 

thing he obſerved to the contrary ; but there were 
a multiplicity of verbal ones, which moſt aſſuredly 
were not. 22 Underwood's queſtion to Adjutant 
Stewart was one; and the one with which he followed 
it up. : 
Q. Were the queſtions written, or not, which the 
Wirneſs ſays were put by different Members at the ſame 
time, inſomuch, that the Judge Advocate got up, and 
deſired to know which he ſhould pur firſt ? 

A. Not written. 

Did not the Preſident mention to Major Browne, 
that Adjutant Stewart's evidence was not reprobated ;— 
that it ſtood on the face of the Proceedings; and the Court 


would pay to it what attention they thought proper ! — 


And was not this during the converſation, which, he 
ſays, paſſed between Captain Sutherland and Major 
Browne 

A. Lieutenant Colonel Forfler ſeemed to interfere, as 
ſome check to Captain Sutherland ; but he certainly does 
not recolle& having heard the expreſſions contained in 
the queſtion. The converſation was in a low voice, 
and Captain Sutherland was nearer to him than Lieutenant 


Colonel Forſter, > 
Q. Was he not in Court, when Major Browne put a 


queſtion to one of the Witneſſes, mimicking the mode 


of expreſſion made uſe of by a Member of the Court, — 

Captain Sutherland? ED . 
A. Captain Sutherland ufed a phrafe, in examining 

Witneſſes, which appeared ſingular.— When he wiſhed 


the Witneſs to ſtate inſtances, he would ſay - Condeſcend 


upon inſtances. Major Browne, in croſs-examining 
Captain Wilkinſon, made uſe of that phraſe. 

Was it not in the ſame tone of voice, in which 
Captain Sutherland commonly expreſſed himſelf ? | 

A. He did not perceive the mimickry in the voice, 
but Major Browne certainly uſed the expreſſion as a 
joke. | 
: Q. Does he recollet Major Browne having, in the 
courſe of his evidence, mentioned ſome particulars of 
his conduQ, with regard to Captain Hedges, when they 
met at Bath? 

A. Major Browne did attempt to relate ſome tranſac- 
tions, between Captain Hedges and himſelf, at Bath; 
but the Court thought it improper to go into them, 

Q. Did the Preſident make any remark on the oc- 
cafion ? 5 

A. He really does not recollect any particular re- 
mark; it was early in the trial; he believes, before 
Major Browne's croſs- examination commenced. 

Q. Was not Captain Hedges, as well as Major Browne, 
checked by the Court, when any deſultory converſation 
took place between them ? 


A. He does not recolle& any direct check, which 
conveys to him the idea of a reprimand the Court 


may have interpoſed, ſo as to produce ſilence. 

Did he hear, during his attendance, any of the 
Members threaten, or treat with abuſive, or improper 
roſecution ? 


the 


A. With reſpe& to Adjutant Stewart, there were ex- 


xreffions of very great ſeverity ; and upon his refuſin 
bs anſwer a diſputed queſtion, ſome which implied 
threats. In the courſe of Lieutenant Greene's evidence, 
he thinks, he has already ſtated an expreſſion of Captain 
Hamilton's, which ſcemed to convey an injurious ſuſpi- 
cion. He does not recollect any in the examination of 
the other Witneſſes, nor does he recolle& any thing 
amounting to the term“ abuſive.” | 
. Did Major Browne treat that Court Martial with 

the ſame deference and reſpect which is obſerved in his 
conduct to the Court now fitting ? 

A. He did not; nor did the dignity of their Proceed- 
ings demand it. Ia — : : 

Q. (By defire of Major Prowne) Did Captain Hedges 
propoſe to Major Browne a queſtion in his croſs-exa- 
mination, tending to no one point, but injuring his cha- 
rater and conduct? : | 


A. He remembers a queſtion, which Major Browne | . 


refuſed to anſwer, as criminating. 
The 49th queſtion, propoſed to Major Browne in his 


croſs-examination, being now read from the Authenti- 


cated Minutes, viz. 


„ 49 Q. Did you not apologize, in Public Orders, to 


c Captain Wilkinſon, and take him out of arreſt ?” 


Mr. GILBERT was interrogated, Whether, on the 
queſtion being propoſed, which has been now read, 


language, any of the Witneſſes produced in behalf of 


— 


| 


any of the Court interfered and ſaid, © We are not try- 
« ing Major Browne 2” © 1 Et 
A. Not that he heard. | 
Q. Did, or did not, the Court afterwards, on Adju- 
jutant Stewart's examination, and alſo on Lieutenant 
Greene's, frequently interpoſe, when queſtions were 
propoſed by Major Browne, tending to elucidate that 


point, ſaying, 4 They were not trying him?“ 


A. He really does not recollect they did. 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne addreſs the Pre- 


| ſident, ſaying, © God damn me, Mr. Preſident, where 


e ſhall I begin?“ | 
A. He recollects Major Browne once, or perhaps 
twice, making uſe of an oath in the courſe of the alterca- 
tion, but not in the manner now ſtated in the queſtion ; 
and when ſtopped by the Court, he has ſeemed by a 
bow, to make a momentary apology for the expreſſion. - 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till the 
morrow morning, at ten o'clock. 


| TUESDAY, 11th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 


One of the Members, Major General Martin, being 
ill, and unable to attend this day, 


THE CouRT was further adjourned till Thurſday 
morning, the 13th inſtant, at ten o'clock, 


THURSDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 


THE Court being met, purſuant to adjournment, 
Mr, GILBERT was further examined. 


Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Can he find in his 
Notes, any trace of Major Browne being prevented exa- 
mining Adjutant Stewart on the point relative to Captain 
Wilkinſon? : 

A. He does not think there is any. 

Q. Might not the Court have interpoſed, ſo as to 
prevent Major Browne's examining Adjutant Stewart to 
that point, and he, the Witneſs, not have noticed it? 

A. They might; for he did not take his Notes ſo 
accurately at that time. . 

Q. Did the conduct of the Court, on the firſt day of 
the trial, appear to be ſuch, as led him to ſuppoſe they 


were previouſly acquainted with the matters propoſed 


to be brought before them? | : 

A. Something dropped in Court, which, at the time, 
made him remark, that the Court ſeemed to be in ex- 
— of Captain Hedges's Memorial for an arreſt at 
arge. | 

Q: Did Major Browne ever admit, or conſent to, the 
abridgment being made in his Narrative, or.grounds of 
Proſecution, but in conſequence of the mandate of the 
Court? ; 

A. Major Browne made thoſe abridgments himſelf, 
after the Court had ſhewn their determination not to 
receive it in its more extended ſtate. He does not re- 
collect any particular mandate, 5 

Q. Did it appear to him, that any of thoſe reſtrie- 
tions, which occaſioned the abridgment, were made out 
of kindneſs to Major Browne ? | 

A. It certainly did not. 

Q.: When Major Browne, on the third day of the 
trial, made further abridgments, in conſequence of the 
injunctions of the Court, did he requeſt that the 
points which were over-ruled, might appear upon the 
Minutes ? a Tay 

A. If Major Browne did make further abridgments, 
it is very poſhble he may have made that requeſt. The 
Witneſs remembers his making the like requeſt, during 


- 


| the reading of ſome part of the Narrative. 


Q. The Witneſs has ſaid, Major Browne was per- 
mitted to touch upon the ſeveral points. Was he per- 
mitted to touch ſufficiently upon them, according to 
the legal rules of evidence ? 

A. By no means. He was not allowed to go ſuffi- 
cient]y at large into particulars, to lay the chain of facts 
fairly before the Court, which appeared neceſlary for 
convicting the Priſoner, Sk | 

2 Did it appear to him, after the fifth or ſixth day 
of the trial, that any Remonſtrance from Major Browne 
could have any effect, but that of irritating the Court? 

A. It is difficult to ſuppoſe what effect it might have 
had; but he knows no reaſon to ſuppoſe a proper Re- 
monſtrance would have irritated the Court. 

Q. Did he hear the Members frequently declare, in 


open Court, the Judge Advocate might give his opi- 
nion, but they would purſue it only as they liked it? 


A, He does not remember any ſuch declaration. 


2 Q. Did 


Q. Did it appear to him, that Lieutenant Mahon was 
treated with equal gentleneſs, as any of the Witneſſes 
produced by Captain Hedges? 

A. He was not treated with that degree of reſpect 
and deference, with which the Witneſſes referred to by 
the queſtion, were treated. 

Q. Did he remark Lieutenant Urquhart's conduct to- 
wards Quarter Maſter Griffin, when produced by Major 
Browne, as a Witneſs, in the courſe of his Reply ? 

A. He does not remember noticing any thing parti- 
cular, | 


A queſtion ſtated in the Authenticated Minutes of 
the Court Martial was now referred to, propoſed on 
the part of Captain Hedges, in his croſs-examination of 
Lieutenant Greene; and the ſame was read, viz, 


© You have ſaid, that Major Browne has never diſ- 
te turbed the harmony of the Regiment, or behaved 
« improperly as a private Gentleman, only in the in- 
& ſtance you have mentioned.” — Were you not preſent 
cat the Meß, on the 20th of January laſt, when he, in 
© the moſt extraordinary and unwarrantable manner, 
dre his ſword on a naked man, his ſuperior Officer, 
and thereby diſturbed the harmony that reigned at 
- © that time? | 
A. I was not preſent.” 


Mr. GILBERT was then interrogated (at the defire | 


of Major Brawne)—Did he make any obſervation rela- 
tive to the conduct of the Court, in preventing Major 
Browne from an attempt to vindicate his character from 
"the imputation endeavoured to be fixed by this queſtion ? 

A. He made no Note of the circumſtance ; but as far 
as his recollection goes, the Court were very unwil- 
ling to go into a diſcuſſion of the buſineſs. Several of 
the Members ſeemed not pleaſed, that the matter had 
been introduced at all; and amongſt them, he thinks, 
Captain Hamilton, But Major Browne expoſtulating 


warmly, that, as it had appeared againſt him, his vin- 


dication ought alſo to appear, he was permitted to put 
the neceſſary queſtions, after a conſiderable time ſpent 
in altercation upon it. Se Se 

Q. Did the Court ſeem to have conceived any thing 
diſreſpectful, or perſonal, in Major Browne's having, in 
a queſtion propoſed by him, introduced a peculizrity 
of expreſſion, frequently uſed by Captain Sutherland ? 

A. The queſtion created-a laugh for a conſiderable 
time, till Captain Sutherland appearing uneaſy under it, 
the Preſident interfered, out of delicacy to him. 

Q: In what manner did the Preſident interfere ? 

A. He made ſome motions to Major Browne, and 
endeavoured that the buſineſs might proceed, 

Qi. Has he frequently ſeen Members of the Court 
Martial, walking arm-in-arm with Captain Hedges, to- 
wards Ford's Tavern, at the hour of dinner ? 

A. He has ſcen ſome of them walking in a familiar 
way with Captain Hedges, almoſt ar. all times of the day, 
though he cannot take upon himſelf to ſwear poſi- 
tively, as to having ſeen them walking towards the ta- 
vern at the hour of dinner: coming out of the Court- 
houſe he is certain he has ſeen them arm-in-arm. 

Q. Were not the two Grenadier Serjeants in Court 
during the firſt eight or nine days of the trial? And were 
. they not, notwithſtanding, produced by Captain Hedges, 
in ſupport of his Defence? by 23 

A. He has no doubt they were in Court for the ſpace 
of time mentioned; for ſeveral days, he knows, they 
were. : 

Q. (By the Court) To what does he conceive the 
Judge Advocate to have alluded, when he made uſe of 
this expreſſion “ I never underſtood the Proſecutor 
vas to have one meaſure of juſtice, and the Priſoner 
% another?“ | 

A. He takes it to have been upon the Court appear- 
ing very unwilling to receive a paper offered by Major 
Browne, as a concluſion of his Reply, as ſuch had been 

admitted in the Priſoner's Defence. | 


A part of the written Defence of the Priſoner was 
now referred to, and read, upon motion from a Mem- 
ber of the Court, viz, | 


Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 


© When ſerious Charges, like the preſent, are made 


© againſt my military and private character, it is a re- 
© flection of no uncommon ſatis faction to me, that I 
© have men to be my judges, who are totally diveſted 
© of all illiberal prejudice againſt me, and who have 
< liſtened to the evidence, in ſupport of the Proſecution, 
* with every poſſible degree of cardour and attention. 
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The ſetting of this Court, which however I behold 
with concern, I mult beg leave to premiſe, was partly, 
nay, wholly, at my inſtigation; for had I not fo ſeri- 
ouſly demanded a Court of Enquiry from the Com- 
mander in Chief, to inveſtigate my conduct, then aſ- 
perſed by the Proſecutor, Major Browne, you would 
not this day have had this irkſome taſk on your hands. 
Had I proceeded, as ordered, to Europe, carrying the 
letter written to General Maxwell, replete with every 
diſgraceful inſinuation that an inſidious enemy could 


ed for St. Kitts, leaving the Commander in Chief 
here, impreſſed with an idea of my turbulent and ſedi- 


have ſtood forth to make thoſe Charges he now does. 
I am very happy, that his behaviour in this Court, 
and the manner in which he has attempted to conduct 
this Proſecution, have met with the diſapprobation of 
the Court ; for it muſt ſhew his character in its native 
colours ;—it will account for every - miſunderſtanding. 
between us ;—it will convince the Court, this Audi- 


haughty, paſſionate, and vindictive ſpirit, could ne- 
ver be on terms, even with the moſt paſſive. 


© He has taken infinite pains to perſuade the Court, 


with what reluctance he appears to proſecute me. He 
tells you, on oath, that perſonal pique, and private re- 
ſentment, have no ſhare in it that it is for the good 
of the Service, and for the advantage of the 67th Re- 
giment, that I am thus publicly accuſed ; yet, Sir, I 
appeal to every Member of this Court, whether a 
ſhadow of benefiting the Service, has appeared in this 
Proceeding ; on the contrary, whether his whole con- 
duct, in this Proſecution, is not the reſult of perſonal 
malevolence ; betraying the moſt rancorous and malig- 
nant perſonal hate againſt me; and although he has 
ſummed up all his art upon the occaſion, yet, his un- 


ing matters to a ſerious concluſion was not his wiſh, 
clearly evinces, that if his private fe-lings had been 
gratified by an accommodation, or apology, the good of 
his Majeſty's Service would have been the laſt object 
of his contemplation. Eh 

I believe, Mr. Prefident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 
Major Browne is the firſt Officer that ever dared to con- 
fine another, without poſitive and ſufficient proof of his 
criminality, He has indeed lately familiarized himſelf 


to the World, it will intereſt the feelings of the great- 
er part of the Britiſh Army; and they will behold 
with horror, the ſlender thread by which their liberties 


my liberty, but tells this Court boldly, that at the 


againſt me ;—that all was hearſay and report. And by 
whom, Sir, were theſe reports, to my diſadvantage, 


not join this Regiment till very lately ; and who could 
not, from their knowledge of the Service, or of me, 
have formed a juſt idea of my conduct, 

© I am well acquainted, as a ſubject of the Britiſh 
Crown, with the value of liberty ; and the decifion of 
the Courts of Judicature would almoſt, I ſhould think, 
deter even the raſheſt man from unadviſedly infring- 
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ing it, g ST 
6 i hope the Court will pardon my recriminating up- 
on this occaſion. I ſhall refrain as much as pofhble ; 


on the Proſecutor, or his Evidence, they will conſider 
the forty ſeven days confinement I endured, added to 
the other inſults received during this unj uſtifiable Pro- 
ſecution. | | 

© It would be taking up the time of the Court to little 
purpoſe, to go through Major Browne's Narrative; 
replete as it is with falſehoods and inconſiſtencies 


G4 6 A XK K 


ating it by evidence ;—that, I leave to the Court, I 
ſhall only endeavour to refute thoſe paſſages which 
appear more malevolent, : 

He begins in Ireland, after his departure from the 
Regiment, and ſubſequent to a buſineſs which he had 
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mean his conduct to the Regiment in Dublin, I ac- 
knowledge, the interpoſition of Celanel Croſbie ac- 
commodated the matter; and there was a public Meet- 


mutual oblivion of the cauſe of that miſunderſtanding. 
This, however, Major Browne endeavours to make 
out a private reconciliation between us, which my 
© ſubſequent conduct has been a breach of; but, Sir, I 
© ſhould apprehend, a public reconciliation, upon a par- 
- ; ; | © ticular 


inſert, to wound an Officer; or had I quietly embark- 


tious ſpirit, it is very clear my Proſecutor would never 


ence, and the World, that a man in command, of his 


fortunately taking ſo much pains to ſhew, that bring- 


to it; but | truſt, when this trial comes to be publiſhed. 


are ſuſpended. Major Browne not only deprives me of 


time of my arreſt, he had no evidence to produce 


propagated ? By his own adherents. Men, who did 


but ſhould I be induced to animadvert with harſnneſs 


nor ſhall I advert to the pledge he made of ſubſtanti- 


better, for his own ſake, have kept concealed, 1 


ing of the Officers, with a, proiniſe on all ſides uf 
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ticular point, was not to do away the injuries I had 
ſufferea from him. I might have forgot his conduct 
to the Regiment, but ſurely I was at liberty to have 
my own opinion of Major Browne, as to private offence; 
and were it at all material, I could produce ample teſ- 
timony which would juſtify my entertaining the worſt 
ſentiments of him, and which would clear my conduct 
of that duplicity he wiſhes to inſinuate I had ſo much 


As to the toaſts drank at the periods mentioned, and 
one of which Major Browne has appropriated to him- 
ſelf; and though on his oath, added to, and embel- 
liſhed, but which was related by Adjutant Stewart and 
Lieutenant Mahon, in far other words; all I ſhall ſay 
will be this--that Major Browne was not my Command- 


ing Officer, when I was in Country Quarters at Xi. 


larney ; Colonel Croſbie being then with the Regiment, 
and even once at table; and who would, of courſe, if 
I had been faulty, have taken proper notice of it. But 
for a moment admitting him to have been my Com- 
manding Officer, and that the toaſts themſelves, 
though drank by all preſent, and even his near 1ela- 
tion, Lieutenant Mahon, were highly diſreſpe&ful to 
him, yet ſurely, Sir, the Second Article of the Se- 
cond Section of the Articles of War, points out to 
whom we, as Military Men, are to confine our pub- 
lic and outward reſpect. Major Browne was not Com- 
mander in Chief; he was himſelf but a ſubordinate 
Officer ;—and I apprehend, I was at full liberty to give 
my ſentiments of him as I thought proper. Theſe 
reaſons will equally operate as to any other abuſe [ 
may have given him in Jreland. I am however happy, 
I can produce Officers of reputation to ſhew, that 
what has been ſo boldly aſſerted by his Evidences, is 


not true; and however he may indulge himſelf with 


the idea of my repeated abuſe, will prove, that my ge- 
neral converſation were upon ſubjects of greater mo- 


ment. . 
As for our meeting at Barbadoes, and the reconcili- 


ation which, he ſays, took place there, I allow ſome 
converſation paſſed between us; and although he has 


ſo poſitively ſwore, and his friend, Dr. Dillon, has 
joined him, I yet declare upon my Honour, as an Of- 
ficer and a Gentleman, that what I ſaid to him was, 
that I had never ſaid a thing behind his back, which 
I] would not ſay to his face. That no reconciliation 
took place at that time, is evident from his letter, 
which is written ten days after this converſation, and 
bears no mark of a precedent reconciliation ; for one 
is there tendered by Major Browne, apparently the 
firſt; and I ſhould ſubmit, that if found varying from 
his ſtory in one inſtance, it goes a great length to im- 
peach the validity of the whole of what he has ſworn 
concerning that buſineſs. This letter, with ſeveral 
others, which I have in Court, written by him in the 
moſt friendly ſtile, all beginning, My dear Hedges,” 
would convince the Court at once, that had there been 
ever ſo great a miſunderſtanding between us, antece- 
dent to that period, it was from his letter done away 
at leaſt I ſhould always deem it a neceſſary prelimi- 
nary ſtep to a perfect reconciliation, to bury all for- 
mer enmity in oblivion. | 

© We were for a conſiderable time on good terms: 
and I need only appeal to his Public Orders, iſſued in 
June, for the propriety of my conduct in every reſpect 
as an Officer; and 1 will alſo ſhew the Court, that 
even ſo low down as the 7th of October, by his own 
Order iſſued in Barbadoes, my conduct, as an Officer, 
was not reprehenſible; but on the contrary, that he, 
as my Commanding Officer, — of it. (Order 
of the 7th of October, read) Between theſe periods 
we bell no open diſagreement; but there were circum- 
ſtances in his conduct and behaviour towards me, 
(notwithſtanding his boaſted candour and forgiving 
diſpoſition) that diſpleaſed me, beczuſe they were un- 
merited, I do not intend to take up the time of the 


Court in giving a detail of them, but thus much will 


I ſay, that they entirely did away the light in which, 
at our reconciliation, I had regarded him ; and ſhewed 
the little dependance I could put on his ſincerity, 
He impeaches me for breaking my word of ho- 
nour on this occaſion z which was, however, never 
pledged. But I believe this Court, and the World, 
will agree with me, that the making up one miſun- 


© derſtanding, does not prevent ſubſequent diſagree- 


ments; and that when freſh inſults are received, a 
former accommodation does not preclude a poſſibilit 


of reviving anger and reſentment. I felt myſelf hurt 
by many parts of Major Browne's conduct, while at 
. Bar, 


badoes (after our reconciliation) and I therefore ap- 
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prehend I was at liberty to have any rettoſpect 1 
thought proper with reſpeCt to it. af | 
The various abuſe with which, he ſays, I loaded 
him in Barbadoes, I ſhall not advert to here, as it is 
mere hear-ſay, I ſhall conſider how far it is proved, 
when I come to the evidence of his Witneſſes, I hope, 
however, the Court will obſerve the partiality to ge- 
neral accuſation, which pervades his whole Narrative, 
but which, upon croſs-examination, he moſt com- 
monly is obliged to compreſs, as will appear, particu- 
larly in reſpett to my treatment of his Orders, and of 
the Orderly Book. | | 

For what reaſon he has ſo often introduced Majar 


Sladden's name in this Proſecution, I am at a loſs to lay, - 


unleſs he meaus to make a breach between us; if thele 
are his motives, they are as illiberal as they are inet- 
feftual, The Court will, I truſt, think that he 
cannot bring converſations between him and Maier 
Sladden, or Major Sladden and me, to ſubſtantiate his 
Charges againſt me, as they are foreign to the buſi- 
neſs Major Slad ien will, however, anſwer for him- 
ſelf, when called upon by me; and will, I truſt, an- 
ſwer for the propriety of my conduct, both as an Of- 
ficer and Gentleman. D 
* The Court will readily perceive Major Browne 
could not have conſidered me as that infamous cha- 
rafter (he wiſhed to have made me appear fince) by 
the repeated invitations he gave me to his houſe, pre- 
vious to my arreſt ; which, however, I declare, I ac- 
cepted with reluctance, and merely, that he ſhould 
not have it to ſay, that I withed to diſcourage his ad- 
vances ; this aflociating with me to the laſt, would be 
almoſt fuficient of itſelf to do away the force of an 
accuſation he could bring againſt me before this 
Court. The ſteps he took before he put me in arreſt, 
I will be bold to ſay, were as unprecedented, and un- 
warranted, as ever took place z—as Commanding Of- 
ficer of the Regiment, a command, however, which 
only devolved to him by accident, he preſumed to or- 
der me to Europe, not only to put me to the greateſt 
inconvenience and heavieſt expence, but even to the 
detriment of his Majeſty's ſervice, which wanted Of- 
ficers in the I//2/t-Indies, and when there were three 
Captains in Europe, on no actual ſervice ; aſſigning 
as his reaſon, that he and I ſhould not remain in the 
Regiment together. 

© I aſk, what an opinion the Army muſt entertain of 
that Commanding Officer, who could not govern his 
Regiment by the rules laid down for its exiſtence, 
without baniſhing thoſe who act, as he aſſerts I 
did, in an un- officer like and mutinous manner ?— 
Courts Martial are ever open to puniſh offences of fo 
high a nature. Yet, this Commanding Officer would 


not reſort to thoſe tribunals created to ſupport Mili- 


tary Diſcipline and Subordination, but flies to the 
abuſe of command; and, as it appears, to gratify his 
malevolence, attempts to ſend me away from the Re- 
giment with ſuch a Letter of Recommendation, as [ 
leave the Court to judge of, without a trial, or at- 
tempt of enquiry into my conduct. | | 
© My endeavour to clear myſelf at this time from his 


© infamous aſperſions, is adduced by Major Browne as an 


A * 
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impropriety—to ſhew it in its true light, I will reca- 
pitulate the circumſtances of it to the Court, 
When I remonſtrated on the hardſhip ot being fo 
ſoon obliged to quit the Regiment, at ſo great an in- 
convenience and expence, | was tolu, in the language 
of an Eaſtern Baſhaw, ** Do the duty firſt, and make 
your complaint afterwards,” Feeling this aggravated 
inſult, I applicd to the Commander in Chief for re- 
dreſs, as will appear by my Letter of the 8th of De- 
cember; the ſame day I received the order for Eu- 
rope, not for redreſs againſt that extraordinary order, 
which J apprehend, I might with great propriety have 
done ; but that I might have an enquiry held upon 
my character, which he had reflected on in the groſſeſt 
manner before Euſign Heard, and which I was further 
convinced of his having done, by ſeeing the Com- 
mander in Chief the next day, from whom TI learnt, 
J had been repreſented in very improper colours by 
the Proſecutor, the nature of which Captain Wilſon, 
who was with me, will fully prove. , 
The firſt Letter J wrote the General was this 
(Letter read); finding this had not the deſired effect, I 
wrote the Letter of the 11th of December, already 
read, to which I got this anſwer (anſwer read.) 
Theſe Letters the Court will ſee tended to this point, 
of having an enquiry upon my conduct; and I could 
prove it by an Officer, if I thought it neceſſary, that 
when I ſound I was to go to Sr, Kitts, my earneſt en- 
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© treaty to the Commander in Chief was, to ſet on foot 
an enquiry on my conduct as ſoon as I had left the 
© Iſland, in order, that I ſhould not labour under aſ- 
« perfions which I knew I did not merit. : 

© The Court will judge if this conduct was culpa- 
s ble. Let any man conſult his feelings, put the queſ- 
< tion, if, in a ſimilar ſituation, he would not have done 
«© the ſame ? The reputation of an Officer, ought, I ima- 
s gine, to be without ſlur or blemiſh ; if at any time a 
12 is thrown upon it, he is immediately bound to 
© clear it up, otherwiſe he does not, in wy opinion, de- 
© ſerve the Commiſſion with which he is honoured. 

The Proſecutor has endeavoured, with his uſual ma- 
© lice, to impreſs the Court with an idea of my diſobey- 
© ing his Orders upon this occaſion, ſaying, I applied 
© for redreſs againſt the Order for going to Europe, before 
I obeyed it; but the contrary exactly appears, for J 
© never attempted to diſobey it; and I ſhould, had an 
opportunity offered, have gone immediately; but in- 
« deed, he himſelf confeſſes, that 1 ſaid certainly 
© ſhould obey it; and in another place allows, I was 
© preparing to obey it, when countermanded by his Or- 
© der to repair to St. Kitts; an Order of a ſimilar na- 


© ture, equally calculated to injure and oppreſs me, and 


with no view to the good of the Service. 
© Had I diſobeyed either of theſe Orders, he might 
© then, with 8 have called me to a Court Mar- 
tial; but the one Order he reſcinds, and the other he 
prevented me from complying with, by confinement.” 


A part of the Priſoner's Rejoinder was likewiſe read, 
VIZ. a ; | 
Ar. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 
With your kind indulgence, I offer myſelf once 
more to your attention, in order to rejoin to the Pro- 
© ſecutor's Reply; but I would have you be perſuaded, 
© that nothing 2 the flagrant fal ſehoods advanced by 
© him, could have warranted me in intruding upon you 
again for a moment. 


And a queſtion was founded thereon—Whether Ar. 
Gilbert (the Witneſs) heard any animadverſion made by 


the Court, upon the contents of theſe Papers, when | 
read; or notice any interruption given by the Court to 


Captain Hedges, in the reading thereof ? 

A. He does not recolle&, either with reſpect to the 
Defence, or the Rejoinder, any animadverſion from the 
Court, or any interruption given to Captain Heages in 
the reading thereof, 


Q. Was any rebuke given by the Court to Captain 


Hedges, at the concluſion thereof ? 

A. None in the world. | pn 
Q. (By the Court) Did the Court Martial, in any 
ſtage of the trial, aſſign as a reaſon, for their not enter- 
taining thoſe articles of Major Browne's Charge againſt 
Captain Hedges, which reſpected matters alledged to have 
paſſed in Ireland, that their juriſdiction did not extend 
thereto; or that under a Commiſſion or Warrant iſſued 
by the Governor of a Vſi India Iſland, they were not 
authoriſed to take cognizance thereof ? 

A. He never heard it in any ſtage of the trial. 

Q. Was any other reaſon aſſigned by the Court for 
their not admitting the two Supplemental Articles of 
Charge, than that they were not produced at the time 
of the arreſt, together with the two Original Articles of 
Charge ? x : 

A. The reaſon aſſigned by the Court, and the only 
reaſon, which he recollects, was, that they conſidered 
thoſe two Supplemental Articles of Charge as included 
in the two Original Articles, and in ſubſtance the ſame, 

Q. The Witneſs having in a former part of his evi- 
dence, ſpoken of the objections which the Court took 
to certain parts of Major Browne's Narrative, and the 
limitations which they enjoined, as frivolous and ille- 
| gals he was deſired to explain, in what reſpects he con- 
| 3 objections and limitations as frivolous and 

- | | 

A. He conſidered the limitations as illegal, in reſpect 
of their being more reſtricted in point of time than the 
Mutiny Act directs, which does not preclude Courts 
Martial from taking cognizance of any offences, which 
have been committed within three years; and of courſe 
tending, in his opinion, to eſtabliſh a different mode of 
Juſtice in every Court Martial and he thought the ob- 
jections frivolous, becauſe they did not ſeem to him to 
have any foundation in fair reaſoning. 

Q. — he conceive it to be more exceptionable on 
the part of a Priſoner, to caution, inſtruct, or adviſe a 


ſider it as an inſtance of their 2 


Witneſs, under examination, not to anſwer. a queſtion 
9 to him, than on the part of a Proſecutor ? 
. He does not. 


Qt. The Witneſs, in another part of his evidence, 5 


queſtioned concerning a check, or reprimand, given to 
Captain Hedges, by the Court Martial, having termed the 


ſame, „A ſolitary inſtance of the impartiality of the 


Court,“ he was afked, whether he recollects the cir- 
cumſtance of Captain Hedges taking an objection to 


Major Browne's being admitted as a Proſecutor, by 
reaſon of his being at the time himſelf under an arreſt, 


or ſuppoſed to be ſo; and the over-ruling that objection 
by the Court ? 


A. He does recollect the cireumſtante. Dx „ 


Q. Does he recollect having ſeen from any Note, taken 
by another perſon, though he was not preſent at the 
time, that during the examination in chief, of Lieute- 
nant Mahon, a queſtion put by the Proſecutor to that 
Witneſs, whom he had himſelf produced, was enforced 
by the Court, and the Witneſs was directed to anſwer 
it, contrary to the opinion of the Judge :\dvocate ? 

A. He does not recollect the circumſtance, 


An entry made in the Authenticated Minutes of the 
Court, was now referred to, and read, which reſpects the 


ſame Witneſs, Lieutenant Mahon, when again produced | | 


by Major Browne, in the courſe of his Reply, viz. 

* Mr. \/ahon next appeared. | | 

* Q. (From the Court Were you in Court during 
© the time of Major Sladden's examination? Ea 

© A. | was. | 

* Fhe Priſoner objects to any further examination of 
* this Witneſs, On which the Court was cleared, and 
© then the following was mentioned by the Court :— 

Lieutenant Mahon having been an evidence formerly 
© before the Court, and ſuppoſed to have hniſhed, no no- 
* tice was taken ot his being afterwards in Court, it be- 


ing generally the rule of Courts Martial to direct, 


that all perſons likely to be called upon as evidence, 
© ſhould be precluded from app-aring till required; but 
if any one ſhould be called upon, who has been in 
© Court, it ſeems not to be ſufficient reaſon to debar him 
from giving his tettimony, the weight of which will 
© reſt with the Court to determine upon.” 


Mr. GILBERT was then interrogated, whether h 


recollects the circumſtance to which the entry now read, 


5 


refers? and anſwered in the affirmative. 5 
Q. Has he any reaſon to attribute the determination 


of the Court, in the two inſtances now pointed out to 


him, to any other motives than thoſe of juſtice and im- 
partiality? 2 . 
A. He had not particularly adverted to them, at the 
time when he ſpoke of the check, or reprimand, of Cap- 
tain Hedges, as a ſolitary inſtance; and as to the circum- 
ſtance of Lieutenant /1ahon being directed to be examin- 
ed as a Witneſs, though objected to by Captain Hedges, 


upon the ground of his having been preſent during the 


examination of another Witneſs, he had not then at- 
tended to the diſtinction (now pointed out to him) be- 
tween this caſe and that of Lieutenant Coſby, whom the 
Court had permitted to be examined, though he had 
been in the Court during the examination of another 


Witneſs, Serjeant Emmerſon, and without making any 
entry on their Minutes concerning it; and the Court 


having noted the one, and not the other, he did not con- 

Q. When Euſign Murray, after the Court had been 
cleared, followed Major Browne out, and had a conver- 
ſation with him, the parting words of which the Witneſs 
has ſtated, did it appear to him, from any thing ſaid by 
Enſign Murray, or trom any other circumſtance, that 
Enjign Murray was ſent out to Major Browne, by the 
Court ? | 5 

A. He does recollect ſome indiſtinct expreſſions which 


fell from En/ign Murray at the time, but which have 
now eſcaped his memory, did at the time, convey to his 


mind that idea. | 


Another entry on the Minutes of the Court Martial 
was now referred to, and read, relative to the ſubſtitut- 
ing of Captain Sutherland a Member of the Court, in the 
place of Captain Wade, unable from illneſs to give fur- 
ther attendance, as follows ;— 8 

The Court being met, the Commander in Chief's 
© Order was read, for ſwearing a new Member, in the 
room of Captain Wade, of the Engineers, taken fick ; 


] © when Captain Sutherland, of the 55th Regiment, was 
© ſworn in, and took his ſeat accordingly; and then the 


© whole Proceedings of the Court were read over in his 
« preſence, in the 1 of the Proſecutor, the Pri- 


« ſoner; 


— 
= 


4 

i, # 
} 9 
on 
* 341 

143 

"Mi 
94 
'þ 

Ll 

U 


Frag. 


* ſoner, and the Witneſſes, in open Court. The 
© Priſoner being aſked, made no objection to the new 


6 Member.” 


Mr. GILBERT, who had ſpoken of the Witneſſes 
as not being required to be preſent, when the teſtimony 
was read over to the newly ſworn Member, was aſked, 
Whether, upon recollection, he could ſay poſitively, 
whether or not Mr. Dillon was preſent in Court, as the 
entry imports, when his evidence was read: — To which 
he anſwered, that he is confident Surgeon Dillon was not 
at the Bar at the time ; nor does he remember, that his 
attention was called to the reading of his evidence ; — 
he may poſſibly have been in the Court-room. 

Q. Was any objection taken by Major Browne, the 
Proſecutor, in that reſpe&t ? | 

A. He does not remember that either party took an 


objection. 


An entry, relative to the ſubſtitution of Lieutenant 


Gordon, as a Member, in the place of Enſign Murray, 


taken ill, was likewiſe read, viz. 

Lieutenant Adam Gordon, of the 69th Regiment, 
© was ſworn as a Member, in the room of Enfign Mur- 
© ray, taken ſicx. The Proceedings were then read 
© over in his preſence, in the preſence” of the Proſecu- 
© tor, the Priſoner, and in open Court; which having 
© taken up the whole day, the Court adjourned till the 
© next day, at nine o'clock in the morning. 

The — having been aſked, did not object to 
© the new Member.” ; | 


Q. (To Ar. Gilbert) Was any objection taken by 
either of the parcies, in this inſtance, to the Minutes 
not being read in the preſence of the Witneſles reſpec- 
tively, who had given evidence ? 

A. None. | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did th 
Judge — vocate ſuggeſt that it was neceflary ? 

. No. 

Q: (By the Court) Was any objection taken by 

Major Browne, the Proſecutor, when the evidence was 


Þ 


recited, that any part of it was not ſtated fully, or 


juſtly ? 

A. He does not know that any objection was taken; 
nor does he know whether Major — paid atten- 
tion to the reading of the Minutes, or not; but he cer- 


tainly might have done it. The Witneſs himſelf was 


ſometimes in Court, and ſometimes out, and cannot 
therefore ſpeak with preciſion concerning it. | 
Q. Did the irregularity of ſix or ſeven Members pro- 
poſing ueſtions at the ſame time, prevail pretty gene- 
rally? Or did it take place only when the Witneſles 
were under examination by Major Browne ? | 
A. Only to the interruption of the Witneſſes who 
were under examination by Major Browne. 
Q. Did any queſtions, proceeding from the Court, 


or from the Preſident, as in the name of the Court, hold 


out, or imply, that depreciating the military character of 


a Commanding Officer, in the eſtimation of Subordinate 
Officers, if praQtiſed, or attempted, in a private room, 


and not upon duty, became a matter of a private na- 
ture, and was to be treated as ſuch ? 


A. That did certainly appear to him to be the idea | 


of the Court; and the expreſſion uſed by Captain Smith, 
te that Commanding Officers might be damned ſcoun- 
& qdrels,” tended to confirm him in that opinion. 

Q. When queſtions or anſwers have not been inſerted 
in the Minutes, and (upon Major Browne's preſſing the 
inſertion) the Court has ſaid, Nothing ſhould appear 
« upon their Minutes, but what they liked” Did the 
Witneſs underſtand that the Court aſſumed, or claimed, 
an arbitrary right, to reject or admit evidence at plea- 
ſure ; or that they aſſerted a right only of determining 
whether the matter was pertinent or foreign to the mat- 
ter in iſſue ? | 

A. They ſeemed to him to exerciſe an arbitrary 
right. 

- Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Were not 
all the queſtions, as taken down by the Judge Advo- 
cate, firſt read to the Witneſſes ? And were not the an- 
ſwers, as minuted, read to them alſo? 

A. He believes, in general, the Judge Advocate, 
with the exception of fuch queſtions as were put and 
anſwered verbally, only, were read over to the Witneſſes, 
and likewiſe the anſwers, 

Q. Does he recolle& any of the Witneſſes ever men- 


| tioning, that the anſwers were not properly taken 


down ?- 
4 


| reply? 


1 
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A. He does not. | | 

Q. Does he undertake to ſay, that when the Court 
ſaid, they would not ſuffer any thing to appear upon 
their Minutes but what they liked; it admitted of no 
other meaning than that which he has aſſigned? 

A. He has not ſaid that; —he certainly believes, the 
Court would have affixed the meaning of aſſerting their 
privilege of determining what was pertinent, but the 
manner, and the occaſions, in which they applied the 
expreſſion, would not permit him to put any other con- 
ſtruction than he has given. | 


MAJOR BROWNE now propoſing Mr. Patrick 
Dillon as a Witneſs, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter deſired to 
receive the ſenſe of the Court, whether Mr. Dillon's 
evidence is admiſſible; and he ſtated his objection in the 
following terms, viz.—“ As Major Browne has ob- 
6 jected to the Gentlemen joined with me in this Pro- 
<« ſecution, being examined as Witneſſes, they being 
parties in the preſent trial, which abjection has been 
„ ſuſtained by the Court; and as Major Browne has 
* ſtated, that ſome of his Witneſſes conceive, that they 
© have been —_ injured by the Court Martial of 
© which I was Preſident, I do now, for myſelf, and 
in the name of the other Members of that Court 
«© Martial, /ubmit to this Honourable Court, Whether 
the teſtimony of ſuch Witneſſes ſhould be received 
« in behalf of Major Browne, for the reaſon above 
&« ſtated ?” | - 


Tak CovurrT having deliberated thereon, did not 
conſider the caſe quoted by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 
as appoſite to the preſent ; and were clearly of opinion, 
that the objection now offered, docs by no means affect 
the competency of the Witneſſes to whom it points. 


Mr. PATRICK DILLON, who was Surgeon of 
the 67th Regiment, now of the 64th, was then ſworn 
and examined, : 


After ſtating, that Captain Hedges was put in arreſt 
in the Iſland of Antigua, about the 15th of December, 
1785, and that Captain Hamilton, Captain Ramſay, Lieu- 
tenant Urgubart, Lieutenant Lockhart, and Enjign Mur- 
ray, arrived ſhortly after from Deminica, in order to aſ- 
fiit as Members of a Court Martial for his trial, this 
Witneſs was aſked, ; 

Q. Whether he had been intimately acquainted in 
America, when Surgeon of the 105th Regiment, with 
ſome of thoſe Officers? 2 

A. He had. 

Q. Did any of them, ſoon after their arrival in Au- 
tigua, impeach Major Browne's character to him; and 
in what terms ? | 

A. Lieutenant Urquhart has ſeveral times mentioned 
his diſlike to Major Browne, particularly at Quarter 
Maſter Griffin's room, on the evening of the day on 
which he, Lieutenant Urquhart, had dined with Major 
Browne, ſpeaking of him as , a damned raſcal.” This 
was previous to the fitting of the Court Martial. 

Q. Did Lieutenant Urquhart ſay, that Major Browne 
had ever treated him in a manner which might have 
given him cauſe for ſuch expreſſion ? | 

A. He did not mention any particular cauſe, 

Q: Did the Witneſs ever hear of any cauſe? 

A. Never. | 

Q. Did the four Officers of the 3oth Regiment come 
to him, and requeſt him to viſit Captain Hedges, the 
Priſoner, previous to the trial? | | 

A. Captain Ramſay did ; not the others, | 

Q. Did Captain Ramſay expreſs to the Witneſs, that 
Captain Hedges had a great regard for him ? 

A. That was the reaſon he aſſigned for wiſhing the 
Witneſs to go to him. | ? 

Q. Did any of thoſe four Officers of the 3oth Regi- 
ment, make any obſervation to him upon the impro- 
priety of Major Browne's conduct, as Commanding Of- 
ficer of the 67th Regiment, previous to the trial ? 

A, Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lockhart, and En- 
fign Murray have obſerved, that Captain Hedges's Charge 


| was of a private nature, and ſhould not be brought be- 


fore a Court Martial ;—alſo, that a Court Martial 
would not take cognizance of private converſation 
that they had underſtood the whole buſineſs to be of a 
private nature. Opon which occaſion, the Witneſs 
ſhewed them Fudge Blackſtone's Commentaries on the 
Laws of Evidence, making ſome remarks upon the na- 
ture of an oath, and the whole truth. | | 

Q. Did the Witneſs make any remark, tending to 
ſhew, that an Officer, when. on his oath, muſt tell 
the whole truth? And did he receive any, and what 


As He 


A. He pointed this. out from Blackſtone's Commen- 
taries. To which they replied, a Court Martial never 
would take cognizance of a private converſation they 


alſo obſerved, it was a buſineſs which ſhould be ſettled 


another way,—alluding to duelling. Lieutenant Lockhart 

had. Black/lone's Commentaries three or four days from 

him, to conſider on the point of evidence. : 
Q. Did any of thoſe four Officers of. the zoth Regi- 


ment, mention any thing to him relative to. Major 


Browne's manner of conducting his command :? 


A. They mentioned having heard he was a great 


tyrant; and uſed other expreſſions to the like effect. 


Q. Were thoſe Officers every day in the Barrack, 


walking arm-in- arm with the Priſoner, Captain Hedges ? 


A. He did not ſee them walking arm-in-arm with 


Captain Hedges at the Barrack. s 
Q. Did he ſee them with Captain Hedges? And in 
what manner? _ | 
A. Lieutenant Lackhart, and Lieutenant Urquhart, and 
Enſign Murray, were conſtantly at Captain Hedges's 


room, and. dined there; lived there; breakfaſted, dined, . 


and ſupped, in general. Captain Ramſay lay in his room 
for ſome nights. 7 | 

Q. Did either of thoſe Officers, at the Meſs of the 
—— drink Captain Hedges's health, and ſucceſs to 
him | | 
A. The Witneſs was Vice-Preſident of the Meſs, 
when Captain Ramſay propoſed, © Captain Heages's 
c health, and ſucceſs to him!“ On which the Witneſs 
obſerved, it was a party buſineſs there, and wiſhed him 
to wave it. 

Q. Did he make any obſervation to Captain Ramſay, 
at the time of his expreſſing a wiſh of his viſiting Cap- 
tain Hedges? "es 

A. He told Captain Ramſay, it would appear very ex- 
traordinary for him to viſit a perſon, againſt whom he 
 ſhouly probably be called as a Witneſs, 

Q. Did Captain Ramſay make any remark in return ? 
A. Not, that he recollects. 

Q. Does he remember, that Adjutant Stewart was, at 
this time, ſo ill, as to occaſion an Order, that the Drums 
ſhould not beat, nor the Band play, in the Barracks ? 

A. It was himſelf, who made the repreſentation of 
the Adjutant's ſtate of health to Major Browne. 

Qi. Does he recollect, after this period, a violent up- 
roar in the Barracks? And on what occaſion ? 

A. He does not recolle& the occaſion; but he was 
obliged, ſeveral times, to ſend to Major Browne a re- 

reſentation of the noiſe made over Adjutant Stewart's 
— who then lay dangerouſly ill with a fever. 

Q. In whoſe room was the noile ? 

A. Either in Lieutenant Cofby's, or Captain Hedges's. 

Q. When did Lieutenant Colonel Forfter, and the re- 
mainder of the Members for conſtituting the Court Mar- 

tial, arrive at Antigua ? | | 
A. About the latter end of January. | 

Q. Did Lieutenant Underwood, one of thoſe: Officers, 
mention to the Witneſs, his happineſs that he was not 
to be a Member? And did he aſſign any reaſon ? 

A. He has had many converſations with Lreutenant 
Underword ; but cannot recolle& that circumſtance, 

Q. Was Enfign Murray ſick ? And did he not live 
with the Witneſs, in his room? 

A. Enſign Murray laboured under a fever in his room, 
for a few days; but did not live with him. 

Q. When was he firſt informed of Enfign Murray's 
having made the depoſition, which appears on the Mi- 
nutes of the Court Martial ? ; 

A. On the firſt or ſecond day of the ſitting of the 
Court, Dr. Bowie mentioned to him, having heard 


that Enſign Murray had ſaid, in a variety of companies 


in town, that he, the Witneſs, had ſaid, in ſoliloquy 
in his own room, at night, That he would break 
« Captain Hedges; which report, with others, relative 
to Lieutenant Mahon and Lieutenant Greene, the Witneſs 
communicated to Major Browne, 

Q. When did he firſt hear that Euſign Murray had 
made a depoſition in Court, reſpecting this matter? 

A. Not till the ſecond day of his own examination. 

Q. Did he hear Major Browne requeſt of the C.urt, 
when he was. firſt produced as a Witneſs, that the 
depoſition might be read before him? , 


A. He did .not know that £n/ign Murray .had made 


a depoſition. 

Q. Does he allude to the firſt, or to the ſupplemental 
depolition ? | 

A. On En/ign Murray's making the latter, the Court 
did then read to him, what he was at .that time in- 
formed Enjign Murray had depoſed reſpecting him, on 
the firlt day, 


Q. When he was firſt produced as a Witneſs, in what 


manner was he treated ? 


| 


* 
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A. Previous to his being ſworn as a Witneſs, hav- 


ing been ordered to attend at the Court-houſe for that 
purpoſe, he was walking about with ſome Gentlemen, 
when Lieutenant Urguhart came up to him, in a manner 
which he cannot deſcribe; a manner in which he never 


ſaw one Gentleman communicate his ſent ments to ano- 


ther; ſaying, “ Sir, you are to leave this! (meaning 
« the Court-houie,) Go to your Quarters. I any deſired 
„ by Colonel Forfler to tell you fo.” | 


Q. Was Major Browne at this time ta! king to, or 


walking with him? | 

A. He was walking with him. He is not certain, 
whether immediately ſpeaking with him. 
Q. Does he perceive any difference between the 
manner of his examination at that Court Martial, and 
that of his examination before this Court? And, if 
any, wherein does it conſiſt ? | 

A. It is difficult for him to ſtate a compariſon ; but 
the difference is the greateſt, 
Q. In what manner did the Court propoſe queſtions 
to him ? 

A. By many Members queſtioning him at the ſame 
time, and endeavouring to perſuade him he had fre- 
quently contradicted himſelf ; an inſtance whereof, may 


be ſeen in the 21ſt queſtion of his evidence, as ſtated in . 


the Minutes of the Court Martial. 


The Minutes of Mr. Dillon's evidence were referred 
2 and read, to the 21ſt Queſtion incluſive, as fol- 
OWS ;— 


* SURGEON DILLON was ſworn; and after the 
* Priſoner's Crimes were read to him, the following 
© Queſtions were put to him: — 

* Q. 1. (From the Court) At what time did you 


join the 67th Regiment? 


A. About the latter end of laſt March. 


© Q. 2. (Judge Advocate) Do you know that the 


© Prifoner has, at any time, behaved unlike an Officer 


928 and a Gentleman ? 


. 1 doe 

Q. 3. Judge Advocate) If you do, mention the 
© inſtances ? 

© A. I have, at ſeveral times, heard' Captain Hedges 
© load Major Browne with the names of Tyrant and 
Raſcal. | 
* Q 4- (From the Court) When, where, and at 


what time? 


* 


6 


* A. I cannot ſpecify the particular dates; but the 7 


© places were at Fort George, Confittution Hill, and Ge- 
* wvernor Parry's, in Barbados. 

Q. 5. (From the Court) Do you know any in- 
ſtances, in which Captain Hegges's conduct has 
tended to Mutiny ? 

© A, I do not, further than what I have ſaid. 


HG 


Q. 6. (From the Proſecutor). Did you ever hear 


Captain Hedges abuſe my Orders? 

© A. I have. 

Qt. 7. When, where, and at what time? 

A. At Fort George, ſeveral times; but the preciſe 
© dates I cannot recollect. i 

* Q. 8. In what manner, on what occaſion, and whe 
© were preſent? | 
A. As to the occaſion, I cannot ſay particularly, 
as I ſcldom looked at any Orders but what concerned 
myſelf, But I have never ſeen a Serjeant bring Or- 
ders to Fort George, while I was there, that Captain 
Hedges did not mention they were weak, fooliſh, and 
only tended to diſtreſs the Company. 
* Q. 9. (From the Court) Were you quartered at 
Fort George? And how long? . 
A. I was not quartered at Fort George; but my 
duty frequently carried me there, one day after ano- 
© ther; and ſometimes more than three days in a 


aA KA A A _ 8 


* 


© week. 

Q. 10. (From the Court) Was any Officer pre- 
ſent, when Captain Hedges, as you ſay, abuſed Major 
Browne's Orders ? | 
A. Lieutenant Coſby was frequently preſent. 


| {No No. 11, in the Original Proceedings.] 


R 


* 


preſent at thoſe times? 
A. I cannot particularly recollect. 


© Q. 13. (From the Court) Was Lieutenant * Mahon 


ever preſent ? | 2 

© A. I have frequently met him there; but cannot 
1 ye ſay, whether he was preſent at the abuſe 
of Major Browne's Orders. 2 


„ 


A 


Q. 14. (Judge Advocate) Were any of the Non- 
fficers, or Private Men, preſent at 


A. I be- 


commiſſioned 


thoſe times? 


* Q. 12. (From the Court) Were any other Officers 


_ 


* — 
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.t A. I believe they might have been. ET 

© Q. 15. (From the Court) Were you ever preſent 
© when Captain Hedges received Orders from Maj er 
© Browne? i bag . 
A. Very frequently. | 

Q. 16. (F rom the Court) In what inſtances? _ 

© A. I cannot recollect every inſtante ; but ſome- 
times, with-reſpe& to the Men's cloathing, and his 
© ſaying, that Major Browne would knock up all his 
Men. That there was no neceſlity for ſuch reports. 
© In conſequence of which, Captain Hedges requeſted me 
+ to apply to Major Browne, who, when I mentioned it 
to him, returned for anſwer, certainly they ſhould 
not, if it diſagreed with them; and gave Orders 
© that they ſhould come down only twice a week. 
2. 17. (Proſecutor) Did not the Priſoner find fault 
< with all the other Orders, beſides thoſe relative to the 
«. cloathing ? | 

© A. | have ſaid, he did, before. 
© Q. 18. (From the Court) At what hour, in gene- 
© ral, did you viſit the Quarters where Captain Hedge 
* was? 


: Ss Generally between the hours of eleven and 


< three; and frequently dined with Captain Hedges. 
Q. (From the Court to Major Browne) At what 
© hour in the day did you uſually ſend your Orders to 
© Captain Hedges's Quarters? | 
A. I did not ſend any Orders to Captain Fedges's 


©. Quarters ; the Serjeants were ordered to attend at fix 


© o'clock in the morning, to the beſt of my recoflection, 
© ſo as to return before the heat of the day came on; but 
© I have often times oblerved Serjeant Emmerſon remain 
till the evening, ſtating he had buſineſs to do for the 


Company, in town; and that he had Captain Hedges's 


© directions ſo todo, unleſs there was an Order which 
© required to be communicated immediately. | 
2. 19. (To Swrgeon Dillon, from the Court) Do you 
© know any inſtances, in which Captain Hedges has en- 
© deavoured to injure Major Browne in the opinion of the 
Officers of the Regiment? | 

A. Only in the inſtances I have mentioned. 
Q. 20. (From the Court) Have you _ reaſon to 
* ſuppoſe that Captain Hedges ſaid any thing before you, 
with a view to injure Major Browne's character in 
© your opinion ? WP 
A. Yes, ſeveral times. | 
Q. 21. (From the Court) Did you not ſay to the 
© contrary ſome time ago ? Xn | 
A. I think not.“ 


* 


: Q. (By defire of Maj» Browne, to Dy. Dillon) Did 
the Court endeavour to draw the Witneſs into argument 
with them, upon thoſe occaſions ? Ns 

A. In reſpe& of the ſaid 21ſt Queſtion, he endeavoured 
very much to explain himſelf, and to ſhew that he had 
not contradiged himſelf ; ſeveral of the Members uſed 
arguments tending to prove that he had, and inſiſted on 
it ſo ſtrongly, that the Witneſs was himſelf perſuaded 
he had. 

Q. Was there any warmth, or violence, in their 
manner ? | | E 

A, Only in the inſtance of a great many aſkin —_— 
tions at a time; the Judge Advocate conſtantly callin 


them to order, and defiring them firſt to ſend their queſ- 


tions to him :—they continued nevertheleſs in the ſame 
mode of queſtioning. | | 

Q. Does he recolle&t Major Browne warning him of 
this, previous to his examination ? 

A. Not previous; but Aſajor Browne frequently men- 
tioned to the Judge Advocate, his wiſh of having one 
Queſtion put at a time. 

Q. Did he ever hear any of the Members of the Court 
call out to the Judge Advocate, to inſert matters which 
had dropped from him, when giving anſwers to five or 


ſix at the ſame time? 


A. He does not recdlleft they did on the firſt day of 


his examination, very frequently ſubſequent to it. 
At the hour of three, the & 
morrow at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 
2 . FRIDAY, 14th SeeTEmMrER, 1787. 
Tus CouRT being met, purſuant to adjournment, 


_ MAJOR BROWNE requeſted, that certain parts of 


the evidence given by Lieutenant Greene; by Surgeon Dil- 
lon; and by Quarter Maſter Griffin ; and the whole of 
the evidence given by Dr. Bowie, in the Reply, might be 
read, and the ſame were read accordingly, as follows: — 


LIEUTENANT GREENE. 


7 © Q. (Proſecutor) If you were preſent in Surgeom il. 


© Jens room on the evening of the 11th of January, 


urt adjourned till the 


© 1786, in company with Surgeon Dillon, and Quarter 
* Maſter Griffin, ( Enſign Murray lying on a couch at the 
* ſame time) ſtate the converſation that paſſed, as fully as 
© you can; to this Court? | 

A. I did not fee Enſign Murray. I was told that he 
* was lying on a couch; nor can I ſwear poſitively to 


the day; but on entering the room where Surgeon Dil- 


© lon and Quarter Maſter Griffin were, and (as I was 
„told Zn/ign Murray lying on a couch; to the beſt of 


my recollection, Surgeon Dillon aſked me, © What made 


© «© me return fo ſoon ?”” and aſked, Whether I had 
e played at cards, or not? I told him that I had; and 
© « had won a Joe.” I alſo told him, that I had a game 
© cock, which fought at the Cock Club, “ and won its 
e battle after looſing its ſpurs.” He then aſked me, 
© « What kind of a Club it was?” I told him it was ag 
e pleaſant a Club as I ever had the honour of being a 
Member of.” To the beſt of my recollection, that 
* converſation ended there; Surgeon Dillon then men- 
© tioned, That he thought the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, 
would be broke, if brought to a Court Martial ;** 
© and ſaid, that Mr. Heard was a young man of a 
very good diſpoſition” or words to that purport. Dr. 
* Dillon, to the beſt of my recollection, ſaid, Mr. 
« «© Murray is faſt aſleep.” And ſome one made a re- 
„ ply, and ſaid, © Perhaps its a fox's ſleep, I left the 
© room immediately afterwards. ” Si | 


» (Court) Was there no reaſon given for caution- 


ing you about Mr. Murray being aſkep ?- 

© A. Not any. 

Q. (Court) Was there no other converſation paſſed, 
© previous to that part, where you ſay that Dr. Dillon 
* ſaid, “ He thought Captain Hedges would be broke, 
it brought to a Court Martial,” chan what you have 


© mentioned? | 


A. Not that I recollect. | | 
© Q. (Court) Did any other converſation pafs, when 


© it was remarked that My. Murray was aſleep? 


* A. Only that ſome one made a reply, it muſt be a 
« fox's ſleep. 8 

Q. (Proſecutor) Were you drunk, or in liquor, that 
night? | EY 

A. I am ſure I was perfectly ſober, 

Q. Was any obſervation made at that time, relative 
© to the impropriety of not being cautious in the manner 
you ſpoke, as Enſign Murray was to be a Member of 
© the Court Martial? | 

A. I do not recolleR there was. d 

Q. Did you hear Surgeon Dillon, at that time, or any 
© other, ſay any thing that could poſſibly influence you, 
or any other Officer, relative to the teſtimony you were 
© to deliver before the Court? 

© A. I do not recollect that he ever did. 

2. (Court) Did you eat your ſupper in Dr. Dillon's 
© room that night And had you not ſhrimps and por- 
< ter for ſupper? | | | 

© A. I did not ſup in Dy. Dillon's room that night. I 
© had ſupped at the Cock Club, with Mr. Lyons and Mr. 
© Horsford. Supper was over when I went into Dr. Dil- 
© /n's room, to the beſt of my recollection. 

© Q. (Proſecutor) Did you declare that night, that 
© you haddrank freely at the Cock Club ? | 

© A. I made no ſuch declaration. 1 could not have 
6. ſaid ſo. 

Q. Did you not ſay, that you might have got wine 


enough; but that you choſe to play at cards? 


A. I might have ſaid ſo, but do not recollect that 
did. FW 


DOCTOR DIELON was then examined. 


© Q. (Proſecutor) If you were preſent in your own 
© room, in the evening of the 11th of January laſt, in 
© company with Lieutenant Greene, and Quarter Maſler 
* Griffin, (Enſign Murray lying on a couch at the ſame 
time) ſtate the converſation that paſſed, as fully as you 
© can, to the Court ? : 

* A. On Lieutenant Greene's coming into the room, 
© I aſked him, Did not you drink at the Cock Club?“ 
© He anſwered, © Very little;” or, © But a few glaſſes.” 
© I aſked him, What ſort of company they were?” 
© He mentioned that They were the moſt reſpectable 
« « people in the Iſland; that he had played at Whiſt, 
„ and had won a joe, or half a Joe, (which of the 
© « two I do not recollect) that his cock had won with- 
© © out ſpurs.” Our converſation had then turned on 
© Captain Hedges; and I ſaid, as I had ſaid to many 
people before, that ſome of the Crimes againſt him 
would certainly be proved; and that I believed he 
© would be broke. I alſo recollect ſaying, Mr. Heard 
© was an honourable man; likewiſe Mr. C:/by ; and that 

| At 


the latter Gentleman, though a particular friend of ||. 
« Captain Hedges, when on his oath, would ſay the truth. 
I likewiſe mentioned, I believe, that Mr. Mahon was 
© an honourable man; but the particular word I cannot 


< recolle&. -- As to my ſaying Captain Wilkinſon was a 


© perjured man, I deny it; becauſe I never heard of his 


© taking an oath in my life; and I had a very high opi- 
nion of him. Major Sladden's name I deny mention- 


© ing; particularly ſaying, I would break him, (or any 
AF effect) as in was fartheſt from my idea, 


© words to that 


© that Major Sladden would afterwards have been under 


o 


© an arreſt. 


2. (From Court) How long did Lieutenant Greene 


© remain in the room with you that evening? 

A. I think, not above twenty minutes, or, at the 
4 fartheſt, half an hour. | | 

Q. (From Court) Did Lieutenant Greene ſup with 
you that night? - _ he | 
A. He came in after ſupper, but I cannot ſay whe- 
6 ther he eat a bit of bread and cheeſe, or not. 

. ©. Q. Do you recollect whether Mr. Greene was in th 
room during the whole of the converſation? | 
A. I think he was. . 

© Q. (From Court) Do you recollect cautioning the 
© Gentlemen that night, to ſtick together in theirevidence? 
© A, Certainly not. | 


© Q. Was any obſervation made on Enfign Murray | 


© being aſleep. : 

© A. Yes, there was. | 5 

© Q. What was it, and who made it? 

© A. I do not know whether Mr. Greene, or Mr. Griffin, 
© made the obſervation ; but I am certain it was not I, 
„having a greater reliance upon his honour. One of 
them ſaid, Take care; it is a fox aſleep. 
Qi. (From Proſecutor) When you mentioned your 
© confidence in Enfign Murray's Honour, what were 
your reaſons for ſo ſaying ? 


- © A. I was confident he would not have pretended to 


< be aſleep, if he was not ſo. - _ -, 

Q. (From Court) How do you know that he pre- 
© tended to be aſleep ? e 

A. Becauſe, when the obſervation was made that 
c it was a fox's aſleep, I was confident he would have 
< declared the reality of his ſituation. - 

- £ Q. What — one of the Gentlemen to make 
4 uſe of the words, Take care; perhaps it is a fox 
© aſleep? —_ W | 

A. I ſhould have ſuppoſed he thought it was an 
s.impropriety. to ſpeak before Mr. Murray, who was to 
© be a Judge on Captain Heages's trial. | 


Q. Did any, and what converſation paſs imme- | 


< diately previous to the uſing the words—perhaps it 
was a fox aſleep? -- | 

A. It was in the middle of the converſation, or 
perhaps to the latter end of it, which I have repeated. 
Q. Was there any other converſation paſſed con- 
© cerning Captain Hedges, after the obſervation that Mr, 
© Murray was aſleep ? | 

A. Relative to Captain Hedges, I think not; it was 
report which threw me early into the enquiries of that 
night. A very reſpectable Gentleman, Doctor Bowie, 
told me, within a day or two after, that he heard 
Mr. Murray had declared in public, that I ſaid in a 
ſoliloquy, walking about the room in the dark, that 


o 
* 


a fine young man, muſt be promoted. I told him, I 
did not care for all the reports; that my character 


* 4 
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might appear to the public, ; | 

c 2 Was not Mr. Murray ſick that night? 
. © A. He was recovering from ſickneſs at that time; 
© he left my. room the next morning, or the ſecond 


morning. 


2. (From Proſecutor) Were you or Lieutenant 


Greene in liquor, on the night of the 11th of January? 
A. No. | 


** QUARTER MASTER GRIFFIN ſworn. 


Q. (Court) How long have you been in the 67th 
Regiment? | : 

© A. Above a year. | 8 
. © Q. (Proſecutor) If you were preſent in Dr. Dillon's 
© room, on the evening of the 11th of January, in com- 
© pany with Dr. Dillon and Lieutenant Greene, Enſign 
© Murray lying on a couch at the ſame time, ſtate the 


_ © converſation that. paſſed, as fully as you can, to the 


Court? 9 ; 

A. I recolle&.going into Dr. Dillon's room one 
£.night,. from M. Stewart's, where I think I ſaw Ar. 
s Murray at cards. On my going in, I think Mr. 


I would break Captain Hedges; and Lieutenant Mahon, 


ſhould ſtand againſt them, however injurious they 


2 * 
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© Murray retired from that room to his own. Dr. Dilbhn 


was at Mr. Stewart's, I think, who aſked me, and 
ſome other Gentleman, to ſup with him. I went into 
Dr. Dillon's room with Mr. Urquhart, 1 believe, 
where we drank ſome porter; and on thoſe Gentlemen 
going away, I think Mr. Greene came in from ſome 
club, I think he ſaid ; and then the converſation, I 


it was introduced by Doctor Dillon; it was ſomethini 
relative to Captain Hedges, I Know; and a good deal 
of converſation relative to his arreſt, and what the 
conſequence would be, if it ſnould come to a Court 
Martial, I think Doctor Dillon ſaid ſome of his friends 
would be obliged to proſecute him; or words to that 
effect. I cannot recolle& any thing more of the 
converſation, 


Q. How long did Lieutenant Greene remain in the 


room that evening ? | 
A. I do not recolle& how long he remained; but, 
to the beſt of my opinion, he muſt have ſtaid there an 
hour, at leaſt. : 
Q Did Lieutenant Greene ſup in Dr. Dillon's room 
that evening ? $5 | 
© A. What ſupper we had, I know, was over when 
he came in; but whether he took a ſnack or not, I 
do not — . 
© Q. Was there any caution given, on going into 
DE Dillan's room, Telative ho be Merroy's being 
aſleep, and by whom, when the converſation rela.ive 
to Captain Hedges commenced? 
© A. I do not recolle& any caution being given. 
Q. Was Lieutenant Greene, or Surgeon Dillon, in li- 
quor that night? | 
* A. I think they had both drank, but Mr. Dillon 
appeared more affected; there was a good deal of por- 
ter drank at ſupper in Dr. Dilton's room; and, when 
that was finiſhed, Mr. Greene brought ſome from his 
room. | | 
s 3 Did Lieutenant Greene, or you, leave the room 
4 . 
© A. I eannot recollect. : 
© Q. How long do you think you were in the room? 
A. A good deal above two hours; and, I believe, 
above three hours. | 3 
Q. How long had you been in the room before 
Lieutenant Greene joined you? e 
* A. I think it was dur ng the time of ſupper. I 
think Ar. Greene came in a very little time after 
ſupper. | % 
The Court then adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing, at nine he 
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© FRIDAY, Maxcn 3d, 1786. 
Mr. GRIFFIN's Examination continued. 
© Q. (Court) Did Dr. Dillen, to the beſt of your 


recollection, in the courſe of converſation, exhort the 
Gentlemen then preſent to ſtick together in the evi- 
dence which they were to give before the Court Mar- 
tial, as matters would be ftricty canvaſſed? And did 
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God, we will break him; meaning Captain Hedges? 

© A. I do not recollect that he did. | 

© Q. Did Dr. Dillon, at any time during the conver- 
ſation, affirm, that Captain Wilkinſon was a perjured 
man ? Or did he make uſe of words to that purport ? 


A A 


thing. 


Q. Did Dr. Dillon ſay any thing of Captain Wil- 


kinſon ? And what was it? 

A. I think I heard the Doctor ſay, that Captain 
© JViikinſon would be obliged to proſecute Captain Hedges, 
I think he ſaid, if he was brought to a Court Martial. 
Q. Was Major Sladden's name mentioned by Dr. 
Dillon on this occaſion? And did he ſay, that af- 


A 
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Major Sladden ? Or did he make uſe of any expreſ- 
ſions that could convey that meaning? | 

© A. Indeed he did not, to the beſt of my knowledge; 
and if he did, I think I ſhould have told Major Slad- 
den of it; or, at leaſt, conveyed it by ſome means to 


his knowledge. 
Q. In what ſituation did Lieutenant Greene, Doctor 


A K Aa 


Dillon, and yourſelf, break up that meeting? 


A. I cannot recollect in what ſituation Afr, Greene 


© went away; nor can I recollect in what fituation we 


© left Dr. Dillon; we had drank very freely of porter. 
Q. (From the Judge Advocate) What quantity of 
* liquor do you think was drank by the company that 


© night? : 
gÞ Aa | A. I think, 


think, commenced relative to Captain Hedges. I think 
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he after this, with a ſnap of his fingers, exclaim, By | 


A. No; really I did not hear him ſay any ſuch. 


ter breaking Captain Hedges, he would aſſiſt to break 
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1A. Þ think, at leaſt a dozen. 

Q. At what time did the company ſeparate that 
evening? | 

A. [do not recolle& the hour exactly; it might be 
© about eleven or twelye, +» 

Q. Did M.. Greene leave the company a long time 
© before you:? | | 

© A, I cannot recolle& that; but he left it before 
© me, I am certain. | 

© Q. Do you think any converſation could have 
* paſſed; . while you were preſent with Dr. Dillon and 
« Mr. Green that evening, which you did not hear ? 

© A, I think I cannot recollect the whole of the con- 
© yerſation that did pals. 

Q. During the hours you were together, did Dr. 


Dill at any time ſnap his fingers, by a Jr en- 
_ © forcing, or ſtrengthening what he was ſaying * 


© A. He might have done it without my recolleCting 
6 it. - 

Q. (Proſecutor) If Surgeon Dillon, on that evening, 
© had made uſe of the following expreſſions—that Cap- 
© tain Wilkinſon was a perjured man; and that after he 
© had broke Captain Hedges, he would aflift in breaking 


© Major Sladden ; and if ſuch expreſſions had been uſed, - 


© do you think they could poſſibly have eſcaped your 
memory? 
. ' + already ſaid, that if Surgeon Dillon made 
-© uſe of the expreſſions of breaking Major Sladden, that 
© | ſhould have felt it ſo much, that 1 ſhould have con- 
© veyed it to Major Sladden by ſome means. If the ex- 
< preſſion relative to Captain Wilkinſon had been uſed, 
© it would have made ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, 
© as the one alluding to Major Sladden would have 
6 rims: 
Q. When you had drank at leaſt a dozen of porter, 
© as you ſay, on that evening, did any other Gentle- 
© men, except Surgeon Dillon and Lieutenant Greene, 


_ © drink any part of it? And if they did, mention their 


names? c 

A. I think there was one Gentleman, at leaſt, who 
© partook of the porter; but his name I cannot recol- 
© Ie, 

* Q. How long did that Gentleman you mention, 


fit after ſupper ? 


A. Not long; but how long, I cannot ſay ;—a 


very ſhort time after ſupper. 


Q. Was any other liquor, beſides the porter you 
e have mentioned, drank that evening in Dr. Dillon's 
© room, while you was there ? 

© A. I do not recolle& there was; if there was, I do 
© not think I drank any of it. | 5 


< DOCTOR BOWIE was then ſworn; 
© Q. Had you any converſation with Surgeon Dillon, 


| © a day or two after the 11th of January, concerning 


© any public declaration that Mr. Murray had made, re- 
© Jative to Dr. Dilton ? If you had, ſtate it as fully as 
© you can, to the Court ? ; 

A. From my ſituation in this Iſland, as Aſſiſ- 
© tant Surgeon to any of his Majeſty's Forces that 
© may come here, my duty leads me conſtantly to 
the Barracks, where, a regimental Surgeon be- 


ing preſent, I have always viſited him, to know 


© whether he required any aſſiſtance. This has been 
© particularly the caſe with Dr. Dillon, with whom I 
© have had repeated converſations on different ſubjects ; 
and, during that time, I had contracted an intimacy 


c with, and an eſteem for him. Soon after the 20th of 


© January, I heard public converſation in town, amongſt 
c different people, whoſe names I do not recolleQ, re- 
< porting ſuch ſcandalous conduct of Dr. Dillon, that it 
hurt me to be connected with him, if capable of it; 
therefore, I took the reſolution of mentioning it to 
© him, which I did, and, I think, it was in his own 
© room. I told him, report ſaid, that he had accuſed 
Captain Wilkinſon of perjury ; that he had ſworn, by 
© God, he would break Captain Hedges; and, that Mr. 
« Mahon was a fine little fellow, (I think was the ex- 
« prefſfion,) and would ſwear to any thing; all which he 
© poſitively denied having mentioned on the night 1 
4 have alluded to, meaning the 20th of January. I told 


him to be careful of what he ſaid, and to endeavour - 


© to recollect, as perhaps he might have been heated 
with wine; being confident, that that day, he muſt 
have drank a good deal, I told him at the fame 
< time, that he was then put under arreſt, and that per- 
„ haps his patlion might have made him forget, for that 
© thoſe words were reported to have been ſpoken by 
© him, in his ewn room, without a candle, whilſt Mr. 


© Murray was lying on a ſopha. He aſſured me, nei- 
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ther the one nor the other was juſt; that Ar. Murray 


adverted to the 38th q 
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was not in the room that night, nor was there a 
© ſopha in it; with which I was ſatisfied. I told him, 
< — at the ſame time, it was in a ſoliloquy, I 
© heard, 2 

2. Had you converſation with Surgeon Dillon 
© on that ſubject, prior to the 20th of January? 

© A. No; I had not.” N "460 
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 DOCFOR DILLON was then again called, wo 
proceeded to give an account of ſuch circumſtances''as 
he noted on the ſecond ay of his examination. He firft 
eſtion, propoſed to him by:the 

Court, viz.—** Has not Major Browne, upon your bath, 
and in the preſence of Almighty God, pointed out from 
his Narrative, the queſtions. he has aſked you, ang 
„to which you have given evidence? And, : likewiſe, 
„has not the Proſecutor, or any other perſon or per- 
„ ſons whatever, ſhewn you the queſtions, or either of 
„them, which he means to aſk you, and to which you 
are to ſpeak ?” And then depoſed, that after givin 
his anſwers to this queſtion, the Court was ordere 
to be cleared; but previous to which, Captain Hetlges 
ſaid to him; the Witneſs, he would make him appear 
black enough preſently. | ET 

The Anſwer to this Queſtion, as entered upon the 
Minutes of the Court Martial, appears to be this :— 
A. Some time after Captain Hedges was put in ar- 
reſt, I told Major Browne that I did not ſee the ten- 
dency of Captain Hedges's conduct till that time. I 
mentioned, that there were many eireumſtances of Cap- 
tain Hedges's former conduct, that he was a ſtranger to. 
I told him, I hoped every honeſt man in the Regiment 
would do exactly as I was then going to do. I then 
told him, that notwithſtanding the — of time I 
had deceived him; and, that while I was formerly 
telling him not to mind Captain Hedges, —that he was 
a volatile young man,—that he was at that time load- 
ing him with the greateſt abuſe. Majar Browne hal 
been informed by ſome young men in the Regiment, 
that * Hedges was doing every thing to injure 
him. I told Alajar Browne, that it I could pregnoſti- 
cate any thing, Captain Hedges was a little mad: Tha 
all his oppoſition would end in nothing ; and, for the 
peace and harmony of the Regiment, * God's ſake, 
not to mind him. I then told him the infamous 
manner in which Captain Hedges had traduced him; 
beginning from the earlieſt time, to that of Captain 
Hedges being put in arreſt, I told Major Browne to 
recollect, that he ſhould ever have been a ſtranger to 
Captain Hedges's conduct, had not Captain Breages 
taken unjuſtifiable means to injure his character. 
And, further, Major Browne took down, on paper, 
the inſtances which I told him; and I have ſince given 
© him the queſtions which he is to aſk me; of courſe, 
© he did not give them to me.” FE 4 | 


Mr. DILLON continuing his Narrative, depoſed, 
that on the Court being again opened, he, the Witneſs, 
received a ſevere reprimand ; which, upon reference to 
the Minutes of the Court Martial, appears to have 
been in theſe words :—* Dr. Dillon, The declaration 
© which you made, juſt before the Court was cleared, 
* when you were preſſed to give a direct anſwer to the 
© laſt queſtion put to you, viz. * That Major Browne 
„took down on paper the inſtances which you told 
him; and, that yox, ſince, had given him the queſ- 
tions which he was to aſk you; and, of courſe, that 
he did not give them to you;“ diſclofes ſo improper 
© conduct, that in every Court of Juſtice, deſerves 
* the ſevereſt reprehenſion.” Not well underſtanding 
the import of this reprimand, he requeſted - the Judge 
Advocate to read it a ſecond time ; which being done, 


he mentioned, that the Court had entirely miſconceived 


him. They ſaid, “ They had not.” He then ex- 
preſſed a with to explain himſelf, which the Court re- 
fuſed ; ſaying they would affix what ſenſe they pleaſed 
upon his words. He then mentioned, it was in conſe- 
quence of information he had given to Major Browne, 
that the Major had formed the queſtions which he was 


to aſk. The Court ſaid, they did not care. The 
Judge Advocate ſeemed much to favour his being ad- 


mitted to explain; but the Members of the Court re- 
fuſed, ſometimes one ſpeaking, ſometimes another; 
Lieutenant Lockhart particularly, ſaying, We all 
know your meaning; but you have ſaid the words.“ 
Major Browne then interfered, and defired, that his, 
the Witneſs's explanation, might appear on the Mi- 
nutes. This they would not aſſent to. Immediately 
after, Enfign Murray ſtood up and ſaid, ſomething had 

occurred 
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occurred to his memory, which he had forgot to men- 
tion in his former depoſition ; and then mentioned, as 
a circumſtance which had eſcaped him, that he, the 
| Witneſs, had ſaid, ſnapping his fingers, I will break 
Major Sladden. Upon which the Witneſs gave a pe- 
remptory denial to the fact, obſerving, that he could not 
have foreſeen that Major Sladden would have been in 
arreſt ; and as Enfign Murray had framed ſuch an ac- 
cuſation againſt him, he hoped the Court would 
think it but juſt to afford him an opportunity of 
vindicating himſelf, The Court would not. he 
*Wirneſs then aſked, whether he had not the ſame 
right to defend himſelf, as En/ign Murray had to accuſe 
him ?—they would not hear it. The Judge Advocate, 
in a friendly manner, | repeatedly interfered, ſaying, 
% Moſt undoubtedly he had ;”” but the Court would 
not admit of it. He then requeſted, as they would not 


hear him, that they would examine the other Gentle- - 


men ſaid to be in company with him that night; but 
this alſo was refuſed. Major Browne here aſked the 
Court to inſert the refuſal on the Minutes; but they 
would not. On the following day, (the third of this 
Witneſs's examination) the Court, on a ſudden, deſired 
him to examine Enfign Murray —he mentioned, that 
although he did not come prepared for the examination, 
he would attempt it, On putting his firſt queſtion, — 


« Were you not conſtantly confederated with, break- 


« faſted, dined, ſupped, and got drunk with Captain 
&« Hedges?” the Court interfering, ſaid, he ſhould not 
aſk that queſtion, He then requeſted of the Court to 
put it in what form they pleaſed ; who then modelled it 
thus—“ Did you not drink frequently with Captain 
Hedges? —to which Enfign Mu ave a more full 
anſwer than they permitted to be inſerted on ihe Mi- 
nutes ; the entry there made, was to this effect I 
« frequently breakfaſted, and drank a glaſs of wine 
« with him.” Whereas Enfign Murray had anſwered 
more fully, by acknowledging—he had dined and ſup- 
_ ped * often with Captain Hedges. He, the Witneſs, 
then 2 / 
| © tended ſleep, ſnoring, on a couch in his room?“ 
This alſo the Court new modelled, not permitting the 
queſtion to be put as he had framed it. He then conti- 
nued to aſk Enfign Murray ſome more queſtions, which 
they would not permit to be inſerted on the Minutes. 
Captain Smith then deſired him not to aſk any more 
gu. ſtions of Enfign Murray, as the Court did not ſeem 


inclined to put them as he wiſhed ; and recommended it 


to him to mention, that he would offer evidence to diſ- 
prove Enfign Murray's aſſertion. | 

Q. By deſire of Major Browne) Did the words, (“Con- 

ſtantly confederate with,” make a part of the Witneſs's 
_ firſt queſtion propoſed upon that occaſion to En/ign 
Murray, N 
A. He is ſure, that queſtion was of the import now 
Rated in his evidence; and to the beſt of his recollection, 
in the very words. | ; 

Q. Did he hear the Court reprehend Captain Hedges ; 
or was any the ſlighteſt diſpleaſure or diſapprobation ex« 
2 by any individual Member thereof, for the ſpeech 

e had made to the Witneſs, namely, That he would 

make him appear black enough preſently?“ 
A. Not in the leaſt. 


Q. During the whole time of his examining Enſgn 


Murray, did he obſerve any difference in the conduct of 
the Court, from what he now perceives in the conduct 
of this Court? | 


A. The Court were in the moſt conſtant roars of 


laughter, particularly Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, who, the 


ed Enfign Murray, — Did he not lie in a pre- 


- Witneſs really thought would have dropped off the chair. 


This might have proceeded from the Witneſs obſerving 


the effects of the imagination upon the mind. 
Qi. Did he obſerve Major Browne attempt to interfere 
in the examination of Enſign Murrays And what was 
the conduct of the Court to Major Browne ? 

A. Major Browne frequently requeſted, that the 


queſtions ſhould be put to Exgn Murray, as he, the 


' Witneſs, ſtated them the Court, as frequently, de- 
fired Major Browne to hold his tongue ;—theſe were the 
terms uſed by the Court. | 

Q. Did it appear to him, that Major Browne could 
make any ſtronger interference, to the Court, in his 
favour, than he did? ä 

A. He could not. | 5 

Did Major Browne requeſt permiſſion to examine 

Enſigu Murray after he, the Witneſs, had declined the 
further examination of him? And, if he did, what an- 
{wer did he receive from the Court? EG, 

A. He does not recolle& the circumſtance. 

Major Browne was ſtating a queſtion reſpecting the 


at that time? | | 
A. It was broken off on the part of the Witneſs, upon 
account of the reports Dr. Bowie had mentioned to 


cauſe of the Witneſs being confuſed, when giving evi- 
dence upon the trial of Captain Hedges, which the Wit 
neſs miſconceiving, ſaid, that he had thought it impoſſi- 


ble he ſhould have been confuſed relative to the queſ- 


tions which Major Browne had to aſk of him upon that 
trial, but that he found himſelf ſo upon that occaſion. 
Q. (By defire of Major Browne) To what cauſe does 
he impute that confuſion ? 
A. To frequent interruptions; and to many queſtions 
being aſked of him at the ſame time. 
Q Did he appear at that Court under any tremor, or 
feel himſelf in an unpleaſant predicament, from the re- 


embers ? 
A. Undoubtedl 


yo which he heard had been circulated by one of the 


Q. When the 8 poſitively refuſed Major Browne! 
to let his, the Witneſs's explanation, appear on the Mi- 


nutes the ſecond day of his examination, what were the 
expreſs words in which the Court conveyed that re- 


fuſal ? : 


A. The words were, No; we will put down but 
«© what we like.” | 

Q. Does he recolle& Captain Sutherland being ſworn 
as a Member, in the room of Captain Wade, taken ill, 


upon the fourth day of his, the Witneſs's examination? 


A. He does. | | 
Q. Does he recollect having been deſired by the Pre- 
ſident, the Judge Advocate, or any Member of the 


Court, to attend whilſt the evidence was reading over to | 
Captain Sutherland, in order to his explaining any part 


of it he ſhould have thought proper ? 5 
A. No. | 
Q. Did Major Browne ever tell him direQly, 


or indirectly, any one queſtion, which he has already 
propoſed ; or which he means to propoſe to him before 


this Court ? 


A. No; he has expreſsly avoided any converſation on | 


the ſubject ſince his return to England. 


Mr. DILLON now proceeded to depoſe, that on the 


fourth day of his examination, in conſequence of hig 
— that the Court had endeavoured to con- 
fuſe him on the preceding day, he deſired Serjeant Riley 
(of the 67th Regiment) to take Notes of his evidence; 
and it having been repreſented to the Court, that he had 
been ſpeaking to the Serjeant, he explained to them the 


| buſineſs on which he had been ſpeaking ; whereupon the 
Court ordered, that he ſhould have no communication 


whatever with Serjeant Riley, who had, by his deſire, 
taken Notes for him of his own evidence. On the fifth 
day Major Browne having declined to aſk the Witneſs 
any more queſtions, Captain Hedges was called upon to 
eroſs- examine him; when Lieutenant Urquhart deſired 
him not to aſk him any queſtions, for that Enjign Mur- 
ray had done his buſineſs. On which Captain Hedges 
handed into Court a written paper, wherein he formally 
declined aſking the Witneſs any queſtion, | 

Q. Were he, and En/ign Murray, in as much intimacy 
after the 11th of January, as they were before ? 

A. They were, until the firſt day of the Court Martial 
having ſat at Antigua.. 

Q. What occaſioned 


the intimacy to be broken off 


him that morning. 


Q. Did Enjign Murray aflign any, and what reaſon, 
for leaving the Witneſs's room ? 


A. He aſſigned as a reaſon, that the Officers of the 
zoth Regiment would think it odd, his remaining ſepa- 


rate from them; and returned him. many thanks for his 
kindneſs and civilities to him. He does not recollect 
the particular day when this happened; but it was two 
or three ang — the time alluded to in'the depoſition 

| of Enfign | 


urray, 


Mr. DILLON here ſpontaneouſly mentioned to the 
Court, that on Sunday the 5th of February, -pendin 
the trial, Lieutenant Lockhart came to his room, an 


expreſſed concern for what had paſſed the day before in 
Court, adding, that Euſgn Murray had firſt ſpoken of 
it over a glaſs, to Captain Hedges, who afterwards called 
on him to ſubſtantiate it. | 


Did Captain Ramſay, repeatedly, during the trial, 
— the Wiineſs any — — 5 ? 
A. He does not recollect any. 
Q. Did Major Browne requeſt of him, as ſoon as his 
examination was finiſhed, to remain conſtantly by him 
in Court? And what reaſon did Major Browne aſſign for 


that requeſt ? | 
| A. Major 


8. 


A. Major Browne did requeſt of him to go with him 
every day to Court, and particularly to note afterwards 
whatever ſhould have paſſed; ſaying, his Witneſſes 
would hereafter be protected from any inſults they * 
receive. This. expreſſion of Major Browne's, had alluſion 
to. the manner in which the Witneſs had been treated. 

Q. Did Major Browne ever inſinuate to him, at that 
int of time, he would make a repreſentation to the 
. King, on the conduct he had met with? 
A. Major Browne did, very frequently. 
In what manner was Adjutant Stewart treated? 
A. On the laſt queſtion which was propoſed to Adju- 
tant Stewart, by the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, the Judge 
Advocate immediately interfered, by ſaying, it was an 
illegal queſtion; Lieutenant Colonel Forfler ſaid, © It 

„% was not;” ſo did Lieutenant Urquhart ; and that ** the 

« queſtion muſt be anſwered.” —The Judge Advocate 

turning to Adjutant Stewart, told him it was an improper 

ſtion, and not to anſwer it; upon which Adjutant 

— declined to anſwer it. Lieutenant Colonel Fonſler 

again told him, he muſt—at the ſame time cautioning 

him to take care, for that he muſt anſwer for the con- 
ſequences, if he did not. Major Broume then ſubmit- 
ted to the Court, whether he had not, on the preceding 
day, put a ſimilar queſtion to Adjutant Stewart; at 
which time Lieutenant Colonel Forfler himſelf, obſerved, 
that it was an improper queſtion ; and added, that it 
would come under a direct Article of War, if it was 
anſwered in the affirmative, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
made this reply ;—** Queſtions are admiſſible on the fide 
« of a Priſoner, which are not on the ſide of the Pro- 
ce ſecutor ;” and that this queſtion muſt be anſwered. 
The Court was then cleared, and when again opened, 
Adjutant Stewart was ordered to anſwer the queſtion ; the 
Judge Advocate ſtill remonſtrating againſt it, and Adju- 
tant Stewart ſtill declining ; at which time Lieutenant 
Urquhart obſerved, Adjutant Stewart could ſwear 
« plump enough (this was the expreſſion) againſt the 
* Priſoner, but would ſay nothing in his favour.” 

Q. What further paſſed reſpecting Adjutant Stewart, 
when the Court met, on Tueſday the 14th of February ? 

A. The Court ſtill perſiſted in their defire of having 
the queſtion anſwered ;—he ſtil] continued to decline 
it. They then mentioned, he would be aſked no more 
queſtions, . 

Q. Was Adjutant Stewart, when produced as a Wit- 
neſs, examined by the Court in the manner wherein he 
has deſcribed: himſelf to have been examined ? 

. A. Much in the ſame way, but not with that degree 
of rigour and aſperity. 

Q. Does he recollect, on Major Browne propoſing this 
diſputed queſtion to Adjutant Stewart, that the Articles of 
War were produced, and one of the Articles read in an 
audible voice? | 

A. He well recollects Lieutenant Colonel Forfter having 
the Articles of War in his hand, and handing them 
about; but does not remember hearing one of the Arti- 
cles read. 

Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne propoſe queſtions, 
during his examination, and alſo during the examination 
of Adjutant Stewart, which were over-ruled by the 
Court ? | 

A. He did ;—a queſtion which had been propofed 
by him, of the ſame import with the diſputed queſtion, 
in particular. 

Q. Did he hear Major Browne propoſe other queſtions, 
which were over-ruled ? And does he remember any rea- 
ſon aſſigned for it ? | 

A. Ihe Court objected to many of Major Browne's 
queſtions ; ſaying they were improper. 

: Q. Does E recolleQ Major Browne's requeſting, 
nevertheleſs appear on the face of the Mi- 


they. might 
nutes ? 

Ai. In many inſtances the Court faid, they would only 
let appear on their Minutes what they pleaſed. 

Q. On Captain Heages's receiving the firſt enlarge-. 
ment of his arreſt, was there any ' Meſs formed, and 
where? | 

A. Captain Hedges meſſed with many of the Officers 
who compoſed the Court Martial ;—he cannot fay there 
was a Meſs formed for the purpoſe at Fard's Tavern. 

- Q. Does he know. of the Band being repeatedly ſent 
for to attend that Meſs, after Major Browne had been 
put in arreſt?; | 
A. He knows the Band frequently played at Ford's 
Tavern, ſubſequent to Mujar Browne's being in arreſt; 

but on ive any account of their being ſent for. 

_ Q. Did 
Fo, autre of the Court Martial and Captain Hedges ? 
A. They were conſtantly together at firſt (Captain 
Piftet.excepted, who did not aſſociate with them, nor 


remark any intimacy. ſubliſting between 
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manifeſt any intimacy) at Captain Hedget's room; at 
Ford's Tavern; and —— Aﬀeer ſome few days, 
Captain Hedges, and ſome of the Members of the Court 
Martial (Captain Pictet ſtill excepted) formed a ſeparate 
Meſs ; when Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, Lieutenant Under- 
wood, Captain Smith, and two or three more of the Mem- 
bers, went to Meſs at Gabs's Tavern. Lieutenant Lock= 
hart, towards the cancluſion of the trial, joined Lieute- 
nant Colonel Forfler's Meſs ; Lieutenant Urquhart and Enjign 
Murray remaining with Captain Hedges to the laſt, - - 

Q. Did he hear of Captain Hedges, on the eighth ar 
or ninth day of his trial, obtaining a further enlargement 
of his arreſt ? 

A. He cannot aſcertain the day of the enlargement; 
but latterly, Captain Hedges was not reſtricted as to 
hours, within the Garriſon. 9 

Q. Was he, the Witneſs, at a Ball during the trial? 
And did he make any remarks there ? . 

A. He was at one of the two Balls, he is not certain 
which; but made no remark. 

3 During the examination of the other Witneſſes for 
the Proſecution, did he obſerve any difference of treat- 
ment towards them? e 

A. It did not appear to him, the Court aſked ſo, many 
— at a time of Major Browne's ſucceeding Wits 
neſſes. FE. 0 

Q. Did he obſerve Major Browne attempt to remon- 
ſtrate with the Court, during the examination of the laſt 
mentioned Witneſſes? | 2M 

A. Very frequently. | 41s | 

Q. Did it appear to have any effect on the Court ? 

A. During the examination of the Witneſles for the 
Proſecution, Major Browne's remonſtrances did not ſeem 

R * any effect; in ſome inſtances afterwards they 
ad, 

Q. Did he obſerve any circumſtance which created a 
laugh, during the examination of Lieutenant Mahon -- 

A. He cannot ſpeak of his own knowledge, but heard 
of a caricature being handed about. 8 

„Was he preſent during the entire examination of 
Major Sladden ? | | 

A. He was. LE SLED 

Q. When Captain Hedges entered on Mayor Sladden's 
examination, what difference did he perceive between 
the manner in which he was permitted to examine, and 
that in which Major Browne was permitted to examine? 
A. Captain Hedges examined Major Sladden without 
any interruption ; or, as he believes, any the leaſt inter- 


ference from the Court; and concluded with ſaying, 


«© Mr. Preſident, I hope Major Browne will not be per- 


„ mitted to aſk Major Sladden what queſtions he likes.“ 


Major Browne then commenced his croſs-examination, 
with many interruptions, and at length came to a queſ- 
tion which Major Sladden wiſhed to decline anſwering, 
Major Browne ſtill ex preſſed a deſire of putting the queſti- 


on; when the judge Advocate obſerved it was a very pro- 


per one; Major Sladden ſtill wiſhing to decline it, Lieute+ 


' naut Colonel Forſter ſaying, in the moſt ſoothing way, 


«© Now do, Major Sladden, anſwer that queſtion,” — 
Lieutenant Urquhart frequently deſired Major Sladden to 
anſwer it any way. The Major ſtill declining, the 
Court was cleared, and, when again opened, the Judge 
Advocate informed Major Sladden, he muſt anſwer that 
queſtion ; on which Major Sladden began, and proceed- 
ed in his anſwer, until the mention of Captain Wilkin/on's 
name; at which Lieutenant Urquhart (aid, ** Stop | now, 
« Mr. Preſident, I ſee Major Browne's drift, — he wants 
© to make Captain Wilkinſon appear here in a ridiculous 
&« light.” To which Major Browne anſwered, ©. Mr. 
« Urguhart, you have loſt no opportunity of criminating 
© me during the trial.” The Court was cleared, and 
—_ being opened again, Major Browne was put in ar- 
reſt. 8 
Q. Did he hear _ 

Browne, and the Court, 
relative to his doubting their power to put 
reſt? | | 1 | 

A. After the Court was adjourned, Major Browne 
ſaid to Lieutenant Colonel Faſter , ** Then Tam in arreſt 
eto you, Colonel Forſter.” Lieuteuant Colonel Forſter an- 
ſwered, **:No;—to the Court.” Major Browne repli- 


converſation between Major 
fore, or after the adjournment, 
im in ar- 


ed, I ſhall conſider myſelf in arreſt to you.“ 


Q. Did any circumſtance excite his notice, previous 


to that now ſtated, of Captain Hedges firſt addreſſing Ma- 


Jer Sladden, and then Major Browne ? 5 
A. He recollects, and he believes, about that period, 

but cannot be certain, Captain Hedges, ſaid Well. — 

„wait, wait, we will be trying you preſently,” addreſſing 


| himſelf to Major Browne, I his happened on ſome alter- 


| in which 


cation. 2 place which he does not call to mind, and 
4 Q. Was 


ajor Sladden had no concern. 


e « 


* £4 5 
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Q. Was there any particular circumſtance which im- 


rinted this on his mind ? | | 1 
A. Nothing more than the extraordinary expreſſion. 
Did he hear Captain Hedges receive any reproof 
from the Preſident, or the Court, on this occaſion ? 
A. Not in the leaſt. f | 


Mr. DILLON being deſired now to give an account 

of whatever he remarked on the next day, depoſed, that 
ajor Browne, at the opening of the Court, took a paper 
out of his pocket, and reading from it, obſerved upon the 
relative treatment of the Witneſſes for the Proſecution, 
and thoſe for the Defence ; that he had been reproved by 
the Court for ſpeaking to his Witneſſes ; that the Wit- 
neſſes on the part of the Defence, had all come in a body 
with the Priſoner to the Court-houſe on that day. He 
particularly mentioned Major Sladden, the Witneſs un- 
der examination, coming to the Court in company with 
the Priſoner, whilſt Surgeon Dillon (the Deponent) had 
been ſpoken to in a moſt extraordinary manner by Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart, to leave the Court-houſe, before he was 
eyen a Witneſs. At this point of time Lieutenant Urgu- 
hart ſtood, up and ſaid, Sir, as you'are protected from 
« my chaſtiſement, I hope this Court will protect me 
« from your inſolence.” Lieutenant Colonel Forſter then 
denied having ſent Lieutenant Urquhart at all. Major 
Browne requeſted the Court would inſert in their Mi- 
nutes, the words which had fallen from Lieutenant Urqu- 
bart. Lieutenant Colonel Forſter anſwered, ** Sir, Lieute- 
ac nant Urquhart has mentioned nothing that is not highly 
6 reſpedtfal to you.” Major Browne was ſtill urgent 


that Lieutenant Urquhart's words ſhould be taken down; 


upon which Captain Smith ſaid, ** No, we will not; do 
« you think we will let any thing appear againſt our- 
cc ſelves?” Major Browne replied, „Then you will 
* allow that circumſtance to be againſt you.“ 

Q. Has he not blended together two ſeparate matters, 
which happened on different days ? 

A. He is pretty certain both circumſtances happened 
on the ſame day, CF. 

Q. Did Major Browne continue to preſs that the Wit- 
neſſes for the Defence might be ordered to leave the 
Court-houſe? And what anſwer did he receive ? 

A. He did, and to the beſt of his recollection they 
were ordered from the Court-houſe in conſequence. 
The Court, upon repreſentation of Major Browne, even 
cenſured Captain Hedges and Major Sladden for coming 
there together. 

. Q. Did he obſerve any thing in Major Browne's con- 
duct at that time, which might have given occaſion to 
this ſpeech of Lieutenant Urquhart ? | 

Ning Nothing that could even have warranted a re- 


4 0. Did he obſerve any difference in the mode of ex- 
 amining the Witneſſes for the Proſecution, and thoſe for 
the — Rang ? | | 

A. He has already ſaid, thoſe on the ſide of the De- 
fence were examined without interruption. 

Mr. Dillon then proceeded to relate, that Major 
Browne had aſked Captain Wilkinſon a queſtion in the 


croſs- examination, to which he ſeemed very reluctant to 


anſwer ;—it reſpected Captain Willinſan having become 
acquainted with the ſubſtance of ſome evidence which 
had been given, previous to his examination. Captain 
Wilkinſon frſt ſaid, he had learnt it from ſome of the peo- 
ple of the Iſland. Major Browne aſked him, Whether he 
had heard it from any Officer? And deſired him to recol- 
lect himſelf; after much to do, Captain Wilkinſon anſwer- 
ed, that he had heard it from Lieutenant Urquhart, Enfign 
Murray, Captain Sutherland, and ſome other Officers, 
whom he did not name; on which Captain Sutherland 
turned about to Major Browne, and ſaid, That was a 
4 moſt infamous queſtion.” 
Q. Did Lieutenant Urquhart acknowledge he had given 
Captain Wilkinſon the information? 
„A. He did. 1 f . 
Q. In what terms did he acknowledge ? 
A. Licutenant Urquhart ſaid, he told Captain Wilkinſon 
that he had been called a naſty fellow. _ | 
Q. Did he note any thing particular in Lieutenant But- 
ls's croſs- examination? 2 
: A. Nothing more than his mentioning, that he knew 
Major Ercwne very well, who only wanted to puzzle 
bim; and Lieutenant Butler's being very abrupt in his 
anſwers. . 75 | | 
Q. Did he hear Lieutenant Butler make uſe of any 
oath? ? Fi TRIS | 
A. Not that he can recollect. 


+ Mr. Dillon again proceeded. During the evidence of 


| 


Lieutenant Coſby, he was ſtanding, as uſual, in Court, 
Near 


7 


„„ 2 
8 


Mejor Browne, when Captain Urquhart, of the 66th 
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Regiment, obſerved, that he, the Witneſs, had deen | 


® 


93 


giving queſtions to Major Browne; on which Lieutenant 


Colonel Forfler turned about to the Witneſs, and ſaid, 


« Sir, if I ſee you ſpeaking to Major Browne here, you 

44 ſhall no longer come — this Court.“ LY 

It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till the 
morrow morning, at ten o'clock, | 


4 


SATURDAY, 15th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
Tux Covxr being met purſuant to adjournment, 
Mr. DILLON's evidence was continued. 


Q. Did he obſerve any thing particular, as to the 
queſtions propoſed by Lieutenant Urquhart to the Wit - 
neſſes, whilſt under examination by Major Browne ? 

A. He obſerved a very frequent interchange of papers 
— + — 5 Major Browne's Witneſſes, 

etween Lieutenant Urquhart, Captain Hedges, - 
tain Hedges's — Im A 5 : Cap: 

Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne came into 
Court with his Reply ; or when he attempted to bri 
forward Adjutant Stewart in ſupport of his Reply ; or at 
Captain Hedges's Rejoinder ? | _ 

A. He was not. 

Q. Did he hear any converſation between the Mem- 
bers of the Court, during Captain Wilkinſon's examination; 
relative to a Commanding Officer? p 

A. He did not; nor at any other time, in Court. 

Did he remark any trials of any kind on the table, 
to which the Members referred ? 

A. He does recollect ſome trials, but did not parti= 
cularly obſerve the Court's referring to them. 

Being defired to ſtate any thing further which ap- 
peared to him to be material, the Witnefs ſaid, he re- 
collects nothing more than he has already mentioned; 
but took that opportunity of explaining, that he had 
yeſterday ſtated to the Court, from memory, that it was 
on the ſame day on which Major Browne had read his 
paper, that the ſubſequent buſineſs of Lieutenant Urqu- 
hart happened; but having ſince had recourſe to his 
Notes, taken at the time, he perceives he was miſtakenz 
and that the latter circumſtance happened on the day 
next but one after Major Browne's being put in arreſt. - 

(By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) How many 
days had Lieutenants Leckhart and Urquhart been in A 
tigua, before they dined with Major Browne ? 

A. But few days. | 

The Witneſs having, in the former part of his evi- 
dence ſaid, that Lieutenant Urquhart ſeveral times men- 
tioned to him his diſlike to Major Browne, and that 


— 


particularly at Quarter Mafter Griffin's room, the night 


of the day on which he had dined with Major Browne, 
he had ſpoken of — as a damned 5 — 
Q. Was he preſent at Quarter Maſter Griffin's room 
a he himſelf hear 3 *. ; 
A. He was preſent, and did hear it. 7” 
Q. Did he requeſt Captain Ramſay to endeavour to 
prevail upon Captain Hedges to make up matters with 


Major Browne? 


A. He did, 
Q. What were his reaſons for requeſting 
Ramſay's interference? | 
A. He did it from a wiſh that all matters might 
have been ſettled quietly, and without bringing the bu- 
ſineſs before a Court Martial, as he thought; if it did 
come to a hearing, it would occaſion the moſt ſerious 
diviſions in the Regiment. He alſo mentioned to Cap- 
tain Ramſay, that people, who were particularly friendly 
with Captain Hedges before, would be brought as Wit« 
neſſes againſt him. 
Q. Did any Officers of the goth Regiment ever fa 
to him, that a Witneſs on oath, was not d to ſpea 
the whole truth? 
A. No; but Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lockhart, 
and Enſign Murray, mentioned, that a Witneſs was not 
obliged to diſcloſe private converſation ; and it was upon 
that occaſion that he pointed out to them a paſſage in 
Black/lme's Commentaries, containing that Judge's opi- 
nion upon the point. RES 
Q. Did he ever dine at the Meſs of the 67th Regi- 
ment, in company with the Officers of the 3oth ? 
A. He _ ME . | 
. Did he frequently 
2 No; after the Court had met, never. | | 
Q: Were. not Lirutenants Lockhart and Urquhart, and 
Enjign Murray, Members of the Meſs ? | 
A. They were, for ſome few days. 
Q. Were not Licutenants Lockhart and Urquhart, and. 
Bk Bates 
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Enfign Murray, Members of that Meſs, from the 2d of 
to the 20th ? 


January 
A. He thinks not; but all the Officers then in the 
Iſland, who were afterwards Members of the Court 


Martial, dined with the Officers of the 67th, on the | 


goth of that month, on the occaſion of a Review 
inner. | 
Q. Did ever Captain Hedges dine at the Meſs of the 
67th Regiment with the Officers of the goth? _ 
A. He did not; he was in cloſe arreſt at that period. 
Qi. How does he know, that Lieutenanis Lockhart and 
Urquhart; and Enfign Murray, breakfaſted, dined, and 
ſupped at Captain Hedges's room? ij 
A. Becauſe, in general, he ſaw them go into the room. 


When he, the Witneſs, has aſked them to breakfaſt, 


they have ſaid they were engaged to Captain Hedges ; he 
has frequently aſked them to ſup, - they have given 
the ſame anſwer; and, about dinner time, after they 
had quitted the Meſs, he ſaw them generally go into 
his room; but even whilſt they belonged to the Meſs, 
one or other of the three has generally mentioned, he 
was to dine with Captain Hedges; and at thoſe times did 
not dine at the Meſs. | 
Q. When Lieutenant Urquhart addrefled him below 
ſtairs, at the Court-houſe, by deſire of the Preſident, 
did he not do it with his hat in his hand ? 

A. No, indeed he did not. | 
Q. Was not every queſtion put to him by the Court, 
aſked _m—_—— Judge Advocate? 

A. No. > 

Q. What number of the Court endeavoured to in- 
yolve him in argument? | 

A. Lieutenant Urquhart 2 3 Lieutenant Lock- 
hart, Captain Urquhart, Captain Smith, and the Preſident, 
ſeemed to him to be leading in the buſineſs; and the 
Judge Advocate ſcarcely ever put down the queſtions, 
till he had firſt anſwered them to the Court ; when they 
would frequently 1. „Put down that queſtion and 
« that anſwer.” he frequent interruptions, and the 
number of queſtions aſked him at the ſame time, were 
the occaſion of his confufion. ; | 
Qi. Did he not account for the confuſion in another 
manner to Major Browne, in the Meſs-room, at Hntigua, 
after dinner ? 

A. He mentioned to Majer Browne, it was the firſt 
oath he had ever taken; adding, that his confuſion was 


ver great. : C ; 
D Did he then tell Major Browne, it was owing to 


the interruptions of the Court? 

A. He did not, becauſe the Witneſſes under exami- 
nation, in which predicament he then was, were prohi- 
bited from ſpeaking upon any matters which reſpected 
the Court Martial. 
Q. Did he not account to Major Browne's Counſel 
for bis confuſion, in the ſame manner he did to Major 
Browne himſelf? 

A. He did, and at the ſame time. 

Q. Was it not in conſequence of the Court having 
determined, that Adjutant Stewart ſhould anſwer a queſ- 
tion, and his perſiſting to refuſe, they would not allow 
bim to continue his evidence: | 

A. It appeared to him, that the reaſon they would 
not permit Adjutant Stewart to continue his evidence, 
was, becauſe he would not anſwer a 09% which 
queſtion the Judge Advocate ſaid was illegal. 


Q. Who, to the Witneſs's own knowledge, were the 


Members of the Meſs at Gabs's Tavern ? | 
A. Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, Captain Smith, Lieute- 
nant Underwood, Lieutenant Heſſelburgh, and ſome others, 
who do not immediately occur to him. 
Can he ſay, to his own knowledge, that Lieute- 
nant Leckhart ever joined the Meſs at Gabs's Tavern? 


A. He does not know whether Lieutenant Lockhart | 


had ever joined the Meſs ; but latterly was conſtantly 
there about dinner hour; and, to the beſt of his recol- 
lection, he dined one day in company with him at 
(Zabs's Tavern. SED | 
Q. Was Lieutenant Colonel Forfter ever preſent,, when 
he dined at the Meſs at Gabs's Tavern? | 
A. No; the Witneſs himſelf only dined there once. 
- Q. Can he, of his own knowledge, ſay, that Captain 
. Hedges dined in company with Lieutenant Colonel Far/ter, 
ither at Ford's, or at Gabs's Tavern? 
He never ſaw. them at dinner time there; but he 


has ſeen their courſes directed towards the ſame. houſe | 


at dinner time. | 

Q. (By the Court) Did he underſtand, and really 
think, when the Court refuſed to admit his explana- 
tion, ſaying, they would adhere to the words which he 


had ſpoken, and put their own conſtruction. upon them, 


that. the Court were determined 
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to affix ſuch eonſtruction as ſuited: their own inclination, 
although they at the ſame time conceived, that the words, 
when ſpoken, were intended by the Witneſs to convey 
a different ſenle ? | 

A. So it certainly appearedto him. 

Q: Is he clear, that the ſpeech addreſſed to him by 
Captain Hedges, and of which no Member of the Court 
took notice I will make you appear black enough 
preſently,” was in the full hearing of the Court? 

A. He is purſuaded, the words muſt have been heard 
by the Court, as ſome Members of the Court were near- 
er to Captain Hedges than the Witneſs was ;—Captain 
Hedges ſtanding. on one fide of the table, the Witneſs on 
the other. | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Can he ſay 
of his own knowledge, that Lieutenant Lockhart ever dined 


with Captain Hedges, in his room ? 


A. He never ſaw them at dinner, but very frequently 
ſaw Lieutenant Lockhart there at dinner hour, —and ſub- 
ſequent to that, ſaw them going arm-in-arm together to 
Ferd's Tavern, in company with Lieutenant Urquhart and 


| Enſign Murray, He never ſaw them eat, or fit down 
together to dinner any where, | 


SERJEANT JAMES RILEY 
ment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. At what period did the Officers from Dominice 
arrive, for the purpoſe of compoſing a Court Martial for 
the trial of Captain Hedges ? | 

A. He. cannot particularly fay ; but he believes about 
a month before the Court ſat. | 

Q. During that period, did he remark any difference 
in the conduct of thoſe Officers towards Major Browne, 
and towards Captain Hedges ? EN: 

A. He thinks he did ;—he ſaw rather a diſtant beha- 
viour towards the perſons who were to give evidence on 
the part of Major Browne, and a familiarity with thoſe 
on the part of Captain Hedges. | 8 EN 

Q. Did he ever obſerve them in the Barracks, in any 
degree of intimacy with the Priſoner, Captain Hedges ? 

A. He faw Enjegn Murray, of the 3oth Regiment, and; 
to the beſt of his remembrance, . ockhart and 
Urguhart, ſeveral times in co with in Hedges 
in he allery of the — g WOO 

Q. Did he ever hear either of thoſe Officers make 
remark, as to the manner of Major Browne's conducting 
the Command of the 67th Regiment ? 

A. He did; previous to the trial about a fortnight, 
Lieutenants Lockhart and Urquhart coming to the Barrack 
ground rather after ten o'clock at night, were engaged 
in a ſtrong conteſt with the Centinel, at that end of the 
Barracks where Major Sladden's Company lay. The 
Witneſs here obſerved, that particular directions had 
been given for patrolling until twelve o'clock, and go- 
ing round the Barracks to ſee that all the Soldiers were 
regular, and in bed ; and he being Orderly Serjeant for 
the day, and hearing a conteſt, went up to ſee the occa- 
ſion of it, when he heard Lieutenant Lockhart and Lieute- 
nant Urgqubart both, feverally, ſay, that they never un- 
derſtood ſuch uſage, as to be kept out by the Centinel 
for the Parole and Counterſign, To the beſt of his re- 
membrance, Lieutenant 1. 9h ſaid, that he never knew 
the like, though he had ſerved through the American 
War; and, if the Commanding Officer of the 67th Re- 

iment did not know better, he would teach him. The 


of the 67th Regi- 


| Centinel, during this time, kept calling wor the Corporal 
| of the Guard, who came, and with him Lieutenant Heard, 


the Officer of the Guard. The diſturbance was conſi- 
derable; and it made a ſtrong impreffion upon the mind 
of the Witneſs, that Officers of a different Regiment, 
ſhould find fault in that manner. 

Q. Was he in Court the firſt day of trial? And did he 
receive any direction from Major Browne ? 

A. He was in Court that day, but received no di- 
rection from Major Browne, further than to wait for 


his box. 


Q. Did he make any remark that day relative to 
Major Browne, when entering upon his Proſecution, or 


to the Court? 


A. He thought the Court ſeemed very ſevere upon 
Major Browne; checking him upon many points, and c 


not letting him go forwards. 


Q. Did he make any obſervations on the ſecond day ? 

A. He thought the Court generally ſevere throughout 
the trial, 

Q. Was he ordered by Major Browne, or any other 
perlon, to take Notes? And to what period? 

A. Not by Major Browne; but was employed by 
Surgeon Dillon, to take Notes for him of his own evi- 


Q. Dit 
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O. Did the Court permit Major Browne's Narrative - 


of the facts, on which he grounded his Proſecution, to | Q / | | 
| any degree of familiarity with Captain Hedges during 


appear upon their Minutes, as he requeſted ? 
A. No; they did not. : 
Qi. Did Major Browne argue with the Court upon 
this point? : 
A. He did. 4 
Q. Did the Court aſſign any reaſon for not admitting 
it upon their Minutes ? 
A. He thinks Lieutenant Colonel Forſter ſaid, the mat- 
ter had been canvaſſed before, upon Dublin N 
Q. Were there not other circumſtances in the latter part 


of the Proſecution, which the Court would not admit? 


A. He can't recollect that. | 
Q. Was he preſent at the examination of the Wit- 
neſſes for, and againſt, the Proſecution ? | 
A. He Was. =P | - ; 

- Q. Did he notice any difference in the manner in 
which they were reſpectively treated? 5 

A. He 4 in the courſe of the examination of Major 
Browne's Witneſſes, queſtions put to them, at times, 
from all ſides of the table, ſeemingly for the purpoſe of 

utting them in a flurry, and one of them particularly, 
dughed at; whereas on the other fide, the Witneſles 
were rather directed how they ſhould anſwer queſtions. 

Q: Did he ever hear the Court interpoſe any queſ- 
tions to Captain Hedges's Witneſſes, whilſt he had them 
under examination ? | | 2 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he never did, 

Q. What did he obſerve when Major Browne began 
to croſs-examine them ? 3 

A. Quite the reverſe. ER 
Q. Was he turned out of Major Browne's box duting 
the trial, and by whom ? 2% 

A. It was at the requeſt of Captain Hedges. 

Q. To whom did Captain Hedges make the requeſt ? 
A. To the Preſident, to the beſt of his recolle&ion. 
Q: Was he in Court when Major Browne was put 

under arreſt ? | | 
A. He was. | 

Does he recolleR, that on croſs-examining Major 
$ „Major Browne propoſed to him any queſtion, in 
which the Court made any alteration ? | 

A. He does not. 

Q. Does he recollect Major Sladden's making any an- 


ſwer reſpeting Captain Miltinſon, which afterwards 
cauſed Major Browne's arreſt? 
A. He does. It related to a converſation between 


Major Browne and Major Sladden, on board a tranſport. 

Did he hear Lieutenant Urgubart make any remark 
to Major Browne, or to the Preſident, or to the Court, 
on the occaſion ? 

A. There was a converſation paſſed between Major 
Browne and Lieutenant Urquhart, which he cannot now 
repeat. He ſaw Lieutenant Urquhart ſtand up, and ſhake 
his hand in a very threatening manner acroſs the table 
to Major Browne, . him“ Only you are under 
is the protection of the Court.” At this time, a Mem- 
ber, to the left of Lieutenant Urgiuhart, checked him, and 
he immediately ſat down. 


Q. Was Major Browne under arreſt from the Court, 


af this time? | | 
A. To the beſt of his recollection he was. 

Q. Did. he hear Major Browne make any requeſt to 
the Court to have Lieutenant Urquhart's words inſerted 
in the Minutes? WE” | 

A. He did, ER 

Q. What anſwer did he receive? 

A. He thinks, the Captain of Artillery, Smith, turned 

round, and ſaid, Major Browne, we are not to criminate 
ourſelves, | 1 

Q. Did he hear Major Browne ſay any thing to Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart, which appeared to him warm, or violent, 
before Lieutenant Urquhart got up ? 

A. He does not recollect it. 


Did he obſerve any difference between the manner | | ; wn a quel 
tion to him, Lieutenant Butler turned it into ridicule, 


in which the Court treated Major Browne, and the 
manner in which they treated Captain Hedges ? 
A. Ves; he thought Captain Hedges was allowed all 
opportunities to queſtion, as he thought proper; whereas 
Major Browne was continually checked and oppoſed. 
2 On Major Browne requeſting that queſtions, or 
articular matters, might appear on the Minutes, what 
anſwer did he receive from the Court? 
A. In general, that they were of no ſignification; 
that they only tended to protract the trial. | 
Did they aflign any reaſon as to-liking or diſlik- 
ing? | | 
A. He does not know that they dic. | 
Q. Did Myer Brownragree with the Court in that opi- 


- 


nion, that tne queſtions tended only to-protract the trial? | 


and one or two of the other Members. 
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A. He certainly did not acquieſce. 5 
Q. Did he obſerve the Members of the Court in 


the trial, in the ſtreets, or in Court? 

A. -He did; he ſaw Captain Hedges ſeveral times 
Walking with Captain Ramſay, and the other Officers of 
the zoth Regiment, both in the Barrack and out of it; 
and they appeared to the Witneſs the ſame as if they 
were not Members of the Court Martial, or on his trial; 
quite familiar, | 55 3 

Q. Which of the Witneſſes did the Court laugh at? 

A. At Lieutenant Mahon. : by 

Q. Was he, the Witneſs, under arms, when Lieutenant 
Colonel Forſter formed the Regiment Into a ſquare, at tie 
Barracks, during the trial? | | 

A, He was not; nor was he in the Barracks. 

Q: What circumſtance occaſioned the Court to laugh 
at Lieutenant Mahon particularly ? 

A. Captain Ramſay, to the belt of his recollection, drew 
Lieutenant Mahin's picture on a ſmall bit of paper, and 
handed it backward to a Townſman, a Juſtice of the 
Peace ; and it was handed from one to another, whic 
created a laugh; Lieutenant Mahon at the ſame time 


giving his evidence. 


Q. How did he hear it was Litutenunt Mahon's pic- 


ture: 


A. Becauſe the eyes of the audience were entirely on 
Lieutenant Habe, and he ſaw the drawing; and it ap- 
peared to him ſomething like Lieutenant Al. 
The Court adjourned till Monday morning next, 


at eleven o' clock. 


MONDAY, 17th Sz>TEMBER, 1787. 
Tur Cobn being met purſuant to adjournment, 
SERJEANT JAMES RILEY was further ex- 


amined. 


Q. Did he obſerve any intercourſe between Captain 
Heages, Captam̃ Hedges's Counſel, and any Members or 
Member of the Court Martial, whilſt the Witneſſes 
were under examination by Major Browne ? 5 

A. He does not recollect. | 3 
Q. Did he obſerve any ſlips of paper handed about ? 
A. He did; between Lieutenant Burke, an half. pay 


Officer then in the Iſland, and Enſign Murray of the 
zoth Regiment ;— Lieutenant Barke generally ſtood be- 


hind Captain Hedges. | | 2 

Q. Did he obſerve that any Member of the Court 
Martial propoſed queſtions in conſequence of thoſe lip 
of paper which paſſed between Lieutenant Burks an 
Enſign Murray ? ; 

A. He can't poſitively ſay that queſions were aſked 
in conſequence of thoſe papers; ſeveral were handed 
backwards and forwards. 25 + 3 

Q. Did Adjutant Stewart deſire the Witneſs to take 
Notes in Court, of his examination? | 

A. He thinks Adjutant Stewart did; but not being 
allowed to come nigh the table, he only took Notes at 
2 diſtance, | 

Q. What became of thoſe Notes ? | 888 

A. He only took Notes with a pencil for a few days; 
they were not clear or explicit, and therefore of no uſe. 

Did the Preſident, or any Member of the Court 
Martial, require him to deliver up his Notes ? 

A. The Notes which he took for Surgeon Dillon, he 
was directed by the Preſident to deliver up to the Judge 
Advocate, not thoſe which he took by deſire of Adjutant 
Stewart. 

Q. Was he preſent at Major Browne's crofs-exami- 
nation of Lieutenant Butler? 

A. He was, | 33 : 

Q.: What did he obſerve during that examination? 

A. He obſerved, whenever Ma, or Browne put a queſ- 


and ſaid, ** Damn me, if ever I heard ſuch a queſtion 
<« put to any Gentleman ;” and uſed ſeveral other the 
like expreſſions, for which he was called to Order ſeveral 
times by Lieutenant Jnder wood of the 66th Regiment, 
Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forfler during the time, held down his head with 
his hands over his face, and did not ſpeak a word. | 
Q. Did he obſerve Lieutenant Butler uſe any grimaces; 


and in what manner? 


A. Lieutenant Butler was grinning and ſneering, and 
conducted himielf in a careleſs, lounging, unbecoming 
manner. 5 Ss. 

Q: Did he obſerve Lieutenant Butler put out his 
tongue, or ſquare his arms, at any perſon? AH 

He 


\ 
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| A. He bit his lips and tongue, and directed his looks 


particularly to Major Browne, the whole time. ; 
Qi. Did he obſerve any Witneſs for the Proſecution 
behave in this manner ? 

A. Far otherwiſe, 5 ; 

Q. Did Major Browne appear to him to treat Lieute- 
nant Butler with any diſreſpect, warmth, or behave to- 
wards him in a manner which the Witneſs conceived to 
be improper ? *' 

A. Not at all. 


Q. Did he \ nana notice any thing which 
. paſſed between Lieutenant 


urke and Lieutenant utler ? | 
A. Lieutenant Burke came round and ſtood behind 
Lieutenant Butler, as if ſpeaking to him, and frequently 


came from Captain Hedges's ſide to the Witneſs's, and 
to and from Enfign Murray, backwards and forwards, | 
' ſneering and laughing; and, as it appeared to him, con- 


veyed meſſages from one to another. | : | 

Q. When ſome of the Members called Lieutenant 
Butler to order, did they do it in a ſimilar manner to 
that which he obſerved to be uſed to the Witneſſes in 
ſupport of the Proſecution ? 8 
- . They did not; it was mentioned in a wor 
way. The ridiculous manner of Lieutenant Butler giv- 
ing his evidence, rather cauſed a ſhout in the Court- 
houſe. | 

Q. Did he obſerve any ſhout or noiſe in the Court, 
whilſt Lieutenant Butler was under examination by Cap- 
tain Hedges? Or any incivility from Lieutenant Butler 

towards him? . - 7 

A. No; the greateſt civility was obſerved by Lieute- 
nant Butler to Captain Hedges. | : 

Q. (By the Court) Were the Notes reſtored to him 

which he delivered up ? 
A. No. Pn a 

Q. What reaſon was aſſigned for his being turned 

out of Major Browne's box? 

A. Captain Hedges, who had requeſted it, mentioned 
no other reaſon, than that Major — had a Coun- 
ſel, and, therefore, did not want a Clerk. He was put 
out of the Court for a time, and afterwards re-admitted, 
but not allowed to go near Major Browne. 

Q. Did the Members' calling to Lieutenant Butler, 
produce any effect? 5 

A. Lieutenant Butler rather altered his behaviour a 
little; but ſtill continued to give his evidence in a ſin- 
gular way. It ſeemed to the Witneſs, to be rather in 


A2 threatening manner, than as a Gentleman. He ob- 
ſerved no other notice taken of his behaviour by the 


Court, except, as he has before mentioned, from ſome 
individual Members thereof. | 

Was he in Court when Majer Browne opened 
his Proſecution ? 

A. He was. | 8 
Qt. Did any oath, or aſſeveration fall from Major 
Browne ? : | 

A. He remembers Major Browne being warm; but 


did not hear an oath. 


Q: Did he hear any expreſſion, to this effect, fall 
from any Member of the Court, . That a Command- 
t ing Officer might be a ſcoundrel?“ | 

A. He does recolle& ſuch an expreſſion ; and, to the 
beſt of his memory, it came from Captain Smith of the 

Artillery. 

Q. Did he hear the Judge Advocate expreſs himſelf 
to this effect, That he never heard one meaſure of 
«© Juſtice was to be held out to the Proſecutor, and 
<< another to the Priſoner ?” 

A. Yes; he thinks he did hear it ; but cannot recol- 


lect from what particular Member; from his ſituation, 
he could not rightly hear every thing which paſſed; 


Q: Did it appear to him, that the Judge Advocate, 


upon many points, held a different opinion from the | 


Court ? | 

A. Upon many points, he is very certain he did; 
and ſometimes appeared to be in a paſſion with the 
Members. | | 

Q. Did the opinion of the Court often prevail, in 


contradiction to the Judge Advocate ? 


A. It did often, | 
Q. Can he recollect any particular inſtances ? 


A. The Witneſſes for the Proſecution had innumer- 
able queſtions put to them, which the Judge Advocate 


did not altogether approve; thoſe who were produced 
in the Priſoner's Defence, had very few queſtions pro- 
poſed to them by the Court, except what appeared to 


be leading queſtions. The majority of the Court was 
2 againſt the Judge Advocate. 
( 


Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Did he obſerve 
that Private Soldiers continued in Court, at the time 


he was ordered out ? 


A. There was no objection to any perſon but him; 


it was becauſe he was fitting in the box with the Coun- 


ſel. * 

Q. (By the Court) Had he given his evidence at the 
time when he was ordered out? 
_ A. It was not then known he was to be called as a 
Witneſs. | | 

Q. How long was he out of Court? h x 

A. He was ſuffered to return again in about half an 
hour. TREE, | 

Reference being had to the Minutes of the Court 
Martial, the following entry was read ;— | | 


© TUESDAY, 7th Fesruary, 1786. 9 


© The Priſoner then roſe, and addreſſed the Court to 
the following effe& :—He ſaid, that after the Court 
was adjourned yeſterday, he heard, and could prove, 
that Serjeant Riley, of the 69th Regiment, (who had 
token Notes for Major Browne, in — went with 
Dr. Dillon, round by the Church to the Barracks, 
and remained with him there, in private, for fourteen 
or fifteen minutes; that he, therefore, wiſhed to know 
© what converſation paſſed between the Serjeant and Dr. 
Dillon; and, further, that in future they might be 
© ſeparated, The Court was then cleared ; — 
opened again, the Judge Advocate, by direction of 
* the Court, mentioned, „That the Court having 
“ taken the Priſoner's information and requeſt ints 
«+. conſideration, was of opinion, that no communica- 
„tion ſhould take place between Dr. Dillon and Ser- 
< jeant Riley during the preſent trial, as Serjeant Riley 
may be called on in the courſe of this trial.“ 
© Major Browne immediately declared, that Serjeant 
© Riley was not, by his orders, directed to take down 
© any Notes, 3 . 
© Q. 95. (From the Court) Did wy converſation 
paſs between you, and Serjeant Riley, yeſterday, relative 
© to the buſineſs of this Court ? If any ſuch converſa- 
tion did paſs, relate it? | 8 
* A. After I left the Court, Serjeant Riley walked 
after me, by my deſire, I aſked him, Did I appear ſo 
much confuſed that day, as on former occaſions ? 
Were not my anſwers very clear and correct? He 
anſwered, that there was ſome part, mentioning about 
Mrs, Browne, which he did not ſo clearly underſtand. 
I told him I was perfectly clear in it myſelf, I then 
ſaid, that the Court had put one queſtion to me, 
which, I believed, if I had anſwered in the affirmative, 
might have condemned me. I defired him, when 1 
went to the Barracks, to come to my room ; becauſe 
I would always put down the different queſtions aſked 
me by the Court, and my anſwers, that I might re- 
freſh my memory. I then aſked him again, if I had 
been clear in what I ſaid ; and if he had taken Notes? 
He ſaid, No; that Major Browne had turned him out 
of the Deſk, I told him, he always ſhould, that I 
might compare them with mine. I defired him to go 
to Mr. Gilbert's, Major Browne's Counſel, and aſk. 
him if he could get his Notes of my own evidence. 
Ar. Gilbert ſaid, he did not know if he could legally 
ſend them, or not, | 
© Q. 96. Was what you have now related, the whole 
© of the converſation that paſſed between you and Serjeant 
© Riley, yeſterday ? | | 
© A. Yes; I do not recollect mentioning another 
© word,” 5 
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Q. (By the Court) On which day was it, that he 
was turned out of the box, as mentioned in the former 
part of his evidence ? TER 3 

A. It was on the firſt day of Surgeon Dillon being 
examined, | 

Q. Did he ever tell Surgeon Dillon, that Major 
Browne had turned him out of the box? . 

A. He did; but it was in conſequence of the Preſi- 
n to Major Browne, and at Captain Hedges's 
requeſt. | 

Q.: How did the Preſident expreſs himſelf, when he 
ordered the Witneſs out of the Court? 

A. The Preſident addreſſed himſelf to Major Browne, 
not to the Witneſs, and he was, in conſequence, or- 
dered out of the box; and, as he thinks, out of the 
Court, To the beſt of his recollection, Captain Hedges's 
requeſt was, that he might be ordered out of the Court. 
An Orderly Serjeant told him, he might come in 
again; but with injunctions not to go near Major 

. Browne. | 

Qi. Did Major Browne ſay any thing to Lieutenant 
Urquhart, in conſequence of his having ſhaken his hand 

: ; | at 


when 


. . . . d 
t him in a threatening manner, and having mentione 
bis bein under the protection of the Court ? Or, did 


Major Browne addreſs himſelf to the Court at all upon 


the occaſion, further than requeſting Lieutenant Ur- 
hart's words might be inſerted in the Minutes? 
A. He does not recollect he did. | 


LIEUTENANT MICHAEL GREENE, of the 


67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined, 


Q. Does he remember the time of Captain Hedges be- 


ing ordered into arreſt at Antigua? 

A. It was ſome time in December 1785 ; he cannot 
aſcertain the particular day. EE 

Q. Did any, and what Officers, arrive ſoon after 


from Dominica, for the purpole of conſtituting the 


Court Martial? i a 5 

A. Captain Hamilton of the Artillery, and Captain 
Ramſay ; Lieutenants Urquhart and L: hart, and Enſign 
Murray, of the zoth Regiment. : 

Q. Did he obſerve thoſe Officers to be in any, and 
what degree of intimacy with Captain Hedges, previous 
to the ſitting of the Court Martial ? Fa 
A. They appeared all to be upon a footing of the 
greateſt intimacy with him, : 

Qi. Was he, the Witneſs, at Major Browne's Quarters 
on the night of Tueſday, the 24th of January 1786, 
when any Officers came to put him under arreſt ? 

A. He was at Major Browne's Quarters, when Lieu- 
tenant Urquhart-and Lieutenant Lockhart came to put him 
in arreſt, He is not certain of the day; but it was pre- 
vious to the commencement of Captain Hedges's trial. 


Q. Did Major Browne expreſs any ſurpriſe at their 


conduct, upon the occaſion ? 


A. He ſaid he thought it very extraordinary, that 


Officers of another Corps ſhould come to put him un- 
der an arreſt, when he had already put Major Sladden 
under an arreſt, To the beſt of the Witneſs's recol- 
lection, Lieutenant Coſby came either with them, or ſome 
ſhorr time after. ; 5 | 

Q. Did Lieutenant Urquhart make any, and what an- 
ſwer, to Major Browne ® TY | 

A. To the beſt of the Witneſs's recollection, —T hat 
he had been ſent by Major Sladden. 2 

Q.: Did Major Browne make any further remar 
relative to the ſituation they were in ? | © 
A. He cannot particularly recollect ;—a good deal of 
converſation paſſed, which has now eſcaped his me- 
mory. | 
6. Was there any ſcarcity of Officers of the 67th 
Regiment, at this time ? | 

A. There was not. . 

Q. Did he, the Witneſs, ſoon after this, go with a 
meflage from Major Browne to Major Sladden ? And 
what Officers did he find in Major Sladden's room? 

A. He went to tell Major Sladden, that he was under 
an arreſt; and that General Shirley, the Governor, had 
approved it, Several Officers were at Major Sladden's 
room; and he thinks, but cannot ſay poſitively, Lieu- 
tenants Urquhart and Lockhart were amongſt them. 


Q. Had he gone with Major Browne to General 


Shirley? 

A. He had. | ; 

Q. Did he not, on his return from the General, de- 
liver that information to Major Sladden ? | 

A. He had put Major Sladden under an arreſt, by or- 
der of Major Brawne ; Lieutenant Mahon, he thinks, was 
with him. 

Q. Did any Officer arrive with a letter from Major 
Sladden, whilſt they were with General Shirley? And 
what anſwer did the General give that Officer ? - 


A. To the beſt of his recollection, Captain Lieute- 


nant Wilkinſon, of the 67th, arrived there, General Shir- 
ey told him, Major Sladden's arreſt was reported to him, 
and he approved of it. | 
Q.: Did Captain Wilkinſon return to the Barracks 
nearly at the ſame time with him and Major Browne ? 
A. He does not know. | vo 
Q. Was it, or was it not, after Captain Wilkinſon's 
return from the General, that Lieutenant Urquhart and 
Lieutenant Lockhart came to 


reſt ? put Major Browne in ar- 


A. He cannot ſpeak as to Captain Wilkinſon's return; 


dut it was late 3 be thinks, about ſeven o'clock, they 
come to put Major Browne in arreſt, He cannot under- 
take to ſpeak preciſely as to the hour, 

Q. Was it before, or after, he had informed Major 
Sladder, that he was under arreſt with General Shirley's 
approbation ? 


A. He informed Aajor Sladden of General Shirley's 


having approved his arreſt, ſome hours before Lieutenant | 


ua - 


4 
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ſpent days with him. Lieutenant Colonel Fo 
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Lickkart and Lieutenant Urquhart came to Majar Browne 
to put him in arreſt. 5 | 


Q. Did he hear of Major Browne having agreed, on. 


Friday the 10th of February, to refer the matter in diſ- 


pute, between Major Sladden and him, to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forfler, and the fix Captains who were Members 


of the Court Martial ? 


A. He knows thoſe differences were referred to Mem- | 


bers of the Court Martial ;—he cannot particularize the 
day. | | i 
Q. Does he recollect, on Tueſday the 14th of 


February, the 67th Regiment being drawn up in a 


ſquare ? 
A. He does. He cannot fix the day. | 


Q. By whoſe order was it ſo drawn up? And, for 


what purpoſe ? . 
A. He underſtood it to be by order of Lieutenant Colo- 


nel Forſter, of the 66th Regiment, for the purpoſe of | 
reading the deciſion of thoſe Members of the Court to 


whom the differences had been referred, 
What was the deciſion ? | 

A. That Major Browne ſhould apologize to Major 
Sladden. - 

Q. Did he make any obſervation, relative to Captain 
Hedges, at this juncture ? | 

A. There appeared to him to be a number of the Inha- 
bitants on the Parade, whom he ſuppoſed to be brought 


there by Captain Hedges, to hear Major Browne make an 


apology to Major Sladden. ; 
Q. Was, or was- not, Captain Hedges in the centre of 


of the Square, during the performance of this ceremony? 


And with whom ? 

A. Captain Hedges was on the Parade; he cannot 
particularly ſay with whom, as to the individuals. He 
ſaw him on the Parade immediately after, with all 
thoſe perſons; he cannot ſay poſitively in the Square. 
The reaſon which leads him to think thoſe perſons were 
brought by Captain Hedges is, that he ſaw amongſt 


them ſeveral of Captain Hedges's very intimate friends. 
Q. Was this previous, or ſubſequent to the Witneſs s 


firſt examination? 
A. To the beſt of his recolleQion, it was previous. 
Q. Where did Captain Hedges meſs, and with whom, 


after the enlargement of his arreſt, on the ſecond day of - 
the trial? : . 5 


A. He cannot ſay, as he did not meſs with Captain 
Hedges; but ſuppoſed he meſſed at Ford's Tavern, hav= 


ing frequently ſeen him walk towards it, with Members 


who formed the Court, about dinner hour. 

Q. On his being produced by Major Browne, as a 
Witneſs in ſupport of the Proſecution, in what man- 
ner was he examined and treated by the Court? _ _. 

A. It appeared to him, the Court wiſhed to confuſe 
him, by putting many queſtions at the time he was an- 
ſwering a queſtion put to him by the Judge Advo- 
cate, Lieutenant Colonel Forſter A's him, he muft recol- 
le& circumſtances; which expreſſion appeared to him 
extraordinary, as he was then on his oath, and was 
obliged to relate all he recollected. A queſtion was 
then propoſed to him, upon a matter which he did not 
recollect, namely, Whether it was before, or after, he 
had heard that Captain Hedges had traduced Major 


Broꝛune's character, that he had ſpent days with Cab 
tain Hedges? The Witneſs anſwered, That he did = | 


recollect, whether it was before or after; but he had 
r/ter the 
ſaid, “ Lieutenant Greene, you certainly — recolletl. 
He was alſo aſked, Whether Captain Hedges had ever 
diſobeyed an Order of Major Browne's ; or ever influ- 
enced him (the Witneſs) to diſobey one? The Wit- 
neſs anſwered, Captain Hedges had never influenced 
him ; but did not himſelf obey the Order for going to 
Europe. A further queſtion was then put, (he believes 
from the Court,) © Could he, from his own know- 
* ledge ſay, Captain Hedges had diſobeyed that Order?“ 
He was ſome time before he anſwered that queſtion, re- 
collecting that that Order was countermanded. Cap- 
tain Sutherland and Lieutenant Urquhart told him, it was 
very eaſy to ſay, Yes, or No. He anſwered, he was on 
his oath, and ſhould recolle& perfectly well, before he 
anſwered a queſtion. _ . ; 
Q. Did the Court make any remark u is readi- 
neſs to anſwer Major Hs queſtions 28 " = 
A. Not to him. | 


* Did the Court make any remark, implying, that 


he had had his leſſon ? 


A. None, that he recollects. | LD 
Q. When' the Members interfered, or ſtated many 


queſtions to him, was he under the immediate examina- 


tion of Major Browne ? 
Ce | | A. It 


0 
PFF T IE - 
— err = 7 n — . 3 r . 1 2 2 ö N 


e 


99 


him through the whole of his evidence. 

* Q. Did he obſerve Major Browne, or the Judge Ad- 
_— intetfete, relative to their manner of examining 
him 

A. The Judge Advocate frequently told him to make 
his anſwers to him. 

Q. Did he do o ? 

A. Being totally unaquainted with the forms of Ge- 
neral Courts Martial, and being ſo much confuſed, he 
did not, to all queſtions. 

Q. When the Members addreſſed him, whilſt giving 
his evidence, was it in ſuch manner as an Officer 
might have expected ? | 

A. He has already mentioned their wiſhes to con- 
fuſe him, which he could not but conſider as not treat- 
ing him like an Officer. 

Q. Did Major Browne give him any, and what cau- 
tion, relative to the manner in which he was likely to 
be treated by the Court, previous to his being exa- 
mined ? 

A. He cannot ſay he was particularly cautioned by 
Major Browne ; but he was cautioned by the Inhabi- 
tants of the Iſland, before he went to give his evi- 
dence, 

Was he preſent at the ſubſequent examination 
of Lieutenant Heard and Lieutenant Mahon ? 
A. At a part of Lieutenant Mahon's examination he 
Was preſent, 


Q. Did he obſerve any conduct of the Court towards 


Lieutenant Mahon, which cauſed his attention ? 

A. He heard Lieutenant Colonel Forfler tell him, he 
was prompt in anſwering ſome queſtions, but dilatory 
in anſwering others. Lieutenant Mahon appeared to be 
very much confuſed ; ſo much ſo, the Witneſs could 
not bear to remain in Court to hear his evidence fur- 
ther. 3 
Q. What appeared to him to cauſe Lieutenant Mahon 
to be ſo much confuſed ? 

A. One was the inſtance he has aſſigned, namely, 
the doubting his veracity when ſpeaking upon oath ; 
which muſt confuſe any man. 

Q. Did the ſame variety of queſtions appear to be 
propoſed to Lieutenant Mahon, and in the ſame manner 
as he, the Witneſs, had experienced ? 

A. Several queſtions were put to Lieutenant Mahon at 
the ſame time. Whilſt he was anſwering a queſtion to 
the Judge Advocate, Captain Hamilton, Lieutenant Li- 

gubart, and Lieutenant Underwood were continually put- 
ring queſtions to him. | 

G. Did the Preſident, or any of the Members, when 

they ſaw him confuſed, deſire him to take time, or to 
recolle& himſelf ? 

A. They did not. 


Q. Was he preſent at the examination of any of the 


Witneſſes produced in the Defence ? 
A. He was, 
Q. Did he obſerve any, and what difference in the 

treatment of the Court to thoſe Witneſſes, from what 

he had experienced in his own caſe, and Lieutenant 

Aabon's f 
A. Major Siadden was allowed to give his evidence 

without the leaſt appearance of wiſhing to confuſe him, 

as were alſo the reſt of the Witneſſes produced by the 


| Priſoner, at whoſe examination the Witneſs was preſent. 


Q. Did he obſerve the Members of the Court, and 


Captain Hedges, in any, and what degree of intimacy, 


during the trial ? 
A. They appeared to him to be in the greateſt inti- 
macy. Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lockhart, Captain 
Hamilton, and Captain Ramſay, were conſtantly walking 
arm-in-arm together ; ſometimes one, ſometimes ano-, 
ther, 
Q. Did the Members of the Court appear to him, out 


of Court, to mark any difference of behaviour to the 


Witneſſes for the Proſecution, and thoſe for the De- 


fence ? ; | 

A. Some Members of the Court did. They ſeemed 
to be intimate with Captain Hedges's Witneſſes, whilſt 
they behaved towards ajer Browne's Witneſſes with 
the greateſt coolneſs. f 5 ; 
. Did he obſerve any intercourſe or intimacy with 
the Priſoner, by any Members in Court? 

A. He did not ſee any ſuch intercourſe in Court. 

Did he ever obſerve Major Browne treat the Court 
with any contempt or diſreſpect ? 

A. He did not. 

Q. (By the Court) Does he recollect, during the ex- 
amination of Lieutenant Mahon, any interference on the 
part of the Judge Advocate? 
| 2 


| 
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Captain Hedges; —he has aſke 


Q. Might not motives of mere curioſity have brought 
that aſſemblage of people to the Parade ? 8 
A. It ſtruck him, that they came wiſhing to hear 

Major Browne make an apology ? Ng 

Q. Did he hear the Preſident, at any time, reprehend 
any of the Members for putting the queſtions in the 
manner he has ſtated ? | | | 

A. He did not. . | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Did not 
Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart, and Enſign Murray, 


_ meſs with the Officers of the 67th Regiment, till the 


23d or 24th of January ? 
A. They meſſed with them for ſome time, and he 
thinks nearly to the period mentioned, The Meſs then 
divided. | 

Q: Did he ever know that Lieutenants Lockhart and 


_ Urquhart, and Enſign Murray, dined at Captain Hedges's 


room, previous to the aſſembling of the Court ? 
A. He cannot abſolutely oy any of them dined with 
both Lieutenants Urquhart 
and Lockhart to breakfaſt, and they have excuſed them- 
ſelves, ſaying, they were engaged to Captain Hedges. 
Did not Lieutenants Urquhart and Loctbart fre- 
quently breakfaſt with Captain Hedges? | 
A. On their firſt coming to the Iſland, frequently. 
Q. When Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart went to 
Major Browne, to put him under an arreſt, by Major 
Sladden's orders, did they break into his room in an 


| abrupt manner ? 


A. He did not obſerve any thing particular in the 
manner ;—it ſtruck him as ſingular, that thoſe Officers, 
who belonged to another Regiment, ſhould come, and 
not Officers of the 67th Regiment. 

Q. Were there not ſeveral Officers of the five Com- 
panies of the 67th Regiment, quartered there at that 
time, under an arreſt, either by Major Browne or Major 
Sladden ? | 

A. He recollects two ;—Fnſjgn Butler and Surgeon 
Dill:n; and Captain Hedges of courſe, He cannot re- 
collect more at that time. | . 

Q When Major Browne made his apology to Major 
Sladden, at the head of the Regiment, who formed it into 
a ſquare? ; 

A. He can't recollect who formed it; but he under- 
ſtood it was Cilonel Forfler's orders they ſhould be formed 
into a ſquare, The Witneſs was acting Adjutant at the 
time. ; 8 
Q. Did he hear any reaſon aſſigned at the time, why 
thoſe Officers, who were of a different corps, came to 
put Major Browne in arreſt ? 58 

A. He did not hear any reaſon aſſigned. 

Q. Did Lieutenant Coſby of the 67th Regiment, carry 


a letter from Major Sladden to Major Browne, which 


contained his arreſt? And did not Major Browne refuſe 
to receive it, prior to Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart 
coming to him ? h 5 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, it was after the 
coming of Lieutenants Lockhart and Urquhart to put Ma- 
jor Browne in arreſt, | | 
Q: Did he not hear of Lieutenant C:/by having carried 


the letter before, as well as after? 


a letter 


A. He heard that Lieutenant Coſby did carr 
fd prior to 


before; but he had put Major Sladden in arre 


that. 
It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till the 
morrow morning at ten o'clock, | 


TUESDAY, 18th SepTEMBER, 1787, 


Tre Count being met purſuant to adjournment; _ 


| LIEVTENANT GREENE was further examined. 


Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Can he 
ſpeak with certainty as to Lieutenants Urquhart and Lock- 
hart being in Major Sladden's room, when he went thi- 
ther with the meſſage reſpecting General Shirley's appro 
bation of his arreſt * 5 RE | 

A. He cannot ſay it with certainty, | | 

Q. Can he name the Officers, Members of the Court 
Martial, whom he ſaw walking towards Ford's Tavern, 
with —_ Hedges, at dinner hour ? 

A. Lieutenant Urquhart and Captain Ramſay ;—he 
thinks there were others, but will not take upon him- 
ſelf to ſay it with certainty. They were very frequent- 


ly with him. 


Q. At the time Lieutenants Urgubart and Leckhart, 
and Enſign Murray, belonged to the Meſs of the 67h 
Regiment, did they not very frequently dine there? 

A. They did. 2 

Q. Did they quit the Meſs after the 2th of January 
1786? And what reaion was aihgncd {ur it? 

2 | A. Lieu- 
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A. Lieutenant Urquhart did aſſign a reaſon to him, but 
he can't now particularly be 
cannot exactly aſcertain. 

Q. Was not the reaſon Lieutenant Urquhart aſſigned, 
the great diviſions then exiſting in the Regiment ? 

A. That might be the reaſon ; but he does not parti- 
cularly recollect it. . 

Q. Was not the meſſage ſent by Major Sladden to 
Major Browne, delivered by Lieutenant Lockhart ? And 
was not Lieutenant Urquhart preſent, as a Witneſs only, 
to what paſled ? | 3 

A. He has already mentioned, that he believes the 
meſſage was delivered by Lieutenant Urquhart ; but he 
cannot ſpeak with certainty. | 

Q. Did he underſtand the meſſage was delivered to 
Major Browne, in conſequence of Major Sladden's com- 
mands? Or has he heard that thoſe Officers of the 3oth 


Regiment ſtepped forward as volunteers upon the oc- 


caſion ? 
A. He has already mentioned, he underſtood they 


were ſent by Major Sladden. 


Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Lockhart) Did he ever | 


obſerve, that Lieutenant Locthart's conduct was tinctur- 
ed with partiality or prejudice, whilſt ſeated as a Mem- 
ber of the Court Martial? | ON 

A. Lieutenant Lockhart did, in ſome inſtances, put 
queſtions to him, the Witneſs, whilſt anſwering another 
queſt ion to the Pee Advocate; but leſs frequently 
than ſome of the other Members. 


55 Does he know any other inſtance of Licutenant 
Lock TIES. 


art, tending to partiality ? 

A. He does not, in his judicial capacity. 

Q: (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfter) Were not 
the queſtions put regularly by the Judge Advocate, read 
to him firſt ;—the anſwers then taken down, and read to 

him alſo? | 

A. He was prevented from anſwering the queſtions 
regularly, by reaſon of his being confuſed by the Court; 
—the anſwers, when taken down, were read to him. 

Q. Did he ever remark to the Court, that the an- 
ſwers differed in ſubſtance from what he had depoſed ? 

A. He does not remember ever having ſaid, that the 
anſwers read to him by the Judge Advocate, were not 
agreeable to what he had ſaid, 

Q. Does he poſitively declare, that the Preſident ever 
ſaid to Lieutenant Mahin, when under examination, that 
he was prompt enough to anſwer ſome queſtions, and 
dilatory in anſwering others, or to that effect: 

A. He does poſitively declare, the Preſident did ex- 
preſs hiniſelf to that effect. ; | 

Q. Was not the Court cleared, whilſt Major Sladden 


was under examination, upon the occaſion of a parti- 


cular queſtion being propoſed to him by the Proſecutor, 
Major Browne, and when opened again, was not Major 
Sladden ordered to anſwer it? | 

A. He don't recolle& being in Court at the time fup- 
poſed by the queſtion, = 

Q Were not the Priſoner and Proſecutor often ſtop- 
ped by the Preſident, when entering into deſultory con- 
verſations? And were they not both checked for it ? 

A. He does not recollect either the one or the other 

having entered into ſuch converſation. 
Qt. ls he certain it was the Court, and not Captain 
Hedges, who aſked him, whether he had paſſed days 
with Captain Hedges, at his Quarters, in the Iſland of 
Barbadoes ? 1 

A. He is not certain who propoſed the queſtion to 
him; but it was Lieutenant Colonel Forfler who told him 
he muſt recollect. | 

Q. Did Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lockhart, and 
Enſign Murray, all three dine at the Meſs at a time? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, he has ſeen them 
all three ; and he believes more than once. 

Notice being taken by the Court, that in anſwer to 
one queſtion put to him by Major Browne, it appeared, 
that the Witneſs had gone with a meſſage to Major Slad- 
den, importing, that General Shirley had approved of 
his (Major Sladden's) being put in arreſt by Major 
Browne ; and in anſwer to a ſubſequent queſtion, he has 
ſtated, that he went with that meſſage to Major Sladden 


ſome hours before Major Sladden's ſaid meſlage was 


brought to Major Browne, by Licutenants Urquhart and 
Loc hart, which ſeemed to imply a contradiction, or a 
miſtake ;—the Witneſs explained, that he had gone to 
Major Sladden with the fame meſſage three ſeveral times; 
and that the firſt time of his delivering the meſſage to 
Major Sladden, was ſome hours before 3 Urqu- 
hart and Lockhart came to Major Browne's room to put 
him in arreſt ; and another meſſage to the like effect was 
delivered to Major Sladden, after the meſſage brought to 
Major Browne by thoſe two Officers, 2 


lect it; — the time he 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Queſtioned as he 
was, by Members of the Court, could he judge whe- 


ther the anſwers which were read to him were correctly 


ſtated, or not? : | 
A. Confuſed as he was, he could not be fo collected 
in anſwering ; but the anſwers which were read to him, 


he believes, were A | 
id he ' obſerve at any time 


Q. (By the Court) 
any Notes paſſing between Members or Member of 
the Court Martial, and the Priſoner, Captain Hedges ? 

A. He has ſeen Captain Hedges's Counſel fold up 


Notes, and they were handed to Lieutenant Urquhart; 
he did not know what they contained. Lieutenant Ur- 


quhart ſat very near the Priſoner's Counſel. 


LIEUTENANT JOHN MAHON, of the 67th 


Regiment was ſworn and examined. 


| A Was he in Antigua, when Captain Hedges was or- 
dered into arreſt ? 


0 
A. He was. 


Q. Did any, and what Officers arrive from Dominica 


ſhortly after, for the purpoſe of conſtituting a Court 
Martial for the trial of Captain Hedges? 5 
A. Captain Ramſay, Lieutenants Urquhart and Lock- 
hart, and Enſi urray, of the zoth; and, he believes, 
1 Hamilton of the Artillery, arrived for that pur- 
poſe. | | 
Q. Did he obſerve any, and what intimacy, between 
thoſe five Officers, and the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, 


Before the trial? 


A. He did; he ſaw them and Captain Hedges con- 
ſtantly together; and they frequently told him, Captain 
Hamilton excepted, they were going to breakfaſt with 
Captain Hedges. „F 

Q. Did thoſe Members meſs for ſome time with the 
Officers of the 67th Regiment? N 

A. They did. | 

Q.: Does he know of their being at Captain Hedpes's 
at any other meal but breakfaſt? ; 

A. They told him alſo, they ſupped with Captain 
Hedges. | | 

. Did he ever remark, during the time they meſſed 


with the 67th Regiment, that either of thoſe Officers 


were abſent from the Meſs at dinner time ? 
A. He did not. | : 
Q: Did the four Officers all dine there every day ? 
A. He really cannct ſay. | | 


Q. Does he know that they ever dined with Captain . 


Hedges, during that period ? 
A, He does not. | 


. Was the Regiment drawn up in a ſquare, on 


Tueſday the 14th of February? 

A. It was. 

Q. By whoſe Orders, and for what purpoſe ? 

A. By Lieutenant Colonel Forfler's Orders, he believes, 
for Major Browne and himſelf to make an apology to 
Major Sladden. 

Q. Was Lieutenant Colonel Forſter preſent ? 

A. He was. 

Q. Did he (the Witneſs) make any obſervation at that 


time? 


A. He did ;—he obſerved Captain Hedges with Captain. 


Urquhart and Lieutenant Urquhart, together in the ſquare, 

Q. Did he hear Major Browne make any obſervation 
upon this, to Lieutenant Colonel Forfler ? 

A. Hedid not. | . | 

. Did he obſerve whether there was a particular 
aſſemblage of the Gentry of the Iſland ; and who brought 
them there? | | 

A. He cannot ſay who brought them thither. | 

Q. In what manner was he treated by the Court, 
whilſt under examination, as a Witneſs produced by 
Major Browne, in ſupport of the Proſecution? 

A. During his evidence, four or five queſtions were 
frequently put to him at the ſame time, whilſt the Judge 
Advocate was writing down one which he had juſt an- 
ſwered ;—and he obſerved, that thoſe queſtions which 
he anſwered favourably for Captain Hedges, the Court 
appeared much pleaſed at, and ordered them, in the great- 
eſt hurry, to be put down; whereas, ſome which he an- 


ſwered favourably towards Major Browne, were paſſed 
over, and ſaid by the Members of the Court, to be of 


no conſequence. He particularly recollects once, he was 
deſired to ſtate what Captain Hedges's abuſe of Major 
Browne conſiſted of, — his anſwer was: He could not 
4 recolle& the words, but had Major Browne been half 


„ what Captain Hedges ſaid of him, he muſt have 


thought him the greateſt villain that ever exiſted :”— 
This anſwer was not minuted down; they ſaid it was of 


no conſequence, 8 
N 9 Captain 
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Captain Hamilton, at another point of time told him, 
(the Witneſs) *+ He ought to conſider the Priſoner's 
<« ſituation';” and Ligutenant Colonel Forfler, the Preſi- 
dent, immediately ſaid, + You can anſwer ſome queſ- 


e tions quick enough, but not others.“ Another cir- 
cumſtance he has to produce, was this :—He was fre- 


quent, laughed at by the Court, for expreſſions they did 


not approve ; particularly the 13th anſwer in the croſs- 
examination, where it will be found, the word— 

„ painted,” was uſed, furniſhed a laughter. He had 
ſaid that Major Browne was painted to him by Captain 
Hedges, in the worſt light. This the Court, Captain Hedge, 
and his friends, laughed very heartily at ;—the Court 

ſaid, they never heard ſuch an expreſſion in their lives; 
and deſired to know the meaning. He further ſtated, 
that on the 28th queſtion in the croſs- examination be- 

ing propoſed to him, as the Witneſs thinks, by the 

Court, the ſudge Advocate objected to it, as a leading 
one; but the Court till inſiſted on his anſwering it, 
which he did. | 

Reference being had to the Authenticated Minutes, it 
appeared from them, that the queſtion objected to, had 
been propoſed by the Proſecutor, Major Browne, and al- 
though objected to by the Judge Advocate, had, never- 
theleſs, been ſupported by the Court; and the Witneſs, 
Lieutenant Mahon, was required to anſwer it, ſo that the 
particular circumftance of the caſe, as well as the ten- 
dency of the determination of the Court, in this in- 
ſtance, ſeems to have been miſconceived by the Witneſs. 

Q. Does he recollect the Court, during his exami- 

nation, laughing at any other circumſtance ? 
A. They laughed frequently. | 

Q. Did he obſerve any intercourſe between the Pri- 
ſoner, or his Counſel, and any of the Members of the 
Court Martial, during his examination by Major 
Browne ? | 

A. He did ;—he obſerved Captain Hedges hand Notes 
to Lieutenant Urquhart, who ſat next but one to him; 
and he handed them on to the Judge Advocate, as if 
from himſelf; and the queſtions were minuted down as 
from thoſe papers; and they were then aſked of him, the 
Witneſs, as queſtions from the Court, 

Q. Was he preſent during the entire examination of any 
of * es produced by Captain Hedges, in his De- 
| fence! 

A. He was; during the examination of Major Slad- 
den, of Captain Wilſon, Captain Wilkinſon, Lieutenant 
Butler, Lieutenant Coſby, Enfign Butler, Lnſign Main- 
waring, and, he thinks, En/pn Dalton. 

Q.: Did he obſerve that Captain Hedges received any 
interruption from the Court, whilſt he was examining 
Major Sladden ? 

A. He did not. | | | 

Q. Did he obſerve Major Browne receive any inter- 
ruption when he entered on the croſs-examination of 
Major Sladden ? 

A. He did. 

Q. Does he tecollect Captain Hedges addreſſing Major 
Browne, on the firſt or fecond queſtion to Major 
Sladden ? 

A. He does; as well as he can recollect, Captain 
Hedges ſaid, Though he (Major Browne) was not 
« trying now, his turn would come.” 

Q. Did the Court interpoſe, and check Captain 
Hedges ? | 

| 4 He don't recolle& they did. | 

Q. In what manner was Major Browne permitted to 
croſs- examine Major Sladden ? 

A. He heard Major Browne interrupted by Lieutenant 
Urquhart, to remind him of ſome expreflions he made 
uſe cf ſome days before, reſpecting Captain Wilkinſon, 

Q. Was Aha Browne interrupted in any other in- 
lance, during his croſs-examination of Major Sladden ? 

A. e does not recollect he was. | 

Q. Did, or did not, the Court interpoſe queſtions to 
Captain Hedges's Witneſſes, whilſt under croſs-examina- 
tion by Majer Browne ? 

A. They did frequently. ; 

Did he ever hear the Court propoſe any queſtions 
whiltt thoſe Witneſſes were under examination by Cap- 
tain Hedges? 

A. He did not. 

-Q. Did the Court, during the evidence of the Wit- 
neſſes for the Proſccution, and of thoſe for the Priſoner, 
ſeem equally attentive and polite ? | 
A. The treatment of one and of the other, ſeemed 

to be very different. 

Q. Does he recollect any thing particular during the 
crois-exumination of / zeutenent Butler, by Major Browne? 

A. On Major Drewne putting two different queſtions 


to Lieutenant Butler, a Ar, Aw! whilpered Lieutenant 
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Butler twice, which Major Browne requeſted might be 


put a ſtop to. On the next queſtion being put to Liew- 
tenant Butler, Mr. Burke, a particular friend of Captain 
Hedges, made figns with his fingers, as if telling Licu- 
tenant Butler what to ſay, by the different manner of 
placing his fingers for each letter, | 
Q& (By the Court) Does he think the Court ſaw 
this! | M 3 5 
A. He is certain the Court did not ſee the latter; 
but the whiſpering by Mr. Atol, he is ſure they muſt 
have ſeen. „ STEVE 
Q. Did the Court notice it? 
A. Not till Major Browne ſpoke ; then t 


did. 
Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Was he preſent 


when Major Browne attempted to produce Adjutant Stew- 
art in ſupport of his Reply ? 

A. He was. 5 

Q: Did he notice any particular expreſſion uſed by a 
Member of the Court upon the occaſion ? h 

A. He heard Captain Sutherland ſay, Adjutant Stewart's 
evidence is rejected, and his teſtimony reprobated, 
Q. Did he hear any Member of the Court uſe any 
ſcurrilous expreſſion relative to a Commanding Officer? 

A. He did. He heard Lieutenant Urquhart addreſs the 
Preſident, ſaying, © Major Browne has taken a liberty 
« with my character, in conſequence of the protection 
he receives from the Court, by being under an ar- 
« reft, which at any other time he would not have 
dared to have done: — As he is protected from my 
„ chaſtiſement, I beg that I may be protedted from 
his inſolence.“ Major Browne then requeſted Lieu- 
tenant Urguhart's words might be taken down; which 


* 
A 


A 
* 


was refuſed. Captain Smith turned to Major Browne, 


and ſaid, Do you think we will put down any thing 
* which will criminate ourſelves?” or words to that 
effect. > | | 

Q. Does he remember any Member of the Court 


.couple together the words Commanding Officer, and 


Damned Scoundrel, at any time ? 
A. He does not. | 


. Did Major Browne make any Reply to Captain 


Smith, when he ſaid, Do you think we will crimi- 


« nate ourſelves?” or to that effect? 

A. He did. Major Browne ſaid, Oh ! then you 
allow it will criminate yourſelves.” This cauſed a 
laugh in Court; and the Preſident: ſaid, . You are 
really too ſmart on the Court, Major Browne,” 

Q. Did he hear the Court, during Captain Wilkinſon's 
examination, ſtate any particular period of time, when 
it was allowable to abuſe a Commanding Officer? 
A. He did. They ſaid, they conceived when off 
Parade, they were all on equal footing. He-remembers, 
particularly, Lieutenant Lockhart ſaid it; and a great 
number of the Members joined in it, ſaying, © Cer- 
„ tainly, certainly.“ DENA 

Dia Major Browne propoſe queſtions to him, and 
to the Witneſſes produced by Captain Hedges, when un- 
der croſs- examination, which the Court would not re- 
ceive, or inſert upon their Minutes? | 

A. He did. | 

Q. What anſwers did the Court give to Major 
Browne ? b 

A. They ſaid, We are not trying you, Major 
% Browne;” and Major Browne then requeſted, that 
they might be entered on the Minutes, as over-ruled by 
the Court. To which they objected, ſaying, We 
will not allow any thing to appear, which we do not 
© chooſe;” or words to that effect. | | 

Q. Did he obſerve the Members in any, and what 
intercourſe, with Captain Hedges, out of Court, during 
the trial f. EF 5 

A. He recolleQs no other inſtances than their break- 
faſting with him, and going to him at all hours of the 
day, The Officers of whom he obſerved this, were 
Captain Sutherland, Captain Smith, Captain Hamilton, 
Captain Urquhart, Lieutenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lock- 
hart, and Enjign Murray. 

Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne treat the Court 
with any contempt, or groſs diſreſpect ? 

A. He never did. | | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Ts he cer- 
tain Captain Ramſay, of the goth Regiment, was ever 
in the Meſs of the 65th ? | 

A. He does not believe he was; he does not recolle& 
having mentioned that he was, 

Q. Does he poſitively declare, the Court laughed at 
the expreſſion of the word © painted?“ | 

A. Poſitively, they did; and confuſed him very much 
by ſo doing. 

Q. Can he give any other inftance of the Court hav- 
ing refuſed to take down his anſwers, than that tw 


A. He knows no other inſtance, than he has already 
mentioned. | 5 5 | 
Q. Did the Judge Advocate give his opinion, that 
the ſaid anſwer, reſpecting Capaain Hedges's abuſe of 
Major Browne, was material, and ought to be inferted ? 
A. He believes the Judge Advocate did not hear the 
_ anſwer, as ſo many — were aſked at the ſame 
time. 5 4 
Q. Was he not eloſe to the Judge Advoeate when he 
ave his evidence? es Sarde 
A. He was next him. | 5 
Q. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate give his opi- 
nion, that the queſtions put by Major Browne, and over- 
ruled by the Court, ſhould nevertheleſs be entered on 


the Minutes ? Or, on the contrary, did he not ſay, it 


would be irregular and improper ? 


A. He does not recollect either the one or the other. 
Q. Is he certain the papers, which he ſays were 
handed from Captain Hedges to Lieutenant Urquhart, con- 


tained queſtions which were put to him by the Judge 
Advocate ? And what reaſon has he for that ſuppo- 
fition? _ 


A. He is poſitive; for he ſaw Captain Hedges hand 


them to Lieutenant Urquhart, who read them, and im- 
mediately handed them to the Judge Advocate, 


Q. Were not all queſtions written on ſlips of paper, 
then handed to the Preſident, and afterwards to the 


J _ RO queſtions aſked by Captain Sutherland 
on 1 excepte 


Thoſe queſtions which Captain Hedges handed to 


Lieutenant Urquhart, were not handed to the Preſident. 


Q. Does he then conceive, that thoſe papers were 


| handed to the Judge Advocate without the knowled 


of the Preſident, or of the greater number of the Mem- 


bers of the Court? | | a N 
A. He conceives, that ſome Members did not know 

of the queſtions being propoſed, till they were read by 
the Judge Advocate. 


Q. Does he ſuppoſe the Preſident knew any thing of 


S i 
A. He believes he did not. | 

Q. Did Major Browne ever object to the Court's in- 
terpoſing 1 during his examination of his own 


Witneſſes 


A. He does not know that he did. 
Q. Does the Witneſs underſtand the language of 
fingers? 1 85 | | | 
A. He does not. 
Q. What reaſon had he to ſuppoſe Mr. Burke was 
inſtructing Lieutenant Butler in what he was to ſay? ? 
A. He thinks it was not to inſtru the Witneſs; but 
to provoke Major Browne. = 
Q. Did not Mr. Atol declare in Court, he had 
whiſpered any Witneſs? | 
A. Mr. Atol allowed he did whiſper Lieutenant Butler; 
but that he had only deſired Lieutendnt Butler not to be 
in an hurty, or confuſed, in giving his anſwers, _ 
Qi. Did Major Browne tap Captain Smith, a Member 
of the Court Martial, upon the ſhoulder, when he uſed 
this expreſſion Oh! then you allow it would get 
* you into a ſcrape?” | | : " 
A. He was next to Major Browne, and did not ſee it. 
Q. Can he ſay, poſitively, Lieutenant Urquhart, when 
he addreſſed the Prefdent and Court for protection, uſed 


the word © Chaſtiſement ?” Was it not the word Re- 
0 ſentment?” 


A. He is almoſt poſitive, Chaſtiſement was the 
word. ; 

Q. Did not the Preſident reprove Captain Sutherland 
for ſaying to Major Browne, that Adjutant Stewart's teſ- 
timony was rejected? And did not the Preſident further 


ſay, ** Adjutant Stewart's evidence ſtood on the face of 


te the Minutes; and that the Court would pay ſuch at- 
<« tention to-it as it deſerved ?” | 
A. He did not hear the Preſident reprove Captain 


Sutherland; nor did he hear him ſay, what is ſuggeſted. 


in the latter part of the queſtion, EN 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Locthort) From his (Lieu- 
tenant Lockhart's) ſaying, that all Officers, when off 
Parade, are on 3 how does the Witneſs in- 
fer, that Lieutenant Lockharr's meaning is, that it is at 
any time allowable for a Subordinate, to abuſe a Supe- 
_ rior, Officer; or for perſons, having the character of 
Gentlemen, to abuſe one another? 

A. The idea which Lieutenant Lockhart's ſpeech con- 
| ed to his mind, was this“ That a Commanding 
„Officer, when off Parade, was not to be taken more 
notice of than any other Officer.” 


— 
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be has mentioned about Captain Helges's abuſe of Major | 


Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Can he recolle&t 
what Captain Wilkinſon aid, which gave riſe to this re- 
mark from Lieutenant Lockhart ® © "NY 
A. He really cannot. 9 — 


Q. Did Major Browne appear at any point of time ſa- 


tified with the treatment he and his Witneſſes received 


from the conduct of the Court Martial? „ 
; A. He has obſerved him diſſatisfied; - never obſerved 
— be ſatisfied with the conduct and treatment of the 
ourt. : 


Q. When Captain Sutherland faid, what the Witneſs 


has mentioned, relative to Adjutant Stewart, did he ſay 
it ſtings or ſtanding up? And did he repeat it ? 


. He heard 'it but once ;—he cannot ſay whether 

Captain Sutherland was ſtanding or ſitting at the time. 

Q Was it loud enough for the whole Court to have 
heard it? . | 

A. It was ſpoke very loud, and, he thinks, the en- 
tire Court muſt have heard it. | 

Q: Did it appear to him, from any thing which fell 
from the Court, er from any Member of it, thai the 


| fulleſt licenſe of ſpeech was allowable, when remarking | 


on the conduct of a Commanding Officer ? 


A. He does not remember to have heard any thing | 


ſaid by the Court; or any Member of it, to that effect. 
Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) Did he 


not hand a paper to ſeveral Gentlemen of the Iſland of 


Antigua, after the Court Martial was diſſolved, which 
reflected on the Proceedings of the Court Martial, and 
requeſt them to put their names to it ? 

It being intimated to the Witneſs, that if he ſaw 


any thing in the queſtion, which appeared to him to 


have a tendency to criminate himſelf, he was not re- 
quired to anſwer it; or, at leaſt, not until the ſenſe of 
the Court had been diſtinctly taken thereon. He ex= 
preſſed a with of declining to anſwer it. | 
Lieutenant Colonel Forjter till urging the queſtion, and 
deſiring to have the ſolemn deciſion of the Court, Whe- 
ther the Witneſs ſhould not be required to anſwer it ?—= 
The Court took the ſame into conſideration, and deter- 
mined—[Inaſmuch as the anſwer to the queſtion ma 
tend to criminate the Witneſs, that he be not rehuleel 


+ 


to anſwer it. 


On the parties being called in, and this determination 


of the Court being declared, Lieutenant Mahon ſaid; 


that he had no longer any objection to the anſwering 
of the queſtion, and that he hopes the Court do not en- 
tertain an idea, that he had declined anſwering the 
queſtion from a conſciouſneſs of having done any thing 
improper, or that the anſwer could operate to his preju- 
dice, but that he was confuſed ; and then gave this an- 


ſwer :—He never did hand ſuch a paper to any perſons 
to be ſigned ; but ſeveral Gentlemen of the Ifland of- 


fered, if he would draw up a paper, reflecting on the 
oonduct of the Court Martial, that they would ſign it. 
Qt Did he not hand a paper of that kind to his Ma- 
jeſty's Solicitor General in Antigua, Mr. Burke ? 
A. He never did hand any paper that he knows of. 
Had he ever any converſation with Mr. Burke on 
ſuch a ſubject? | | 
A. He had; wherein he told Mr. Burke, that ſeveral 
Gentlemen had offered to ſign ſuch a paper, and wiſhed 
to know his advice. = 
Q.: What anſwer did he receive? 
A. Mr. Burke ſaid, it would be of no uſe. 
It being three o'clock, the Court adj 
the morrow morning, at ten o'clock, 


WEDNESDAY, 19th SepTEMBEs, 1787. 


Tux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, | 
LIEUTENANT MAHON was further examined. 


Q. (By the Court) Were the whole of the Minutes, 


to which he has been permitted to have recourſe for re- 


freſhing his memory, taken by himſelf, and at the time 


when the Witneſſes were giving their teſtimony ? © 

A. They were all taken by himſelf; ſome .of them 
taken in Court, and the reſt taken upon his return to 
his room from the Court. 8 

Q. What led him to take thoſe Minutes ? 

A. Major Browne had deſired him to take Notes. 

Q. Did Major Browne's diſſatisfaction appear to him 
to be cauſed by, or to proceed from, any treatment he 
met with from the Court, or from the turn his Proſecu- 
tion was likely to take ? „ 5 

A. It appeared to the Witneſs to be from both. 


3 % 


Q. Did he hear any oath, ot aſſeveration, made uſe 


Q. Did 


of in Court, and by whom ? 
A. He did not hear 1 7 | 


* 


journed till 


4 

1 

z 
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: 
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Lon 


arreit? 


from Captain Hedges, to paſs immediately from the 
hand of Captain Hedges to Lieutenant Urquhart ? 
"=. He did. -- 5 f 

Q Could the Officers of the 3oth Regiment, upon 
their arrival at Antigua, have been accommodated with 
lodging elſewhere, than in the Barracks, unlefs with 
great inconvenience and expence ? 5 

A. They could not, without inconvenience and great 
expence. | 

Q. (By deſire of Lientenant Colonel Forfler) Did he 


ever ſee the Notes taken by Mr. Gilbert, Major Brown's 


Counſel, during the trial, or ſince? Mg 
A. He never read them, or heard them read. | 


Q. Has he had any communication with Ar. Gilbert, 
fince his arrival from the Jet Indies, or during the period 


of the trial? 
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Q. Did he obſerve any of the flips of paper, or Notes, | 
mentioned in the forrher part of his evidence, as handed 


— 


A. Mr. Gilbert and he have been frequently toge- | 


ther. . 


Q. Has he had converſation with M.. Gilbert, reſpect- 


ing this trial ? 
A. None, which could poſſibly relate to his evidence. 
Q. Has he had any copy of Mr. Gilbert's Notes! 
A. He has not, nor acceſs to any. | 
. Has he read, or heard read, or had acceſs to a co- 
py, from Major Browne's Notes, or Mr. Dillon's Notes? 
A. He has not. | | | 
Q (By defire of Major Browne) Did he arrive in 
on, from Jreland, the Sunday next before the com- 
mencement of this trial; and on his calling upon Major 
Browne, did the Major lay any, and what, injunction 
upon him, relative to his coming to his houſe, or Quar- 
ters ? 


A. Major Browne deſired him not to come to his 
houſe, till he had given his evidence, | 


Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forfler) Was he not 
in England for ſome time? And paſſed ſome time with 
Major Browne, either at Southampton, or Bath, after 
landing from the Veſl Indies, and previous to his going 


to Ireland? 


A. He was at Southampton for about three weeks; du- 
ring which time he ſaw Major Browne frequently. 

(By the Court) Did he ever hear any Member of 
the Court Martial uſe the expreſſion, that A Com- 
« manding Officer might be a Scoundrel; and if he was 
& fo, he ſaw no harm in telling him ſo ?” Or to that ef- 


fe ? 
A. He does not remember it; he thinks, if he had 


heard the expreſſion, he ſhould not have forgot it. 


SERJEANT DAVID RAWLINS, of the 67th 


Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. Was he Serjeant of the Band of the 67th Regi- 
ment, in February 1786? | | 

A. He was. | 

Q. Was he ſent for to attend with the Band, during 
the trial' of Captain Hedges? And where? And by 
whom ? | 

A. He was ſent for to attend with the Band at Ford's 
Tavern, in St. John's, twice; firſt by Captain Wiltinſon; 
and the ſecond time he received the Order from En/ign 
Butler ; but Major Sladden, who was then Commanding 


Officer, had been acquainted with it. 


Q. Was his being ſent for to play at Firs Tavern, 


before, or after Major Brown?'s being put in arteſt? 


1 : ' 
Q. What Officers did he obſerve to be at Ford's Ta- 


vern at the time? 

A. He ſaw' Captain Hedges there; Captain Milſon, 
Captain Wilkinſon, Lieutenant Butler, Enſign Butler, Lieu- 
tenant Gordon, Capain Sutherland, Lieutenant Urquhart, 
Enfign Murray ;—he faw many others, whom he cannot 
now recollect. : 

Q. Was it during the Court Martial that he ſaw thoſe 
Officers at Ford's Tavern? LY 

A. It was. | 


Q. When he has played at Gabs's Tavern, has he 


ſeen Captain Hedges there! 
A. He is not certain, he has. 


ADJUTANT CHARLES STEWART, of the 


67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. At what time was Captain Hedges ordered into 


A. On the 15th ef December 1785. 


Did any, and what Officers arrive ſoon after from 


Deomnica, for the purpoſe of conſtituting a Court Martial 
for his trial? 


About the 20th of January, Captain Ramſar, Liews 
tenant Urquhart, Lieutenant Lockhart, and Captain Hamil- 


ten, arrived for that purpoſe z—he does not recollect any | 


other. | | 
Q. Was he ſick at any time ? | 
A. The laſt week in December. BE, 
Q. How long was he confined to his room by iYncfs.? 
A. Between three and four weeks. Re 
Q. Whoſe room was immediately over his? 
A. Lieutenant Coſby's. 


Q. Was there any noiſe or diſturbances over his head 
in the night, or between one and two o'clock in the 
morning ? | p 


A. Repeatedly, 
Q. What occaſioned it ? LESS 5 
A. It appeared to him to proceed from drinking 


. 


matches. 


Q. Who were drinking at this time together ? 

A. He cannot ſay particularly, from his own know- 
ledge ; but has reaſon to believe, Lieutenants Urquhart and 
Lockhart were there; as he had occaſion to ſend his ſer- 
vant up to Lieutenant Coſby, upon account of his reſt being 
diſturbed by it, when very ill, and the ſervant, when he 


there. ; 
Q. What other Officers did the fervant then inform 
him were at Lieutenant Coſby's ? - | . 
A. Captain Wilkinſon, Lieutenant Butler, Enfign Butler, 
and En/ign Mainwaring. 4654 
Q. Was any other Captain there? 
A. He does not recollect any. | 
Q. Was any noiſe made in Captain Hedges's room“? 
A. There was, one night particularly. 
Q. (From the Court) What was the ſituation of Cape 
tain Heuges's room? 1 ENF 
A. Itwas next but one to Lieutenant Coſiiy's. | 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) What oceaſioned 
that noiſe ? 2 | 
A. He underſtood it was a drinking party. 
Q. Who formed that party ? . 
A. He cannot ſay from his own knowledge; — The 
Witneſs was about to proceed, when an objection was 


þ 


taken by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, to the Witneſs's relat- 


ing the names of the perſons whom he ſuppoſes to have 
formed a party, although the information may have been 
given to him at the time ;—and the ſenſe of the Court be- 


ing taken thereon the Court was of opinion, that the 


evidence now adduced by Majer Browne, and objected to 
by Lieutenant Colonel Forfter, although admiſſible, when 


brought in ſupport of other teſtimony, yet being in this 


caſe offered as a main evidence, is weak and preſumptive 
only; and therefore determined, that the Witneſs ſhould 
not be permitted to proceed therein, | 
Q. (To Adjutant Stewart, by deſire of Major Browne) 
In what manner was he examined ? And what was the 
conduct of the Court towards him, when delivering his 
evidence? | | | 
A. On the firſt day of his examination, he mentioned 
an Order which Captain Hedges had ridiculed, Lieute- 
nant Urquhart aſked if he recollected the date of it; he 


| came down again, informed him thoſe Gentlemen were 


= 


anſ{wered--Notthe particular date, but nearly. On whick 


Lieutenant Urguhant got into. a. fit of: laughter, ſaying, 


«© He was a pretty Adjutant, indeed; for though the 
“Orders went through his hands, he could not give 
dates; and propoſed to ſend for an Orderly Book to. 


aſſiſt his memory. He offered a Reply, but was prevent 


ed by the Preſident. Major Browne, the Proſecutor, 
aſked him, Did not Captain Hedges, to his knowledge, 
g endeavour to form a party in the Regiment, in oppo- 
„ ſition to him, the Commanding Officer?“ On which 


the Preſident ſtood up, cautioned the Witneſs againſt 
| anſwering the queſtion, as it might highly criminate 
'himſelf; and read the Fourth Article of the 


pf the Articles of War, which points out the conſequences 
of. concealing Mutiny. He thanked the Preſident, and 
ſaid there was no occaſion for cautioning him againſt 
this queſtion, as he was determined not to anſwer it in 
that form. Captain Hedges informed the Court, Serjeant 
Riley had been taking Notes for him; on which the 
Court ordered him to take no more, and took from him 
ſuch as he had minuted, On his, the Witneſs's eroſs-exa- 


mination, Captain Hedges put this queſtion- - I aſk you. 
© now, did Lever endeavour to keep up a party, in op- 


6 —_ to Major Braune? And what knowledge 
have you of the ſteps I took to eſtabliſh one, if any?“ 
He anſwered, he wiſhed to be- permitted to decline an- 
ſwering this queſtion, as he had already been. — Ar. 
IWarner, the Judge Advocate, declared it was an impro- 
per queſtion ; that it might lead to another, which might 
criminate him; and that ha might refuſe to anſwer it. 
The Court cleared, and adjourned, Next Gay, the Court. 

| os attemꝑted 


econd Section 


attempted to compel him to anſwer it he urged 


Proſecutor. That was nothing, he muſt anſwer it,“ 


was the general reply. Every attempt. was now made to | 


brow- beat him ;—moſt of the Members, particularly 
Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, Captains Smith and Hamilton, 
Lieutenants Underwood, Urquhart, and Lockhart, threat- 
encd him with the conſequences, He begged they 
would act with moderation, and not force him to behave 
inconſiſtently. He aſked the Judge Advocate, whether 
the laws of his country did not allow a Witneſs, on oath, 
to refuſe erer a queſtion which he thought might 
criminate himſelf? He replied, certainly; but that the 
Court had over-ruled his opinion. The Court now de- 
clared, they were the Judges; and that nothing ſhould 


excuſe him. He addreſſed the Preſident, ſaying, he 


hoped his being a Soldier, did not deprive him of the pri- 
vileges of a Britiſh Subject; that he would abide the 
conſequences ; and finally, not anſwer the queſtion. The 
Preſident got up, with a flame in his countenance, and 
deſired him to take care what he was about; ſaid, 


« That is an inſult to this Court, Sir; we were as high 


« Court of Honor, as any. The Witneſs replied, 
« He hoped they were; and concluded, after being 
kept three days upon his legs, it was impoſſible for him 
to anſwer it. The Court inſerted this refuſal in their 
Minutes; and afterwards read a Reſolution, That no 
« more queſtions be put to him during the trial ;”—ap- 


pearing thereby, to invalidate his evidence, and injure 


his character, without a cauſe, 
Q. During the period of his examination, did he 
make any oblervation relative to Major Browne attempt- 
ing to interfere in his behalf? 

A. Major Browne mentioned to the Court, he thought 
it extraordinary they ſhould uſe him ſo harſhly on his 
croſs-examination. | 2 

Q. Did Major Browne's interference ſeem to have any 
effect on the Court? 8 

A. None, in his behalf. 


Q. Did, or did not, the Court offer him a chair, dur- 


ing his examination ? 

A. The Court allowed him to fit, when he choſe it, 

upon account of his infirm ſtate of health. 
Q. In what manner were queſtions propoſed to him, 
when he was firſt brought to the bar? 

A. Generally by the Judge Advocate; but ſometimes 
by three = _ _— at a time, R ö | 

Q. Did the Judge Advocate expreſs any diſapproba- 
don of this condud of the Court "of 1 8 8 
A. The Judge Advocate deſired him not to anſwer 

any queſtions, except ſuch as he put to him, 

Q. Did Major Browne attempt propoſing many queſ- 
tions, which the Court. prevented him from anſwering ? 

A. He offered to put ſome queſtions, which the Court 
ſaid were too trifling. | 5 

Q. Did he then requeſt that theſe queſtions might be 
inſerted in the Minutes, with a note of their being over- 
ruled? | By 

A. Once, he did. 8 
Q. Does he recollect the queſtions ? 

A. No. 5 

Q. What anſwer did the Court give to Major Browne, 
when they refuſed his requeſt ? | | 

A. They ſaid they thought them of no conſequence; 
and would not ſuffer them to appear on the Procced- 
a 5 
Q. Was he in Court afterwards, during the exami- 
nation of any Witneſles ? 

A. During part of the evidence of Lieutenant Greene; 
alſo the whole of Major Sladden's; part of the evidence 
of Captains Wilkinſon and Wilſon ; and of Enfign Dalton, 
Did he obſerve any difference in the manner with 

which Major Sladden was treated by the Court Martial, 

from that which he had witneſſed in his own caſe ? 


A. Major Sladden was treated with great politeneſs ; : 


—he was not. ; 
Q. Were the other Witneſſes, who were produced by 


Captain Hedges, treated with the ſame politeneſs ? 
A. Yes, every one whom he ſaw. 


. Did he make any obſervation on the conduct of 


the-Court towards Major Browne ? | Bs | 
A. Yes. He thought the Court were highly preju- 


diced againſt Major Browne. 

Q. Did he ever obſerve Major Browne treat the Court 
with any diſreſpect, or groſs contempt ? 

A. iajor Browne read a paper, proteſting againſt the 
procecdings of the Court. * 
Q. Was it before, or after, he was told he ſhould not 

be aſked any more queſtions ? 85 


A. After. | | 
Q. Did he make any remark on the conduct of the 


Court towards Lieutenant Greene ? 


Officer? 


C 


TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE 103 
| 


their former indulgence, when it was propoſed by the 


A. They appeared to him to endeavour to confuſe 
Lieutenant Greene. V „„ 
Q. Did he hear the Court hold out any converſation 
of this tendency, namely, —“ That a Commanding 
„Officer is a private Gentleman, except when on the 
« Parade?” | | He „ 
A. Yes ;—they all declared, they conſidered Officers 


on a footing, when off the Parade. The Court gave an 
explanation of theſe ſentiments, by the queſtions which 


they put to Captains Wilſon and Wilkinſon, who were 


aſked, whether they conſidered the quarrel to be of a 


public, or of a private nature. | : 
Q. Did he hear any converſation paſs from the Mem- 

bers in Court, holding out an idea, that a Commanding 

Officer was to give private ſatisfaction to every Officer 


who choſe to ſay he had a private quarrel with him: 


A. He heard ſome of the Members of the Court fay, 
they had no buſineſs with private quarrels, 

Q. Did, or did not the Court hold out, that the 
Crimes which Major Browne charged Captain Hedges 


with, were of a private nature, and ought to have been 
ſettled in that manner? 


A. The Court did ſeem to hold out, that their quar- 
rel was private. = 2 


Q. Did he hear any Member of the Court ſay, an 


Officer might make uſe of the moſt ſcurrilous epithets 
to, or of a Commanding Officer, if not ſaid when the 
Regiment was under arms ? : 

A. On his examination, he mentioned ſome abuſe 
which Captain Hedges made uſe of againſt Major Browne; 
—ſome Members of the Court aſked, whether it was on 


the Parade? The Witneſs ſaid, not; and they rejoined, 


it was nothing. : = 
Q: Did Major Browne aſſert upon his Honour, and 


his Oath, he never had a private quarrel in the courſe _ 


of his life, with Captain Hedges; or even the {lighteſt 


-altercation ? 


A; Yeu : 


Q. Does he recolle& Major Browne's propoſing a 


queſtion to him, to this purport, —** Did he, as Adju- 


«© tant of the Regiment, know of Major Browne having 


* taken _ ſtep, or done any thing whatever to injurs 
Captain Hedges 9” _ | 
A. He cannot recollect it. 


- 


Q. Did he ever hear any Member of the Court, 


_ the expreſſions of Damned Scoundrel,”” and 
cc 
when Captain Hedges was propoſing to his Witnefles 
queſtions, —W hether they ever heard him call Major 
Browne a Damned Scoundrel, and bad Commanding 

Q. He cannot recollect it. | : 
Qi. Did he, or did he not, ever hear any Member of 
the Court Martial ſay, a Commanding Officer might 
be a Damned Scoundrel, and that there was no harm 


in calling him ſo? | 


A. He cannot ſay he heard any Member of the 
Court ſay it. He heard it mentioned in Court; but he 
was behind in a crowd, and cannot ſay from whom the 
words proceeded. | 


cluſion of his evidence, that he ſhould repreſent the 


conduct, which he, which Major Browne himſelf, and 
which his other Witneſſes had received from the Court 


Martial ? | | 
A. Major Browne did mention this to him ; but whe- 


ther at the concluſion of his evidence, he cannot ſay. 


Q.: Was it within a day or two after? 

A. He cannot charge his memory particularly as te 
the time ;—it was ſoon after, | 

Q. Did he hear any reproof from the Preſident, or any 
other Member, in conſequence of the expreſſion being 
made uſe of in Court, that a Commanding Officer 
may be a Damned Soundrel, and there was no harm 
« in calling him ſo?” | 

A. No. | 

Q. (By the Court) Was the language of the Proteſt 
diſreſpectful, or expreſſive of a contempt of the Court? 


ſo? 
A. He did not think it ſo. es 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Has Major Browne, 
ſince he left Antigua, had communication with him in 
any manner, reſpecting any point to which Major 


Browne might think it neceſſary to examine him as a 


Witneſs ? 


A. He has avoided Major Brown's company as much 


as poſlible, in order that no perſon might have any 
ground for ſuppoſing that he mentioned any part of the 


queſtions which he might put to him. Major Browne 


wrote to him, requeſting he would inform him to what 
: 7 4 = points 


n together, during the time 


r . 2 
Q. Did Major Browne mention to him, on the con- 


Or was the manner in which it was introduced, or read, 


* 
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points he ſhould examine him; he anſwered, that he 


would give the Major no anſwer whatever, previous to 


the trial. | | 

Q. (By the Court) Did any Member tell him, with a 
degree of aſperity, That he muſt ſpeak the whole 
& truth ; that he could ſwear plump enough in anſwer to 
„ ſome queſtions, but to none from the Court ;*” or to 
that effect: 

A. Lieutenant Urquhart repeatedly told him, in a my 
harſh and improper manner, that he ſwore ready enoug 
to ſome things, but not to others. 


Q. Was Lieutenant Urquhart re proved by the Court, 


upon thoſe occaſions ? | 
A. No, by no means. 5 
Q. Has he at any time in Court heard the Judge Ad- 
vocate ſay, '<© He never underſtood that the Priſoner 


— 
r — 


* was to have one meaſure of juſtice, and the Proſecutor 


& another ?” 


himſelf to that purport, on ſome remonſtrance made by 


Major Browne. 


Has he at any time obſerved Notes paſſing from 


Captain Hedges's hand, directly to any Member of the 
Court ; and from thenee handed to the Judge Advocate 


and a queſtion preſently thereupon aſked ? 


A. He has repeatedly ſeen Notes paſs between Captain 
Hedges and Lieutenant Urquhart directly; ſome were han- 


died to the Judge Advocate, and ſume to the Preſident ; 


and ſome queſtions Lieutenant Urquhart himſclf put, upon 
receiving the Notes. In ſome caſes, and that very fre- 


. quently, queſtions were immediately put after thoſe Notes 


were handed to the Preſident or the Judge Advocate ; bu 
not in all caſes.. | 
Q. Did any reprehenſion or animadverſion enſue upon 
the expreſſion uſed by Lieutenant Urquhart to him, that 
« He was a pretty Adjutant, indeed?“ 
A. By no means. 
Q. When he mentioned, in an earlier part of his evi- 
dence, that ſome Members of the Court, after having 
afked him Whether ſome abuſe from Captain Hedges, 
t reſpeting Major Browne, had pafled on the Parade?“ 
and on his replying, ** Not,” the 2 It was 
* nothing,” — to which of the Mem rs does that re- 
mark apply ? 
' A. Some of thoſe Members he can particularize ;— 
Captain Hamilton, Leiutenant Urquhart, Licutenant Unger- 


word, and Enſign _ | 
Qi. When he was told that no mere queſtions would 
be put to him, what was the Prefident's expreſſion ? 


A. The Judge Advocate read the Reſolution to him, 
as ſtated in the Minutes. 

Did he ever hear any declaration from the Caurt 
of this import that, Although they allowed Majer 
« Browne to go back as to facts which happened before 
* the arrival of the Regiment at Antigua, yet they 
would not take notice of them in their deciſion ?” 
A. No. | | 
Q. Did he hear the expreſſion of his evidence being 
* knocked off,” uſed by any Member, and by whom? 

A. He was told during the trial, of ſuch an expreſ- 
ſion having been uſed—but it did not happen when he 
was in Court. | 

Q. Has he ever known any part of the anſwers, 


which he gave to queſtions propoſed to him, omitted 


from the Minutes ? 
A. He does remember the omiſſion of a part of one 
anſwer.—It was an anſwer to the following queſtion, 
which had been propoſed by the Priſoner, Captain Hedges, 
via.— “ You e that I was the chief cauſe of the 
« diſturbances and differences in the Regiment ;—men- 
* tion to the Court, any inſtance wherein I have pro- 
„ moted or created them? The inſertion in the Mi. 
nutes ſtates his anſwer to have been this“ I cannot re- 
collect any inſtance ;*” whereas, in the anſwer which 
he gave to the queſtion, he had quoted an inſtance, 
which the Court ſaid was trifling, and was upon that 
round omitted ;—and thereupon a ſecond . "av was 
interpoſed, which is not noticed in the Minutes, Whe- 
t ther he recollected any other inſtance ?*”—to which he 
anſwered in the negative. | 

Q. What was that inſtance which he quoted, and 
the entry whereof is omitted, upon the ground of the 
Court's deeming it to be trifling ? 

A. Soon after the Regiment's going to Antigua, Majar 
Browne ſent notice to the Officers to come to his Quar- 
ters, in order that he might introduce. them to General 
Shirley ;—as they were going to Major Browne's Quar- 
ters, Captain Hedges ſaid, Damn him, if he would go 
„to his houſe;' 


and propoſed their going to General 
Sbirley's by themſelves; but after ſome expoſtulation, | 
A 


ld. 


re. Hedges did go with them to Major Browne's 
houſe. £2 


Q. Did he know that the entry made on the Minutes, 


' Rated his anſwer to be ſuch as now appears upon the 


face of them ? 
A. He did. 
Q. Did he object to it? 


| A. He did; and mentioned it to the Judge Advo- 


cate. 
Did the Judge Advocate ſay any thing, on his 
* 1 that objeCtion ? nd, 
A. 


MAJOR BROWNE now acquainted the Court, 
that he ſhould not detain them with the examination of 
any more Witnefles ; but that he ſhould to-morrow, 
at the opening of the Court, ſubmit ſome Obſervations 
upon the Evidence before them, and therewith cloſe his 


A. Yes; he heard the Judge Advocate once expreſs | Defence. 


The Court adjourned till the morrow morning at 
ten o'clock, . 


THURSDAY, 20th-SeeTEMrER,. 1787, 
THz CourT being met, purſuant to adjournment, 
MAJOR BROWNE addreſſed the Court as fol- 


lows ;— 


cc Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen of the Court, 
« After the long and patient hearing with which the 


Court have honoured me, and the clearneſs and 


„ ſtrength which I flatter myſelf have appeared in 
the Evidence for my Defence, I ſhould be unpardon- 


* able in now taking up more than a few minutes of 


your time, | 
„I am in hopes that it appears fully, even from the 


© teſtimony in behalf of the Proſecution, that no be- 


% haviour of mine, towards my Proſecutors, when aſ- 
© ſembled as a Court Martial at Antigua, was ſufficient 
to warrant, in any degree, the unexampled puniſhment 
« which they thought proper to inflict, or to ſupport 
the Charges contained in their Report to his Majelty ; 
* and that every inſtance of unguarded warmth was 
„ apologized for at the moment, and conſidered as en- 
„ tirely done away. | 4 

« On the contrary, from the teſtimony produced in 
„ my Defence, I truſt, it appears, that from the 
“ warmth of even the two firſt days, I had an excuſe, 
© in groſs provocations previous to the trial; ſeconded 
4 
«c 


by cauſeleſs and obſtinate interruptions, inſtant on ' 

its commencement, and evidently tending to render 
« ineffeQtual'my Proſecution ; and that inſtead of my 
« having ſcandalouſly, and in a manner unbecoming 
« the character of an Officer and a Gentleman, miſ- 
4 © repreſented the conduct of my Proſecutors to his 
« Nlajeſty,“ thoſe Gentlemen, when convened from 
different Iſlands, for the awful purpoſes of Juſtice, 


* 
* 


„ forgot the important buſineſs in which they were en- 


«© gaged]; forgot their duty; forgot themſelves; the be- 
„ haviour of Gentlemen; the honour of Officers; the 
“ principles of Judges; and firſt joined, then led, and 
« attempted to increaſe a party againſt me in the Regi- 
„ ment I commanded ; making the promotion of its 
e intereſts, the ſole buſineſs of their judicial character. 


« To this is likewiſe to be added, their not — 
1 


to infult my Character and Command in the groſſe 
% manner, before the Serjeant of the Guard, the Cen- 
tinels on duty, and the greater part of the Regi- 
„ment. 5 

Whether their reſolving, that, © as a Priſoner, I 
« © was not incapacitated to proſecute, can be now con- 
<« ſidered as an act of intentional juſtice, or is rather to 
be conſtrued into a means for obtaining poſſeſſion of a 


power over me, which they exerted in ſo extraordi - 
„ nary a manner during the whole courſe of the trial, 
and which, otherwiſe, they could not have gained, 
' © muſt be left to your determination. If the laſt con- 
: ©. ftruftion be right, I will be content, rather than trou- 
dle the Court with multiplied. remarks, to let the cen- 


4 ſure paſſed by them, on Captain Hedges, on account of 


 *© communicating with his Witneſs, under examination, 


remain — A ſolitary inſtance of impartiality'— 


in a waſte of injuſtice, But can any perſon, on a view 
Jof the evidence delivered at this trial, have charity 
| © enough to believe that they intended one, or two in- 


&* ſtances. of- impartiality, to anſwer the end of impar- 
«© tiality—namely, a fair repreſentation of truth? I 
<< therefore ſubmit, if ſuch ſcattered inſtances, admit- 
“ting their purity, without connection and without ef- 


6c fect, 


+ G. fe, can be conſidered as intended for any other pur- 
E& poſe, than to ſecure more fully the effect of their par- 
« tiality. _ "EY 

„„The Court very early ſhewed, in the buſineſs of 
TN 
6c 
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ment upon the Articles of War; and put me under 
arreſt, —They ſeemed afterwards to think that this 
could be done by the agency of Major Sladden; — 
at length, finding that all their efforts there only 
ſucceeded to diſgrace, not to ruin me; and deſpair- 
ing, from my calmneſs or apathy, to provoke any 
warmth, they made a bold puſh ;—framed a Queſtion, 
for the anſwer to which I was to be blamed ;—ſuffer- 
ed one of their own Members to give me, in effect, the 
lie; and to add the moſt ſneering and inſulting man- 
© ner;—and then they ordered me into arreſt for making 
ee the reply, and in the manner ſworn to, on your Mi- 
„ 5 
c With reſpe& to my not having made neceſſary ob- 
jections at the time, to certain parts of the Proceed- 
ings, I declare, that in many inſtances, after the 
ſecond day of the trial, I refrained; convinced that 
remonſtrance could produce no effect. In the in- 
ſtance of ſwearing in the new Members, I was not 
fully aware of the irregularity, though ſenſible of the 
injuſtice; but thought the Court were following pre- 
cedent; and myſelf, of courſe, without remedy, eſ- 
pecially as they were always referring to books, 
which L had not, nor could at that time procure.— 
In other inſtances, the Court being ſo conſtantly 
ſupporting and ſuggeſting objections on the part of 
Captain Shs and meeting mine with every kind 
of ſophiſtry, or over-ruling them with violence and 
authority, I was confounded and almoſt deprived of 
my preſence of mind; being bewildered in the variety 
of their injuſtice; yet, as they violated every eſſential 
of juſtice, I will lay no farther ſtreſs upon informa- 
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ſentials. I will giye my Proſecutors every protection 


ings and encouraging Captain Hedges, or from having 
taken advantage of my ignorance, to encroach ſilent- 
ly upon the material forms,—the bulwarks of Juſtice, 
«© The Order, fixing orderly time at ſeven o'clock 
in the morning, and termed, extraordinary, by 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, in a queſtion to Lieutenant 
Mahon, immediately after that Witneſs had declared 
that Captain Hedges had given it that appellation, 
(how far with juſtice, Ao. or propriety, this 
Court will judge) I gave out not only with a view of 
eſtabliſhing, throughout every department of duty, 
that regularity which ſeems to me abſolutely neceſ- 
fary ; but I will confeſs, that I was farther induced 
to it, by wiſhing ro have ſome part of the day to my 
ſelf, to be employed in converſation with my friends, 
or devoted to profeſſional improvement ; preſuming, 
that every Officer would alſo be happy in this emanci- 
pation from the diſorderly calls of caſual duty; and 
thus I expected, that they, as well as myſelf, would 
enjoy in ſtrict order, ſome relaxation.— But vain in- 
deed has been the expeQation ! Degradation, inſult, 
calumny, and confinement, have been the inveterate 
reward of my well-meant efforts. I ſhall only add, 
that ſeven o'clock was an hour ſufficiently late, the 
Regiment parading at fix o'clock, and that it was in 
other reſpects the moſt convenient; e as 
the ſun, in thoſe climates, very early acquires ſuch 
power, as to render a walk of even three hundred 
yards, extremely diſagreeable.—This was the nature, 
and theſe were the reaſons, of the Order which 
Lieutenant Colonel Forfler termed, © extraordinary,” in 


voice, as Preſident, and a much older Field Officer 
than myſelf, muſt have had weight; more eſpecially 
as he declared, he had no occaſion for ſuch an Order 
in the 66th Regiment; a concluſive argument with 
him, for the impropriety of adopting it in another 
Corps ;—tbus publickly and decidedly did the Preſi- 
dent of that Court declare his opinion of me and my 
„Orders, though profeſſedly not trying me, and on 
that ground refuſing to hear any explanations. 


cc 


In opening my Defence, the Court may recollect, 


„J was at a loſs what meaning to give to the word 


«© © literally,” in the Reſolution of the Court at Anti- 


< gua, which limited the retroſpe& of my Proſecution. 
«© The Reſolution expreſſes, that the Court mean to 


* ſtick literally to the Crimes given in againſt the Pri- 


© ſoner, which, in courſe, muſt have happened in this 
& Iſland, &c. The confuſion produced by involving a 
4% limitation as to matter, ina Reſolution which ſeemed 


intended to point at only a limitation of time, has long 


Enfign Murray, their willingneſs to make an experi- 


lities, though theſe, in many caſes, amounted to eſ- 


they can gain, from having overawed me in object- 


open Court, where he preſided, and where his 
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66 anſwered the projected purpoſe of obſcuring the true 
aim and intention of the expreſſion ; but the plau- 


„ ſible remark made by a Witneſs, on one of the Articles 


* of Charge rejected by the Court, namely, that it ex- 
„ preſſed LITERALLY, what the tos firſt only IMPLIED, 
receives great corroboration by attending to the word 


I am now noticing, and to the ſeries of conduct and 


& deciſions of which it makes a part. The Court firſt 
& reſolve, that Captain Hedges cannot be tried on the 
„Supplemental Charges ;—they next aſügn, verbally, 
nas a reaſon, that theſe were included in the firſt ;— 
and then they reſolve on their Minutes, that, they 
will ſtick literally to the Crimes given in againſt the 
«« © Priſoner.” | | 

% ſhould be backward in advancing any thing which 
might appear like drawing out an accuſation, from the 
refinements of reaſoning, did I not conſcientiouſly 
believe what I argue; and were I not ſtrongly per- 
ſuaded, that the Court I am now addrefling, have 
long ago perceived, that there was a Genius in the in 
juſtice of that Court at Antigua, which could wind 
through the ſmalleſt channels, while it embraced the 
moſt extenſive field; could deſcend to minute while 
it roſe toexceſs ; was as ſubtle as it was daring ; and 
as determined in its ſilence, as it was in its clamour. 
To conclude—this Court will judge what my be- 
haviour before the Court at Antigua might have been; 
but on this preſumption I ſhall not argue. It is 
enough, if I defend what it' was. The oblogey 
thrown upon the characters of my friends, Men of 
Honour, till that period unaſperſed—will, I am 
ſure, in the breaſt of every man of feeling, of oy 
Gentleman, and of every Soldier, be a powerfu 
plea in my favour. The inſtance of my greateſt 
warmth was, when my reſentment was rouſed in be- 
half of my friends; for them, for myſelf, for the 
Army at large, I have ſought with painful anxiety 
the inveſtigation of this day. ' Painful indeed, and 
anxious, has my ſituation been ! Involved by the con- 
teſt in many domeſtic difficulties ; in pecuniary incon- 
veniences, which a fortune not ample . but ill 
ſupport—and at length obliged, in a eaſe fo impli- 
cated with legal points, to enter upon my Defence 
without the aid of Counſel ; this, notwithſtanding, 
I did chearfully, relying upon the candour of the 
Court, and the clearneſs and ſubſtantiality of the 
juſtice which governs my cauſe. —My Proſecutors 
have had their day ; and a long day it has been; it 
has been fruitful of private diſcomfort and public ca- 
lumny to me. The reflection they are welcome to 
enjoy ; if it has not already loſt its ſmile, and begun 
to aſſume its frown, before long, from your juſtice 
and my innocence, I know it a 7 OE 
« While, in another view, I contemplate with dee 
regret the tranſaictons which have placed me here; 
no leſs than ſuch Proceedings of a Court of Honour 
and Juſtice as have been ſworn at your Bar, I 
ſhould be deficient in the pride of a man who ſteps _ 
„forth, however involuntarily, to call for juſtice, 
could I betray any low complaining, or any unmanl 
© deſpondency—no, my cauſe forbids 'it | I have me 
© with ſatisfaction this criſis of my fate, becauſe” 
% have ſeen through it the reſtoration of my Honour. 
„The period of my trial, though apparently long and 
&© irkſome, has been to me a period of relaxation ; and 

& I have experienced, during its continuance, an eaſe df 
mind, to which, for near two years before, I had 
been a total ſtranger. The pain { hould have felt, in 

<« Jaying before this Court the conduct of thoſe who 
c have accuſed me, ſo diſgraceful to the Service, has 
6 been loſt in a ſenſe of the duty I owe to the Britiſh 
% Army. The indignation I have felt on behalf of 
© my friends; the accumulated diſtreſſes heaped upon 
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«© myſelf—are all forgotten, now I have told them, by 


«© Witneſſes of undoubted credit, to this Court.” 


MAJOR BROWNE having now concluded his De- 
fence, took occaſion, in juſtice to Cobain Ramſay, one 
of the Members of the Chak Martial, to expreſs him- 
ſelf to the following effectt: ? 

Captain Ramſay's name having been repeatedly 
& brought before this Court, Major Browne, ſuperior 
tc to any conſideration of private reſentment,” for the 
4 injuries heaped upon him collectively, as well as in- 
64 dividually, by the Members conſtituting the Antigua 
« Court Martial, conceives it a duty incumbent on fim 
c ow to remark, that this Gentleman never treated 
<« him perſonally with diſreſpect, while appearing in 
«© ſupport of his Majeſty's Service before that Court; 
C neither did he at any time make uſe of any expreſſion, 
« jnſulting or indelicate, to the Witneſſes Peder in 

e 


| interrogated, | | 
Q. Did he ſend for Lieutenants Urquhart and Lock- 


16 TRIAL OF MAJOR JOHN BROWNE: 


<c ſupport of the Proſecution ; nor propoſe a ſingle queſ- 
& tion irregularly, or intentionally to confuſe,” 


_ LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER then 
propoſed, in Reply, to produce and examine a Witneſs, 
for the purpoſe of counteracting the Evidence adduced 
by Major Browne, in the courſe of his Defence, on the 
point of ſeveral Members of the Court Martial, upon 


the trial of Captain Hedges, having propoſed different 


queſtions at the ſame time, with the effect of confound- 
ing Major Browne's Witneſſes, and apparently with that 
view. i 
To which Major Browne objected; contending, that 
this is not new matter, and that the Proſecutor is there- 
fore precluded from going into any further examination 
upon the ſubje& ;—and the ſenſe of the Court was re- 


queſted thereon. 


Tux Counr taking notice, that the Narrative, tranſ- 
mitted by Major Browne to the —_— at War (which 
is complained of by Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, and other 
Members of the Court Martial, as an injurious miſre- 
preſentation of their conduct, and which has been pro- 
duced on their part, as the foundation of the Second Ar- 
ticle of Charge) contains an expreſs allegation o 
* confuſion being produced by the Court's queſtioning 
< the Witneſſes in ſuch manner, that the Judge Advo- 
4 cate has been obliged to get up, and aſk what queſ- 


tion he was to put down; begging the Court only to 


c aſk one at a time,” was, after due deliberation, of 


Opinion, that the 133 idea cannot be conſidered as 


new, and that the Proſecutor, therefore, ought not to be 
1 to offer evidence generally upbn that head; 
but if Lieutenant Colonel Forſter can ſhew to the Court 
particular inſtances thereof, aſſigned by the Priſoner in 
the courſe of his Defence, and evidence given in ſup- 
port of ſuch inſtances, that he may be permitted now 
to adduce Witneſſes to counterack it, confining his ex- 
amination to thoſe particular points. | 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER acqui- 


eſcing in this deciſion of the Court, pointed out a par- 
ticular inſtance in the caſe of Surgeon Dillon; and pro- 
poſed to examine Captain Robert Hedges, as a Witneſs 


to that point; when an objection was taken to the ad- 


miſſibility of Captain Hedges, as a Witneſs, upon any 
matter touching the Article of Charge now in queſtion: 
—1f,, As being an intereſted Witneſs, inaſmuch as his 
own character, as an Officer, depends upon the parti- 
ality, or impartiality, of the Court Martial, whoſe de- 
termination has been in his favour. 2dly, Becauſe he 


| conſiders Captain 3 as a party with the Court Mar- 


tial, in the whole buſineſs. And gdly, Becauſe Captain 
Hedges was preſent in. Court during the preſent trial, 
until the latter end of Mr. Gilbert's croſs-examination. 
On the other hand, Lieutenant. Colonel Forſter op- 
poſed theſe objections, and urged the admiſſibility of 
Captain Hedges, as a Witneſs, upon the ORE 
grounds :—1ſt, That Captain Hedges is not intereſted, 
as he cannot again be tried upon the ſame Charges ; 
Nor can the conduct of the Court, in the interruption 
or confuſion of Witneſſes, be any flur on the conduct 
of Captain Hedges, as not proceeding from him. 2dly, 
"That the objection of his being one of a party with 2 
Court, cannot be maintained, unleſs this Court has de- 
Clared it-proved. And gdly, That the objection of his 
having continued in Court until the latter end of Mf. 
Gilbert's croſs-examination, cannot have weight, unleſs 


he had been previouſly directed to withdraw, or abſent 
Himſelf. | | Jy 


Tak Cour having deliberated on theſe reſpective 
arguments, was of opinion, that the teſtimony of Cap- 
ain Hedges, under all the circumſtances of the caſe, is 
not admiſſible. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER then 


propoſed to examine Major George Sladden, with reſpect 
to the circumſtance of Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart 
going to Major Browne's room to put him in arreſt, an- 
_ to the ſitting of the Court Martial at Antigua; 
an 

MAJOR SLADDEN being thereupon called, was 


hart, of the 3oth Regiment, on the 24th of January, 
1786, to carry a — — to Major Browne ? | 
A. He did. 1 8 
For what purpoſe were they ſent ? | 
A. He deſired them to mention to Major Brawne, he 


was ſurpriſed to ſee him with a ſword, after he had im- | 


2 « 


—_— 


unlefs he ordered them; upon which he then did. 


ee of Auguſt, 1787. | 


poſed an arreſt upon him; and to beg he would deliver 
up his ſword.” | | 


Q. What reaſon had he for ſending theſe Officers; | 


who were of the 3oth' Regiment? 
A. He had in the morning ſent Lieutenant Coſby with 


x letter to Major Browne, whichi he would not receive 


and Lieutenant Coſby not chooſing to go again in the 
evening, he begged thoſe two Officers to go with that 


meſſage. I | 
Q: Where was he when he ſent thoſe two Officers? 


A. In his own quarters. 


Q. Were any other Officers of the 67th Regiment 


then with him, beſides Lieutenant Coſby ? 
A. When he ſent thoſe two Officers of the 30th Re- 
giment, he does not remember any. | 
Did Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart fpontane- 
ouſly offer themſelves to go with this meſſage to Major 
Browne, or did the Witneſs direct, or deſire it? : 
A. When he firſt propoſed it to them, they refuſed, 


% 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL FORSTER then 


_ Cloſed his Reply wittr the following Addreſs, premiſing 
that the few ſentences at the head thereof are the ſub- 


ſtance of a ſhort preface, with which he had on the firſt 
day opened the Proſecution, and which not having at 
that time delivered in writing, he requeſts, may be in- 
ſerted in the Minutes, in this ſtage ot the buſineſs, viz. 


C Lieutenant Colonel 4 eng: ſpeech, as delivered at 
e 


&© the opening of the Proſecution, on Monday the 13th 


« Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to mention to this honourable Court, 
te the very unpleaſant fituation I ſhould: feel myſelf in, 
© as a Proſecutor, in behalf of myſelf, and the twelve 
© other Gentlemen who compoſed the Court Martial 


ec held at Antigua, was I not convinced, in my humble 


© opinion, that the honour and dignity of the Army, 
& as well as the very eſſence of Military Diſcipline, 
© were involved in it, 

« When I reflect, that thirteen Gentlemen, Who 
& compoſed that Court, and whoſe Honour and well- 
being depend on their re&itude, ſhould be branded 
„with pattiality and prejudice ; and that in defiance of 
<< their military reputation, as well as the oath they 
had taken, to ſtrictly and duly adminiſter juſtice ; 

When I ſee a Gentleman, with the rank of Major 
jn the Army, and entruſted with the command of à 
© Regiment, trying a Captain under his command, yet 
« denying the right of the very Court, then fitting un- 
der the King's warrant and authority, and flying in 
c the face of that tribunal ; 


When] ſee repeated acts of diſreſpect to that Court, 


& for which the moſt ſolemn reprimands had no weight, 
„ jt cannot be wondered, that the Court ſhould, in 


„ ſupport of their own authority, honour, and dignity, 


© make uſe of that power which the law inveſted ir 
„ them, by putting Major Browne in arreſt, and re- 


<< porting the ſame to his Majeſty, as ſubverſive of good 


order and military diſcipline ; 


When, inſtead of contrition for ſuch glaring acts 


ce of diſteſpect, we find a Narrative preſented. co his 


cc 2 Secretary at War, more diſreſpectful, if 
<« poſũb 


le, than his behaviour to the Court, fraught 


with every invective of cenſure on their actions, and 


<6 partiality in their proceedings, we cannot help 
ſtanding forward in fupport of our own feelings on 
<< the occaſion, as well as in ſupport of the only firm 
&© baſis of diſcipline, that of a Military Court of Juſ- 
& tice; in which we hope it will appear to this Ho- 
* nourable Court, that we have not in any reſpect been 
C actuated either by partiality or prejudice, which is 


& ſo ſeverely imputed to us by the Priſoner : For which 


„ purpoſe I requeſt, that the Minutes of the ſaid Court 
Martial may be laid before you, as well as Major 
« Browne's Narrative to the Secretary at War; and I 


6 have only to add, that the words there made uſe of 


<« are but faintly conveyed, in compariſon to the action, 
and haughty menacing ſtyle with which they were 
delivered, and which ſhall be made more fully ap- 
<<. pear, in caſe this Honourable Court think it requi- 
< fite, or that the Minutes of our Proceedings are not 
thought ſufficient for that purpoſe,” | | 


OBSERVATIONS OFFERED: IN REPLY. 
4% Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen, SE 


«. Having ſerved his Majeſty thirty-two years, wich 


« a character that will, I truſt, bear the cloſeſt inſpec- 
| . | „tion, 


_« tion, 1 ndw ſtand before you to preſerve it inviolate, 
0 by ſhewing the falſity of accuſations, which wound 


« my feelings as a Man, impeach my honor as a Sol- 


« dier, and my integrity as a judge; , accuſations 
s which, if founded on fact, render me unfit any 
„ tonger to bear his Majeſty's Commiſſion, and un- 
« woithy to aſſociate with unoffending Citizens. Thus 
6 much I obſerve, to impreſs on your minds the mag- 
d nitude and importance of the deciſion you are this 
« day about to give. However inſufficient the mea- 
« ſure of my abilities, 7 conſcious of the putity of 
« my intentions, I readily ſtand forward, with firm- 
s neſs, in defiance of any. man, who has the hardineſs 
« to caſt a ſhade of reflection on my character as a 
& Soldier or a Citizen. But, Gentlemen, I do not 
ic confine rectitude of intention, or propriety of con- 
i« duct, to myſelf alone, on this important occaſion, 
« convinced that my Brethren, who compoſed the 
« Court, were equally uninfluenced with me; and that 
„ their errors, if they have committed any, aroſe alone 
« from youthful ardour, and the want of that cool de- 
« liberation which naturally attends age and expe- 
% rience. "TU M_ 
Allow me, Gentlemen, to lay before you, in as 

& conciſe a manner as I am able, what the facts of this 


«© Caſe are:—A Court Martial was held in the Iſland 


c of Antigua, by order of the Governor General and 


«© Commander in Chief of the Leeward Iſlands, on cer- 


dc tain Charges exhibited by Major Browne of the 67th 
„Regiment, againſt Captain Hedges of the ſame, for 
acting unlike an Officer and a Gentleman, and in a 
* manner highly diſreſpectful to Major Browne, and 
“ tending to Mutiny ; and for actin 


&« ces, contrary to good Order and Military Diſcipline, 


in endeavouring to injure Major Browne, his Com 
©* manding Officer, in the opinion of many Officers of 


„ the Regiment.“ 8 17 | 
The Court proceeded to try thoſe Charges in the 
% manner they conceived proper, and agreeable to the 
« Articles of War. The 
<< that was brought forward, according to the uſage of 
© ſuch Courts; and, on weighing the whole, gave a 
judgment according to that Evidence; which judg- 
„ ment, with the Original Minutes of their Proceed- 
<< ings, they laid before the Commander in Chief, who, 
* in ſtrong and explicit terms, gave his approbation to 
« the whole, as appears by the following Copy of his 
« General Orders, the original of which I am ready to 
&* prove, and give in Evidence to this Court. | 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
; Antigua, March 18th, 1786. 


8 Tur Commander in Chief having read over the 
e Proceedings of the General Court Martial, held at 


„the Court-houſe in the town of Sr. John's, in this 
„ Iſland, for the trial of Captain Robert Hedges, of his 
% Majeſty's 67th Regiment, and having duly conſi- 
«© dered the ſame, does hereby approve the Sentence of 
tc the ſaid Court, honourably acquitting Captain Robert 
% Hedges of the Charges preferred againſt him by the 
6 Proſecutor, Major Brownez and, in conſequence 
thereof, the Commander in Chief directs, that Cap- 
«© tain Hedges be immediately releaſed. | | 


« Major Browne of the 67th Regiment, having been | 


© put under an arreſt by the General Court Martial 


„ above mentioned, the Commander in Chief approves 


* the ſame; but, at the ſame time, Major Browne has 
« the Commander in Chief's leave to go to Europe, 


<« conſidering himſelf as under an arreſt, until his Ma- 


« jeſty's pleaſure be made known to-him. . 

us The Commander in Chief cannot omit taking this 
opportunity of thanking the Members of the General 
« Court Martial, for their care and aſſiduity in ſo lon 
and tedious a buſineſs as the above trial, and for their 
« attention in rendering it as little inconvenient and 
„ tedious as the nature of it would admit; and the 
* Court Martial is hereby diſſolved. | 

| „ * THOS, SHIRLEY, 

% To Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 5 
„ of the 66th Regiment. | 


The proſecuting Officer (whoſe conduct has been 
< proved ſo unauthoriſed, violent, and diſreſpectful, on 
e the commencement of the trial, as to induce him to 
offer an apology in atonement, and afterwards, ſo 
<< inſolent to a Member of the Court, as to oblige them 

* to put him in arreſt,) prepares a Narrative, contain- 
ing the moſt infamous aſperſions againſt the Court, 
thus ſanctioned and approved, and has the boldneſs 
; to lay it before his Majeſty. Here, Gentlemen, you 


fee, in the firſt inſtance, the Proceedings of a Gene- 
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in many inſtan- 


examined every Evidence 


197. 


ral Court Martial wantonly viliſied, contrary to at! | 


«« precedent, and in open defiance of the Articles ob 
„War. You ſee a number of Gentlemen, of reſpecta- 

& bility and credit, accuſed of the baſeſt corruption in 
e their judicial capacities, becauſe a vindictive indivi- 
% dual did not ſucceed in a malicious and groundleſs 

Froſęcution. Thus, publicly accuſed of crimes of 

ec the firſt magnitude, they unanimouſly call for redreſs, 
and lay their complaints before their Sovereign, wha 
has been graciouſly pleaſed to ſubmit them to the en- 
% quiry of a Court compoſed of Gentlemen, the moſt | 
e diſtinguiſhed for rank, reputation, and talents, in the 
« Britiltn Empire. Before a tribunal. thus conſtituted, 
„ the Charges have been fully proved, by men, whoſe 
& characters are unimpeached, and unimpeachable, and 

„ who pay juſt regard to the ſacred ſolemnities of an 
„ oath; men, who did not deal out arguments and opi- 
5 nions in rounded periods, and a pompous diſplay of 
„words; men, who did not refort to ſubterfuges and 
« evaſions, to explain their inconſiſteneies and contradic- 
tions; but having told you the ſimple facts, with the 
“ caution and delicacy of honeſt men, under the ſolemn 
influence of their oaths, they left the concluſion to 
« yourſelves. A caſe, thus ſupported by incontro- 


e vertible teſtimony, can admit of no refutation ; but a 


& denial of the facts, or a proof that ſuch miſconduct, 
as has been proved againſt the Priſoner at your Bar, 
& was abſolutely unavoidable. But, Gentlemen, has 
& either been attempted? No. Inſtead of the only 


« juſtification he could reſort to, his Defence has con- 


& ſiſted in comparing the Notes and Memorandums of 
e his Witneſſes, with the Original Minutes of the 
& Court, as taken down by the Judge Advocate, re- 
& viſed by the Members, and finally approved by the 
“Commander in Chief. Having been allowed by this 
& Court to ſhew the truth of his libel in his vindica- 
„ tion, and, in ſome meaſure, to appeal from the Ges 
„ neral Court Martial there, to the General Court 
«© Martial here, what teſtimony has he adduced? Fhe 
c opinions of a Practitioner in the Common Law, who 
& diſapproved of the Proceedings of that Court, be- 
„ cauſe not conſonant to his ideas. 
I have been adviſed, in the courſe of this Proſecu- 
ce tion, not to croſs- examine any of the Priſoner's Wit- 
« neſſes; but to rely on the authority and ſuperior evi- 
« dence of the Original Minutes. It has alſo been 
ce ſuggeſted to me, that if the authority of thoſe Mi- 
e nutes can be ſhaker: by vivd voce evidence, the Code 
« of Military Laws is « jargon of incoherent nonſenſe. 
«© However, leſt this Court ſhould think I declined a 
« croſs-examination,. through diſreſpe& to them, and 
« contempt of their mode of proceeding, I have put 
6 queſtions to thoſe Witneſſes _— whoſe opinions 
e could be aſked on any ſubject. Mr. Gilbert's direct 
“ examination, for three entire days, conſiſts of nothing 
«© but comparing his Notes and Obſervations (taken, as 
«© he declares, when things wore a ſerious aſpect; that 
&« is, when Major Browne's conduct became inſolent 
c and outrageous) with the Original Minutes of the 
&« Court, — throwing the moſt unqualified cenſure on 


e the Members. He tells you, That the whole exami- 


« © nation tended to the ſuppreſſion, not the inveſtigation, of 
& © truth; and that 4 e the 5 trial, 4 
cc © one ſolitary in/lance of their impartiality; nevertheleſs 
e admits the Court having concurred with the Judge 
„Advocate in every inſtance but one; the Court hay= 
& ing over-ruled the objections of Captain Hedges; hay- 
c ing reproved him when improper ; and having allow- 
« ed Major Browne, before the cloſe of the trial, to 
c bring forward every Charge he had to make againſt 
tc the Priſoner. To ſhew the extreme purity and deli- 
& cacy of his own mind, he informed you, that as a 
© Juror, he could not give credit to Dr. Dillon, one of 


&« Major Browne's Witneſſes here, and at Antigua, Hi 
ce concluſions are falſe, becauſe they are not inferences 
ce from the. inſtances on the Minutes :—his invectives 
c are unwarranted, becauſe a correction of the Priſoner, 
“ and over-ruling his improper objections, throughout 
< the trial, held out an equal meaſure of juſtice :—and 
&« his delicacy is affected, becauſe he conttadicts himſelf 
c in eſſential points. But extreme ingenuity, as well 
&« as intemperate zeal, often deſtroys its own effect; 
& and this gentleman was not aware, when he threw a 

& ſuſpicion on his brother Note-taker, and Witne 

cc that one or the other muſt ſink in credit before this 
e Court. For having thrown out an inſinuation fo 

& harſh, if you believe his declaration, you muſt give 

&« little weight to Dr. Dillon's evidence; if, on the con- 

* trary, you give weight to Dr. Dillou's evidence, you 

& can have but little reliance on the aſſertions of Ms 's 

| « Iam 


. 1 


& T am well aware, that on his croſs- examination, 
te when warned of the miſchief he had done his friend's 
<& cauſe by this declaration, he attempted to explain, 
« that the confuſion into which Surgeon Dillon was 
4 thrown by the treatment of the Court, occaſioned his 
« contradicting himſelf to ſuch a degree, as to draw 
4 from him (Mr. Gilbert) that obſervation. But is it 
ce probable, that a Gentleman who ſeemed to chooſe 
„ and arrange his words with much labour and pains, 
ce who ſeemed deſtrous to attract by a ſtudied eloquence 
& and affected preciſion, ſhould uſe that obſervation, to 
& convey to you the idea that a man was only confuſed? 
cc However timid or nervous this Gentleman, Doctor 

„ Dillon, may be, I cannot, for my own part, conceive 
c jt ſhould make him give ſuch anſwers as a Juror could 


& (Jjſbelieve, Sure I am, this difficulty can only be 


<« done away by the ingenious Witneſs who made the 
t gbſervation, and on whoſe evidence I ſhall make no 
& further remarks. 

Doctor Dillon, with as good an inclination, but leſs 


© jngenuity in his evidence than his predeceſſor, Mr. 
& Gilbert, attempted to ſhew the many glaring inſtances }. 


&« of partiality that appeared in the courſe of Captain 


& Heages's trial. He recollected perfectly before this 
Court, a cauſe for his confuſion, which he forgot 
te when accounting for it to his friends Major Browne 


& and Mr. Gilbert, on the ſpot, at the inſtant, and when 
= freſh in his memory ; as appears by his anſwers on 
& the Minutes of the Antigua Court. He ſwore poſi- 
« tively to the Members of the Court, and the then 
= Priſoner, having conſtantly breakfaſted, dined, and 
t ſupped together; though he afterwards acknowledged 
he neither was one of the company, nor was ever in- 
* formed by one of their company, that they had done 
© ſo, He ſhewed himſelf an Advocate, as well as a 
« Witneſs, for Major Browne ; yet affecting the diſin- 
< tereſtedneſs of a conſcientious man, on his oath, to 
& relate only the truth, 


& As you have before you, in evidence, that extraor- | 


ce dinary compoſition, the Narrative of Major Browne, 
ce which contains the ſcandalous aſperſions for which 
ec we proſecute, I beg your attention to its contents and 
& conſiſtency, before you make up your final judgment. 
„His own admiſſions being evidence againſt himſelf, 
4 will ſave you the trouble of reviſing the tedious ſtring 
« of irrelative queſtions, which have tired your patience 
« and incumbered your Minutes. He allows the dif- 
<« reſpe& with which we charge him ;—his Narrative 
'« contains the accuſations for which we proſecute him, 
and for his juſtification, he brings evidence to their 
© truth, | | 


Gentlemen, I feel no aukwardneſs in aſſerting, 


« that if every word contained in that Narrative was 
true, it does not, nor it cannot juſtify his contempt 


xc of a Court, armed with the powers and privileges of 
cc a Court Martial, and before whom he was then ſtand- 


© ing as a Proſecutor, - 

He begins by a you the attention and reſpect 
4 with which Captain Hedges was treated by the Gen- 
« tlemen who afterwards compoſed the Court Martial, 


-.< and the diſtance at which he was held by the ſame 
c perſons. Had Major Browne conducted himſelf as 


'« much to the ſatisfaction of his Brother Officers as 
&< Captain Hedges, he would have found no ſuch diſtinc- 


„ tion. Naturally unhappy in his temper, and intoxi- 


cc cated with command, which accidentally devolved 
4 upon him, he foon made himſelf diſagreeable to every 
4“ perſon with whom he aſſociated. The real character 
4c of an Officer cannot long be concealed, when made 
„ known and communicated from man to man; if bad, 
< he naturally becomes an object of univerſal deteſta- 
« tion, I will not ſay my own mind, or that of the 
c other Gentlemen who compoſed the Court, was en- 


- < tirely free from ſuch an impreſſion; but I here de- 


4 clare, in preſence of God, and the World, I never ſuf- 
ac fered ſuch a bias to influence my judicial determina- 
« tion; nor did I, on any occaſion, diſcover it in the 
< conduct of my Brethren. | 

c He then ſets out a Charge, that the Court curtailed 
© his Proſecution, and — 2 him to what happened 
<« fince his arrival in Antigua. The Court founded 
tc their objection, on what they conceived to be the opi- 
4 nion of the Army in general, viz. that a General Court 
« Martial can only take cognizance of ſuch Crimes as 
ac were committed by a Pribner within the diſtri, and 
< during the period of Command of the General, Com- 
„ manding in Chief, who granted the Warrant for the 
Court; unleſs they had a Special Licence from his 
«« Majeſty for that purpoſe. Neither did they conceive 
<< the period of limitation in the At, to apply to Aajor 
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„ Browne, he having been in Command only ſince the 


- * 


* 


© embarkation of the Froops. But fearing that that 
& reſtriction might appear too-ſevere, they reſolved the 
© Proſecutor ſhould enter on ſuch. matters as he could 
<< not get proof of before the arrival of the Regiment at 


Antigua; before the cloſe of the trial, they allowed 


him to bring forward every Charge he had to make. 
His next Charge, is our refuſal to enter his Proteſt 
© againſt our Proceedings. We did refuſe it, and 
would again, was the ſame to be demanded ; becauſe” 
„ ſuch admiſſion would have been unprecedented, and 
highly improper. ; 
But feeling that Charge replete with abfurdity, he 
& adds in his Narrative, that if he is erroneous, he 


„ hopes it will be afcribed to his 1 becauſe, 
he ſays, his reaſoning is drawn 
and not from knowledge or information. If it were 


rom common ſenſe, 


proper, on an occaſion of ſo much ſolemnity as the 
„ preſent, to make a jocular alluſion, I would recom- 
© mend to the Gentlemen's peruſal one of the prefatory 


Chapters of Tom Jenes, which undertakes to prove, 


« that no man would ſpeak or write the worſe, for 
having information on his ſubject. He ſhould in- 
c deed have had much information, before he attempted 
% to arraign the Proceedings of a Court, who were 
„acting in conformity to the Laws which inveſted 


© them with their powers, and marked out their 


«© boundaries. 
« His next Charge is, our having repreſented to the 
Commander in 8 
& that his health was impaired by long confinement. 
To that I ſhall only anſwer, that if Mſajor Browne 
* chuſes to ſhut his ears againſt the cries of affliction 
© and diſtreſs, it is no reaſon why I ſhould do the 
„ ſame; and however I envy his firmneſs and per- 


_ « ſeverance in what he calls his duty, I can never envy 


«© him the feelings of his heart. 


„He tells you, a Meſs was formed, confiſtin of | 
Captain Hedges, his Judges, and his Witneſſes. Such 


«© Gentlemen of the Court as dined with Captain 
% Hedges at a Public Meſs, do not wiſh to deny it; 


& but inſiſt, that no inference of partiality can be drawn 


&« from that circumſtance ;—the other inſtances of im- 


| © proper familiarity, even were they true, are too trifl- 
ing to notice. Major Browne next tells you, he ad- 
„ mits his attack on Enſign Murray, but that it has 
e been exaggerated on the Proceedings; and inſtead of 


“ exculing his violence, he ſays, He ſhould now have 
cc bluſhed had he been cool; and that he muſt have re- 
&« ſigned the feelings of his profeſſion, and his ſenti- 


«© ments of honour, could he have related ſuch ſcandal! 


ce coolly: Thus placing a Court of Judicature in the 
& ſituation of an individual, and juſtifying himſelf, by 
„ ſhewing the propriety of reſenting their treatment. 
If Major Browne is allowed this exculpation, every 
« Oficer, who ſhall in future affront the Members of 
« a Court,. will have a right to the ſame indulgence ; 
« and the conſequences that muſt follow, are highl 
& dangerous to the Order and Diſcipline of his Ma- 
9 jeſty's Army. | | 
beg your indulgence, while I make a ſingle re- 
% mark with regard to Enfign Murray :=He has had 


the honor of ſerving his Sovereign in every ſituation, 


« and on the moſt arduous ſervice, from the ſtation of 
© a Private Soldier in the Guards, until, by his own 
« merit, and the patronage of Officers to whom his 
“ good behaviour had recommended him, he attained 
<« his preſent rank; and I truſt, the impotent malice of 
& of Major Browne will not deſtroy a reputation erected 
on ſo {ure a baſis. h 

He then proceeds to inform you, that finding his 


* exculpation neceſſary, he often attempted it, but was 
„ prevented; and-was told, that nothing ſhould appear 


“ on the Minutes, but what we liked. It is true, Ma- 


jr Browne was often prevented from introducing ex- 


* traneous matter; it is equally true, that we did re- 
« fuſe to enter any thing on our Minutes which we 
„did not like; that is, which we did not approve of; 
<« for, Gentlemen, though much force has been given 
to the word lite, its meaning (if we uſed it, which 
© we do not recollect) is very plain; for, you can 


&« ſcarcely ſuppoſe any ſet of men ſo filly, as to avow 


« their partiality by uſing the word like, in the ſenſe of 


6 — 4 in behalf of either ſide, which conſtruction 


&« coul 
„ ment, 
« The next paragraph of Major Browne's Narrative, 

« is made up of — relative to the conduct of 
© the Court in the examination of Witneſſes, His 
aſſertions I ſhall paſs unnoticed, but hope clearly to 
1 „ ſhew 


only be attempted by ſophiſtry and refine- 


hief, Captain Fedges's Memorial, 


4 n a a — 8 2 A * * 


ts ſhew the inſtances he adduces; not founded in fact, 
& or in reaſon. The inſtance here is, that the Court 
« aſked five or ſix queſtions together, to confuſe his 
« Witneſſes, You will pleaſe to recollect, that his 
© own Evidences have allowed, that all queſtions were 


cc 
cc 
cx 


vocate, and read to the Witneſs, before he was 
obliged to anſwer. In this deliberate mode of pro- 
ceeding, I cannot conceive the poſſibility of a Wit- 
neſs being ſo confuſed as to contradict himſe]f, No, 
Gentlemen; ſome excuſe was neceſſary, to reconcile 
the inconſiſtency of many Witneſſes for that Proſe- 
cution; and common ſenſe muſt be tortured, ſooner 
than have their contradictions unaccounted for. 

« He tells you, the Priſoner frequently handed queſ- 
tions on paper to Lieutenant Urguhart, which queſ- 
tions Mr. Urquhart gave the Judge Advocate, as his 
own.—A Priſoner, or a Proſecutor, handing queſ- 
tions to Members of the Court, is, I apprehend, quite 
regular; and it is no where proved that Mr. Urgu- 
hart paſſed them for his own. — 

« He complains of the violent conduct of this Gen- 
tleman, yet acknowledges his having told him, when 
ſitting in his judicial capacity, that he would forget 
no circumſtance to criminate him. Would a Member of 


(0 


Or would he be even ſatisfied with replying with 
ſuch gentleneſs as Mr. Urquhart, who only deſired to 
be protected from his inſolence, as the Priſoner was 
from his reſentment ?—Theſe facts are ſo {trong, as 
to carry the comments in themſelves, and make all 


GG 
R * 


different circumſtances on which I have juſt troubled 
you with arguments, which I hope you will be of 
opinion, are concluſive, Major Browne proceeds to 
ſpecify the Witncfles, on his behalf, who were par- 
ticularly ill treated. On the examination of his firſt 
Witneſs, Dr. Dillon, he ſays, the Priſoner, with 
the aſſiſtance of Fn/ign Murray, was fortunate enough 


lieve you will not think it extraordinary, that ſcru- 
ples hould be raiſed againſt the Evidence of a man, 
who, if Mr. Gilbert ſays true, was not to be credited 
by a Juror. The treatment of Adjutant Stewart has, 
I am ſorry to ſay, ſeemed to make ſome impreſſion 
on the Judge Advocate and Members of the Court; 
but I am convinced. that impreſſion will be removed, 
when they conſider his Evidence in Antigua, as con- 
tained on our Minutes, and the Evidence he gave 
yeſterday before this Court. 


On our Minutes, he appears detected in a palpa- 


ble contradiction, which, accompanied with his eva- 
ſive anſwers, induced us to ſuſpect the truth of his 
teſtimony ; and, in order to acconnt for that contra- 
diction, he tells you, the Judge Advocate altered his 


cc 
c 
4 


lent. It is ſomewhat extraordinary, that ſo ſtrong 


tive of Major Browns, and in the teſtimony of all his 
Witneſles; it is alſo ſomewhat extraordinary, that 
Major Browne did not interpoſe, and make an objec- 
tion when the Judge Advocate read the anſwers of 
his Witneſſes, thus mutilated. It is fortunate that 
this declaration of Adjutant Stewart is contradicted by 
its own abſurdity, as I am not allowed to diſprove it in 
Evidence, As to the queſtion aſked by Major Browne, 
and over-ruled, and the queſtion aſked by Captain 


them to be totally different. Major Browne's queſtion 
being, * Whether the Witneſs knew of Captain Hedges 


© Commanding Officer? and Captain Hedges's being, 


* whethcr I have ever endeavoured to #eep up a party 
© in the Regiment, in oppoſition to Major Browne?” 


formed againſt a Commanding Officer would criminate 
under the Fourth Article of the Second Section of the 
Articles of War; but I did not, nor {till do, put the 
ſame conſtruction on the knowledge of keeping up a 


a, 
pm 


nally reaſoned the Judge Advocate (whoſe objection 
was not to the queſtion itſelf, but to that to which 
it may lead) into our opinion, by taking that diſ- 
tinction; and when the Witneſs perſiſted not to an- 
ſwer it, we (I muſt ſtill think, with propriety) refuſed 
to examine him further, We may perhaps in this, 
and other inſtances, have erred in judgment—errors 
are inſeparable from human nature but I ſolemn] 
« declare, as I ſhall one day be judged by a tribunal 


this Court, hearing ſuch an obſervation, fit ſilent? 


to rajſe ſome ſcruples againſt his Evidence. I be- 


anſwer ; and when he objected to it, was quite ſi- 


as will appear by the Minutes, I aſk you now, 


in the uſual form, firſt taken down by the Judge Ad- 


b 


* 


obſervations unneceſſary, after the ſtatement of the 
Court decided 


an inſtance of partiality in the Judge Advocate and 
Court ſhould have been totally omitted in the Narra- 


Hedges, and admitted, we did, and ſtill do, conceive | 


© having endeavoured to form a party againſt him, the | 
—I apprehend, that the knowing a party to be 


party in the Regiment againſt any other Officer. We | 
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which cannot err, that partiality did not blend it- 
e ſelf with my deciſion, nor, to the beſt of my. opi- 
% nion, with that of my brethren. | 

« 'The third Witneſs, Lieutenant Greene, he tells you, 
* ſupported himſelf with uncommon firmneſs; yet the 
„ ſame Gentleman ſwore before this Court, that he 
© was thrown into extreme confuſion. You will ob- 
ſerve, Gentlemen, I am not making trifling diſtinc- 
tions, nor playing on words, but endeavouring to 
draw fair concluſions from given premiſes. If Lieu- 
tenant Greene-was confuſed as much as he has ſworn 
to, he certainly did not ſupport himſelf with firm- | 
«<. neſs, for firmneis here, can only mean collected reſo- 
6 lution. En/ign Heard, the fourth Witneſs, came off, 


he ſays, -with- more eaſe 5 and Lieutenant Mahon, his 95 


fifth Witneſs, was intimidated, becauſe his Evidence 
was confuſed, : © 3 
„ You will obſerve what virtue this word, confuſion, 
© carries through the whole of this Narrative ;—it 
< ſerves to evince the partiality of the Court—to ac- 
count for deſective Evidence, and to juſtify every 
interference of Major Browne, which ſhewed diſreſpect 
* or contempt to the Members: collectively, or indivi- 


4 dually. 


When the Priſoner called the firſt Witneſs, Major 
Sladden, the Narrative mentions the uproar, confu- 
ſion, and interruption that took place on the croſs- 
examination. Major Browne. was rather unfortunate 
in ſelecting the inſtance of Major Sladden's examina- 
tion as full of partiality; for the Court has already 
ſeen; by the Minutes, and the Evidence at this bar, 
that every objection was properly determined; that the 
againſt the Priſoner, as well as the 
& Proſecutor; and held the ſcales of Juſtice even, on 
e this examination. The altercation between Major 
4 Browne and Lieutenant Urquhart happened, which, 
when Major Browne wanted to be entered on the Mi- 
nutes, he tells you, that Captain Smith ſaid, * Do 
© you think we will go and get ourſelves into a 
© ſcrape?” Lieutenant Mahon ſwore it was, Do you 
think we will do any thing to criminate ourſelves?” The 
Lieutenant and the Narrative differ; and both cannot 
be true. Major Browne, towards the concluſion of 
his Narrative, obſerves, © that the conduct of the 
Court had roſe to ſuch a degree of inſult, that had 
© he not acted with ſpirit, he ſhould have expected 
© every man to ſpit in his face as he walked the 
© ſtreets,” I believe this is the firſt time, and I hope 
it will be the laſt, taat any Officer has been heard to 
declare, that he muſt have been deſpiſed, had he not 
reſented even the improper conduct of a Court Mar- 
tial, in the preſence of that Court. To what pur- 
poſe do the laws of this country give redreſs for in- 
* juries, if ſubjects are to aſſume the power of redreſs 
to themſelves ? What is the boaſted Conſtitution of 
England, if it does not hold out its protecting hand 
to the Courts of Judicature it has erected'? 2 
„Gentlemen, the reſt of Major Browne's Narrative 
conſiſts of a repetition of his obſeryations ; together 
with a panegyric on his ſervices, ſituation, and con- 
nections. As a compoſition, it is good; as matter to 
be introduced before this Court, it is irrelevant. L 
have now followed Major Browne through every pa- 
ragraph of his libel, (for ſuch I hope I may call it) 
and, I truſt, have clearly ſhewn the falſity of the 
Charges, as well as the abſurdity of his — 
„And now, Mr. Preſident, and Gentlemen, allow 
me ta call your ſerious attention to the conſequences 
that muſt follow, from allowing Charges of this na- 
ture to be exhibited againſt a Court Martial, and ſuch 
a Defence as the Priſoner has made, to appear before 
the People of this Country. If a Court Martial, ſit- 
ting under the Commiſſion of his Majeſty, or his Re- 
preſentatives, in different parts of the Empire, is to be 
inſulted in their preſence, their determinations treated 
with contempt, and their final judgement, even after 
its confirmation, re probated by a diſcontented indivi- 
dual: If the Minutes of their Judicial Proceedings be 
held inferior in evidence to the Obſervations of every 
Note- taker in their Court the Britiſh Parliament had 
better eraſe the Military Code from the laws of their 
country. If their dignity is thus degraded, and their 
Judicial proceedings made a mockery, the preſervation 
of Diſcipline is at an end the honour and proſpe- 
rity of the Britiſh Army utterly deſtroyed. If a Court 
«« Martial is to be caluminated with impunity, what 
«© aſſurance have the Members of the preſent Court, 
„however elevated their rank, diſtinguiſhed their merit, 
Cor ſplendid their talents ;—what aſſurance, I ſay, have 
they, that ſome 'perſon, diſſatisfied with their deciſion, 
may not charge them _ partiality and * 
g 5 2 8 ve An 


cc 


. 


2 * 222 — — 1 
p — 

— Sy, © N I — ” . — 
a 5 4: 3 4 — — > — Fl. rESSSL — SEGES = — —— — — - = . 

— . — * T2 — eos —— j4 * — 2 — = i ——— Jon . re 04 . -- -_ 
r — =" — - RY _— $7 — 2 — - — — — — - 

*,— * Sn ode. ax. ac AS. Ge — r= . = IS. - - — wr = 2 — — = .. ˙—0oĩi GIS 
r 22 22 . DES 2 d 22 — + 4a > en rn od. RS RE, £5 * = 2 
0 n : . — 2 2 2 2828 - F — oor oat * X 
' ay N N nl — WU 2 bs 8 "XX - 1 
. 2 2 2 * * 54 —— 2 
1 x 


1 


& And if at a diſtance of a year, or more, their complaints 
& are laid before their Sovereign, and an enquiry inſti- 
cc tuted into their conduct, are they aſſured, that the 


C Clerk, who takes Notes on my right hand, will not 


t aſſume the ſame liberty of judging on their integrity, 
„ which the Priſoner's Clerks and Witneſſes have on 
cc ours? That he will not freely ſtigmatize their Pro- 
& ceedings, and offer the memorandums he may have” 


„ made, as ſuperior evidence to the Judge Advocate's 


© Minutes? Should I, or any other man in this Court, 
c have the audacity to caſt ſuch cenſures on the Mem- 
<< bers, what is their redreſs ? As Proſecutors, they can- 
not appear in evidence to ſupport the integrity of their 


4 conduct. Their Minutes: may be diſcredited, when 


© they vary from the Notes of a Clerk; and poſlibly, 
© the Proceedings may not have made ſufficient impreſ- 
& fjon on the mind of any man preſent, to ſtand up in 
ce their Defence. The reſult then muſt be, a ſentence 
& of-improper conduct and partiality, againſt Gentlemen 
© whoſe names need only be mentioned to acquit them; 
jn the mind of every thinking man, of any thing not 
&« ftritly juſt, and ſtrictly honourable, 

& I hope your deciſion this day will ſhew the Britiſh 
* Army, whoſe bravery has ſo often preſerved the Li- 
« Herties of their Country, that their own are ſecured 
&« by Laws, certain and explicit; that their Courts are 
armed with every power requiſite to inforce an obe- 
„ dience to thoſe Laws; and that when ſanctioned and 
approved by their Sovereign, or his Repreſentatives, 
„no ſubject in the land ſhall dare to ſtigmatize their 
Proceedings, or diſpute their authority. Conſcious of 
& my own innocence, I am little ſolicitous as to myſelf. 
<< I am arrived at that period of life, when wy character 
© muſt be aſcertained as a Servant of his Majeſty, and 
© a Member of Society. I truſt I can lay my hand on 
© my heart, and ſay my maxim has ever been, Nil con- 
& ſcire fibi nulla palleſcere culpd. 


It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned, at the 
requeſt of Major Browne, and with the intention 


of then hearing his Defence, upon the Third Ar- 


ticle, till Saturday morning ten o'clock. 
SATURDAY, 22d SEPTEMEER, 1787. 
THe Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


| The JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL laid be- 


fore them a Minute this morning put into his hands from 


Major Browne, explanatory of what he meant to expreſs 


relative to Lieutenant Lockhart, whilſt Mr. Gilbert was 
under examination ; a Note whereof was at the time en- 
tered upon the Minutes, as a general import of what was 
conceived to have fallen from Major Browne, and the 
ſaid Minute was read as follows, viz.— 

« Major Browne wiſhes to explain what he meant to 
« expreſs relative to Lieutenant Lockhart, viz.—T hat 
< however improper that Gentleman's conduct might 


cc have been, yet when Major Browne's arreſt took place, 


t and the torrent appeared to bear away every appear- 
« ance of either decency or juſtice, at this criſis, he 
« ſingly ſtepped forward, and often made many efforts of 
& oenerous interference in the Major's behalf; from 
<< which circumſtance alone, he readily is inclined to 


& impute Lieutenant Leckbart's prior conduct to error, and 
* not deſign.” 


NOTICE being taken, that from the explanation | 


iven at the cloſe of Major Browne's Defence, reſpecting 
ptain Ramſay, and from the explanation now given by 
him, reſpecting Lieutenant Lockhart, it appears, that the 
determination of this Court, whereby the teſtimony of 
thoſe two Officers (Members of the Court Martial hol- 
den in Antigua) was founded upon a miftaken repreſen- 
tation, namely, that their evidence muſt of neceſſity tend 
to their own exculpation, or crimination,—the Court 
took the ſubject into ſerious confideration, and having 
maturely deliberated thereon, Reſolved, for the reaſon 
before expreſſed, that unleſs Major Browne ſhall be able 
to ſhew ſome ſatisfatory objection thereto, the Court 


will now ſignify to Lieutenant Colenel Forſter, as Proſecu— 


tor of the Charges now in queſtion, that he is at liberty 
to examine the ſaid Captain Ramſay and Lieutenant Locł- 
Bart, as Witneſſes, ſubjectto ſuch reſtriction as the Court 


may, upon confideration or argument, think proper to 


impoſe, 
And this Reſolution being communicated to the 


pans, Major Browne mentioned to the Court, the 


eads of ſundry matters which he would undertake to 


prove, as arguments againſt their receiving the teſti- 
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mony of thoſe two Witneſſes ;- of which the Court, af- 
ter direQting the parties to withdraw, took a general 
view, and after ſome conſideration, delivered their opi- 
nion, through the Judge Advocate, as follows, viz. 

«© That the objections now taken to the admiſſibility 
c of thoſe two Witneſſes, if valid, ſhould have been 
ce ſtated in the firſt inſtance; inſtead whereof, the Pri- 
& ſoner, Major Browne, took another ground, which 
6 clearly and materially affected the competency of 


«© thoſe Witneſſes ; and the Court, in conſequence, de- 


© termined not to examine them; but as that ground of- 
e obj. tion now fails, according to the Priſoner's own 
cc ſhewing, the Court think their teſtimony ſhould be 
& received upon ſuch points as the Court, in their diſ- 
& cretion, ſhall ſee fit; and if Major Browne continues 
<« to think, that any of his objections which he has now 
* mentioned, or any other, are ſuch as come properly 
„ within the cognizance of the Court, and will, if 
cc proved, affect the credit of the Witneſles in queſtion, 
© he will be at liberty in due time to ſtate them diſ- 
© tinctly, when the Court will give to each full conſi- 
* deration.” 5 1 5 


Then the Court adjourned till Monday morning 


next, at eleven o'clock, 

MONDAY, 24th SETTEMBER, 1787. 
Tur Cour being met, purſuant to adjournment, ' 
A Paper, of the following tenor, was tendered to the 


Court, (having been incloſed by Major Browne to the 
Judge Advocate General) viz. | 


« MAJOR BROWNE feels much pain indeed, leſt 


© his motives in endeavouring to diſcriminate the con- 
duct of Captain Ramſay, on ſome points, and mitigate, 


that of Lieutenant Lockhart, may be miſconſtrued.— 


« He can only aſſert, 42 page injurious it may prove. 
to him) that he was led to that ſtep by principles the 


„ moſt pure and upright. 


K Thoſe Gentlemen having joined in the Proſecution 
e on the Second, as well as the Firſt Article of Charge, 
it became impoſſible for Major Browne to make any. 
declaration concerning them till the Proſecution was 
concluded, leſt the World, or even the Gentlemen 
„ themſelves, might ſuppoſe it aroſe from any fear in 


* 


* 


his breaſt relative to the effects of their Proſecution ;. 


„but, on the Evidence being finally cloſed on both 
„ ſides, humanity, ſupezior to reſentment, made him 


«© wiſh to diſcriminate and palliate, if poeble. 


«© Had thoſe two Gentlemen not joined in the Se- 
cond Article of Charge, he ſhould ſtill have objected 


to their competency, if offered as Witneſſes, on the 


grounds he originally urged ; for he does not (with 


every ſubmiſſion) conceive any thing he has aſſerted, 


c 


A 


as having done away the validity of that objection, 
nor blended in the leaſt in the queſtion of their com- 
petency. Sp 
Major Browne feels doubly diſtreſſed at the Reſo- 
lution of the Court, as it may ſeem to imply a chi-. 
© canery in his conduct, by his objection on the ſecond 
day being pointed to the * of thoſe Gentle- 
« men, as Witneſſes, on grounds which the Court now 
© ſcem to think he himſelf has done away, in, a ſuppoſi- 
tion of the inadmiſſibility of their evidence at this pe- 
& riod; and thus endeavoured to ſuppreſs a material part. 
of the truth, He therefore feels it incumbent on him, 
cin the moſt ſolemn and ſacred manner to declare, that 
no ſuch motives operated upon him; but merely thoſe 
«© he has already ſtated. 


* 


* 


„ 


&« It will alſo appear ſrom the proceedings of the ſe- 


« cond day, that after due and deliberate conſideration, 


& Lieutenant Colonel Forſter informed this Court, that 
none of the parties joined in the Proſccution, wiſhed 


to give evidence, unleſs called on by Major Browne. 
in confequence of which determination, they were, 
permitted to return into Court, and continue during 
the whole of the trial, aſſiſting in the Proſecution, 
„ and propoſing queſtions on the examination and 
coroſs- examination of every Witneſs, 

It will alſo appear by the Minutes of the ſame 
% day, that the only point Lieutenant Colonel Forſter 
« dcfired permiſſion to examine thoſe Gentlemen, was, 
& to the identity and correctneſs of the Minutes of that. 
© Court, of which they formed a part; — Major 


„ Browne therefore requeſts the ſenſe of the Court may, 


„be now taken, how far any thing he has ſaid, can 
© make them appear competent Evidences to matters, 
* which, if not criminating him, muſt clearly tend to 
„ criminate themſelves, | 


„ A7nday, 24th September, 1787.“ 


And 


And the ſaid Paper, upon the Court being opened, 
was publicly read in preſence of the Proſecutor, Lieute- 
nant Colonel Forſlcr, who mentioned, that he underſtood 
the Court had already reſolved, for reaſons of their own, 
that Captain Ramſay and Lieutenant Lockhart ſhould be 


examined as Witneſſes ; and did not offer any thing 


further to the conſideration of the Court upon that head; 
but expreſſed a deſire, from motives of delicacy and 
candour, that the Court would rather form ſuch queſ- 
tions as they ſhould think moſt proper, than call upon 
him to propoſe queſtions for their examination. 


Tux Cour then directed the parties to withdraw; 
and took into conſideration the reaſoning contained in 
the ſaid Paper, left with them by Major Browne, and, 
upon the Court being again opened, their opinion was 
intimated by the Judge Advocate, as follows ;— 


« TE Couxr by no means attribute to Major 
Browne any improper motive for making the favour- 
able declaration with regard ta Captain Ramſay and 
Lieutenant Lockhart, reſpectively, in this ſtage of the 
trial; but upon mature conſideration, do not ſee oc- 
« caſion for departing from their Reſolution, communi- 
« cated to him on Saturday laſt, of now receiving thoſe 
two Officers, as Witneſſes. | 
« Upon reference to the Minutes, as well as from the 
full recollection of the Court, it appears, that the 
matter upon which the Court determined, in the out- 
ſet of the trial, againſt the admiſſibility of the teſti- 
© mony of thoſe Officers, was not reſtrifted to the 
identity or correEneſs of the Minutes, but extended 
to all points which could have the like tendency, of 
either exculpating, or criminating themſelves. 
«© Had the Court been aware, at the time when the 
4 queſtion of competency was originally ſubmitted to 
their deciſion, that the exculpation or crimination 
of Captain Ramfay, and Lieutenant Lockhart, was not 
inſeparably connected with their own. teſtimony, it 
% could not have happencd that thoſe Officers ſhould 
have been preſent in Court during the whole trial, and 


CY 
* 


«c 


unavoidably taken place, the Court will be particu- 
4 Jarly cautious and vigilant, that Major Browne ſhall 
4 not ſuffer any detriment from that circumſtance. 

« The Court cannot conclude without remarking, 
that if the fact turns out as Major Browne's decla- 
ration ſets forth, in the caſe of Lieutenant Lockhart in 
particular, to wit, that he was induced to ſtep for- 
ward, and to make many efforts of generous interfe- 


6 a 
R „* 


„ Browne, which ſeemed to bear away every appearance 
& of decency and juſtice, there cannot be a ſtronger 
tc teſtimony adduced in his Defence,” | 


CAPTAIN GEORGE RAMSAY, of the goth 
Regiment of Foot (who was one of the Members of the 
Court Martial held in Antigua, ſor the trial of Captain 
Hedges) was then called upon as a Witneſs, and being 
tworn, was interrogated by the Court !— 


Q. In the courſe of the examination, did he obſerve 
ſeveral Members of the Court Martial propoſe queſtions 
at the ſame time, and when a queſtion, regularly put 
through the Judge Advocate, was yet depending? 

A. He cannot ſay he ever did. 

„Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate interpoſe, 
and aſk which queſtion he ſhould put firſt? 

A. He has ſcen ſeveral queſtions which were reduced 
into writing, and which had been handed to the Judge 
Advocate, laying before him, when he has aſked which 
of them he ſhould put down firſt ; but he does not re- 
member the Judge Advocate having at any time ſaid 
this, with reſpect to queſtions put verbally at the ſame 
time. : 

Q. Did he hear any repreſentation made to the Court 
by /7ajor Browne, that the Witneſſes were confounded 
by the aſperity of the Court towards them ? 

A. He does not recollect he ever did, 

. Has he, in any inftance, known the anſwers of 


M itneſſes varied in ſubſtance, and entered upon the Mi- 


nutes differently from what the Witneſſes have delivered? 

A. Never. The Judge Advocate conſtantly read 
over the anſwers to the Witneſſes, after they were mi- 
nuted, and the \V itneſſes had an opportunity of altering 
them, if they ſaw objcction ; and he does not know that 
any of them made any objection; if they had, he con- 
ceives their objections would have been attended to. 

Q. Did he hear any Members of the Court Martial 
make ule of injulting,. threatening, or improper lan- 


before they delivered their evidence; but ſince it has 


rence, from his perceiving a torrent againſt. Major 
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upon ſome few 
queſtion ; — and 


improper, or which called for his interference 


as the iſſue of the trial could not 


111 


guage, to any of the Witneſſes 
the Proſecution? 
A. He never did. 


LIEUTENANT WILLIAM LOCKHART, of 
the 3oth Regiment of Foot, was then called upon, who 
ſtated the delicacy of the ſituation in which he is now 
placed; as he certainly has much regard for, and is in 
habits of friendſhip with, ſeveral of the Officers who 
compoſed the late Court Martial in Antigua; and alſo; 
as more may be expected from him, having been a Mem- 
ber of that Court Martial, than he may be able to par- 
ticularize from memory, not having taken any Notes, 
and therefore wiſhed to decline giving any evidence ; 


produced on the part of 


and ſubmitted it to the Court, whether his teſtimony 


may not, under theſe circumſtances, be diſpenſed with. 


The ſenſe of the Court having been thereupon taken, 
it was intimated to Lieutenant Lockhart, that although 
the Court, in regard to his peculiar ſituation, would 
wiſh to diſpenſe with his teſtimony, they find themſelves 
obliged, for the ſake of public juſtice, to examine him 
points, for elucidating the matters in 


LIEUTENANT LOCKHART was thereupon 


ſworn, and interrogated. 


Qt. Did it appear to him, that during the latter part 
of the examination of Major Sladden, or during the re- 
ſpective examination of the other Witneſſes produced by 
Captain Hedges in his Defence, the trial was conducted 
by the Court Martial in Antigua, or by any Members 
thereof, in ſuch manner as appeared to him F or 


A. During the examination of Major Sladden, there 
was a queſtion put by Major Browne, upon a ſpecific 
point; it related to a converſation ſuppoſed to have paſſed 
at Corte, and Major Browne had put it in the form of a 
leading queſtion, which the Court ſeemed to think im- 
proper. The Witneſs differed in opinion from the 
Court upon the occaſion, for there did not appear to 
him a neceſſity for not permitting the queſtion to be in 
its original form, being upon a croſs- examination; as 
there cannot be ſuppoſed to be any ſuch underſtanding 


| between the party, and a Witneſs produced on the op- 


polite ſide, as between him and his own Witneſſes. 
At the hour of three, the Court adjourned till the 


morrow morning, at ten o'clock, 


TUESDAY, 25th SEPTEMBER, 1787, 


U 


| THe Court being met purſuant to adjournment 3 


LIEUTENANT LOCK HART proceeding in his 


evidence, depoſed, in addition to his anſwer on the queſ- 


tion propoſed to him yeſterday, that he cannot ſuppoſe 
the other Members of the Court, who differed in opi- 


nion from him, were actuated by any improper motives, 
affect any Member in 
the moſt remote degree. | 

Q. Was the objection to the queſtion as firſt pro- 
poſed, acceded to, or over-ruled ? | 
A. It was otherwiſe modelled; and Major Browne, 
as far as his memory ſerves him, acquieſced, not aware 
of what would come out. . 

Lieutenant Lockhart further mentioned, that Lieutena 


. Coſby, when under croſs- examination, had given an an- 
ſwer, which appeared to the Witneſs to require expla- 
nation: Lieutenant Coſby had expreſſed, that Captain 


Hedges had, upon ſome occaſion, ſpoken freely of Major 
Browne ;—the Witneſs, not thinking the anſwer ſatis- 
factory, aſked Lieutenant Coſby verbally, what was meant 
by the expreſſion ; but in this inſtance it did not ap- 
pear, that he counteracted the Wee of the Court. 
He does not recollect any other inſtance of his particu- 
lar interference; and he muſt again repeat, that he has 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Members, who have at 
times differed from him, acted upon any other than the 
ureſt motives. ky 7 | Cs 
Q.: Did he obſerve any Members, or Member, of the 
Court Martial, receive Notes from Captain Hedges, at a 
time when the Witneſs was regularly under examina- 
tion by the Proſecutor, which Notes, ſuch Members, or 
Member, afterwards handed to the Preſident or the 
Judge Advocate; immediately upon receipt whereof, 
a queſtion was propoſed ? | 5 
A. He did not obſerve it; nor did he ever hear of the 
circumſtance, till he ſaw an account thereof in the re- 
preſentation which Major Browne tranſmitted to the Se- 
cretary at War, to be laid before the King, 
Q. Has 
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. Has he ever known the anſwers of Witneſſes | 
varied in ſubſtance, and entered upon the Minutes dif- 
ferently from what the Witneſſes have delivered ? 

A. He never did; unleſs the inſtances which he is about 
to mention, come within that deſcription, Lieutenant Ma- 
hon, he perfectly remembers, made an anſwer which does 
not appear upon the Minutes. The anſwer was to this 
effect, that, If be (Lieutenant Mabon) was to believe 
every thipg he bad heard Captain Hedges ſay concern- 
« ing Major Browne, he muſt believe Major Browne to 
« be the greateſt villain exiſting.” He muſt conſeſs, he 
was aſtoniſhed. to find that this expreſſion was omit- 
ted; and does not know how it has happened. He likg- 
wiſe has forge recollection of an anſwer made by Adju- 
tant Stewart, and which: was mentioned by him the 
other day, as having been omitted this, he believes, 
was omitted upon the idea, that it was 2 for 
though the anſwer ſtated, as an inſtance of diſreſpec to 
Major Browne, Captain Hedges's refuſal to go to his 
- Quarters. with other Officers, in order to his introduc- 
ing them to General Shirley, yet it appeared, that in fact 
Captain Hedges did ultimately go there with them; and 
the circumitance therefore deemed trifling. During 
Lieutenant Greene's examination, it had been aſked, 
Whether the Officers aſſented to what Captain Hedges 
ſaid reſpecting Major Browne, in the Meſs of the Re- 
giment? Licutenant Greene, he thinks, had ſaid in 
fubſtance, that they did not aſſent, It was then 
aſked, Whether they diſſented ? It was anſwered, they 
were ſilent. It has been ſtated to this Court, that a 
further queſtion was propoſed, ©** Whether they were 


« ſilent to difſent ?” And on Lieutenant Greene's an- 


ſwering in the affirmative, that the Court directed the 
anſwer ſhould not be taken down ;—of this laſt circum- 
ſtance he has no recollection: Captain Sutherland did ſay 
ſomething upon that occaſion, he recollects, in a low 
voice ; but what it was he did not hear. He does not 
call to mind any other inſtances which can apply to 
the queſtion, * any entries upon the Minutes, 
differing from the anſwers delivered by the Witneſſes. 
| Q Has he obſerved, when any of the Witneſles pro- 
duced by 7 Hedges have ſeemed to faulter, that any 
Members of the Court have ſuggeſted other queſtions, 
or hints, tending to aſſiſt them in anſwering in a man- 
ner agreeable to Captain Hedges's withes ? 
A. He has himſelf ſuggeſted queſtions tending to 
bring out explicit anſwers ; but knows of no inſtance, 
wherein queſtions have been interpoſed by any Mem- 
bers, of the tendency ſuppoſed by the queſtion, Some 
of the queſtions, which he. himſelf has propoſed, have 
tended to alleviate Captain Hedges's guilt; — as for 
example, it was given in evidence, that Captain Heages 
had drank damnation to Major Browne ; upon which he, 
the Witneſs, aſked, Whether /fajor Brewne, at that 
time, commanded the 67th Regiment? As he conceived 
there was a leſs degree of guilt in the toaſt, if Major 
Browne was not Commanding Officer at the time, than 
if he was in the actual Command of the Regiment. 
He can, ſpecify no other inſtances the Minutes muſt 
ſhew them, if there are any. | 
Q. Has he known a variety of queſtions propoſed 


- verbally to Witneſſes, by different Members at the ſame | 


time, whilſt a queſtion, regularly put by the Judge Ad- 
vocate, was yet depending : | 
A. The only Members of the Court Martial, whom 
he remembers to have put queſtions verbally, were Cap- 
tain Sutherland, and once or twice, Lieutenant Underwaed. 
Upon one or two occaſions, five or fix queſtions came 
on lips. of paper to the Judge Advocate at the ſame 
time, who has been at a loſs which to put firſt, In ge- 
neral, the queſtions put by different Members were 
written down on flips of paper, handed, to the Preſident, 
and ſent on by him to the Judge Advocate, who wrote 
down each. queſtion, and then, read. it over to the Wit- 
neſs. It may have happened ance or twice, that dif- 
ferent Members may have propoled queſtions, verbally, 
at the ſame time; but he did not notice it, As ſome 
Witneſſes have ſworn poſitively to the fact, he is diffi- 
dent to ſay that it did not happen; but he certainly 
does not recollect it, ; 
Q Did it appear to him, that the ſeveral queſtions, 
upon lips of. paper, were ſent up at the ſame time, for 
the purpoſe of confounding the Witneſs under exami- 
nation? | 
A. No. Whenever the Witneſſes gave anſwers which 
were not ſatisfaftory, the Court did ſtrictly croſs-exa- 
mine them; but he cannot conceive that any Member 
had an improper view of confounding a Witnefs. 
Q. Did it appear to him to have that effect? 
A. Lieutenant Greene, in giving evidence concerning 
the circumſtance of Major Qrowne's ordering Captain 
2 


. conceive the Court 
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Hedges to Europe, and his having. diſobeyed that Or- 
der, appeared to the Witneſs unintentionally to have 
admitted ſome inconſiſtency; he cannot account for the 


| cauſe of it; upon which occaſion repeated .queſtions. 


were put to. him, and it ſeemed to him that Licutenan: 
Greene was confuſed. The Witneſs explained, that the 
ſeveral queſtions upon this occaſion were not put irre- 
gularly; nor was a fecond put, till, the firſt was diſ- 


poſed of. Whether theſe queſtions may have deranged 


Lieutenant Greene, he cannot fay; but he dees not 
had any intention of confounding 
him. | | 

Q. Does he remember this expreſſion, at any time 
uſed by the Judge Advocate,—** He never underſtood, 
there was one meaſure of juſtice for the Priſoner, and 
another for the Proſecutor ?? _ . | 

A. He does not. remember the Judge : Advocate at 
any time expreſling himſelf in that manner. 

Q. Majrr Browne, in his Declaration reſpecting the 

conduct of this Witneſs, having ſtated, that he gene- 

rouſly interfered, when à torrent ſeemed to bear away every 
appearance of decency and juflice,—Did he, the Witneſs, 
trace any veltiges of apparent partiality in the conduct 

of the Court, ſuch as this expreſſion, in the plain and 
obvious ſenſe thereof, muſt be taken to imply? 

A. He thinks the Court were wrong, and he thinks 
he himſelf has been wrong, in ſeveral inſtances ; but 
he firmly believes the Court ated upon conſcientious 
motives in every ſtep they took. DL 

. Q Did it appear to him, that. the conduct of the 


| Court, or of the Members thereof, was calculated for 


the ſuppreſſion, rather than the inveſtigation, of truth? 
A. It did not appear to him, that the truth was ſup- 
prefled at all. He thinks there were a great many 
more queſtions aſked than were neceſſary, and the con- 
duct of the Members may have been irregular ; and, he 
believes, it would have been more proper, if the mode of 
putting queſtions had been purſued, which he obſerves 


in this Court; but he firmly believes the Members 


acted upon juſt principles. | | 

Q.: Did he obſerve, during the trial, an equal degree 
of moderation and calmneſs on the part of the Members 
of the Court, towards the Witneſſes adduced in favour 
of Major Brawne, and thole adduced in favour of Cap- 
tam Hedges? 

A. He does think there was a difference. The whole 
of the Officers ( Qrarter- Maſter Griffin excepted, who 
was not preſent at the Meeting) had publicly aflented 
to Captain. Hedges's good behaviour, as an Officer aud a 
Gentleman, at the time he was ordered by Major 
Browne, to embark for Europe; - after Captain Hedges 
was ordered in arreſt by Major Browne, thoſe Officers 
who fupported Major Browne's Proſecution, diſſented 
from the opinion they had formerly given. It appeared 
to the Court, that thoſe Officers had given in the Paper 
of Diſſent, in conſequence of Major Browne's influence; 
and, on that account, he believes, a degree of rigour was 
exerciſed towards them. Surgeon Dillon appeared be- 
fore the Court under very particular circumſtances, 
which, the Witneſs thinks, juſtihed any particular ri- 
gour towards him. | | 

Q. Is this Coyrt to underſtand, from this latter part- 
of his anſwer relative to Surgeon Dillon, that he diſap= 
proved of the rigour ſhewn to the other Witneſſes? 

A. No, His own opinion was, that thoſe Officers 
acted improperly, He, does think ſome expreſſions 
were uſed towards Adjutant Stewart, which were im- 
proper. 


Q. (By deſire Major Browne) Did it not appear, that 


the Officers who. diſſented, had before given their ap- 


probation of Captain Hedges's conduct from motives of 
humanity, he having previouſly aſſured them, he only 
aſked their aſſent for the ſatisfaction of his friends, as 
he was to ſail directly for Europe? | 
A. The Paper of Diſſent expreſſes, that they had 
done ſo from motives of humanity; but he does not 
think, thoſe motives ought to induce Gentlemen to aſ- 
ſent to the propriety of the behaviour of another, whole 


conduct, they knew, was not proper. 


Q. Did it nat appear that Captain Hedges had tricked 


the Officers into an aſſent, upon a falſe ſuggeſtion ? 


A. The Paper of Diſſent imports, that they had been 
inveigled into the aſſent; - this is the only evidence he 
had for the aſſertion. 8 

Q. Does he recollect the reaſon Adjutant Stewart aſ- 


ſerted upon oath? 


A. He does recollect Adjutant Stewart ſaid, he was 
partly led to change his opinion, becauſe Captain 


| Hedges had remonſtrated againſt the Order before he 
odeyed it; but this did not appear to the Witnels ſuf- 


ficient, 


Q bos 
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Q. Does he recollect Adjutant Stewart and Surgeon 
Dillon aſſerting on their oaths, that this aſſent was given 
upon Captain Hedges having previouſly aſſured them 
he was going to Europe, whence they had conceived, 


that all diſputes in the Regiment would die away, and 


that the Officers, by this means, would become friends, 
and peace and harmony be perfectly reſtored ? 

A. He does remember to have heard that reaſon aſ- 
ſigned ; but he does not think this was ſufficient to juſ- 
tity Officers, in giving a public and ſolemn aſſent to 
the good behaviour of a Gentleman, whoſe conduQ they 
diſapproved ? R | | 

Q. Had he any reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Major Browne 
had actuated or influenced any Officer to ſign the Paper 
of Diſſent, until the examination of Lieutenant Mahon, 
the laſt Witneſs in ſupport of the Proſecution ? | 
A. He had underſtood before the Court Martial met, 

Major Browne had called the Officers together for the 

purpoſe of ſigning the Difſent ; be thinks it is likewiſe 
mentioned in the evidence of Adjutant Stewart, that 
Major Browne had called that meeting; and he cannot 
conceive that Gentlemen would voluntarily have re- 
trated what they had ſolemnly affirmed, without ſome 
freſh cauſe, unleſs ſome extraordinary influence had 
been uſed, = 


Did the Court Martial appear to him willing to. 


admit Witneſſes, brought in ſupport of the Proſecution, 
to explain their reaſons for diſſenting from their former 
opinion ? 5 
A. He does not remember any thing particular about it. 
Q. Did not Aijutant Stewart depoſe, that Captain 
Hedges particularly refuſed to go to his houſe, and en- 
deavour to influence the other Officers againſt ſo doing; 
but when he found none to join him in that opinion, 
he then only agreed to go along with the reſt ? 
A. It did appear to him to be a trifling buſineſs, and 


not worthy of being inſerted in the Minutes of the. 


Court Martial, 

Q. Did he ever hear Captain Smith, Captain Hamil- 
ton, Captain Urquhart, Lieutenant Urquhart, and Enſign 
Murray, propoſe verbal queſtions to the Witneſſes for the 


Proſecution ; and alſo Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, the Pre- | 


ſident? | 
A. It may have happened in ſome inſtances, but he 


cannot charge his memory with any; he may have 
done it himſelf. | ; 
Q. Did it appear to him, that Major Browne was al- 
lowed a fair croſs-examination of Major Sladden ? 
A. He has already ſaid, he thought the Court wrong 


with regard to a particular queſtion propoſed by Major 
1 Fr y . n examination of Captain Hedges's Witneſſes, when they 


' Browne to that Witneſs, | 


MAJOR BROWNE now deſired permiſſion to exa- 
mine two more Witneſſes in his Defence, viz. Lieutenant 
Heard, and Scrjeant Major Blanch, to which he conceived 
himſelf entitled, as Captain Ramſay, and Lieutenant Lock- 
hart, had been examined ſince the cloſing of his Defence, 
contrary to his expectation; and his requeſt being con- 
ceded to, 


© LIEUTENANT EDWARD HEARD, of the 67th 


Regiment, was ſworn and examined, . 


Was he the laſt Witneſs but one, examined in 
ſupport of the Proſecution, upon the trial of Captain 
Hedges ? 

A. He was. | 
Q. What enſued immediately upon his being ſworn ? 


A. He was aſked ſeveral queſtions verbally, from dif- 


ferent Members, at the ſame time. 


Q. Did the Judge Advocate interfere, and in what 


manner ? : 
A. He got up, and told the Witneſs not to anſwer any 


queſtions, which he had not firſt wrote down. 
Did he obſerve any, and what intimacy between a 


Member of the Court, and Captain Hedges, whilſt the. 


Witneſs was under examination by Major Browne ? 

A. He did not obſerve any particular intimacy with 
any. Member in Court ; Captain Hedges was, in general, 
intimate with all the Members. | 

Q. Did he, or did he not, obſerve Lieutenant Urqu- 
hart receive papers from Captain Hedges? | 

A. He did not. | 

Q. Was he preſent during the examination of Lieu- 
tenant Mahon ? ONT = 

A. He was, during part of his croſs- examination; 
not at the main examination. 

Q. (By the Court) Did thoſe ſeveral queſtions, 
which were propoſed to him at the ſame time, appear to 
him to be ſo put for the purpoſe of confuſing him? And 
had ſome other queſtion been firſt lingly propoſed, which 
had not received an anſwer? 
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A. It is ſo long ago, that he has an imperfect recol- 
lection of the circuniſtance but he calls to mind, that 
the firſt queſtion propoſed to him, was, How long he 
had been in the 65th Regiment ?” To which queſtion 
he had anſwered ; and no other ſingle queſtion: had been 
put to him, when theſe ſeveral flac ah, were propoſed. 

Q. Did he obſerve the ſame degree of calmneſs and 
moderation in the examination of the Witneſſes for, and 
againſt, the Proſecution ? | 

A. 'T hoſe produced by Major Browne were treated 
with more rigour. He was the only one of Major 
Browne's Witneſſes, who was treated with any polite- 
neſs whatever. | | 


SERJEANT MAJOR AARON BLANCH, of 


the 67th-Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q: Did he attend the trial of Captain Hedges, during 
the examination of any of the Witneſſes for the Proſe- 
cution ? 

A. He was there every day, | 

Q. Did he ever notice queſtions propoſed, verbally, 
by any of the Members to the Witneſſes ? | 

A. Ves. | N 

Q. In what manner? Were more than one propoſed 
at a time? | | | 

A. He has obſerved two or three propoſed at a time. 

Q. Did they appear to him to be propoſed in ſuch a a 
manner as to confuſe a Witneſs ? 

A. They did. = | 

Q. Did he ever hear the Judge Advocate interpoſe, 
upon the occaſion ? 

A. Very often, as to the propriety of ſo many aſking , 
queſtions at the ſame time, | 

Did there appear to him any difference in the con- 
duct of the Court to the reſpective Witneſſes for, and 
againſt, the Proſecution ? ng | 6 

A. Very much ;—on the part of Captain Hedges, the 
Witneſſes were treated with the greateſt civility; and 
thoſe on the part of Major Browne, with the greateſt in- 
difference ;—little or no attention paid to them. 

Q. When ſeveral queſtions have been propoſed to 
Major Brawne's Witneſſes at a time, has he heard Ma- 


Vr Browne make any repreſentation on ſuch conduct? 


A. He does not particularly recollect. 

Q. Did he notice any conſtant interchange of notes, 
or lips of paper, between Captain Hedges and any par- 
ticular Member ? 

A. He cannot ſay he remembers it. | 

Q. Did it appear to him, during Major Browne's croſs- 


faultered or were at a loſs, that they were prompted, or 
relieved by the Court ? 

A. It did appear ſo to him. | | 

Q. (By deſire of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter) In what 
manner were the Witneſſes prompted? What does he 
underſtand by the term, “ prompted ?” 


A. The whole Court ſeemed to be very partial on 


Captain Heages's ſide, 
The Queſtion being again propoſed to him, he an- 
ſwered, —that he cannot recollect any particular in- 
ſtances, 985 
Being again preſſed to ſpecify the nature of the 
prompting, —and what he underſtood by the term, 
when Major Browne propoſed the queſtion to him z—af- 
ter a very long pauſe—the queſtion being repeatedly 
ſtated to him in different ſhapes—he anſwered, that 
leading queltions were aſked of the Witneſſes, when 
they were at a loſs. „ 
Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Has he ever, at the 
Court Martial held in Antigua, on a queſtion being pro- 
poſed, during the eroſs- examination of Captain Haager 
Witneſſes by Major Browne, obſerved any Witneſs heſi- 
tate for ſome time, as he himſelf has juſt now done ? 
A. He has ſeen an inſtance of the kind, but does not 
recollect the Witneſs, | | 
Q. In what manner did the Court Martial act on 
that occaſion ? 


A, They ſeemed diſſatisfied. 


THE EVIDENCE on both ſides being cloſed, as to 
the Two Articles of Complaint preferred by Lieutenant 
Colonel Forſter, and the Members of the Court Martial 
held at Antigua, | 7 


THE COURT appointed to-morrow morning for 
hearing Major Browne, in his Defence, apainſt the Ar- 
ticle of Charge for Cruelty or Oppreſſion,“ towards 
Thomas Edwards, a Soldier, under his Command, pre- 
ferred by Captain Hedges, then 

Adjourned till the morrow morning at ten o'clock, 


G7. EXTRACTS 


purpoſe. 
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EXTRACTS from Regimental Orders, annexed 


to Major Browne's Defence againſt the Third 
Article of Charge exhibited againſt him 


offered, but not received by the Court. 


Extract from Regimental Orders, iſſued when Major 


Browne commended his Majeſty's 67th (er Southamp- 
' tonſhire) Regiment of Infantry. 


; Dublin Barracks, 26th October, 1783. 
The Orderly Serjeant of the Hoſpital to give in every 


morning a return of every man that may have been 
ſent in in the courſe of the day, or diſmiſſed; or any 


other occurrence. The Relieving Serjeant of the Hoſ- 
ital to have it delivered up to him perfectly clean, and 


n good order; if not, to report it immediately to the 


Commanding Officer of the Regiment, otherwiſe he will 
be anſwerable for any neglect or dirt that may be found 


there. | 
The Hoſpital to be white-waſhed and cleaned imme- 


diately; the windows to be glazed ; and, in ſhort, to 


be at leaſt as clean and comfortable as a Barrack-room. 


15th November, 178 3. 


The Surgeon, on no account whatever (ſickneſs ex- 


cepted) to neglect viſiting the Hoſpital and Sick at leaſt 
once a day. It appears there were two days that the 
Hoſpital was not viſited by the Surgeon; ſuch neglect 


will not be permitted; the Major thinking attention to 


the Sick, his firſt care. 


ä | 16th November, 1783. 
The Serjeant of the Hoſpital to report no man diſ- 

charged for duty, till ſuch time as he has received the 

Surgeon's written Report, or Certificate, for that 


| 23d November, 1783. 

When any man is diſmiſſed from the Hoſpital, Bar- 

racks, or Quarters, the Orderly Serjeant to encloſe the 

Surgeon's Certificate in his Morning Report, firſt hav- 

ing ſhewed the diſmiſs to the eldeſt Non-commiſſioned 
Officer of the Company the Soldier belongs to. 

Whenever there is a ſpare bed in the Hoſpital, no ex- 


cuſe of warmth, &c. will be taken for two men lying 


in one bed. 


| 4th December, 1783. 
Notwithſtanding the Orders of the 15th paſt, Major 
Browne finds the Hoſpital was not viſited on Tueſday 
laſt, by the Surgeon. The Major will not give out any 
more Orders relative to the Surgeon's duty, but will be 
obliged to proceed (he fears) to diſagreeable lengths, in 
caſe the Hoſpital, and the Orders relative to it, are not 
ſtrictly attended to. 
No private buſineſs can poſſibly be allowed to inter- 
ſere with the Surgeon's duty, 


: 3 18th December, 1783. 
When any Recruit joins the Regiment, he is to be 
immediately examined by the Surgeon ; and if infected 
with any diſorder, to be taken into the Hoſpital ;— a 
Recruit having the Itch, and not taken into the Hoſpi- 


tal, would infe& the whole Regiment. 


18th December, 1763. 


The Surgeon and the Mate are to viſit the Hoſpital 


together, in the morning, when the Sick are examined; 


it is expected the Surgeon and Mate each will viſit the 
Hoſpital once more, at leaſt, in the day. 

The Surgeon and Mate to vifit the Sick in the Royal 
Infirmary, twice a week, at leaſt; and to mention in 
— Morning Reports, the day they viſited the Royal 

— RE =; 
= Serieant of a Company to viſit the Sick of his 
Company in the Royal Infirmary every Saturday ; and, 
in caſe they ſhould want any thing, to report it to the 
Commanding Officer of the Company. | 


217tb January, 1784. 

The Sick have increaſed ſo conſiderably of late, that 
Major Browne muſt requeſt Commanding Officers of 
Companies will viſit the Sick of their own Companies, 
at leaſt once a week, in order to have them provided 
with every comfort they may require. This is a duty 
every Soldier has a right to expect from his Officer; 
the Commanding Officer, therefore, is certain it will 
be chearfully complied with. The Serjeants of Com- 

anies to report, at Evening Parade, the {tate of each Sick 
Man of the Company to his Officer, 


— 


* 


dination. 


When any man is taken Sick, he is to be reported 
immediately, by the Corporal of his Squad, to the Ser- 


| jeant of be Company, who is inſtantly to bring the 


Surgeon to viſit the Soldier. It is to be particularly ob- 
ſerved, the Sick Soldier is not to go to the Surgeon, 
but the Surgeon to the Soldier, who will of courſe give 
the proper directions about him. Though the Sick in 
the Regiment may amount to three- hundred men, and 
each man in a different quarter, the Surgeon, with his 
Mate, is daily to viſit each man. Some men will. re- 
quire to be viſited, perhaps, oftener in the day. How- 
ever, Major Browne will permit any man having a ſore 


hand, or any trifling complaint of that kind, to attend 


the Surgeon at the Hoſpital. Men having fore legs, 
though in Barracks or Quarters, are on no account to 
ſtir out of their rooms, but to be dreſſed in their own 


Quarters each day by the Surgeon. 9 
Major Brawne now hopes he will have no further oc- 
caſion to mention any 2 about the Sick; but he will 


enforce, if neceſlary, the ſtricteſt attention to them; it 
is the firſt care of every Commanding Officer, and every 
man of humanity. = : | ; 


1/2 February, 178 
The Seijeant of the Hoſpital wall bs a Br chat 
the following Orders are ſtrictly complied with: There 
will always be two pair of ſheets provided for each bed 
in the Hoſpital ; and, whenever a Soldier is diſmifled 
from the Hoſpital, his bedding to be well aired, and his 


ſheets ſent to the waſh, Every Soldier ſent to the Hoſ- 
pital always to have a clean pair of ſheets provided for 


him.— The Serjeant of the l1ofpital will therefore take 
care, and have two or three pair of ſheets conſtantly well 


- aired, to be ready to put on the bed the inſtant the Sol- 


dier is ſent to the Holipital, This will prevent a prac- 
tice that has prevailed for ſome time in the Regiment, 
of ſending a man in the Venereal, into a bed, and dirty 
ſheets, that a man, perhaps, in a fever has juſt left, 


16th February, 1784. 
The Surgeon and his Mate are never to leave the 
Barracks at the fame time, without leave from tne Com- 


manding Officer, and even then, are always to leave 


their direction at the Orderly Room. 


. 27th Nine 1586. 


Whenever any man is diſmiſſed from the Hoſpital, 
or Infirmary, he is not to be put on Guard for one 
week, from the date he is diſmiſſed. 


Officers, commanding Companies, will order thoſe 


men the Surgeon has reported having the Scurvy, to be 


provided with freſh meat, vegetables, and white wine 
vinegar ; if this diet is obſerved a ſhort time, the men 
will ſoon recover; but any ſalt meat is abſolute poiſon. 


Major Browne is confident, Officers will give the proper 


Orders, that this may be complied with, 


— 


Barbadoes. Fame Tranſport Carliſle Bay, 
34 of June, 1785. nts” 


Major Browne has now to caution the men againſt 


the new rum, or drinking to exceſs, which is ever fatal 
in this country. Should this caution not be ſufficient, 


ſeverity will be made uſe of, if neceſlaty. | 
He hopes the Regiment will avoid the ſhame and diſ- 
grace attending puniſhment. - Lenity, alone, he would 
wiſh to command by; at the ſame time he will ever be 
decided in enforcing (if neceſſary) diſcipline and ſubor- 


11th : ne, 1785, 

Major Brotone has:not 1 — the Sick; 
Surgeon Dillon's character makes it unneceſſary. Should 
he judge any Orders neceſſary to the Corporal, Nurſe, 
or Men, of the Hoſpital, he will be kind enough to 

8 
cordingly. 

Major Browne makes no doubt the Women and Chil- 
dren will not be permitted to make any dirt in the 
rooms. Should he find æny occaſioned by them, he will 
order them qut of the Barracks. Cleanlineſs is always 
conducive to-the health and comfort of the Soldier, but 
particularly in this climate. 


arrange them, and the Major will give them out ac- 


14th Tune, 1785. 

Major Browne would never give the Regiment the 
trouble of reading all theſe Qrders, wrote to caution 
the men, were ir not contrary to his nature, or wiſh, to 
command by ſeverity ; but when lenity will not do, ſe- 
verity muſt be made uſe of. | 


gth March,” 1784. 


Conſtitution Hill, Iſland of Barbadoes, 


1 1 
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N 2% of Fune, 1785. 
In conſequence of _—_ Dillin's ſerious repreſenta- 
tion to Major Browne, of the danger attending the men's 


healths, ſhould they be employed on any fatiguing duty 


during the hours of ſeven in the morning, and five in 
the afternoon, the Commanding Officer therefore Or- 
ders, that no Non-commiſſioned Officer, or Soldier, 
on uny pretence whatever, is allowed to paſs out, or to 
his Barracks, during thoſe hours. This to be con- 
ſidered as a Standing Order, while we remain in this 
climate, 5 5 


ö ; ' ' th uly, 1 85, 
. © Commanding Officers of — Mo fo kind 
as to give ina Return of ſuch Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, of their Companies, as have not had the Small 
Pox—Dr. Dillon having repreſented to the Commanding 
Officer, the fatal conſequences attending the Small Pox 
in this climate, if not prevented by inoculation. 


1 4th of Auguſt, 1785. 

Major Browne feels much ſatisfaction at the reſult of 
the Court of Enquiry, held yeſterday on Quarter Maſter 
_ . Griffin, as it has 4 ſo fully to prove ce injuſtice of 
the reports and ſurmiſes, from which only this Enquiry 
was ordered, as well as to manifeſt to the Regiment, 
Major Browne's firm deciſion, in having the moſt impar- 
tial juſtice adminiſtered to every individual under his 
command, | | 


| 26th of September, 1785. 
The Articles of War to be read to the different Com- 
-panies the firſt Sunday in every month. And on every 
Sunday evening, ſuch Regimental Orders as appear 
. molt neceſſary, which the Adjutant, or Commanding 
Officer at the Poſt, will judge of, 3 


22d October, 1785. 
No Soldier of the Regiment is ever to be ſent on 
meſſages any diſtance from their Quarters in theſe 
Iſlands— black negroes being allowed tor that purpoſe, 


St. Fohn's, Ifland of Antigua, 11 Nov. 1785. 


No Soldier, on any pretence whatever, to leave the 


Barracks, without a pals, in writing, from a Captain 


of the Regiment. 


5 2nd if November, 1785. 

Quarter Maſter Griffin will apply to the Commiſſary 
for a large caſk, to mix the rum each day, which is al- 
ways to have three waters. This the Quarter Maſter 
muſt never negle&; the lives of the Soldiers, and the 
character of the Kegiment, materially depending on 
the ſtrict obſervance of this Order. Each Company to 
attend at half after twelve o'clock, and receive their 
Grog, in preſence of the Officer of the Guard, and 
Orderly Serjeant. 55 


* 


THE COURT having ruled it improper for 
them to enter into the Circumſtance of the 
Robbery, refuſed to hear any Evidence to that 
Point.—The following Deros1TIoNs are 
therefore inſerted. 

County of the City 7 ROBERT BRADSHAW, late 


Dublin, to wit, Private Soldier in the 67th Regi- 
ment of Foot, but now of the City of Dublin, came 


this day before me, and made Oath on the Holy Evan- . 


geliſts, That he, this Deponent, at ſeveral times, was in 
company with Thomas Edwards, Private Soldier in ſaid 
Regiment, and then Servant to Major Browne of ſaid 
Regiment ; and faith that he, this Deponent, about 
the beginning of the year 1785, was preſent when ſaid 
Edwards gave a Silver Hil 
Boots, to Thomas Upton, a Penſioner, and requeſted he 
would fel] them for ſaid Edwards's own uſe ; Deponent 
faith, at the ſame time, he ſaw him ſell a large Military 
Book, and two Pair of Officer's Gaters, for three ſhil- 
lings and ſixpence; and Deponent ſaith, in ſome 
ſhort time after, being in ſaid Edwards's company at a 
public houſe in Church-/treet, a Woman (who Deponent 
believes ſaid Edwards had in keeping) came in, drefled 
in a genteel manner, much ſuperior than ſaid Edward's, 
as a ſervant, could afford; and demanded of ſaid Ed- 
wards money to buy tea and ſugar ; at which time ſaid 
Edwards took out of his pocket thirty guineas, and de- 

elared he had no ſilver, and threw her one guinea; and 
| ys | | 


ted Sword, and a Pair of 


9 


— 


— 


Sworn before me, this 19th 


for ſaid County 


- amongſt them; this 


115 


on her going away, Deponent afked ſaid Edwards, how 
he had got ſo much money? ſaid Edwards told Deponent, 
his Maſter was a very good one, and gave him an un- 


limited credit on his Agent; and this Deponent further 


faith, that on talking to ſaid Thomas Upton's Wife, 
about ſaid Edwards having ſo much money, ſhe told 
this Deponent, ſhe had, at frequent times, at the in- 
ſtance and requeſt of ſaid Zdwards, fold articles to 
a large amount; and this Deponent faith, that walk- 
ing with ſaid Edwards from the Barrack, he ſaw him 
take out a Purſe with three Gold Rings on it, and on 
his going into a ſhop on the Gravel Walk, he defired De- 
ponent would wait for his coming out, and that. he 
would treat Deponent to ſome liquor; and upon ſaid 
Edwards returning, Deponent aſked: him what he was 
doing there ? he ſaid he was diſpoſing of Two Gold 
Rings; and this Deponent ſaith, he is convinced and 
believes, that all the foregoing articles were the property 
of ſaid Major Browne, (his Maſter) as Deponent has 
ſince heard, and believes, ſaid Edwards had robbed his 

ſaid Maſter of different articles, | = 


Sworn before me this 21ſt 
Day of May, 1787, 
ISAAC ESPINASSE. 


County of the City of} JAMES PRICE, late Private 
Dublin, to wit, 0 

Foot, but now of the City of Dublin 
this day, and made Oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, 
That, early in the year 1785, he was frequently in 
company with Thomas Edwards, Private Soldier in the 
ſaid 67th Regiment, and then Servant. to Major Browne, 
of ſaid Regiment ; at which time he obſerved he had mare 
money than is uſual for a Servant, in his line, to have; 
and Deponent faith, that ſaid Edwards always treated 
Deponent to liquor, &c. as well as many others; and 
that one day, in particular, when Deponent was drink- 
ing with him in Barrack-Areet, he ſaw ſaid Edwards 
take four Elegant Mounted Razors, and a Silver 
Bladed Knife, out of his pocket, and gave them to dif- 
ferent perſons, then ſitting drinking in company with 
him; which ſeveral articles Deponent ſince heard, and 
verily believes, were the property of the ſaid Major 
Browne, and that they were ſtolen from him by ſaid 
Edwards ; and Deponent ſaith, he ſoon after heard that 
ſaid Edwards had robbed his Maſter of all the property 
and effects he had under his care, and deſerted imme- 
diately afterwards; and Deponent makes this Affidavit, 
at the requeſt'of Thomas Kirkman, 


| RT. BRADSHAW. 


D May, 1787, 
wes 


Borough of Caſtlebar, and) By the Rev. Thomas Elliſon, 
County of Mayo, to wit. J Portrieve of the ſaid Bo- 
rough, and one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
; this day came before me, THOMAS 
CARROLL, and made Oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, 
That he is now, and hath been for theſe four years laſt 

aſſed, and upwards, Coachman to the Honourable 
Soo Browne ; that during the abſence of Fohn Browne, 
Eſq. Major of the 67th Regiment, in England, and 
ſom time before the ſaid Regiment laſt embarked for the 
We/t- Indies, as he was returning from Smithfield Market, 
where he had been buying Hay and Straw, for his Maſter, 
he met Thomas Edwards, a Private of the 67th Regiment, 
(as this Deponent underſtood) and who acted as Servant 
to the ſaid Major, going down Sackville-flreet, as if from 


JAMES PRICE. 


his Maſter's Houſe, and carrying on his back a Box, 


about three feet long, and. under his arm, or in his 
hand, a Bundle, which he thinks was a Portmanteau, 


or Valiſe; That, having aſked ſaid Edwards, whither 


he was going with thoſe things? the ſaid Edwards an- 
ſwered, that he was going to ſend them to England, they 
being the property of William Mills; which Mills, this 
Deponent underftood to be a Servant to the ſaid Major, 
and then in England with his Maſter; that ſaid Edwards 
invited this Deponent to drink with him; and on his re- 
fuſal, ſaid Edwards produced out of his pocket a parcel 
of coin, to the amount of eighteen or twenty pieces, 
which he ſuppoſed to be filver, but did not obſerve them 
ſufficiently to diſtinguiſh whether there was any gold 

— never ſaw ſaid Edwards 
after this time, or heard that he ever after returned to 
the houſe of ſaid James Browne ; and further ſaith not. 


Sworn before me at Caſilebar, | | 
the 24th Day of June, 77,6 THOsS. CARROLL; 
T. ELLISON, Portrieve, ] e 


Borough 


Soldier in the 67th Regiment of 
came before me 
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Borough of Caſtlebar, 177 By the Rev. Thomas Elliſan, 
"County of Mayo, te wit. Portrieve of the ſaid Borough, 


and one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for ſaid 


County; This day came before me, EDWARD IAR- 


DON, and made oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, That he 


is now, and hath been for five years paſt, and upwards, 
in the ſervice of the Hon. James Broume, as his Footman; 
that ſome months before the 67th Regiment embarked 
laſt from this kingdom for the Veſi-Indies, John Browne, 
Eſq. Major of the laid Regiment, went to England, having 
left in the houſe of the ſaid Fames Browne, in Sackville- 
Areet, in Dublin, and in a certain room in ſaid houſe, a 
number of valuable atticles, as this Deponent underſtood, 
by the report of the ſervants ; but particularly of Mar- 
garet Geraghty, Houſe-keeper of the ſaid Fames Browne, 
the key of which room was, this Deponent underſtood, 
to be in the charge of Thomas Edwards, a Private in ſaid 
Regiment, as this Deponent was informed ; and Servant 


co the ſaid John Browne. That ſome time after the ſaid 


Major's departure for England, this Deponent ſaw the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards, more times than one, bring out of 
the ſaid houſe a knapſack, ſeemingly full; and having 
aſked ſaid Edwards what it contained ? was by him an- 


fwered, that they were his Maſter's Linen, which he was 


carrying to the waſh ; that at one time, during the ſaid 
Major's abſence in England, this Deponent accompanied 
to an alehouſe the ſaid T homas Edwards, who there produc- 
ed out of his pocketa parcel of caſh, conſiſting of ſilver, 
intermixed with ſome pieces of gold; that ſaid Edwards. 


went away ſometime before the ſaid Major's return from 


England, (having firſt fixed a padlock to the door of ſaid 
room) and ſaid he was going to England to his Maſter, who 
had wrote for him ; but Deponent, ſome time after, was 
informed, that ſaid Edwards did not go tohis Maſter, but 
was apprehended at Corke, on ſuſpicion of robbing him ; 
that ſoon after the ſaid Major's return from England to 
Dublin, this Deponent being informed that the ſaid room 
had been robbed of many valuable articles, gave informa- 
tion of what he had ſeen, as before related, to the ſaid 


Major —and further ſaith not. 


Sworn before me, at Caſtlebar, ; 
the 24th day of June, 1787, EDWD. JARDON. 
T. ELLISON, Portrieve. 


County of the City of { MARGARET GERAGHTY, 
Dublin, to wit. ſ of the City of Dublin, Houſe-keeper 
to the Honourable Fames Browne, of the ſaid City, came 


this day before me, and made oath on the Holy Evange- 
liſts, and ſaith, She knows John Browne, Eſq. for ſeve- 


ral years paſt, Major of the 67th Regiment of Foot, and 
recollects that the ſaid John Browne had in his ſervice a 
man of the name of Thomas Edwards, who was a Private 
in the ſaid Regiment, as Deponent believes, and who at- 
tended ſaid Jahn Browne as a Servant, and lived with him 
about four years ago, for the ſpace of one year, or there- 


abouts ;—and Deponent ſays, She recollects, and is fully 
convinced in her conſcience, that the ſaid Major Browne, 


from the partiality and favourable opinion he conceived 
of the ſaid Thomas Edwards, that he committed the entire 
care of his trunks, and apartments in which ſaid trunks 
were, in the houſe of the ſaid Honourable Fames Browne, 
in Dublin, to him the ſaid Edwards ;—Deponent ſays, 


the ſaid John Browne having gone to Bath, to ſee his Mo- 
ther, as Deponent is informed and believes, he left the - 


ſaid Thomas Edwards in the care of his ſaid trunks, and 
apartments. And Deponent ſays, She heard that the ſaid 

John Browne, after he arrived at Bath, wrote over, that 
the ſaid Edwards ſhould go over to him to Bath, which 
letter, ſaid Edwards ſhewed to Laurence Geraghty, Depo- 
nent's Huſband, the ſaid Edwards not knowing how to 
read, as Deponent believes; and Deponent ſays, that 
the ſaid Thomas Edwards, as this Deponent is informed, 
and believes, did not go to his ſaid Maſter, in conſe- 
quence of his ſaid letter; and on the ſaid Jahn Browne's 


return to this kingdom, he, the ſaid John Browne, miſled - 


ſeveral articles of conſiderable value, which were taken 
out of the ſaid apartments;—and Deponent ſays, upon 
his ſo diſcovering ſaid ys he had the ſaid Tho- 
mas Edwards advertiſed, and offered a reward of Twenty 
Guineas, as Deponent beſt recollects, for apprehending 
him —Deponent fays, that although the ſaid John 


£rowne had another ſervant of the name of Mills, who, 
. Deponent is convinced is an honeſt man, from his gene- 


ral character and good conduct; yet, notwithſtanding, 
the ſaid Jam Browne's partiality for the ſaid Thomas Ed 


dards was fuch, that he committed the whole care of his 


property to the ſaid Thomas Edwards, in excluſiun of any 
intercourſe therewith, or management thereof, by the 
ſaid Mills. Deponent ſays, She is informed that the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards gave out, that he had delivered to 


this Deponent, the keys of the apartment wherein the | 


ſaid John: Browne's trunks were, previous to his, the ſaid 
Edwards's departure ;—whereas Deponent ſays, the ſaid 


Thomas Edwards carried off with him the ſaid keys; and 


poſitively denies his having ever delivered to her any key, 
or keys, whatever; and is convinced in her conſcience,” 
that the Robbery, committed againſt the ſaid + John 
Brawne, has been committed ſolely by the ſaid Thomas 
Edwards ; and that no perſon but him had, or could hive 
had, any intercourſe with the ſaid apartments, in tke Ab- 
fence of the ſaid Major Browne, but the faid-Thomas EA- 
wards ;—And Deponent ſays, the ſaid Mills was the pes- 
ſon who attended the ſaid Major Browne to Bath, A 
that in the ſaid Millis abſence, the ſaid Edwards had alſo 
taken a conſiderable part of ſaid Mills property, which 
lay in a ſtore-room in ſaid houſe, as Deponent be- 
lieves; and that theCoachman of the ſaid James Bratt, 
as Deponent was informed and believes, met the. ſaid 
Edwards coming out of the houſe, with a cheſt, or box, 
in his poſſeſſion, and which afterwards appeared to be the 


property of the ſaid Mills ;—and Deponent ſays, She 


makes this Affidavit at the inſtance of Ignatius Browne, 
of the City of Dublin, Gentleman.  «\, *©- 


> ," Slew -- | , 
MARGARET »« GERAGHTY. 
| Mark | 


Sworn before me, this 29th day of June, 1787, 


R. MONCRIEFFE. | 
Truly read to the ſaid Deponent, by me, 
GERALD FITZGERALD. 


1 The Depoſition of WILLIAM MILLS, 
to toit. Servant to, and living with, the Rev. 
Robert Truell, of Gearge-flrect, Hanover-ſquare, in the 
County of Middleſex, taken before me, William Hyde, 
Eſq. one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, in and 
for the ſaid County of Middleſex. e 

Perſonally appeared before me, WILLIAM MILLS, 
ſervant to, and living with, the Rev. Mr. Robert Truell, 


of Georges ſireet, in the county of Middleſex, who being 


duly ſworn upon the Holy Evangeliſts of Almighty 
God, maketh oath, and faith, That on or about the 


| 24th day of May, 1784, he went to live and reſide with 


Major John Browne, of his Majeſty's 67th (or Southamp= 
tonſhire) Regiment of Foot, then on Dublin duty, in 
the Kingdom of Jreland, in the capacity of his Own (+ Hay 


That at the time this Deponent ſo went to live and 
reſide with the ſaid Major Browne, Thomas Edwards, a 


Private Soldier in the ſaid Regiment, acted as a kind 
of Servant to the Major, who had alſo, beſides this 
Deponent, another Servant, as Groom. 
'T hat ſoon after this Deponent ſo went to live and 
reſide with Major Browne,. and during the time he ſo 
lived and reſided with him, until the- time hereinafter 
mentioned, he hath. frequently heard the ſaid Major 
Browne ſpeak of the diligence, attention, honeſty, and 
integrity of the ſaid Thomas Edwards, in the higheſt 
terms of approbation. Rd; | 
That ſoon after this Deponent ſo went to live and 
reſide with the ſaid Majer Browne, the Major went on 
a viſu to Lord Altamont, at Maſi-Pert, in the county of 
Mayo, and that this Deponent, and his Groom, at“ 
tended him upon ſuch viſit; and that the Major, before 
he left Dublin, left the ſaid Thomas Edwards in care of 
his baggage, at the Honourable the Prime Serjeant's, 
in Sackwille-ftreet, Dublin; — That while the Major and 
this Deponent were in the country, this Deponent had 
the happineſs to be commended for his behaviour by 


his ſaid Maſter, and who took occaſion to deſire this 
Deponent, in caſe he thould want any cloaths, not to 


buy any in the country, but to diſpenſe with thoſe he 


had got, as he, the Major, had got forty or fifty pounds 
worth of cloaths that were of no ule to him, and that 


when he went to Dublin, he would give them to this 
Deponent ;—and tnis Deponent ſaith, that his ſaid 
Maſter returned to Dublin, in or about the month of 
October 1784, and, agreeable to his promiſe, made this 
Deponent a preſent of a great many very good cloaths, 


of different ſorts ;—and this Deponent faith, that his 
ſaid Maſter did, at the ſame time, give the ſaid Thomas 


Edwards ſome wearing apparel, telling him at the ſame. 
time, that for his honeſty and fidelity he was deſerving 
of them, being as honeſt a man as ever he met. | 
That Deponent, a few days after returning to Dub- 
lin, mentioned his diſlike to the ſaid Major Browne, of 
Edwards having acceſs to the Major's room, at all hours; 


a large ſum of 1 being looſe in one of the Major's 


trunks; but the Major replied, he would be ſecurity 
for Edwards's honeſty to any amount whatever, and to 

be under no apprehenſions. 
That his ſaid Maſter did ſhortly after depart for 
England, and go to Bath; and, that on his departure for 
4 England, 
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: England, he left the ſaid Thomas Edwards in care of his 
baggage, ſtored in a room at the Prime Serjeant's houſe, 


having previouſly locked up the keys of his trinks into 


one of them, and left the key of the room with the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards, telling this Deponent, he had no 
doubt of, and would go any ſum bail, for his honeſty ; 
and that if the Regiment ſhould be reduced, that he 
© Muſt come to England, and bring whatſoever things he 
ſhould deſire him ;—and this Deponent ſaith, that hear- 
ing his ſaid Maſter ſpeak in highly in the praiſe of the 
faid Thomas Edwards, this Deponent was induced to 
leave, and did leave, the produce of ten years honeſt in- 
duſtry 8 in the whole, in apparel, to the 
value of fifty pounds at the leaſt) in the care of the ſaid 
Thamas Edwards. | . | 

That his ſaid Maſter being ordered from Bath to join 
bis Regiment, ahd to embark for the Z/2/?- Indies, they 
arrived in Dublin, and upon going to the Prime Ser- 
jeant's houſe, and enquiring for the ſaid Thomas Edwards, 
be was informed by the Prime Serjeant's Houſe-keeper, 


that he had been miſſing ſome time ;—and this Depo- | 


nent ſaith, that he was informed by the Prime Serjeant's 
fervants, that the ſaid Thomas Edwards had often carried 
out of the houſe his knapſack full of things, but what the 
contents were they could not tell; but that on his being 
queſtioned about what it was he was taking out of the 
houſe ſo often, he declared, that it was his Maſter's 
eloaths, which he was taking to the Barracks to ſun 
and air; and that this Deponent, on conſidering all the 
tircumfiances of the caſe, thought the conduct of the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards very ſuſpicious ; and, therefore, this 
Deponent begged the Honourable Dennis Browne's man 
to go up ſtairs with him, to ſee how the door of the room, 
where the baggage was locked up when his Maſter went 
to England, was ſituate; and they accordingly went up 
and found the padlock on the outſide, apparently 
locked, and in the ſame ſituation as it was when put 
on by this Deponent, by the deſire of his ſaid Maſter, 
for keeping the property depoſited in the ſaid room, 
more ſecure, (the key whereof, as alſo of the ſtock- 
lock on the door of the ſaid room, this Deponent, by 
the deſire of his ſaid Maſter, left with the ſaid Thomas 
'Edwards, previous to their departure for England,). but, 
on trying the lock, this Deponent found it unlocked ; 
and on taking off the haſp, he found the room door un- 
Jocked ; he thereupon entered the room, went to his 
trunk, and found it had been broke open, and every 
article which he left in it, gone; and upon this Depo- 
nent's looking into a trunk for the key of a large cheſt, 
Which ſaid Edwards ſaw Deponent leave in it, Deponent 
found the key in the trunk, but, on opening the cheſt, 
he found it entirely ſtripped of every thing Deponent 
left in it; whereupon Deponent went down ſtairs and 
told his Maſter what had happened; and upon looking 
over the diffcrent trunks, many other articles of ap- 


pare], table linen, and ſheeting, of great value in the 


whole, were diſcovered to be gone ;—and this Deponent 

faith, that he then did, and ſtill doth, verily believe, 

that the ſaid Themas Edwards was the perſon who ſtole 

the whole of the ſaid property; no other perſon having 

any concern with the room but the ſaid Edwards. 

Sworn * me, at my Office, 

in St. Martin's-ſtreet, this 29th M 

day of October, 1787, 1 Ws MILLS. 
VMM. HYDE. 


* 


CONTINUATION of Major Brown's Trial, 
upon the Charge preferred againſt him by 
Captain Hedges. | TY: 


WEDNESDAY, 26th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 
Tux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment ; 8 


MAJOR BROWNE, after having opened the na- 
ture and ſcope of his Defence, called upon 


© LIEUTENANT MICHAEL GREENE, of the 
b G7th Regiment, who was ſworn and examined. | 


Q. Did Colonel Croſhie command the 67th Regiment, 
till the 17th April 1 785. the day on which they ſailed 
from Corte harbour? 8 

A. Until their embarkation for the Ye/i- Indies ;— 
He underſtood that Colonel Croſbie's command then 
"ceaſed. | N 
Qi. Did he ſee any Order given out by Colonel Croſbie, 
during the time the Regiment remained on board the 


Tranſports in Corse harbour? - | Re 


A. He does not recollect any ſuch to have beeri given | 
out. | | SS TS 
Two Orders being pointed out to the Witneſs, in the 
A Orderly Book, . which. appear to have been. 
Orders from Colonel Croſbie, the one dated the 4th of April, 


and the other dated the 12th of April, 1 7 5 ;—he recol- 
z 


lected thoſe Orders to. have been iſſue 
wele read, as follow 


| COLONEL CROSBIE's ORDERS. 
ende Harbour, 4th of April, 1785. 
In order that the Tranſports may ſail on Thurſday 


and the ſame 


„ morning; (wind permitting), it is Colonel Crosbiꝰs 


«© Orders, that all Officers and Men, of the 66th and 


66 67th Regiments, be on board on Wedneſday even- 
ing, the 6th inſtant. 


„ Regiment, that Government permits only fix women 
« per ge to embark; but the Colonel, being de- 
& firous of indulging every deſerving Soldier, and the 
„Officers having offered their aſſiſtance to maintain 
<<. them on the voyage, the Men who have boys, who 
© are lately put on the ſtrength, muſt contribute to their 
© ſupport, and therefore twelve women, and no more, 
cc * Company, will be allowed to continue on board. 
he Captains, and Officers commanding Companies, 
dare immediately to fix on the deſerving honeſt wo- 
* men, and turn thoſe of the worſt characters (who - 
*© may be above the aforeſaid number) on ſhore. ; 
Lieutenant Greene is appointed to Captain Graves's 
Company; and Lieutenant Butler, to Captain Fitter's 


& It has been already communicated to the 67th 


% Company, during the voyage.“ 


= ORDERS: AR 
Cove, 12th of April, 1785. PaRoLE Pirr. 


Colonel Crosbie having obtained leave of abſence; 


“ is extremely happy to have it in his power, before he 
„ reſigns his Command, to communicate to the 66th 
“and 67th Regiments, the approbation and thanks of 

© the Commander in Chief, for the very honourable 
manner thoſe Regiments have left this Country, and 
the ſpirit, good order, and chearfulneſs with which 
they embarked ; of which he will make a favourable 
report to the King. The Colonel ſincerely wiſhes 
< them a happy voyage, and ſafe return to their native 
„country.“ | 0 


„ 


n 


Qi. (To Lieutenant Greene) If any Soldier had la- 
boured under Cruelty or Oppreſſion, had he it in his 


power, at any time antecedent to the 12th of April, the 


date of the Order laſt read, to make his complaint to 


| Colonel Crosbie 2 , 


A. Colonel Crasbie came on board the veſſel in which 
the Witneſs was, before they ſailed, and, he underſtood, - 
wegt from thence on board the Fame Tranſport, in 


which Edwards was ;—he remembers many men ſpeak- 


ing to Colonel Crosbie about eloathing. e cannot aſ- 
certain on what day he came on board. "> 
Q. Did the two Regiments, the 66th and 64th, ſail 
to Barbadoes in company, under the command of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Bowyer ® © Þ. 5 
A. They failed in company together from Corke har- 
bour, except that one of the ſhips parted, and arrived at 
Barbadoes ſome days earlier than the reſt, Lieutenant 
Colonel Bowyer commanded ; and the Fame Tranſport 
was in company with the Tranſport in which he failed, 
all the way. 5 
Q. Does he know that Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer dined 


on board the Fame, during the paſſage? 


A. Perfectly well; — Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer and the 


| Witneſs, were in the ſame Tranſport. 


Qi. Did he ever hear Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer, on his 
return, mention any report being made to him, by any 
Officer, or a complaint from any Soldier, relative to any 
Cruelty or Oppreſſion in Major Browne's conduct? | 
A. Not that he recollects. : 
Qi. Did not the Regiment arrive at Barbadaes on the 
29th of May ? A ' 8 
- _ about — o_ ; | | 
. Did Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer remain ſome days - 
at * after the arrival of the Regiment? | ye 
A. He cannot ſay how many days; he ſaw the Lieu 


| tenant Colonel one or two days on ſhore. 


Q: Did he ever come on board the Fame during the 
paſſage? And, if he did, what did he remark relative to 
Edwards ? | ORD, | 

A. He remembers his being a Priſoner, and either 
Chained, or logged; but did not take particular notice 


of him, __ 
H h - 000 
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Q. Did he ever ſee a 


require two men to lift ? 
A. He ſaw a rope about his neck; he did not much 


attend to the thickneſs of it; but it certainly was not 
. of that ſize,” „ 


rope about him, ſuch as would | 


N. B. It appeared afterwards, that Major Browne 
aſked this queſtion of the Witneſs, with a view 
of contradicting Major Sladden's teſtimony, from 
a miſconception of his having deſcribed the rope 

placed about Edwards, to be of a —_ which 
required two mer. to lift it—whereas Major Slad- 
den had only ſpoken of tus men, as aſſiſling Ed- 
wards, when he went off the deck, 


Q. Did he conſider the rope which Edwards wore on 
ſhore, as a mode of torture, or a badge of infamy ? 

A. As a badge of infamy, certainly; the rope was 
quite looſe, | | 

Q. Did he command, and pay Major Browne's Com- 
pany, at Barbadoes? 

A. He did. 

Q. Did he receive any Orders from Major Browne, 
relative to his not ſupplying Edwards with proper neceſ- 
faries ; or not ſettling his accounts regularly, in like 
manner with the accounts of the reſt of the Cimpony ? 
A. To the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne 


told him not to complete Edwards with neceſlaries ; 


but never gave any direction reſpecting his accounts. 

Q. Had Edwards a ſufficient quantity of neceſſaries, 
ſo as to prevent any _ or detriment to. his health ? 
A. The Witneſs did not ſee Edwards's neceſſaries; 
when he inſpected thoſe of the Company, Edwards was 
not in the rank. He believes Edwards muſt have had 
two check ſhirts, as he has frequently ſeen him with a 
clean ſhirt, and therefore cannot but conclude he had 
another in 28 | 

Q: Did he ſee Edwards almoſt daily, during the ſtay 
of the Regiment at Barbadoes ? 

A. He ſaw him frequently. 5 

Q. Did Edwards ever make any complaint to him, 
reſpecting any grievance he ſuſtained? 

A. He did not. 

Q. Did he ever hear that Edwards, or any Officer of 
the Regiment, in his behalf, made application to Gover- 


© nor Parry, whilſt the Regiment was in the Iſland of Bar- 


badoes ? | 
A. Never. 
Q. Or to Major General 
A. Never. 
Q. Did Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, on his arrival at 
Antigua, on Friday the 27th of January, aſſume the 
Chief Command on the Iſland, and give out Garriſon 
Orders? | 
A. He cannot ſay he aſſumed the Chief Command; 
but did give Orders to the Garriſon ; he does not know 
from what date. | 
Q. Was it immediately upon his arrival? 

A. He cannot ſay whether immediately; but ſoon 
after it. 

Q. Did he ever hear of any Officer making a Report, 


Shirley, when in Antigua ? 


or any Soldier making complaint, to Lieutenant Colonel 


Forſter, of Cruelty or Oppreſſion ? 
A. He had heard that Captain Hedges made repre- 
ſentation to Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, or the Court Mar- 
tial, for an arreſt at large; he does not recolle& any 
other. 
Q. Can he recolle& how ſoon it was after Major 
rowne”'s arreſt by the Court Martial, when the Com- 
mand, in conſequence, devolved to Major Sladden, that 
Edwards was releaſed ? 
A. He does not recolle to have ſeen Edwards on the 
Parade whilſt he remained at Antigua. Some time after 
Majer Browne's arreſt, the Witneſs was ordered to St. 
Kits, by Mayor Sladden. It was after the Sentence of the 
Court Martial, on the trial of Captain Hedges, was made 
public, a-fortnight or ten = 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Did he ever know 
Colonel Croſbie interfere with Major Browne's Command, 
after the Regiment was embarked ? | 
A. He has before ſaid, he had conſidered the Com- 
mand as then ceaſing. 


Q. Was it in Edwards's power to go to Colonel Croſbie | 


to complain ? 

A. Colonel Croſbie, as before mentioned, went on 
board the Tranſport in which Edwards was, and the 
Witneſs does not know but he might have gone to Co- 


lone Crosbie; he does not know any thing which impeded 


him. 
Qi. Did he ever 
money? 


give Edwards any neceſſaries, or 
4 ; 


[ 
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A. He never gave Edwards neceſſaries; he thinks he 
gave Serjeant Braſſington ſome money for Edwards, when. 
he gave out money for the other Soldiers; not the en- 
tire ſubſiſtence ; the money was given to enable them to 
pay for waſhing. He had-it not in his power to clear. 
with the Soldiers, as he neither received the accounts, 
nor the abſtracts, till Adjutant Stewart joined the Regi- 


ment at Barbadoes; and the Witneſs was afterwards or- 


| 


dered to Antigua. | . 
Q. Was any diſtinction made between Edwards and 
the other Soldiers, by Major Broume s Orders, with re- 
ſpect to furniſhing him with neceſſaries and pay? 
A. With — there was; but he does not re- 
collect any as to pay. | 
Q. Did not the Witneſs conceive Major Brawne's 
conduct towards Edwards as very improper ? 
A. Certainly. _ . 1 
Q. Does he know of any Officer having remonſtrated 


to Major Browne reſpecting it? | 


A. The Witneſs himſelf ſpoke to Major Browne upon 


it, during his confinement. | 


Q. Did he hear of any one ele remonſtrating to Ma- 
jor Browne upon it? 
A. He heard Surgeon Dillon and Adjutant Stewart both 
ſay they did. | 3 
Q. When he remonſtrated with Major Browne upon 
it, what anſwer did he receive? 

A. Major Browne ſaid, it was no more than Edwar 
merited; or to that effect. 5 | 

Q. As long as he paid the Company, did Edwards 
ever ſign his accounts? 8 

A. He cannot ſay whether he ever did or not, as it 
was the Serjeant of the Company who took the Book to 
the men for their ſigning the accounts? EMS 

Q. Did Major Browne aſſign any reaſon for the di- 
rection which he gave, for not furniſhing Edwards with 
complete neceſſaries? 

A. Major Browne did not aſſign any; but the Wit- 
neſs ſuppoſed the Major thought a check ſhirt ſufficient 
for Pioneer's duty. | | 

Q. What was the ſituation of Edwards when he has 
ſeen him at Barbadoes? | 

A. He has ſeen him in different ſituations, ſometimes 


cooking in the kitchen, ſometimes ſweeping the Fort 


ard. | 
: Q. Might not Edwards have been prevented, through 
fear or ſhame, from making a complaint to him? 

A. He does not imagine it could be through fear, as 
he had never ill-treated the man ; if Edwards was guilt 
- what he was accuſed of, it might have been — 

ame. | | 

Q. Was Edwards taken ſick at Antigua, and ſent to 
the Hoſpital ? ito. | | 8 

A. He does not recollect it; but it might have been 
without his knowledge, : 
Q. Was not Edwards releaſed by order of Major 
Sladden ? | | 

A. He heard ſo; but did not ſee the order. | 

Q. (By the Court) If Edwards had done his duty, as 
a Soldier, would the fatigue have been more or leſs than 
in the duties in which he was employed? 3 

A. The duties in which he was employed, were 


| eaſier than the general duty of a Soldier; the diſgrace 


out of the queſtion. 8 1 

Q. Can he recollect in what part of the ſhip Edwards 
was, when he ſaw him on board the Fame? — Was he 
in a ſituation that might admit of his ſeeing Colonel Croſ= 
bie when he went on board ? * | 

A. Edwards was aft, as the Sailors term it, when the 

Witneſs ſaw him on board the Fame; but that was not 
at the time of Colonel Crosbie being there. 

Q. Was there a round-houſe on board the Fame? 

A. There was not on board any of the T .aniports. 


SERJEANT JOHN ROY, of the 67th Regiment, 
was ſworn and examined ; who depoſed, that he was 
Serjeant of the Guard, at Kinſale, on the night when 
Edwards was made Priſoner, ' One Garraty, a Soldier 
of Major Browne's Company, who was Centinel at the 
Gate, between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, 
brought in Edwards to the Guard-room, and left him in 
Charge, where he remained till the morning. 

Q. Did Colonel Croſbie examine him the next morn- 
ing? And what orders did he give, in conſequence ? 

A. The Witneſs was relieved before Colonel Croſbie 
came to examine Edwards. 

Q: What orders did C:lonel Croſbie give? | 

A. That the Priſoner ſhould be put in irons, and not 
go out of the Guard-room without two Centinels to at- 
tend him. 


Q. Can he recollect at what time this happened? 2 


A. It muſt have been very late in the month of 
March, for it was the laſt Guard he mounted before he 
went Recruiting. | | 

Q. Where was Major Browne at this time ? 
As. He can't ſay ; he was not at Kinſale at the time. 

Q Was Edwards marched a Priſoner, in irons, on 
board the Tranſport ? | 


A. He was not releaſed, conſiſtent with the Witneſs's 


knowledge; nor the orders for his being in irons coun- 
termanded. IE | 
--Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Did Edwards come 
to the Gate of his own accord, or was he brought 
there ? | 
A. The Witneſs cannot poſitively ſay ; but muſt con- 
ceive that Edwards muſt have ſpontaneouſly come to the 
Gate, becauſe Garraty, who was Centinel, could not 
out, 
EQ. What judgment did the Witn' ſs form at the time, 
reſpecting Edwards being a Deſerter, or having had an 
intention to Deſert ? 52 | | 
A. To the beſt of his recolleQion, at this diſtance of 
time, Edwards himſelf acknowledged to have Deſerted ; 
and further ſaid, that.he had no peace of mind, being in 
conſtant danger of being taken up; and aſſigned thoſe 
as the reaſons of his return to the Regiment. | 


Q. (By the Court) What clothes had Edwards on 


when he thus returned to the Regiment ? | 
A, In coloured clothes, and in a deſpicable condition. 


SERJEANT MAJOR AARON BLANCH, of 
the 67th Regiment, was ſworn ; and after acquainting 
the Court that he had been Serjeant Major to the Regi- 
ment between four and five years, and that he was at 
Kinſale when Edwards was made Priſoner, on or about 
the 17th of March 1785, was further examined. 


Q. Who commanded the Regiment at that. time ? 
And what orders were given relative to Edwards ? 

A. Colonel Croſbie commanded ; and gave orders that 
Edwards ſhould be put in handcuffs. 

Q. Was Edwards marched a Priſoner on board the 
Fame Tranſport, on the iſt of April? And who marched 
the Regiment to their embarkation ? | ; 

A. Colonel Croſbie commanded in the march. : 
Q. Has he ſeen Colonel Croſbie on board the Fame 
Tranſport? And how often, previous to the ſailing from 
Corke harbour ? | 

A. He ſaw him on board, he believes, two or three 
times. 

Q: Does he recolle& any order being ſent to Major 
Browne, from Colonel Croſbie, relative to the Band going 
on board the Recovery? | 

A. He does. He believes Colonel Croſbie was to dine 
that day on board the Recovery, with Captain Hedges. 

A Had any orders been previouſly given by Major 
Browne, relative to packing up, and ſecuring the in- 
firuments ? 3 c 
A. There had, two days after Major Browne's em- 
barking on board the Fame. 


Q. At what time did he conſider the Command of 
mental to the health, than the fatigue, or Pioneer duty? 


the Regiment as devolved on Major Browne ? 
A. 1 he day, or the day before, the Tranſports ſailed. 
Q. Did he conſider the rope, ordered to be placed on 
Edwards, for the purpoſe of torturing, or hurting him; 
or as a badge of diſgrace only? LRN. 


A. He looked upon it as intended to diſprace him as 


much as poſſible, in the fight of his Brother Soldiers. 

Q. Did he ever hear of Edwards being benumbed, or 
prevented from walking, from the cold or heat, or from 
the ſituation in which he was placed? 

A. It never was reported to him that Edwards was 
benumbed; and in regard to his being hindered from 
walking, it poſſibly might happen by the rope falling 
down about his legs. | 

. When an awni 
deck, had Edwards the advantage of it? | 
A. He had it in general; and more particularly when 
the Taylors were making the trowſers, —a period of 
about three weeks, or a month. 

Q. What orders were given by Major Browne, rela- 
tive to keeping all the men upon deck? | 

A. The men were ordered up every morning by fix 
o'clock, and remained upon -deck till four in the 
evening. 


Q. Was there any difference, in this reſpect, with re- 


gard to Edwards? 

A. Yes. Edwards was ordered on the quarter-deck 
at ſun-riſc in the morning, and to remain there till ſun- 
ſet, part of the paſſage; he can't ſpeak as to the whole. 


Q. Were not the troops on board the Fame, divided 


ng was put up on the quarter- 
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into three Watches, one of which was upon deek con- 
ſtantly during the night? | 5 

A. Ves, unleſs it rained remarkably hard; in which 
caſe they went down for ſome few moments. Be 

Q. Was Edwards obliged to be on deck during the - 
night? | 

A. He was not. 

Q.: Did he ſee Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer on board, 
during the paſlage ? | 

A. He did: : 

Q. Did he hear of any repreſentation being made to 
him, relative to Edwards ? | 

Never. | ; 
Q. Was he preſent when Major Browne examined 
Edwards on board, in preſence of the Soldiers? 

A. Yes. | 

Q. Did the Soldiers make any, and what, remark ? 

A. He can't particularly recollect. . 

. Did he ever hear the men, during the paſſage, 
ſpeak of Edwards's treatment as cruel, or oppreſſive? 

A. No. He has often heard ſeveral of them ſay, he 
richly deſerved it, if it was true that he had robbed 
Major Browne to the amount of 200l. and of wearing 
apparel, and other articles. | 

Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne give any order 
on board, to prevent Edwards from ſhifting himſelf, or 
from receiving his proviſions regularly, like any other 
Soldier ? | 5 

A. He never heard an order for preventing Edwards 
from ſhifting himſelf; and with reſpect to proviſions, 
Edwards had them like any other Soldier. He was 
called for one day, when between decks, by Major 
Brawne, as ſome of the Non-commiſſioned Officers in- 
formed him, for the purpoſe of having the awning pulled 
off from Edwards; but he did not receive the order 
from Major Browne. | 

Q. Did Major Browne ſay any thing to him, when he 
came upon deck? 8 | 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, Major Browne had 
returned into the cabbin before the Witneſs came up. 

Q: Did Major Browne give him any order relative 
to Edwards, on his arrival at Barbadoes? And what? 

. A. He gave orders that the handcuffs ſhould be taken 
oft from Edwards, and that a log ſhould be put upon his 
leg; and that he ſhould attend all fatigue duties. | 

Q. Was Edwards one of the healthieſt men in the 
Regiment, from the time of their ſailing from Corte 
harbour, till February 1786 ? ; 

A. He never remembers Edwards being reported ſick, 
during the whole time. | 

Q. Does he recolle&t Major Browne's making any re- 
mark to him on a Guard Report, at Barbadoes, in which 
Edwards was returned a Priſoner? 

A. He can't ſay ne does. | 

Q. Did he conſider the duty in which Edwards was 
ordered to be employed, to be meant as diſgraceful; or 
as cruel), or oppreſſive? | 

A. He conſidered them as meant to diſgrace him, 

Q. Was not the duty of a Soldier, in that climate, 
expoſed as they muſt be-to the ſun, much more detri- 


A. He thinks Edwards was better off than any Soldier 
in the Regiment at that time. He had no Parade, or exer- 
Ciſe, ro attend; mounted no Guard; whereas the Com- 
panies, in general, paraded almoſt every morning by day- 
light, for exerciſe; and very often in an afternoon. He 
has alſo to obſerve, that Edwards cooked the men's pro- 
viſions; and that he gained two or three bits a day by 
the fat which came off the meat, | 

This Witneſs having added a circumſtance from 
hearſay, which the Court did not think proper to re- 
ceive, and having mentioned a Corporal, as his autho- 
rity, “ a Witneſs, whom Major Browne intended to 


„ call, and whom he had himſelf ſummoned,” A queſ- 


tion was interpoſed by Major Browne ;j— JI 

Q. Did Major Browne ever in his life ſpeak to him, 
the Witneſs, relative to the matter on which he was to 
be examined ; further than mentioning the Charges on 
which he was to be tried ? IS 

A. Never. | 5 

Q. How ſoon after Major Browne's arreſt by the 
Court Martial, which took place in February 1786, was 
it that Edwards was releaſed ? | 

A. Edwards was ſick ſome time in that month, for 
about fifteen or ſixteen days, and was ordered to the Hoſ- 
pital by the Surgeon of the Regiment, and his log was 


taken off; after being diſmiſſed from the Hoſpital, he 


was ordered to his Barrack-room, and there lodged and 
dicted, equally as comfortable as his Brother Soldiers; 
and was releaſed the beginning of March. ab 

5 | - . Does 
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Q. Does be recolle& whether Edwards was releaſed 
before the Sentence of the Court Martial was publiſhed ? 
A. Edwards was never confined after his being diſ- 


miſſed from the Hoſpital. 


Qi Does he recotle& whether Ediuardi's firſt doing 


duty as a Soldier, and attending the Parades, at Antigna, 
was before, or after, the Sentence of the Court Martial 
was made public | | 
A. He cannot be poſitive. | 8 
Q. What orders ſubſiſted, reſpecting the reſt of the 
Soldiers, with 
Barracks? | 
A They had orders never to leave the Barracks 


without a written paſs. 


Q. Did Lieutenant Colonel Forfler aſſume the Com- 


mand of the Garriſon, on his arrival at Antigua? 

A. He does not recolle& he did; but often received 
orders from the Governor, and ſent them up to Major 
Kladden, about the time of the late Court Martial fit- 


ting. 
& Did he ever hear of any repreſentation being 


made to Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, by Edwards ; or by 


any other perſon in his favour? | 
g Never. | | 

Q.: When Major Browne failed for Europe, on the 
24th of March, 1786, did he ever hear it mentioned in 
the Regiment, that Edwards had made a repreſentation 
of his Triage to any Officer ? 

A. Never. 3 
Q. When he was ſummoned as a Witneſs, and failed 
for Europe, (about the 25th, or 26th of July, 1786,) 
had it tranfpired that Edwards had preferred any 
Charge, or repreſentation, againſt Major Browne ? 

A. He never heard any thing of the kind, 

Q. Did he ever hear after Major Browne's leaving 
Antigua, any murmur in the Regiment reſpe&ing his 
freatment of Edwards ? | 
A. Never. | 

Q. Did he hear, at any time before the 25th of July, 
1786, that Edwards intended to prefer a Complaint 

- againſt Major Browne ? 
A. Never. 


journed till the morrow morning at ten o'clock. 
THURSDAY, 27th SEPTEMBER, 1787. 


Fux Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 


LIEUTENANT EDWARD HEARD, who ſailed 


on board the Fame Tranſport, with Major Browne, 
was an Enſign in his Company, and continued with the 


Regiment both in Barbadoes and in Antigua, was ſworn 


and examined. 


Q. Did he conſider the treatment which Edwards re- 
ccived on board the Tranſport, at Barbadees, and Anti- 
va, meant as marks of diſgrace only, or as cruel and 
Oe ? | | 
A. Only as marks of _ f | 
Qi. Did he ever hear Major Browne declare, at any 
2 that he would make Edwards go down upon his 
nces, and pray of him to ſhoot him; or jump over- 
board ? 8 
A. He never did. f 
Qi. Did he ever hear any Officers, and whom, on 


board the Tranſport declare, that they thought Edwards 


only treated as he deſerved? 

A. He heard Major Sladden fay—if Ed:vards was 
guilty of the robbery, the treatment he had received was 
no more than he merited. 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Does he recolle& a 


rope to have been put round the neck cf Thomas Ed- 


afſed round his body, and down to his legs ? 


wards, | 
e recollects a rope being upon Edwards, which 


A. 


hung behind his back, but was not paſſed round his 


body. 

: 0. Does he reeollect this rope being removed, and a 
larger put on him? 

A. He does not. a 

Qi. Does he recollect handcuffs on him ? 

He does not fecollect it he remembers a log 
upon him; he had handcuffs on when he was a Priſoner 
on board; he does not recollect ever having afterwards 
ſeen him with handcuffs ;—he ſpcaks of the rope and 

Jog, as above deſcribed, when on board, 
Qt. Does he recollect labels affixed to Edwards's back 
and breaſt, with the words, „ Thief and Robber,” 
Wiitten onthem? N : 
A. Herecollii&s ſuch labels aſſixed to his back, but 
not to his breaſt, | 5 


* 


regard to their being confined to the 


It being ve y near the hour of three, the Court ad- | 
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* 


i 
. clemency of the weather ? 


4 


Q. Was he kept upon deck from ſun-riſe to ſun-ſet ? 
A. He was. ö | 

Q. Was he permitted to go down even from the in- 
A. He does not know whether Edwards was permit- 

ted to go down or not, at thoſe times; he has obſerved 


him almoſt conſtantly upon deck, but he was under an 
awning, which protected him from the weather: no 
rain could get through the awning. The awning reach- 


. 


ed from one end of the quarter-deck to the other. | 
Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne uſe any oaths, or 


' Improper language, to Edwards, on board the Tranſport ? 


| 


—__ 


| 


Raſcal, or Scoundrel ? 


board, 


Regiment ? 


A. He heard Major Browne tell Edwards, as ſoon as 
he got to Barbadoes, he would have him hatiged—if'he 
did not own the robbery ;—never heard him uſe arr oath” 
upon the occaſion, ts He Hp | 

Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne call Edwards a 

A. He does not recollect he ever did. NN 855 

Q: Did he ever obſerve Edwards to be aſſiſted by tw& 
men off the quarter- deck, when either going down, or 
to the neceſfary ? | 

A. He never did; on the contrary, he has ſeen him 
walk from the quarter-deck to the neceſſary at the head 


| of the ſhip, of bimſelf. 


Q. Was not this in the latter 
when the rope was taken off him ? 
A. He means through the whole of the voyage; he 
does not recollect the circumſtance of the rope having 
been taken off him, | | 
Q. Does he recolle& Edwards to have had a log and 
chain on him, in Barbadoes ? 
A. He does. 1 
Q. Does he recollect the fame in Autigun? 
A. Yes. | 
Qi Did he think Major Browne's conduct to Edwards 
c | 
A. He thinks his confining Edwards ſo long was ille- 
gal; but as to the puniſhment, according to what he 
heard from Major Browne of his having robbed him, he 
deferved it, | | 
Q. Did he ever remonſtrate, or know of any Officer 


part of the voyage, 


in the Regiment having remonſtrated, to Major Browne, 


in favour of Edwards ? 

A. He never did himſelf ; he has heard of remon- 
ſtrances made to Major Browne, by Adjutant Stewart and 
Surgeon Dillon, in Barbadoes and Antigua, but not on 

Q. Was not Edwards obliged to do every duty of 
fatigue and dirty work? _ : 

A. He was obliged to ſweep the Barracks in the 
enter veg and to attend the Taylors during the reſt of 
the day. 5 | | 

Q. By deſire of Major Browne) Has he been often 
at Captain Hedges's Quarters in Barbadoes, and in com- 
pany with him at Autigua? | . 
- Bs X'S 

Q. Did he ever hear Captain Hedges mention, in his 
company, any diſtrets at Major Brewne's Cruelty or 
Oppreſſion towards Edwards? | 

A. He never did. ; . 
Q. Bid he know for what crime Edwards was mareh- 
ed Priſoner on board, and handcuffed ? 

A. It was underſtood to be on a Charge of having 
robbed his Maſter ; and alſo for Deſertion. | 

Q. (By the Court) Does he know whether the caſe 
of Edwards was generally known to the Officers of the 


A. He 
it. 

Q. Does he apprehend that 
crucl, or hard treatment? 

A. He has no reaſon to ſuppoſe they did. | 

Q. Had they thought ſo, does he know any thing 
which might have prevented their applying either to 


believes every Officer in the Regiment knew 


they looked upon it as a 


Major Browne, or to the Commanders in Chief, in the 


reſpective Iſlands, for relief? 

A. He ſaw no interruption.” | 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Did Captain Hedges 
ſail on board the Fame Tranſport, with Major Browne ? 
A. He did not. | | | 

Q. Was it poſſible for Captain Hedges to know the 
treatment which Edwards received on board another 
Tranſport? Be : 

A. Upon his arrival at Barbadees, he is confident Cap- 
tain Hedges muſt have hcard of it. | 

Q. What reaſon has he for ſaying Captain Hedges 
muſt have heard of it ? | | | 

A. Captain Hedges frequently viſited the Officers, 
from whom the Witneſs thinks, he muſt have heard of 
it. He is not quite certain whether Captain Hedges did 

| not 
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he could not but have ſeen Edwards. | 
Q. Did any Officer mention to him, he had told 
Captain Hedges, Edwards's treatment on the paſſage ? 
A. No; he does not remember it. | 
Q. Was not Captain Hedges in a detached quarter, in 
Barbadoes ? 
A. He was. | | 
Q. Was it poſſible for Captain Hedges to know the 
treatment Edwards received at Barbadoes ? 
A. He thinks it was very poſſible, for Captain Hedges 
was very often at Head Quarters. 
* Did he ever ſee Captain Hedges at Fort James, 
where Edwards was confined a Priſoner? 
„A. He does not recolle& ever ſeeing him there; but 
has ſeen him frequently very near the Fort. | 


o 


Q. Was it not at the houſe at which Captain Hedges 


uſed to Meſs, when he came to Town, that he ſaw him? 
A. He has ſeen him at the Meſs-houſe, which is not 
at the utmoſt twenty yards from the Fort; and has alſo 
ſeen him nearer than that. | 
Q, Was not Captain Hedges ordered under an arreſt 
by Major Browne, ſoon after his arrival at Antigua? 

A. He believes, but cannot ſpeak with certainty, 
about two months after his arrival. 
Qi. Did not Captain Hedges go to the Iſland of Sr. 
Kitts, immediately after his arrival at Barbadves ? 


A. He does not recollect his going at all to St. Kitts, 


after his arrival there. 

* Q. (By the Court) Is the mode of puniſhing with a 
log and chain, and by doing dirty work, occaſionally 
uſed in the Weft-India lands ? | 

A. It is, : 

Q. After Major Browne's arreſt, does he recollect 
that any other Soldiers were puniſhed in that mode, by 
ſucceeding Commanding Officers ? | 

A. He does not recollect it; it may have been. 

Qt. (By defire of Captain Hedges) Has he ever known 
any Soldier to have been kept logged or chained for ſo 
long a time, or even for twelve days, except Edwards ? 

He does not know any. x 
Q. What has been the ſpace of time, for which Sol- 
. diers have, in general, been kept on duties of fatigue, 
by way of puniſhment? ; 

A. According to their crimes ; five or fix days; per- 

haps ſeven, 1 Nr 

Q. - Does it conſiſt with the Witneſs's knowledge, 
that Edwards was provided with cloaths and neceſſaries? 

A. He knows Edwards had two checked ſhirts. 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Could Major 
Browne have brought Edwards to trial, previous to the 
failing for the J/2/t- Indies ? 

A. Not unleſs he had remained in Jreland, and ſuffered 
the Regiment to proceed without him. 

Q. On the arrival in the Veſi-Indies, could Edwards 
have been proſecuted with effect? - Were not the Wit- 
neſſes neceſſary to the conviction of Edwards, ſuppoſing 
him guilty, in Ireland? : 

A. He heard from Major Browne, they were. 

Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Could not Major 
_—_— have tried Edwards by a Court Martial, on board 

ip? ; 8 | | 

A. He could. I | 
Q. Could he not have been tried at Barbados or Au- 
tigua, for any offence cognizable by a Court Martial? 
A. He might. 
a % Did Major Browne ever bring Edwards to any 
trial 98 
A. Not that he knows of. | 
Qi. Had he any other reaſons for ſuppoling Edwards 
guilty of the Kebdory, than Major Browne's aſſer- 
tions ? | 

A. He had no other reaſon to ſuppoſe it. 

Qi. Did Edwards join the Regiment at Kinſale, of his 
own accord? 

A. He heard Edwards had given himſelf up to the 

Guard, as a Deſerter. 

Q. (By the Court) Was not Major Browne Com- 

manding Officer on board the Tranſport ? 

A. He was. ; 


LIEUTENANT JOHN MAHON, of the 67th 


Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 


| Q. Did he embark on board the Fame Tranſport, 


with Major Browne ? 
A. Hedid. 


Q. Has he ſeen Colonel Croſbie on board the Tranſport, | 


| ſome few days before the ſailing ? 
A. He has. 


Q. Does he recollect that Lieutenant Colmel Bowyer 


not viſit on board the Fame Tranſport ; and if he did, 


men? 
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was the Commanding Officer of the two Regiments, 


during the paſlage ? 


A. He does. FEST 

Q.: Was Edwards ſo placed upon the quarter-deck; 
as to have been viſible to any perſon who walked there ? 

A. He was. IM 

Q. Did he conſider Major Browne's treatment of Ed- 
wards on board the Tranſport, as Cruelty or Oppreſſion; 


.or only as diſgraceful ? 


A. As diſgraceful, _ _ | 
Q: Does he recollect the Taylors conſtantly at work 
on the quarter-deck, making trowſers ? a 

A. He does. | „ 
Q. Was Edwards more expoſed to the ſun than they 
were ? | 
A. No. TE | 

Q. Did he ever, at any time, hear Major Browne de- 
clare, he would make Edivards go down on his knees 
and pray Major Browne to ſhoot him, or jump over- 
board ? bf a 

A. Never. | | | 

Q. Did he ever at any time hear any perſon ſay, that 
Major Browne had made uſe of any ſuch expreſſion ? 

A. He never did. ; | | 

Q. Did he ever hear any Officer, and whom, on 
board the Tranſport, make any remark relative to Ed- 
wards's treatment ? 5 

A. He heard Major Sladden ſay that he thought no 
treatment could be bad enough; for he was certain he 
had robbed Major Browne. 4 | 

Q: Does he recollect any other Officer expreſſing an 
opinion? N 

A. He heard Enſign Mainwaring ſay, he was convinc- 
ed from Edwards's looks, that he had robbed Major 
Browne. . | = | 

Q: Was he preſent when Major Browne examined 
Edwards on board the Tranſport, in preſence of the 

A. He was. | 

Q. Did the men expreſs any opinion relative to 
Eqdwards, after having heard that examination ? 

A. They did; they appeared much ſhocked at the 
treatment Major Browne had received; he does not recol- 
lect their expreſſions. . | 

Q. Was he preſent on any other occaſion; when 
Major Browne deſired the men not to ſpeak to Edwards ? 


A. He was;—the men ſaid it was unneceſſary to 


ſpeak to them about ix; as they would not be ſeen ta 
converſe with ſuch a Scoundrel. 

Q. Did Captain Hedges make any, and what remark, 
to the Witneſs, relative to Edwards, when in the Iſland 
of Barbadoes? | 

A. Captain Hedges deſired the Witneſs to ſend to 
Major Browne to releaſe Edwards, as he knew Edwards 
was adviſed to proſecute Major Browne, on their arrival 
at Antigua. | 5 

Q. In what manner did he underſtand from Captain 
Hedges, the Proſecution had been adviſed ? 3 

A. At Civil Law. | | 

Q. Did Captain Hedges himſelf make uſe of any ex- 
preflion at that, or any other time, which ſeemed to 
convey his opinion of the treatment of Edwards being 
Cruel or Oppreſſive? | | 

A. Never. | 7 

Q. Was not the Witneſs transferred to Major 
Browne's Company, previous to their ſailing from Bar- 
badoes ? 25 

A. He thinks he was. | 

Q. Had Edwards done his regular duty, as a Soldier, 
would his health have been expoſed to more, or leſs 
riſque, than the duties wherein he was employed ? 

A. To more riſque. 

Q. Can he recolle& whether Edwards was releaſed by 
Major Sladden, before, or after, the ſentence of Captain 
Hedges's Court Martial was made known ? OE 

A. He cannot, | 

Q. Did he ever know any Officer make repreſentation 
to Lieutenant Colonel Bowyer, at Barbadoes, to the different 
Governors of the Iſlands of Barbadoes and Antigua, or to 


Lieutenant Colonel Forfler, on his aſſuming the command 


of the Garriſon at Antigua ? 

A. He never did. 

Q. Did he continue to command Major Browne's 
Company, after his ſailing for Europe? 

A. He did. 

Q. Was Edwards a Soldier in the Company, under 
his Command ? | By 

A. He was. | 
Qi Did Edwards, after his being releaſed by Major 
Sladden, make any repreſentation to him, the Witneſs, of 
the treatment he had received ? 5 | 

Ii A. Never. 
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A. Never. 


. (By ,defire of Captain Hedges) Does he recolleR | 
A ſmall rope placed round wen neck of Edwards, on board 


the Fame Tranſport ? 

A. He does. 

Q. Does he recollect that rope to have been removed, 
and a larger placed upon him? 

A. He does not. 

Q. Does he recollect handcuffs on Edwards P.* 


A. He cannot ſay poſitively whether there were. or 


not: he rather thinks there were. 
Was there a log and chain on him? 
A. He believes there was. 
Q. Were there labels on his back and breaſt, with 
the words, „ Thief and Robber,” thereon ? 
A. There were. 


Q. Has he ever ſeen Edwards aſſiſted in coming on, 


and going off, the deck ? 
A. He never did. 

Q. Was not Edwards kept from . to fun-ſet 
on the deck? 

A. He was. 

Q. How long after the ailing from Corke harbour 
was an awning put up? | 

He cannot recollect. 


Q. Can he nearly aſcertain the ſpace of time? Was 


it a week, a fortnight, or three weeks ? 
A. He thinks it was nearer three weeks. 


Q. Was the weather very cold; and had they any 


great rain after the ſailing ? 
A. He does not think the weather was cold. He 

himſelf was ill, and in bed, for above a fortnight after the 
failing, He does not "recolle& whether there was 
much rain or not. 

Q. Where was Edwards placed, during the period 
before-the awning was put up ? 

A. In the ſtern of the ſhip. 

Q. Had Edwards any covering, or protection from 
the weather, at that time? 

A. Having been ſick himſelf, he cannot ſay. 

Q. Can he ſay, after his getting well, whether Ed- 
wards, before the mowing was put up, had any protec- 
tion from the weather ? 

A. He really does not recollect. 

Q. Were not the goats Edwards's conſtant and only 
3 te 3 

A. There was a goat there ten, belonging to 
Aajor Sladden ? mT 

Q. In what condition was Edwards, as to dreſs and 
cleanlineſs ? 

A. He has obſerved 1 to be very Au- 

Q. Does he ſuppoſe he ever changed his cloaths 
during the paſſage? 

A. He ſuppoſes he muſt. 


Q. Could Edwards have changed his cloaths, with- | 


out taking off his ropes and handcuffs? And were they 
ever taken off, to the Witneſs's knowledge ? 

A. He believes Edwards could not, unleſs the hand- 
cuffs were taken off ;— he does not know of the hand- 
cuffs having been taken off, 

Q. Was Edwards in irons, when he diſembarked at 
Barbadoes ? 

A. He believes he was. 


Q. Did Edwards continue a Priſoner there, doing 


dirty work, and wearing a log and 88 and lying at 
night in the Guard-houſe? 

A. He believes he did. 

Q. Has he, the Witneſs, expreſſed to 8 Hedges, 
A probation. of Major Browne's conduct towards 
Edwards ? 

A. He has not. 

Q. On Captain Hedges expreſſing his 3 
and recommending it to him to adviſe Major Browne, 


his relation, to releaſe Edwards, did he mention it to 


7 Browne, as requeſted ? 
. He did. 
. What anſwer did he receive ? 

A. He does not recollect Major Browne gave bias 
any anſwer. 

Q. Did it appear to him, at the time, that Captain 
Hedges's motive, for adviſing the releaſe of Edwards, 
was friendſhip to Major Browne ; as it appeared to him 
nu the treatment of Edwards had been improper ? 

: It did. 

Q. What was the nature of the examination of Z- 
wards, by Major Browne, in preſence of the men? 

A. Major Browne aſked Edwards ſeveral queſtions, to 
endeavour to find out whether he had robbed him; and 
particularly aſked Edwards, if he had wanted 200l. 
whether he thought Major Browne would not have given 
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; 


_ _— 


leaſe ? 


him the m ? Edwards anſwered, © He wes cons 
© tain he would have done it.” 

Q. Did not Major Browne aſſert to the men, when 
in the circle at the time, that Edwards had robbed him ? 


A. He does not recolle&t Major Browne having ſaid 


| Eqwards had robbed him. 


What did Major Browne ſay to the men, from 
which _—_ ſhould have formed an opinion as ta the 
robbe 

„ A. He ſaid nothing to the men; but he aſked Ed. 
wards ſeveral queſtions on the ſubject of the robbery. 

Q Has he ever ſeen Edwards with a log and chain, 
in Antigua? 

A. He believes Edwards had a log and chain. 

Q. Did he not conſider Major Browne's conduct to- 
wards Edwards, as exceedingly improper ? 

A. He conſidered it as illegal. | 
Q. Has he ever heard of any Officers of the 
ment remonſtrating to Major Brewne, reſpecting 4. 

wards ? 
A. He heard that ſome had ſpoke to Major Browne 


but he was not preſent. 


Q.. Does he know for what crime Edwards - was 
marched Priſoner on board the Fame Tranſport ? 
A. He underſtood it was for Deſertion. 
Q. Did Edwards come of himſelf to the Regiment, 
or was he brought a Priſoner ? 
A. He cannot ſay ;—he was not with the Regiment at 
the time, 
How many Companies of the Regiment were on 
board the Fame Tranſport ? 
A. Three, he thinks. 
Q. Was Edwards cloathed as another Soldier ? 
A. Edwards wore a check n inſtead of a linen 
one. 
Q. Had he a Regimental coat, waiſtcoat, and hat ? 
A. He had; but did not wear them. 
RX. Had he them in his poſſeſſion; or were they in 
re 
> Serjeant of the Company had them in his 
cu 
Q. Had the Witneſs been a \ Soldier, which ſhould he 
have preferred, the ſituation in which Edwards was put, 
or doing the regular duty of a Soldier; ſubject to the 
riſque which attended it from the climate ? 
A. He would rather have done the duty of a Soldier, 
— account of the diſgrace which attended the other 
uty. 
Would he have made this election from any other 
motive, beſides diſgrace ? 
A. It would have been much pleaſanter. | 
„ Was Edwards taken ill, when in the Guard. 
houſe at Antigua, and ſent to the Hoſpital ? 
A. He was, 
Q: Did he underſtand that Edwards's illneſs was at- 


tributed to the fatigue duty, or to the colds catched by 
the treatment whic | 


he had ſuſtained : 

A. No;—he underſtood his ilneſs to be a fever. 

W oes he judge it — 5 that Edwards, knowing 
the Witneſs to be a near relation of Major Browne's,, 
would have made a complaint to him? 

A. He cannot ſuppoſe his being a relation would 
have prevented it. If Edwards had made 2 5 
to him, he ſhould have reported it. | 

Q. Did he ever reyiew Edwards's neceſſaries after the 
arrival at Antigua ? 

A. Not during Major Browne's command. 

Q. Did not Edwards get a new ſet of neceſſaries, 
immediately after Majer S$ladden's having the command, 
by his orders ? 

A.. He did, 

Q. Can he ſay what Edwards had due to him, 
when he was releaſed ? ; 

A. He cannot ;—he did not pay the Company. 

Q. Did Edwards ever ſign his Books before his re- 


A. He cannot ſay. 
Q. Is there not a ſtanding Order in the Regiment, 
for the accounts being made up every two months? 
A. There is. 
* Did Major Browne ever bring Edwards to any 
trial? 
A. He did not. 
. (By deſire of Ma or Browns) Has he ſeen any 
cc by order of the Commanding Officer who 
— Major Browne ? 
A. He has heard men ordered to be logged by him. 
Were any other goats n on the n 


| deck; beſides Major Sladden's ? 
A. 


No. 


Q. (By 


Q. (By the Court) Does he recollect what time in- 


tervencd between his ſpeaking to Major Browne about 
Edwards's releaſe, and the fitting of the Court Martial 
at Antigua? | 5 
A. His ſpeaking to Major Browne was ſome few days 
before they left Barbadoes, 1 
Qi. Does he know whether the treatment of Edwards 
was known to the other Captains of the Regiment ? 
A. He is certain they muſt have known it. 

Qt. Can he aſſign any reaſon why, if the cafe of Ed- 
wards had appeared to them cruel or oppreſſive, they 
made no application to Major Browne in his behalf ; or 


for redreſs. to the other reſpective Commanding Of- 


ficers ? : 
A. He cannot. ; 


Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Were Captain Fit- 
ter, Captain Graves, Captain Wilſon, or Captain Car- 


michael, quartered at Barbadoes, or Antigua? 


A. They were not ;—Captain Miſſon has been at An- 


tigua. 88 Wo 
*Q. Was not Captain Wilſon brought up from St. 
Kitts, as a Witneſs for Captain Hedges, at his trial ? 
A. He was. « | 
(By deſire of Major Browne) Was not Captain 
' Wilſon in the Iſland of Antigua ſome weeks before Cap- 
tain Hedges was ordered into arreſt ? | 
A. He was; upon a vilit, 


Q. Were not the whole of the Regiment, which 
came from Ireland, together at Barbadoes for nine or 
ten days; namely, from the 2gth May to the 10th of | 


June? | 
A. They were. 


' SURGEON PATRICK DILLON, now of the 
64th Regiment, Jate Surgeon to the 67th Regiment, 
was ſworn and examined, | 


Q. Was he Surgeon of the 67th Regiment when they 


embarked for the We/t- Indies 2 
A. He was. | 
Qi. At what time did the command 
devolve to Major Browne? | 
A. But two or three days previous to their * 
Q. Did he ſee Colonel Croſbie on board the H. me 
Tranſport, previous to the ſailing from Corte harbour to 
| Barbadoes ? | | 
A. He did, and converſed with him for ſome time. 
Q. Did he, the Witneſs, make the voyage in the 
Fame? | | 
A. He did. | 
Q: Was Edwards ever reported to him ſick, or be- 
numbed in his limbs, during the paſſage ? 
A. NO. | 
Q. Was there not an Order in the Regiment, that 
any man, in the leaſt indiſpoſed, ſhould inſtantly be re- 
ported, by the Corporal of the Squad, to the Surgeon ? 
A. There was. | 
Q. Did he conſider the treatment Major Browne or- 
dered Eduards, as marks of infamy and diſgrace, or 
cruel and oppreſſive? 7 
A. As marks of infamy and diſgrace ; but, if the 
word “ Cruel,” implies ſuffering, he did not think 
Edwards laboured under any inconvenience from it. 


of the Regiment 


Was Edwards more expoſed to the heat, or cold, 


than any other Soldier on board ? 
A. Not that he remarked, Edwards was a Priſoner 

on the poop during the day, and went down at night, 
Q. Did he hear any of the Officers on board, expreſs 

any opinion relative to Edwards ? | 


A. He did himſelf; and, to the beſt of his recollec- 
tion, Major Sladden, or ſome other perſon ; which was 
in conſequence of the trial of General Moſiyn, for con- 
fining a man in Minorca; for which damages were 
given againſt the Governor, for confining, and ſending 
' a man out of Minorca, without trial. He recollects 
particularly, Majer Sladden commenting upon that trial 
with the Witneſs, whoſe opinion was, that the con- 
finement of Edwards would be looked upon in the ſame 
light. | 8 

a Was there any awning over the quarter- deck? 

A. There was, when they came to the warm lati- 
tudes. | 

Q. Had Edwards the advantage of that awning. ? 

A. He did not take any particular notice of that. 


Q. During the time Major Browne commanded the | 


Regiment, what health had Edwards ? | 

A. In the Iſland of Barbadves, Edwards was, he be- 
leves, one of the only men of the Regiment who eſcaped 
diſeaſe, at the time when both Men and Officers of 
the Regiment, in general, were attacked with very dan- 
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gerous Epidemic Fevers.— In the Iſland of Antigua, Ed- 
wards was attacked with a fever then prevailing amongſt 
the Soldiers and Inhabitants :—he reported this to Major 
Browne, and mentioned, it would be proper to take off 
his log :— Major Browne replied, ** Moft undoubtedly; 
<< pay every degree of attention.” The man was in the 


fever ſome days, and then perfectly recovered, 


The Witneſs then added, that ſome time after this he 
was informed, that Captain Hedges and Major Sladden were 
canvaſſing all the points of Major Browne's character, 
and particularly reſpecting Edwards; in conſequence of - 
which information he went to Edwards, and adviſed him 
to acknowledge his Crime, in writing, to Major Browne, 
who, the Witneſs was confident, would forgive him ; 
but Edwards refuſed. The Witneſs was induced to give 
this advice to Edwards, from a deſire of obviating the in- 
tentions of Captain Hedges and Major Sladden,—of which 
he had been informed as before mentioned, 

Q. Did he conſider Edwards as more expoſed to the 
diſadvantages of the climate, from the duty he was em- 
pe on, than if he had done his — duny as a Sol- 

ier? | 

A. Much leſs ; particularly at the time he gave Ed- 
wards that advice,—when he wore neither a log nor a 
chain. oy e 
When Edwards was taken ill, did he ever impute 
his ilineſs to any ſufferings impoſed on him by Major 
Browne ? | 

A. Never in the leaſt, 


It being three o'clock, the Court adjourned till 
to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 


FRIDAY, 28th. SzpTEMBER, 1787, 
Tux Coun being met purſuant to adjournment, 
Mr. DILLON was further examined, 


Q. Did he ever hear Major Browne threaten Edwards 
on board the Tranſport, or at any other time ? 

A. He never did; but Major Browne has often told 
him, and the Officers on board, he was the greateſt rogue 
in the world, 

Q. Did he ever obſerve Edwards ſo ſituated in point of 
cloathing, that he could ſuffer any detriment to his 
health, either on board the Tranſport, or in the V. 
Indies? | | | 

A. Healways ſaw him cloathed in the ſame coat; and 
he never obſerved he ſuffered from it; if he had, he 
ſhould have mentioned it to Major Browne, 

Does he know of any Officer making a repreſenta- 
tion to Major Browne, which could induce him to ſups 
poſe that his treatment to Edwards was thought cruel, 
or oppreflive ? | | | 

A. Never. : 

Q. After Major Browne's departure for Europe, did he 
ever hear Edwards, or any Soldier in the Regiment, de- 
clare, that Major Browne's treatment of Edwards wa 
cruel, or oppreſſive ? 

A. Never; he ſuppoſed this would have been the 


laſt Charge that would have been brought againſt Major 


Browne. 

Q. After Major Browne's departure for Europe, has 
he ever ſeen any men logged, by order of Captain 
Hedges? : 

A. He does not know whether by Captain Hedges's 
order, or not; but he has frequently ſeen men of his 


Company, logged. 


Q. What opinion did he form from Major Browne's 
Orders, and general conduct, with regard to his being 
a cruel and oppreſſive Commanding Officer; or other- 
wiſe ? | | 

A. The idea of Cruelty never entered into his mind 
Major Browne's exertions for the comfort of the Soldiers, 
were always the greateſt; it ſeemed to the Witneſs to be 
Major Browne's conſtant ſtudy to preſerve the men, and 
to prevent their running into exceſſes. | | 

Q. What number of men died whilſt Major Browne 
had the command of the Regiment, from the 17th of 
April, 1785, to the 22d of February, 1786? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection, but five; and 
thoſe men laboured under diſeaſes going from Europe to 
the Weft-Indies ; two of theſe died of Conſumptions, 
and three of Dyſenteries. 75 2 x 

Q. When, as Surgeon of the Regiment, he has re- 
preſented that any neceſſaries or comforts were want- 
ing for the fick, did Major Browne, on fuch occafions, 
evince readineſs and alacrity to comply with ſuch re- 
quiſitions ? | 

A. The frequency of diſeaſes in the 1//i-Indres, 
made it neceſſary for him, very frequently, to repreſent 

: to 


123 


Was 


* 


124 
to Major Browne the want of particular comforts for 
men labouring under diſeaſes ; which repreſentations 
Major Browne never loſt ſight of, always deſiring, he 
ſhould ſtop at no expence for the benefit of the Soldiers; 
to which the Witneſs attributed the great ſucceſs of his 
command. | 

Q. (By the Court) Where, and at what time, had 


he the converſation with Major Sladden, on the ſubject 
of Major Browne's treatment of Zdwards, with a re- 


ference to the damages recovered againſt a Governor of 


Minorca ? | 

A. On board the Tranſport, in the paſſage from Fre- 
land to Barbados. | 

Q. Did he, upon that occaſion, make any remon- 
trance to Major Browne ? | | 

A. He did ;—he mentioned to Major Browne the 
illegality. 5 f 

Q. Did he ſpeak to Major Browne on the _ 
when, as he ſays, he had been told that Captain Hedges 
and Major Sladden were canvaſſing that point of Major 
Browne's conduct? 

A. He told Major Browne of it, and recommended 
it to Major Browne to liberate Edwards; ſo did the Ad- 
jutant; alſo the Quarter Maſter, under whom Edwards 
was immediately doing duty at the time, and whom the 
Witneſs deſired to look cloſely after Edwards, imagin- 
ing thoſe. who were adverſe to Majer Browne, would 
be tampering with him. | 

Q. From whom had he his information reſpectin 
Captain Hedges and Major Sladden ? 

A. From Doctor Bowie, Surgeon to the Iſland, who 
had a great regard for Major Browne, and whoſe duty 
made it frequently ncceſſary for him to go to Major 
Sladden. | 

Q. What authority had he for the aſſurance given by 
him to Edwards, that Major Browne would forgive him, 
if he would make an acknowledgment of his crime in 
writing ? | 

A. Fe was merely from his own conception, that Ma- 
Jor Browne would ſooner have liberated Edwards, than be 
put under an arreſt by thoſe Gentlemen. 

. Whom does he mean by this deſcription ? 

A. Captain Hedges and Major Sladden. 

. To what arreſt does this obſervation point ? Was 
it not for the purpoſe of precluding damages, which he 
ſuppoſed might be recovered at law againſt Major 
Browne, that he was ſolicitous to obtain for him an 
acknowledgment in writing from Edwards ? 

A. When he ſpoke to Major Browne in Barbadoes, he 
had regard to damages at law; but he now apprehended, 

hearing that thoſe Officers were looking into Major 
Browne's character, that they would make this treat- 
ment of Edwards a matter of Charge againſt him, and 
put him in arreſt for that; which led him to go to Ed- 
wards, and give him the advice before mentioned. 

Q. When was this ? 

A. About the beginning of February, 1786. 
Q. He — yeſterday, that Edwards had not a 
log and chain on at this time z—had he reaſon to ima- 


gine, from any converſation had with Major Browne, 


that this log and chain was to be put on again? 

A. He had not; it had been taken off upon account 
of Edwards's illneſs, from which he was recently reco- 
vered. | 
Qi. Was this advice given to Edwards as a kindneſs ? 
And what benefit was Edwards to receive in conſidera- 
tion of his making the confeſſion in writing? 

A. Edwards was at that time aſſiſting the Taylors in 
their work; and the Witneſs, as a further inducement, 
offered to take Edwards as his own ſervant, and that he 
ſhould take care of his horſe. 

Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Was there a report 
that any Charges were to be preferred, during the Ge- 
neral Court Martial at Antigua, by any Officers, againſt 
Major Browne ? 

A. There was ; and it was in conſequence of that 
report he ſpoke to Edwards. . | 
| . Did Major Browne expreſs any fear to him, at any 
time, relative to any — which could be brought 
againſt him by a Military Court ? 

A. He did not. | 


Q. Did Major Browne ever authorize, or commiſſion 


him to tamper in any manner with Edwards; or prevent 
his ſeeking my redreſs he thought proper? 

A. Major Browne did not; the Witneſs went imme- 
diately to Edwards on hearing the report, which he 
afterwards mentioned to Major Browne. 

Q. (By the Court) What opinion did he entertain of 
Edwards, as to his being a ** Thief and Robber,” ſince 
he offered to take him into his ſervice ? 


| 
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A. It was merely for extricating Major Browne from 
any Charge, that he offered to take Edwards as a ſer- 
vant ; notwithſtanding he always gave credit to Major 
Browne's repreſentation of his — a Robber. 

Q. How did he ſuppoſe this was to have extricated 
Major Browne ? 

A. By the man's acknowledgment of his crime, which 

were the terms of his taking him. 


SERJEANT JAMES RILEY, of the 67th Regi- 


ment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. When was he appointed a Serjeant in the 67th 
Regiment ? And where ? | | 
A. On the 5th of June 1785, at Barbadoes. | 
Q. Did he conſider the treatment which Edwards re- 
ceived as Cruel or Oppreſſive? | 
A. No, he never did. | | 
Q. Has he heard the Soldiers of the Regiment con- 
verſe upon it? And what was their opinion ? 
A. He does not recollect hearing them converſe upon 


Q: Was he transferred to Majar Browne's Company 
at Antigua? 5 

A. He was. 

Q. Did Edwards ever make any repreſentation to him, 
or to the men of the Company, either before or after 
Major Browne's ſailing for Europe, of the Cruelty or 


Oppreſſion he received? 


A. Never to him; nor, to his knowledge, to any of 
the Regiment. | 

Q. What time did the Witneſs ſail. for Europe, from 
Antigua, and on what occaſion ? 8 

A. On the 2gth July 1786, to attend Major Browne's 
Court Martial. | 

Q: Did he continue a Serjeant in Major Browne's 
Company, and with it, from the time when Major 
Browne embarked for Europe, till he left Antigua him- 
ſelf, being ſummoned as a Witneſs ? | 

A. He did. : 

Q. Did he ever hear in that period, that Edwards had 
an intention of preferring a Complaint againſt Major 
Browne? 

A. No. | 

Q. (By the Court) When did he firſt hear 
wards's preferring a Complaint ? | | 

A. He heard nothing of it, till Captain Hedges's ar- 
rival in England, E 


THOMAS ENGLAND, late a Corporal of Majer 


of Ed- 


 Browne's Company in the 67th Regiment, now an Out- 


Penſioner in Chelſea Hoſpital, and who ſailed on board 
the Fame Tranſport, from Ireland to the Meſt Indies, was 


ſworn and examined. 


Q. How long did he ſerve in the 67th Regiment ? 
And by whom, and at what time, was he diſcharged ? 

A. He ſerved in 'the 67th Regiment twenty-eight 
years and fix months, and was diſcharged by Colonel 
Craſbie the firſt of May laſt, 

Q. Was he a Drill Corporal in the Regiment? 

A. He was. | 

Q. Does he remember Edwards a Priſoner on board 
the Fame Tranſport ? : | 
A. He does. 

Q. Was he preſent, when Major Browne examined 
Edwards in the preſence of the men who were on board 
the Fame ? 2 

A. He knows Edwards was examined by Major 
Browne, but he was not upon the quatter-deck at the 
time, 
0 
1 

A. He did. | 

Q. What did they ſay? 

A. He heard from them, that Major Browne accuſed 
— robbing him of ſome things of conſiderable 
value. | | 
Q. Did the men make any remark upon it ? 

A. Some ſuppoſed Edwards guilty, and others not. 

Q. What opinion did he form of Major Browne's 
treatment of Edwards? | | 

A. He conſidered the manner in which Edwards was 
confined, as intended to ſcandalize him ; but as to hurt 
ſuſtained from it, he does not know any, | 

„What was his opinion of Edwards's ſituation, in 
the Iſlands of Barbadoes and Antigua, in point of duty ? 

A. He thinks Edwards was better off than thoſe who 
did their duty as Soldiers, the ſcandal attending it only 


excepted, 1 


Did he hear the men afterwards converſe about 


2 
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Qi. After Major Browne's return to Europe, did he 
ever hear Edwards expreſs any intention of applying to 
Major Sladden, or to Colonel Croſbie, for redreſs for the 
treatment he had received ? | 
A. He never did. | 

Q. Did he ever hear Ed:vards had made any depoſi- 
tion in Antigua? | 

A. He did not, | 

Q. When did he leave Antigua ? 
A. The 1ſt of laſt May. 
Q. Was he in the Company with Edwards till then? 
A. He was. 
+: Q Did he hear any converſation, or complaint, made 
by 


dwards to any of the men of the Company, relative 


to the treatment he had experienced from Major 
Browne ? | | | 

A. He never did; he never heard Edzvards ſay any 
thing about it. 


himſelf, at ſun-riſe, at Barbadoes and Antigua ? 
A. He did conſtantly. 
Q. Was Major Browne's conduct harſh or ſevere; or 
. did he ſtrike, or abuſe the men, at thoſe times ? : 
A. He did not. | | 
Qi. Did Major Browne give him any directions rela- 
tive to his conduct in Drilling the men? 
A. He did :—he ordered him never to let the men 
ſtand too long under arms. 
Q. (By defire of Captain Hedges) Had Edwards a 
rope round his neck, round his body, and legs ; hand- 
cuffs on ;—labels, with the words, „ Thief and Rob- 


ber,” affixed to his back and breaſt; and was he not 


placed on the quarter-deck, from ſun-riſe till ſun-fet 
and were not all the Soldiers on board prevented from 
ſpeaking to him ? : 

A. He remembers the feveral circumftances as ftated 
in the queſtion, except that of the rope being round the 
legs ;—1t was looſe about him, but might fall fometimes 


between his legs; and for that reaſon, when the Witneſs | 


took Edwards up and down, he gave him the rope in his 
hands, to prevent that happening, 

Q. Had Edwards any covering when he was upon the 
deck, which might protect him from the rain and wea- 
ther ? 

A. There was an awning over the quarter-deck, the 
corner of which might cover him. 

Q. Did he ſuppoſe*Edwards to be guilty of the Rob- 

ry ? 


A. He could not think Major Browne would have ac- 
cufed him of it, if he had not thought fo. 
| 9 * Edwards ſhift himſelf, or change, during the 

aſſage 

N A. He does not know; he believes he did; his hand- 
cuffs were taken off him many times. The Witneſs has 
ſeen them off, and put them on, ſeveral times. 

Q. Would he rather have done the duty which Ed- 
wards did in Antigua, than his own? | 

A. He would, if not a Priſoner. 

Q Was he, the Witneſs, at Fort James, in Barba- 
does | | | : 

A. He was. | | 

Had Edwards a log and chain there; and was he 

confined at night in the Guard-houſe ? 

A. Both. | 

Q. Had he any intercourſe with Edwards in Antigua, 
which offered an opportunity for making him acquainted 
with his grievances ? ; 

A. He had none, whilſt he was a Priſoner. 

„ (By deſire of Major Browne) Had he any inter- 

courſe with Edwards after he was releaſed ? 

A. He had. | 

Q. (By the Court) Did the opinion of the Non- com- 
miſſioned Officers and Soldiers, in general, agree with 
his, reſporting Edwards's treatment ? 
A. He does not know any opinion but his own. 
Q. What was the ſize of the rope he has ſpoken of? 
A. The firſt was about the thickneſs of his thumb; 


| afterwards that was taken off, and a ſmaller rope put 
on. 8 
Q. Was there any mark of ſores, or hurt, from the 


ropes upon Edwards ? 


A. Not that ever he heard, as the rope was flack 


about him. 


Q. (By deſire of Major Browne) Has he ſeen any men 


in the Regiment logged, after Major Browne left Antigua, 
on his return to Europe ? | 
A. He did, many. 

Under an apprehenſion that the Witneſs had inadver- 
tently made ſome miſtake with regard to the two ropes, 
ſeveral queſtions were propoſed to him; but he ſtill ad- 
hered to the acount he gave firſt, namely, that the 

- 2 ? 


and ſelling it. 
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larger rope, and which he deſcribed as belonging to the 
Boatſwain of the ſhip, was firſt worn by Edwards ; and 
afterwards, when that was taken off, a ſmaller one was 
put on. | 6, 

Q. Did Edwards, whilft a Priſoner, receive on board, 
and on ſhore, the ſame proportion of proviſions as his 
comrades had, including his grog ? | 

A. He never knew any thing to the contrary, | 

Q. Had Edwards any advantage in point of money, 
N duty on which he was employed in Fames's 

ort : 

A. He had; as he cooked for the men, he had the ad- 
vantage of ſkimming the fat which came from the meſs, 

Q. How much per week did he clear, in the Wit- 
neſs's opinion ? 

A. He cannot be certain; it might be towards a ſhil- 


| | ling, or eighteen - pence; or it might be more. 
Q. Did Major Browne frequently attend the Drills | | | 


SERJEANT DAVID RAWLINS, of the 67th 


Regiment, was ſworn and examined. 


Q. Did he fail from Ireland, on board the Fame 


| Tranſport, in April 1785? 
id. 5 


A. He did | 

Q. Was he ordered, previous to failing, with the re- 
mainder of the Band, on board the Recovery Tranſport ? 
A. He was. ö 

Q. By whoſe orders ? = 3 

A. He thinks by Colonel Croſbie's ; but he had not then 
the charge of the Banc. 

Q.: Was he preſent when Major Browne examined 

Edwards, in preſence of the men then on board? 

A. He does not remember he was. 

Q. What opinion did he form of Major Brotune's 
treatment of Thomas Edwards, on board the Tranſport ? 

A. His opinion was, that it was intended to make 
him aſhamed of what might have happened before. 

Q Did he ever hear Major Browne threaten Ed- 
wards ? 

A. Never, to his recollection. | 

Q. What opinion did he form of the duty impoſed on 
Edwards, at Barbadoes and Antigua? | 

A. He cannot ſpeak ſo well as to that, as he did not 
do his duty as a Non-commiſfioned Officer of the Com- 
pany, having the care of the Band. 

Q. Did he hear any of the Non-commiffioned Offi- 
cers, or men, in the Regiment, ſpeak of Major Browne's 


conduct towards Edwards, as Cruel, or Oppreflive ? 


A. He does not recolle& he did, | 
Does he recollect whether Edwards's releaſe was 

prior, or ſubſequent, to the Sentence of the Court Mar- 
tial upon the trial of Captain Hedges being made known? 

A. He does not. | | 

Q. Did he ever hear, amongſt the Non-commiſſioned 
Officers, or Soldiers of the Company, after Major 
Browne had ſailed on his return to Europe, that Edwards 
meant to prefer any complaint againſt Major Browne ? 
A. Henever heard Edwards had any fuch intention. 

Q. When, and on what occaſion, did he, the Wit- 
neſs, fail for Europe? | 

A. He thinks on the 28th of July 1786; and from an 
Order which was given out in General Orders, that he 
ſhould, by the firſt opportunity, fail for England, to ap- 
pear at a trial, by a Court Martial, which was to be held - 
at the Horſe Guards. | 5 


Ab JU TAN T CHARLES STEWART, of the 
67th Regiment, was ſworn and examined, 


Q. Did he join the Head Quarters of the Regiment, 
on the 5th of Auguſt 1785, at Sarbadoes ? 

A. Hedid. | 5 

Q. What opinion did he form of Major Broꝛune's treat- 
ment of Edwards, in Barbadoes, and Antigua? 

A. He conſidered it as contrary to law, and very im- 
proper. R * ws 

Q. Did he ever make any repreſentation to Major 
Browne ? SE: 

A. He has repeatedly taken the liberty of mentioning 
to Major Browne, his opinion, that if 4 did not 
ſue him at common law, his enemies in the Regiment 
would make a handle of it, to ruin him. | 

Q. What anſwer did /4ajor Browne give on theſe oc- 
cafions ? | 

A. That Edwards was a great villain, a thief ; 
cc and that he would ſtand the conſequences.” 

Q. Did he, himſelf, or any Officer to his knowledge, 
at any time ſtate to Major Browne, Edwards's treatment 
as 2 or Oppreſſive? | 


No. e 
x K k Q. Did 
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Q. Did be erer hear that any Captain in the Regi- 


ment interfered with Major Browne, relative to Edwards ; 
or make any repreſentation to Governor Parry, or to Ma- 
jor General Shirley? ä 

A. He has heard, ſince he has been in Londen, that 
Cadiain Hedges did, at Barbadoes, deſire Lieutenant Mahon 
to tell Major Browne he was wrong in keeping Edwards 
in confinement ;—he knows of no other interference in 
the Meſt Indies. Eo : . 

Could Major Browne have brought Edwards to 

trial before he ſailed from Core“ 

A. He thinks he could not bring evidence in time to 
prove the theft, before the Regiment embarked. 

Q. Could Major Browne have brought Edwards to 
trial in the Vel Indies? | 

A. He believes not without bringing Witneſſes from 
* Treland. | 
Q. Did 


Major Browne, in converſation on the ſub- 


ject, tell the Witneſs he had incontrovertible proof of 


the robbery ? 
- A. Yes. | 
Q. Did he conſider the duty impoſed on Edwards, as 


more ſevere than if he had done the regular duty of a 


Soldier ? 8 
A. He conſidered it as much eaſier, had it not been 


for the diſgrace. 


Was Edward releaſed before, or after, the publi- 


Ed- 


cation of the Sentence of the Court Martial? 

A. He underſtood, before; but is not certain. 
wards was ſick, upon which account his irons were taken 
off, and were not put on again. 


Q. Did he ever hear of Edwards having made any 
complaint, when releaſed, to Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 


who aſſumed the Command of the Garriſon ; to Major 
Sladden; or to any Officer, or Non-commiſſioned Offi 
cer, in the Regiment? ; 


. No. | 

Q. What knowledge has he of the fettling of Ed- 
svards's accounts? 

A. He paid the Company to which Edwards belonged, 
from October 1785, till May 1786; and he is poſitive, 
that agrecable to the ſtanding Order of the Regiment, he 
ſettled the accounts with the men every two months, 
and paid the balances to ſuch men as choſe to receive 
it; except where there was a reſerve ordered to be made, 
for providing trowſers, or other neceſſaries. 

Q. Did he receive any orders to with-hold Edwards's 
balance, more than that of any other man ? | 


. No. 
Q. (By deſire of Captain Hedges) Is it not cuſtomary 
for the Soldiers to ſign their accounts every two months? 

A. Yes. 

Q: Did Edwards ever ſign his accounts, till he was 
ordered by Major Sladden to pay him his balance ? 

A. To the beſt of his recolleQion, he ſigned his ac- 
count every two months. He does not recolle& Major 
Sladden ever ordering him to pay Edwards, nor was any 
ſuch order neceſſary. ; 

Q. Did he ſend for Edwards; and has he ſeen him 
ſign his accounts ? | 

A. He has ſent for him, and has ſeen him ſign his 
accounts. 


. Can he ſpecify the particular times when he ſent | 


for Edwards, and ſaw him ſign his accounts? 
A. He cannot recollect the particular times. 

Q. Did he ſee Edwards ſign his accounts before he 
was releaſed ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection he did. He knows 
Edwards was always ſatisfied with regard to his accounts, 
every two months, 

Q. What balance had Edwards coming to him, after 
he was rcleaſed ? 

A. To the beſt of his recollection about four pounds, 

During the time he paid the company, what ne- 
ceſſaries did he ſupply Edwards with prior to his releaſe ? 

A. He cannot recolle& his ſupplying Edwards with 
neceſſaries, but the Serjeant of the Company had his per- 
— to ſupply Edwards with any — he de- 

ired. 


wherein necellaries are charged for Edwards? 


No. 

Q. Did Edwards receive his cloa thing, and did he 
wear it as a Soldier? | 

A. He wore an old coat ; he had a credit for a ſuit of 
cloathing, and the Witneſs has paid him for it. 

Q. (By defire of Major Browne) Have any other Sol- 
diers in the Company had larger balances due to them 
than Eduards had? | 

A. Vs, very conſiderably, 

Q. (By defire of Captain Hedges) Did Edwards ſuffer 

| 4 


Q. Can he produce any account of the Serjeant's, 


] 


— 


| 
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the balance to accumulate in his hands, by his own in- 
clination ? | | 

A. Certainly. 2 Ns 

Q. (By the Court) Did the Witneſs receive any or- 
der from Major Browne, to make any difference with re- 
gard to the keeping or ſettling of Edwards's accounts, 
and thoſe of the accounts of any other Soldier in the 
Regiment? | 

No. | | 

Q. Was, or was not, Edwards impriſoned as a De- 
ſerter from the 67th Regiment ?—How did he ſtand in 
the Guard Report ? | 

A. He was confined for Deſertion. 

Q. What then could have prevented his being tried 
as ſuch, at Corte, at Barbadoes, or Antigua; or on board 
the Tranſport ? | 
A, He does not know any thing which prevented it, 
except Major Browne's ſaying, he had no proof. | 

Q. Had Edwards ever been returned, Abſent without 
Leave ? | | 

A. No. The Regiment knew nothing of his De- 
ſertion till he had been advertiſed in the public papers 
as he was Major Brawne's ſervant. 2 

Q. Had Edwards been returned Abſent without Leave? 

A. No. The Regiment knew nothing of his De- 
ſertion till he had been advertiſed in the public papers. 

Q. Does he know in what light the caſe of Edwards 
was viewed by the Captains of the Regiment ? | 

A. He never heard any of the Captains ſay any thing 
about Edwards's caſe, until Major Browne was put in 
arreſt ; about that time he heard Majer Sladden ſay, it 
was Cruel and Oppreſſive. | 

Q: Can he ſay whether Edwards's treatment was 
known to Captain Hedges, previous to the Court Martial 
held for his trial in Antigua ? | 

A. He has no doubt it was known to him. 


MAJOR BROWNE then cloſed his Defence, with 


ſome General Obſervations on the whole matter. 
Adjourned till Monday morning at ten o'clock, 


MON DAL, 1 OcrokkR, 1787. 
Tux CovkT being met, purſuant to adjournment, 


CAPTAIN HEDGES, on his part, ſubmitted ſome 
general Obſervations, drawn from the whole of the Evi- 
dence; after which - ; 


Tux Covxr, in order to give time for digeſting the 
N inutes, which have been drawn into ſo extraordinary 
a length | 
| Adjourned till Tueſday ſc'ennight, the gth of Oc- ' 

tober, at ten o'clock in the morning, - 


TUESDAY, gth OcTozs, 1787. 


Taz Cour being met, purſuant to adjournment, 
entered upon a cloſe and accurate review of the Evi- 
dence, with reſpect to the Two Articles of Complaint 


and Charge againſt Major Browne, which had been pre- 
ferred 


by Lieutenant Colonel Forjter, and other Members 
of the Han Martial held in Antigua, and proceeded to 
deliver their opinion in part ;— 

And at the hour of three, adjourned till the morrow = 


morning at eleven o'clock, 
WEDNESDAY, 10th Ocrozzs, 1787. . 


Tux Court being met, purſuant to adjournment, 
again entered upon the buſineſs which they had yeſter- 
day under conſideration, and delivered their further opi- 
nion upon the ſame, | | 


THE CovRrT alſo entered upon a review of the Evi- 
dence reſpecting the Article of Charge which had been 
preferred by Captain Hedges againſt Major Browne, and 
after ſome progreſs made therein, | 

At the hour of three, adjourned til] the morrow 
morning at ten o'clock, 


THURSDAY, 11th Ocronrx, 1787. 


Tur Cour being met purſuant to adjournment, 
and after fully deliberating upon the laſt- mentioned 
Charge, made their final adjudication thereon ; and af- 
terwards diſpoſed of ſome incidental points, upon which 
they thought it neceſſary humbly to ſubmit an opinion 
to His Majeſty, | 


The JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL then 
reported ta the Court the reſult of their r — | 
| ju- 
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Adiudication reſpecting the ſeveral points, whereon the 
ienſe of each Member had been diſtinctly taken, as 
hereunder ſtated, viz. 


Tunis CovrT having duly - conſidered the Report 


made to His Majeſty by the General Court Martial, 
held in Antigua, bearing date the 17th of March, 1786, 
complaining of a groſs Contempt and Diſreſpect of- 
fcred to the Members of that Court Martial, when in 
the execution of their duty as Judges, Is OF OPINION, 
that the Priſoner, Major Browne, is Guilty of Diſteſpect 
to the ſaid Court Martial, in the inſtance of the Reply 
made by him to Lieutenant Urquhart, a Member thereof, 
in the following words “ I have not the leaſt doubt 
& but Mi. Urquhart will recollect every circumſtance 
« that can tend to criminate me,“ which is the firſt 
point in the ſaid Report ſpecified ;—and alſo, that the 


aid Major Browne is Guilty of a Contempt to the ſaid 


Court Martial, in diſclaiming their authority to put 
kim in arreſt, refuſing to pay obedience to them as a 
Court, and ſubmitting to the arreſt upon the ſole ground 
of Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, the Prefident, being an Of- 
ficer of ſuperior rank to him ;—but of any other Con- 
tempt, or DiſreſpeR, in the ſaid Report ſpecified, this 
Court doth Acguit him. 


Tux Cour having, in the next place, taken into 
conſideration the Second Article of Complaint and 
Charge, viz.—“ Having ſcandalouſly, and in a manner 
„ unbecoming an Officer and a Gentleman, traduced 
te the character of the ſaid Lieutenant Colonel Forſter, 
ec the Preſident, and of ſeveral other Officers who com- 


„ poſed the ſaid Court Martial, held in Antigua, by an 


« injurious miſrepreſentation of their conduct, con- 
4 tained in a Narrative tranſmitted by him (Major 
« Browne) to His Majeſty's Secretary at War, with a 
© letter dated from St. John's, in Antigua, the 15th of 
„March, 1786; and alſo in another letter, dated the 
« 17th of the ſame month;” and having weighed the 
Evidence given in ſupport of the Charge, with that pro- 
duced on the part of the Priſoner, is oF OPINION, that 
he, the ſaid Mafor Browne has, in a part of his ſaid Nar- 
rative, made an injurious miſrepreſentation, inaſmuch 
as he has arraigned the conduct of the ſaid Court Martial 
in a degree which he has not ſupported by Evidence ; 
but as it appears that he had but too much reaſon, from 
the unjuſtifiable conduct of the Court Martial, for moſt 
parts of his repreſentation, and feeling himſelf much 
aggrieved, may reaſonably be preſumed to have viewed 
their general conduct in a ſtronger light than a diſin- 
tereſted obſerver; this Court is induced to believe, that 
he has not intentionally made any undue ſuggeſtion, 
with the purpoſe of 8 the character of the ſaid 
Court Martial, and does therefore Acquit him of having 
acted Scandalouſly, or in a manner unbecoming an 
Officer and a Gentleman. 
And, upon the whole, having regard to the very long 
period of his arreſt, during which Major Browne has 
neceſſarily been ſuſpended from his Duty, and Command, 
as an Officer, the Court 1s Oo OPINION, and doth by 
this their Adjudication declare, that the puniſhment there- 
by ſuſtained, is fully adequate to the Crimes of which he 
has been found guilty. | 


Tux Coun cannot but expreſs their ſurpriſe, that 


a doubt ſhould have been entertained upon the point; 
8 but ſince their attention has been directly called to it, 


they take this opportunity of declaring their opinion, 
that all Courts Martial, legally conſtituted and con- 
vened for the adminiſtration of juſtice, have, whilſt 
acting in the diſcharge of their duty, equal powers and 
authority for the purpoſes of preſerving decency and 
good order, repreſſing contempts, and the more effec- 
tual attainment of truth, whatever may be the rank of 
the Officers which conſtitute thoſe Courts reſpectively; 
and that the Proſecutor, Priſoner, and Witneſſes, al- 
though they may happen to be of ſuperior rank in the 
Army to thoſe who form any ſuch Court Martial, are 
ally bound to obſerve the lawful injunctions of the 


Court, as if the ſame had been altogether compoſed of 


Officers of a more elevated rank. | 
One other circumſtance the Court eſteems it neceſ- 
fary to mark, ariſing out of the Proceedings of the Court 
Martial, held at Auligua, upon the trial of Captain 
Hedges :—It having appeared from evidence, which this 
Court has had before them, that an idea ſeemed to pre- 
vail at that Court Martial, that an attempt to depre- 
ciate the Military CharaQter of a Commanding Officer, 
when not in the exerciſe of his command, was a matter 
not within the cognizance of a Court Martial, and 
could only be conſidered, if injurious, as an injury of 
a private nature, the Court thinks it incumbent on them 
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to diſavow, and ſtrongly to mark their diſſent from ſuch 
opinion, as tending to create diſunion, and to ſubvert 
all Order and Diſcipline in the Army. | 

With reſpe& to the Article of Charge, preferred by 
Captain Hedges againſt Major Browne, namely, of * Cru- 
«© elty or Oppreſſion, as Commanding Officer of the 
<« 67th Regiment, towards Thomas Edwards, a Private 
Soldier of the ſame Regiment, during a period of time, 
* commencing in or about the month of March, 1785, 
and ending about the beginning of February, 1786;” 
TE CourT having duly weighed the Evidence, as 
well on the part of the Proſecutor as of the Priſoner, 
doth Acquit Major Browne of the Charge of Cruelty ; 
but is of opinion, that he is Guilty of Oppreſſion, as 
Commanding Officer of the 67th Regiment, towards 
the ſaid Thomas Edwards, of the ſame Regiment, by 


| ſubjecting him, without trial, to a puniſhment of diſ- 


grace and ignominy, during a period, commencing the 
20th day of April, 1785, and ending the 22nd day of 
February, 1786, being 30g days ;—and dath Adjudpe, 
that the ſaid Major Browne be ſupended from Pay and 


Duty, during a like period of 309 days. 


And the Court does, in all humility, recommend, 
that His Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct, 
that out of the monies which ſhall be ſtopped in the 
hands of the Agent of the Regiment, by reaſon of the 
ſaid ſuſpenſion, a ſum of Forty Pounds be paid to the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards, as a ſatisfaction for the grievance 
he has ſuſtained, ; 

THE CouRT, however, cannot forbear to remark, 
that Captain Hedges preferred his accuſation againſt Ma- 
Jor Browne (of Cruelty, as a Commanding Officer of the 
67th Regiment) immediately after his own trial in Au- 
tigua, and without any previous application made to him 
by Thomas Edwards, who, as appears, did not lay any 
complaint before him, till the preciſe point of time 
when Captain Hedges was expreſsly required ſpecifically 
to ſtate the inſtance on which he grounded his general 
Charge; and that in the intermediate time, Captain 
Hedges thought himſelf at liberty, without the conſent. 
of Thomas Edwards, who ſtill remained unredreſſed, to 
withdraw his Charge—circumſtances which afford rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, that Captain Hedges, when he inſtituted 
his Proſecution, had ſome object in view leſs worth 
than that of obtaining redreſs tor an aggrieved Soldier. 


F. CAVENDISIH. 
THURSDAY, 18th OcrokER, 1787. 


The ſeveral Members being re-aſſembled, purſuant to 
an Order from His Majeſty, 2 


The JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL informed 
them, that he had had the honour of laying their Pro- 
ceedings before the King, who had been pleaſed to di- 
rect, that the Adjudication of the Court, upon the ſe- 
veral matters referred to them, together with the Obſer- 


vations which they had ſubmitted to His Majeſty, ſhould 


be announced in open Court, of all which he was au- 
thorized to declare His Majeſty's full and entire ap- 
proval. 

And the Priſoner, Major John Brawne, as alſo the 
ſeveral other Parties, being called in, the Adjudication 
of the Court, reſpecting the ſeveral matters of Charge; 
firſt, as to thoſe which had been preferred by Lieutenant 
Colonel Forſter, the Preſident, and the other — of 
the Court Martial holden in Antigua; and afterwards as 
to the Charge preferred by Captain Hedges, were pub- 
licly announced; and likewiſe the Obſervations of the 
Court ſubjoined to the ſame reſpectively, and His Ma- 
jeſty's Royal Approval and Confirmation, was declared 
to the Parties. 


The JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL chen 
notified to the Court, His Majeſty's farther Commands, 


as expreſſed in the following Communication, viz. 


It having been moſt humbly ſuggeſted to His Ma- 
jeſty, that from ſeveral circumſtances which have oc- * 
curred in the courſe of the trial of Major Browne, and 
from others, which appear upon the Minutes of the 
Court Martial held at Antigua, it is evident, that much 
heat and animoſity ſubſiſts between the parties, and that 
without ſome timely interpoſition, conſequences may be 
expected ſubverſive of Military Order and Diſcipline, 
and in direct violation of the Articles of War, | 

His Majeſty is pleaſed to refer it to the Court Martial, 
now re-convened by his Command, to take the moſt 
effectual meaſures for preventing the miſchief appre- 
hended, and to that end to call before them ſuch Offi- 
cers whom they ſhall ſuſpect to be principally irritated 
againſt each other, and to require ſrom them ſolemn aſ- 

ſurances, 
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ſurances, that all differences ariſing out of the ſubject 
matter of the trials of Major 1 owne and Captain 
Hedges reſpeQively, or in any wiſe connected there- 
with, ſhall now terminate and have no further conſe- 
-quences ; and if, upon the repreſentation of any of the 


parties, it ſhall appear; that im reſpect of any unguarded 


or intemperate expreſſion which may have been here- 
tofore uſed, an acknowledgment, apology, or conceſ- 
fron, may be n ry or proper, the Court will pre- 


_ ſcribe the terms in which the ſame ſhall be conceived, 


and will cauſe it to be made in their preſence ; and, for 

the better effeQuating theſe purpoſes, the Court Mar- 
tial have His Majeſty's permiſſion to make uſe of his 

Royal Name, authority, and injunction ; and, if they 

tell ſee occaſion, to impoſe a ſtrict Arreſt upon any of 
— arties, until a Report ſhall be made to His 

J 7 . 


All ſtrangers having firſt withdrawn, 


LORD FREDERICK CAVENDISH, the Preſi- 
dent, was deſired by the Cour'T to take upon him the 


conduct of this buſineſs, for carrying His Majeſty's Gra- 
cious Commands into execution ; and as ſome traits of 
heat and aſperity had been noticed between Major 
Browne and Major Sladden; between Major Browne 
and Captain Hedges; and alſo between Major Browne 
and Lieutenant Urquhart of the zoth Regiment, thoſe 
four Officers were ſpecially called upon; whom his 
ſhip addreſſed te the following effect, viz.— 

© The Members who compoſe this Court, ſenſible 
<< of the notions of Honor which belong to the character 
<< of an Officer, have ſeen reaſon to apprehend (when 


_ © the parties ſhall no longer be under reftraint) conſe- 


& quences, in their opinion, of a very miſchievous ten- 
cc 


* diſpenſe Military Juſtice, and on many occaſions, 


ncy ;—for if Courts Martial, ſanctioned by Law to 
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& guardians of Military Honour, are ſo perverted from 
< their inſtitution, as to become the ſources of quarrel 
“ and perſonal violence, they will no longer be reſorted 
© to; Diſcipline and Good Order will be deprived of a 


„ natufal ſupport, and the redreſs of injuries, ſeem to be 


left ſolely to the will and lawleſs paſſions of indivi- 
6 duals; impreſſed with this idea, and conſcious, that in 
„e paſling the ſame over in ſilence, they ſhould degrade 
the character His Majeſty has, on this occaſion, been 
<© pleaſed to honor them with, and ſubject themſelves to 
„be hereafter deemed accellaries in the diſorders that 
% might enſue, they thought it their duty to lay theſe 
* ſentiments and apprehenfions before His Majeſty, as 
© nothing ſhort of his Royal interference could remove 
«© the difficulty under which Officers, entertaining 
& high notions of Honor, would feel themſelves fo cir- 
c cumſtanced.“ . | 

After which his Lordſhip required Major Browne, 
Mayor Sladden, Captain Hedges, and Lieutenant Urquhart, 
each ſeverally, to pledge his Honor, that no adverſe 
conſequences ſhould enſue in reſpe& of the ſubject mat- 
ter of the late trial of Major Browne, or of the trial of 
Captain Hedges, had in Antigua; and that all differences 
ariſing out of the ſame, or in any wiſe connected there- 
with, ſhould now terminate and be at peace ;—and 
the ſai& Major Browne, Major Sladden, Captain Hedges, 


and Lieutenam Urquhart, did accordingly each pledge his 


Honor to the Court in that behalf. 

This done, the Court Martial was declared to be 
diffolved, (in conſequence of His Majeſty's pleaſure, 
intimated to the Judge Advocate General), and Major 
Browne was releaſed from his Arreſt. 

F, CAVENDISH. 
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No. I. 


© St. Fobn's, March 12th, 1786. 
*SIR, | | 


6 Bx ING under Arrest, by Order of the General 
© Court Martial, of which Lieutenant Colonel Foster is Pre- 
© sident, confirmed by your Excellency in General Orders, 
© dated 23d of February; no prospect whatever of its be- 
© ing possible to have me tried here; injured beyond mea- 
sure; my character and honor equally attempted. 

have therefore only to request your Excellency's per- 
mission to return to Europe, when, I trust, the General 
Court Martial ordered by his Majesty for my Trial, at 
© the Horse Guards, will be composed of Officers high in 
© rank, honor, and reputation, incapable of being actuated 
© by mean, or interested motives, or of being led or preju- 
© diced by weak or foolish reports ; whose conduct will 
© not fail to stamp honor on such mode of Trial, not dis- 
© orace it ; before whom a zealous discharge of the duty 


© attached to my situation, may recommend and protect, 


© but never can occasion insult, added to injustice. 

<T have further to beg leave for Surgeon Dillon to ac- 
company me to Europe, his presence being very ma- 
© terial to me at this time, - there being a Surgeon's Mate 
© with the Regiment, also a Surgeon of the Hospital here, 
© 2nd at St. Kitts, will make this request, I hope, not ap- 
© pear improper. = 

I $hall only observe my obligations to your Excellency, 
© for the attention I have received at your hands, added to 
© the contempt in which you held the nutnerous and in- 
© famous reports circulated evidently with a view to in- 
jure me even in your opinion; and I have strong hopes 


© my conduct will appear such, as to entitle me ever to the 


support of all experienced Officers and honest men. 
J am, with the greatest Truth, 
© Your Excellency's most faithful 


© humble Servant, 
J. BROWNE. 


© Major 67th Regiment. 


. His Excellency Major General SylRLEy, Cc. Cc. c. 
No. II. 


© General Shirley presents his Compliments to Major 
© Browne, and informs him, that himself, together with 
© Dy. Dillon, has his leave to go to England in the next 
Packet, of which the General will inform the Secretary 
© at War. 
* To Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment.” 


No. III. 


| ar Office, 25th May, 1786. 
«SIR, | 


I have had the honor of laying before the King, your 


Letters of the 15thand 17th of March last, and the Nar- 
© rative which accompanied the former, together with 
© Several Letters from Major General Shirley upon the 
same subject. The Proceedings of the General Court 
© Martial which gave rise to those Letters, have also been 
Lireported to his Majesty, by the Judge Advocate General; 
© and I am to inform you, that upon a mature considera- 
© tion of the whole, it appears to his Majesty, that where 
© his service is so essentially concerned, as in a matter re- 
specting the due and orderly administration of justice 


5 


© among his Troops, exclusive of the number of individu- | 


© als whose characters are involved in the question; no 
consideration of difficulty or trouble ought to weigh to 
© the prevention of an enquiry into the same, in the fullest 


and most solemn manner. And his Majesty has there- 


fore determined, that a General Court Martial shall be 
© held in this country, entirely composed of members not 
© under the degree of a Field Officer, for hearing and de- 
* termining, as well the complaint made against you by 
© the General Court Martial, which sat in the Island of 
© Antigua, for the Trial of Captain Hedges of the 67th 
© Regiment (a copy of which complaint I inclose herewith) 
© as those which any of the individual Members may fur- 
© ther think fit to prefer in consequence of allegations to 
© the prejudice of their characters contained in your Letters 
© and Narrative, copies of which, it will be my duty to 
© furtish them with, as the only proper means of bringing 
© these points to a legal issue. The 92 preferred 
against you by Captain Hedges (copies of which, and of 
some papers relative thereto are inclosed herewith) will 
© be investigated at the same time, if upon his specifying 
© the facts, which he will be called upon to do, they shall 
© appear to be a proper subject of inquiry by a Court 
Martial. 

© I shall signify the King's pleasure to the several Go- 


vernors in the West Indies, that such Witnesses as 


may be required to attend, either on the part of the Prose- 
© cution or Defence, shall have liberty to come to Europe, 
© and you will accordingly give notice to those whom you 


© mean to call on your part. You may be assured of the 


© earſiest communication of whatever Charges may further 
© be sent over against you, and of having a reasonable time 
© allowed you to p your Defence. 
As the nature of this business is such, that a very con- 
© siderable period must elapse before your Trial can be 


M — on, his Majesty is graciously pleased to release 


you from all personal restraint until his further order; 
© requiring only that you be in readiness to attend, when 
called upon, and that you do not in the mean time go to 
© any of the Leeward Islands. 
© I have the honor to be, 
*SIR 


© Your most obedient humble Servant, 
| *GEO. YONGE. 
* To Major BROWNE, of the 67th Regiment, Southampton.” 


« ANTIGUA, 8 
« To the Right Honourable, Sir GrorGe 
«© YoNGE, Bart. Secretary at War. 
« The MEMORIAL sf ROBERT HEDGES, 
„Captain in his Majesty's 67th Regiment of 
« Foot, 
„ SHEWETH, | 


« THAT your Memorialist, in consequence of 
Charges exhibited against him by Major Browne, 
late Commanding Officer of his Majesty's said 
46/th Regiment, was, on the 3oth day of January 
last, brought to Trial in this Island, before 


«a General Court Martial assembled for the 


< purpose. | 7 
That after a long and tedious investigation, 
„your Memorialist was, by the Sentence of the 


said Court, given on the 17th of this month, 


c honorably acquitted of such Charges. 


4 That your Memorialist, in consequence of the 


« injuries suffered from so vexatious and ground- 
© less a prosecution, and being well assured that 
the said Major Browne was himself guilty of 
« crimes of great magnitude, unbecoming the cha- 

; B t racter 


— — + - 
— — 


« rater of a Britich Officer, applied to Major 
« Sladden, Commanding Officer of the said 67th 
“Regiment, praying him, through the means of 
« Lieutenant Colonel Foster, of his Majesty's 66th 
Regiment, to lay before General Shirley, the 
« Commander in Chief of his Majesty's Forces in 
“ the Leeward Islands, Three several Crimes pre- 
© ferred by your Memorialist against the said Major 
John Browne. A copy of which Letter and 


„Crimes, your Memorialist has hereunto an- 


© nexed. | 
“ That notwithstanding the said Letter and 
4 Crimes were officially laid before the said Com- 
“ mander in Chief, he thought proper to disregard 
the same, and also to refuse his request of de- 
taining the said Major Fohn Browne in this 
« island, until his Majesty's pleasure should be 
known respecting him, as will also appear by the 
« Commander in Chief's Letter to Lieutenant 
« Colonel Foster, hereto annexed. - 
That your Memorialist humbly presumes to 
suggest, that following the said Major Fohn 
« Browne to Europe, as pointed out by the Com- 
mander in Chief in his said Letter, with the ab- 
solute necessity of being accompanied by all his 
<« witnesses, who are the major part of the Omicers, 
<« and many of the Men of the said 67th Regiment, 
vill be attended with an enormous expence and 
c inconvenience to your Memorialist, and highly 
4 iryurious to his Majesty's service. | 
* Your Memorialist therefore, with all due 
c“ respect, lays his situation before you, pray- 
« ing, that you would be pleased to repre- 
« Sent the same to his Majesty, that he may 
« direct such steps to be taken as he may deem 
most proper; | 
And your Memorialist will ever pray, &c. 
| ROBERT HEDGES, 
« Captain 67th Regiment.” 


LETTER FiRsT, referred to in the foregoing MEMORIAL. 
«STR, | 

Having been by the Sentence of the late Ge- 

t“ neral Court Martial honourably acquitted, which 
appeared in General Orders last night, I ad- 
dress myself to you as Commanding Officer of 

« the 67th Regiment, to intreat you to lay before 

„ Colonel Foster, the inclosed Crimes against Major 
« Browne, in order that they may be immediately 

© transmitted to the Commander in Chief. 
The injuries I have personally suffered, added 


“to the notorious misconduct of Major Browne, 


&« have urged me to this step, and which, I trust, I 
shall be able to justify to the public. 
J find by the General Orders, that Major 
« Browne has had ission to leave this island 
« for Europe, and departs in the Pacquet, which 
sails to-morrow evening. As the inconvenience 
© of my going to Europe, attended by my Witnesses, 
must forcibly strike every one, I should hope the 
« Commander in Chief would be induced to recall 
ce the permission, until his Majesty's pleasure is 


« known 
« am, 
« SIR, 
„ Your most obedient Servant, 
„ ROBERT HEDGES, 


“Captain 67th Regiment. 


3 a March 19th, 1786, 


« Major SLADDEN.” 


, < CRIMES inclased in the above Letter. 
„ Crimes exhibited by Captain Robert Hedges 
I against Major Browne. 
« First. For T y and Oppression.“ 
« Secondly.---For Cruelty as Commanding Officer of 
« the 67th Regiment.“ 
« Thirdly,---For Behaving in a Scandalous, Infamous 
Re. « Manner, unbecoming the Character 
« of an Officer and a Gentleman.” 
“ROBERT HEDGES, 
« Captain 67th Regiment.” 


SeconD LETTER, referred to by the foregoing MEMORIAL. 


« Clarke's Hill, March 20th, 1786. 
_ESIR, 


„ have had the honor to receive your Letter 


yesterday, with the several Letters inclosed, and 
* although it hurts my delicacy to refuse Captain 


4. 


Cit, though I am inform 


CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED ON 


« Fedges's request, yet I should feel myself more 
« hurt to retract the Leave I have already given 
« Major Browne, and signified in Public Orders, 
< as [do not see the necessity for it. However, if 
Captain Hedges chooses to go to England, he 
“may have leave to do so in any conveyance but 
the Pacquet. 
“J have the honor to be, 
: «STR, 
« Your most obedient humble Servant, 
| « THOMAS SHIRLEY. 
« To Lieutenant Colonel FOSTER.” 


No. IV. 


MES Southampton, May 26th, 1786. 
CSIR, | | 

J am just honoured by your Letter of the 25th inst. 
© with the different Inclosures, viz. the Report of the Ge- 
© neral Court Martial relative to the circumstance which 


© they mention caused their resolution respecting my arrest; 


© Captain Hedges's Memorial and Charges against me; 
© with his Majesty's gracious Determination on the bu- 
© siness, . 

© I beg leave to observe that Thomas Warner, Esq; who 
© ated as Judge-Advocate, is a material and necessary 
© Evidence, as his Testimony will in a great measure de- 
© cide the Business relative to the General Court Martial ; 
© and must therefore request you will be pleased to take 
such steps as seem expedient to you, in order to procure 
© his attendance, My Evidences are as per margin, viz. 


Lieutenant Mabon, © Adjutant Stewart, 
© Lieutenant Green, © Duarter-Master Griffin, 
© Lieutenant Heard, © Serjeant Major Blanch, 
© Surgeon Dillon, © Serjeant Riely, and 

© Serjeant of the Band Rawlins, 


© All either at Antigua or St. Kitts. General Shirley's 
© presence I shall dispense with, though he informed me 
© he was willing to bear Testimony to the high Order and 
Discipline of the Regiment lately under my Command; 
© but that can be done by Letter; if not, I shall wave 
ed. it will be necessary. 

Give me leave now, Sir, to return you my most grate- 
© ful and unfeigned acknowledgments for the trouble you 
© have taken in laying before his Majesty in so clear a point 


© of view, so complicated a business; which has occasioned a 


© determination so equitable to all and so pleasing to me, 
© which cannot fail of impressing me, if possible, with a a 
« $till greater zeal and duty for so gracious and just a 
© master. 


© I beg leave to — with great truth, 


© Your most obedient humble Servant, 
| | J. BROWNE, 
Major 67th Regiment. 
© Ta the Right Honourable Sir Geo. YoNct, Bart. 
| „„ | 


No. V. 


| © War-Office, 3oth May, 1786. 
«SIR, Mee, 3 ay, 17 

J have received your letter of the 26th instant, and 
shall write by the next Pacquet to Major General Shirley, 
© to desire that the Witnesses you have therein specified 
© may be ordered home. 

© In regard to Mr. Warner, your wishes for his attend- 
© ance shall also be signified through General Shirley; and 
© I sincerely hope that Gentleman may be induced to come 


| © over, as you represent his testimony to be material for 


© your defence; but since no order can be given him for that 
purpose, nor any charge brought against the public for 


© his attendance, it must rest with you to take such mea- 


©sures as you may think most likely to procure that at- 


c 
tendance. I am SIR, 
© Your most obedient humble Servant, 
SEO. YONGE. 
© Major BROwNE, | 
© 67th Regiment.” 


No. VI. 


© Southampton, Fune 5th, 1786. 


©<SIR, | | 

I have been honoured with your letter of the 3oth of 

© May, in answer to which give me leave to observe :---I 
© humbly apprehend while any matter remains in dispute, 
© relative to the Proceedings of the General Court Martial 
© lately assembled for the Trial of Captain Hedges in - 
ES | | © Islanc 


© the Secretary at War and the 
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* Island of Antigua, the Judge-Advocate of the same will 


© be found a material Evidence, and can hardly refuse to 


© come to Europe if ordered by you. | 
I beg leave also to submit, in the present case, in which 
© the Honor and Discipline of his Majesty's Service are 
© equally concerned, how far any expence attending the 
© Same, can be an object to the Public; or how far they 
can expect the Service to be carried on at a private indi- 
vidual's expence. : | 

© However, Sir, not to trespass on your time, give me 


© leave most solemnly to assure you, I am very far from 


* wishing to throw any difficulties in the way to prevent 
© his Majesty's gracious intentions from being fully com- 
© plied with; and on the conclusion, when you will then be 
perfectly acquainted with the merits of this Business, any 
© expence which you may think improperly incurred on the 
© Public and chargeable to me, I am ready to resign my 
Commission for the payment, satisfied in the preserva- 
© tion of my Honor, though at the loss of my Fortune 
© and Profession. TOR! x 
Ill beg leave to Ry with great truth, 
0 
© Your most obedient humble Servant, 
J. BROWNE, 
Major 67th Regiment. 
© The Right Honourable Sir Geo. YonGE, Bart. 
© Secretary at Mar, Cc. c. Ec.“ 


No. VII. 


| X © IVar-Offie, 25th May, 1786. 
2 
J have the Honor to acquaint you with his Majesty's 
© Determination, that the Complaint made against Major 
Browne, of the 67th Regiment of Foot under your Com- 
© mand, by the General Court Martial which sat on the 
© Trial of Captain Hedges of the same Corps, and any 
© Charges which individual Members thereof may prefer 
© against the Major in consequence of matters since al- 
© ledged by him to the prejudice of their Characters, shall 
© be enquired into by a 7 — Court Martial; as also 
© the Charges prefer d against Major Browne by Captain 
Hedges, if upon his specifying the Facts, they shall ap- 
C to be a proper subject of enquiry by a Court 
5 Martial | 13 
© The nature of this business requiring the fullest and 
© most solemn Hearing and Adjudication, by Officers of 
- © high Rank and Experience in the Service, it is impossible 
© that a proper Court Martial should be assembled for that 
© purpose in the West Indies.---And his Majesty therefore 


purposes that Major Browne shall be brought to Trial in 


c this Country. No | 
His Majesty's Service renders it absolutely necessary 
© that Lieutenant Colonel Crosbie should proceed without 
© delay to Antigua, to take the Command of the Regiment; 
Land as it is more than probable that the attendance of 
© most of the Officers now in that Island will be required 
© here, either on the part of the Prosecution or of Major 
© Browne : It his Majesty's further pleasure, that you do 
* forthwith order all the Officers of your Regiment now 
© at home, to repair immediately to Antigua, notwithstand- 


© ing their being absent with the King's leave, or employed ; 


© on the Recruiting Service. 
J have the Honor to be, &c. &c. 

| GEO. YONGE. 

© To Lieutenant General MAXWELL.” 


No. VIII. 


Antigua, July 26th, 1786. 
«SIR. mu July 7 
© On Monday last I was favoured with your Letter of 
© the 27th of May, acquainting me that a General Court 
Martial would be held at the Horse-Guards, for your 
Trial on the Arrest of the Court Martial of which I was 
© Judge-Advocate; and also that 2 had named me to 


Evidence on your behalf. It is unnecessary for me to 
mention to you, Sir, my situation in General Shirley's 
© family, and that for that reason alone it is impossible for 
© me now to leave Antigua. But added to this, the expence 
I should be at in going to and returning from England, 
supporting myself whilst there, the interruption to my 
© own private affairs, as well as the loss in my professional 


line, would not be recompensed by 500 Guineas. 


© Under these Circumstances, Sir, I trust you will see how 
I impracticable it is for me to leave Antigua; and was it 
| a or proper for me in any respect to leave General 


irley's family, which it is not, J confess to you, Sir, 


eneral as an essential 


that my own private fortune is very inadequate to the 
© bearing of such considerable expence. 

But, Sir, if there is any Part of your Narrative whicli 
you think my Testimony can support in your favor, I 
* will most readily give it in any mode that can be devised 
for taking it here; and I should apprehend that by con- 
* sulting Sir Charles Gould, or some of my Brethren, you 
* would not be at a loss to fix on some proper plan for the 


8 
purpose. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
8 
Jour most obedient Servant, 
THOMAS WARNER. 
7 Major BROWNE, 
*67th Regiment,” 


No. IX. 


| © Southampton, August 316. 1786, 
8IR, 
© beg leave to inform you of the arrival of the following 


| ©Evidences, summoned by me, viz, Lieut. Mahon, Lieut. 


Heard, Adjutant Stewart, Surgeon Dillon, Serjeant Major 
© Blanche, Serjeant Reily, and Serjeant Rawlins, all of the 
© 67th (or South Hampshire) Regiment. Lieutenant Green 
© by some accident let the Ship sail without him, and 
< . Griſſin required a week or two to settle 
© his regimental accounts, the above Evidences having 
© sailed at two days notice. 

J have received a letter from Thoman Warner, Esq; 
© the Judge-Advocate of the General Court Martial held 
© on Captain Hedges, informing me it was impossible for 
© him to come to Europe; that 500 Guineas would not 


| © recompence him for the loss his private affairs would 


© $ustain by his absence; but that if there was any Part 
© of my Narrative which I thought his Testimony could 
© Support, he was ready to give it in any mode that Sir 
© Charles Gould should judge proper for taking it at 
© Antigua, | ES 

© I am therefore to request, as a justice due to all parties, 
© that Sir Charles Gould may point out the proper mode 
© for taking this Gentleman's deposition, who is in law 
© the best witness, and always resorted to on similar occa- 
© Sions. However, should Sir Charles Gould think dif- 
© ferently, I shall not press the matter further, being confi- 
dent I shall find little difficulty in proving the unjust, 
© cruel, and illegal Proceedings of that Court Martial. 

© I have further to hope Captain Hedges will not be per- 
© mitted by any evasion to recede from the Charges he has 
© brought against me; and when it appears he has not a 


© Shadow of grounds to produce in support of the same, 


© then the mutinous tendency of his conduct must be 
© apparent. 


I am therefore now only to request you will let me 
© know, as nearly as possible, what time the General Court 


Martial may be ordered by his Majesty to assemble for 
- © my Trial, as it will tend much to convenience me. 


© I have the honour to be, with great truth, 


<SIR | 
© Your most obedient humble Servant, | 
J. BROWNE, 
Major 67th Regiment. 


©The Right Hon. Sir Geo YONGE, Bart. 
Or Te Ie: 


No. X. 
2 | « War-Offce, 24 September, 1786. 
<SIR, ; | | | 
am directed by the Secretary at War to acknowledge 


© the receipt of your letter of the 31st ulto. and to ac- 
© quaint you, that he is of opinion no steps can be taken 
© with respect to the subject of your Letter, until further 
© accounts and arrivals from the West-Indies. - 
© T have the honour to be, 
<SIR, 
© Your most obedient, 
© Humble Servant, 

*M. LEWIS. 

© Major BROWNE, 67th Regt. 185 
© Southampton.” 


No. XI. 


© Southampton, September 19th, 1786. 
<SIR, MS 
© Since I had the honour of writing to you on the 31st 
© of August, Lieutenant Green has arrived in the Pacquet 
* from Antigua at Falmouth, having by some accident 
© not received General Shirley's leave to sail for Europe, 
| | © tall 


2 
7 


s 
i 
{ 
! 


© Major Browne, 67th Regiment, 


© till two days after the other Officers departure.---I now 


© beg leave to observe, all the Witnesses on my part are 
© arrived, except Quarter-Master Griffin and Thomas | 


© Warner, Es g. 
| J have the honor to be, 
| | SIR, 
8 * F BROWNE 
2 : | © Major 67th Regiment. 
© The Right Honorable, Sir 8 
GEO. Vox GE, Bart. 
© Secretary at War, 
Se. Cc. Qt. 


No. XII. 


© WWar-Office, 25th October, 1786. 

IN., 

] have been under the necessity of deferring to answer 
© that part of your letter of the 31st August last, which 
© proposes taking of Mr. Warner's Deposition in the 
© West-Indies, untill I could have an „ of con- 
© ferring upon the subject with Sir Charles Gould, who 
© only returned to town a few days ago. 

"2M So now to acquaint you, that after the most mature 
© consideration, it is our joint opinion, that no mode of 


c taking Mr. Warner's Deposition in the West-Indies can 


© be devised, which will not be liable to many and serious 
© difficulties, even in regard to the matters immediately in 
question: and that the effect of such a measure, on 
© viewed in a general light as a precedent that may be called 


into practice on future occasions, may lead to conse- 


© quences so incompatible with the rules and principles 
© essential to the due administration of Justice, that we 
© agree in the absolute inadmissibility of Mr. Varner's 
© Testimony if so taken; and this we do with the less re- 
© Iuftance, observing by your letter that you are not your- 
© Self inclined to press the proposal, unless it had consisted 
© with our sentiments. | 

Major General Shirley having transmitted to me a letter 
© from Captain Hedges, wherein he declines complying 


with the requisition made to him for a Specification of 


©the Charges by him exhibited against you, and assigns 
© his reasons for giving up the prosecution of those 
Charges: I have had the honour of laying Captain 
© Hedges's letter before the King, and, by His 2 or- 
* der, Ino send you . thereof; and acquaint 
you, that if such be your wish, after consideration of 
© the circumstances stated by Captain Hedges, as well as 
© of the delay which another reference to the West-Indies 
© will create, in bringing to an issue the other Matters in 


_ © which you are concerned, Captain Hedges will be peremp- 


© toril uired, by the King's express Command, to de- 
b — 2 th an — Specification of 
© the Articles of Charge which he has to alledge against 
* you, as a ground of his general accusation of- Tyranny, 
and Oppression, Cruelty as Commanding Officer of the 


6/th Regiment, and infamous and scandalous Behaviour, 
© unbecoming an Officer and a Gentleman. Instructions 


vill at the same time be given to General Shirley, that if 


© the Articles so specified, shall appear to him to be of a 
nature properly cognizable by a Court Martial, and such 
© as, if proved, would maintain that Accusation---He is 
further to call on Captain Hedges to == out the Wit- 


© nesses necessary for supporting the Charge; and when 
pointed out, to require those Witnesses, as well as Captain 
© Hedges himself, to repair forthwith to London, in order 
© to their being examined before the Court Martial, in- 
© tended to be convened at the Horse Guards, for the 
purpose of enquiring into the several Charges exhibited 
© against you. 

This Requisition being made, should Captain Hedges 


_ © decline or neglect to specify the Articles of his Charge, or 


should the Articles, when specified, appear to be unworthy 
© of solemn investigation; I have the King's permission 
© to say, that His Majesty will consider Captain Hedges's 
* Accusation as ill founded, and his attack upon your Cha- 


_ © racteras injurious. 


© I have the honor to be, 
E 
© Your most obedient and 
© Most humble Servant, | 
*GEO. YONGE. 


© Southampton,” 


t. John's Barracks. ust 5th, 1786. 
«SIR, F August 5%, 17 
I have thus long delayed answering your Excellency's 
letter, enclosing the Extract of a Letter from the Secretary 


_ CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED ON 


©at War, in order that I might consider the subject of it 
© more attentively; and I now beg leave to observe, that I 
wish to decline complying with Sir George Yonge's re- 
quest, for the reasons that I shall now offer to your 
© Excellency. | 


© At the time that I preferred my Charges agai t 
id 


* Major Browne, 1 was induced to hope he would have 


© been detained in the West-Indies, and take his Trial 
© here: On the spot my Evidences were, and where I 
© could have conducted the prosecution without disad- 
© vantage to myself, or inconvenience to the Regiment ; 
© but as he was suffered to depart for England, and it is 


His Majesty's pleasure that any specific complaints to be 


© made, be exhibited at the Horse Guards, the obstacles 


| © to my pursuing my original intentions are almost insu- 
© perable. 


© The heavy charges that would attend my going to 
© England, which must inevitably follow, are what I at 
present, can very ill afford. This however, is not the most 
important object of my consideration: Let you Excel- 
© lency but for a moment reflect, what an expence I 
© Should throw on the Sulbatern, and other Officers of the 
© 67th Regiment now here, whose presence would be ab- 
© solutely necessary; and this added to the further incon- 
© yenience of being obliged to take the Non-commissioned 
© Officers, and a considerable number of the Private Men, 
© from the present place of the Regiment's destination. The 
© Regiment has already suffered much by one Court Mar- 
© tial, and I should be sorry to be the means of so greatly 
© distressing it by a second prosecution. 

© Tf his Majesty should be pleased to send Major Browne 
* to these Islands to take his Trial, I should be then very 
© ready to exhibit specific Charges, as intimated by Sir 
© George Yonge, though your Excellency must be sensible 
© that his Charges against me, were of a general nature ; 
© and though repeatedly urged him to be specific, I could 
© not obtain it, and I went to my Trial without knowing 
© where, and at what time I had acted improperly. 

© I trust your Excellency will not attribute my reluctance 
to stand forward when required, to any other reasons 
© than what I have just stated. None others operate upon 
© me: The Charges already given in by me, are not frivo- 
© lous, nor should they want support; and I must con- 
© fess, that I do extreme violence to my own feelings, upon 
© this occasion, in not carrying on the Prosecution against 
© Major Browne ; but I sacrifice myself, that I may not 
© lead my brother Officers to expence, and inconvenience, 
© and that I may avoid prejudicing the 67th Regiment, and 
© His Majesty's Service. 

© I have the honor to be, 
<SIR, 
© Your Excellency's, 
Most obedient, and 
Most humble Servant, 
ROB T. HED GES, 


Captain 67th Regiment. 
His Excellency _ n 
© Major General SHIRLEY, 
Se. Ge. Ge.“ 
No. XIII. 


© Southampton, October 28th, 1786. 
©SIR), 8 
I have been honored with your letter of the 25th inst. 


Lexplaining the reasons, which in the joint opinion of your- 
| © Self and Sir Charles Gould, render a Deposition of Mr. 


© Warner, taken in the West-Indies, inadmissible Evi- 
© dence on a General Court Martial in London; inclosing 
© also a letter from Captain Hedges to Major General 
© Shirley, wherein he declines either to specify Facts, or 
© Support a Prosecution against me at the Horse Guards: 
© and making known his Majesty's gracious intentions 


(concerning the future conduct of this business. 


© Though agreeable to the wishes Ihave uniformly held 
© for the most thorough investigation, I warmly desired to - 
© have the advantage of Mr. Warner's Testimony, which 
© from his profession, and the part he has borne in this 
transaction, must derive considerable additions of weight 
© and credibility ;, yet fully sensible that I have received, 
© and shall contmue to receive every justice, I chearfull 
© decline pressing any proposal incompatable with suc 
© opinions. Whatever is conceived best for his Majesty's 
© Service, I willingly accede to, having neither an interest, 
© nor a hope, in this contest, separate from it. 
I will now request your indulgence to make some re- 
© marks on the reasons assigned by Captain Hedges in his 
© letter for declining, after being called upon, to specify the 
© fats he means to adduce against me, or to conduct his 
© Progecution, Ree 

* Having 


t Having 22 for the length of time he has taken 
© to consider the subject, he states first: — | 

« At the time J preferred my Charges against Major 
« Rymwne, I was induced to hope, he would have been de- 
cc tained in the West-Indies, and taken his Trial here.“ 

This, and this reason alone of all he has advanced, 
J admit the truth of, and I know by what means he was 
© induced to hope. As soon as the members of the Court 
© Martial knew I had obtained leave to return to Europe, 
© they took the alarm, and were indefatigable in their appa- 
© rent endeavours to ward off the blow they s::w impending 
© from this measure; for although they thought, or affected 
© to think their proceedings would be deemed sacred, and 
© that if I obtained a Trial, it must be in the West-Indies 
still they judged it the most secure way to keep me 
(there; but finding influence, persuasion, and perseverance 
© (which I have good reason to be convinced were used), 
© all ineffectual, to make General Shirley revoke his per- 
© mission, while on the contrary he confirmed it in the 
© same orders which approved their sentence, it then 
© became their dernier resort to spirit up Captain Hedges to 
© pive in these Charges.---< Now” they affirmed, General 
« Shirley could. not permit me to leave the Island,“ and 
© they laid it down as an axiom, that I must be tried on 
© Captain Hedges's Charges in the West-Indies. With this 
© fancied limitation of his Majesty's authority they were 
© forced to console themselves, when they found how un- 
© guccessful they were in limiting that of his representative. 
© If by this manzuvre they could have brought me to 
© Trial at Antigua, the point was gained; if not, the 
© Charges, as is now attempted, might easily be evaded. 


And Captain Hedges, they knew, would be as insensible 


to the injury his own honor must receive in declining, if 
© productive of no worse consequences, as he was callous 


© to mine or indifferent to that of his Majesty's Service, in 


© preferring them. 
© He then proceeds to state as a further reason, - 

« In the West-Indies I could have conducted the Pro- 
_ © gecution without disadvantage to myself.“ 

When the good of the Service, the importance of 
© bringing so atrocious a criminal to punishment, and 
© the support of his own honor, enter unitedly into 
© competition with his advantage---pecuniary as he ex- 
. © _ afterwards,---it is plain which has'the preference. 

© But to do him justice, he adds * or inconvenience to the 


Regiment, ---of which he here slightly, and in the 


© next paragraph more avowedly conceives himself the best 
judge. He ends his present argument with saying,--- 
« But as Major Browne was suffered to depart for Eng- 
land, and it is his Majesty's pleasure that any specific 
Complaints to be made, be exhibited at the Horse 
* Guards, the obstacles to my pursuing my original in- 
© tentions, are almost insuperable.“ 
© It seeins he has the presumption to differ from his Ma- 
© jesty in tlie means and place for obtaining Justice. Mea- 
© sures which the King judges most conducive to that end, 
- © after © mature deliberation””---he calls „almost insupe- 
< rable obstacles.”---and it is not unworthy remark, that 
© of all the persons, however respectable, concerned in this 
© business, the members of the Court Martial alone meet 
© with his perfect approbation. 
The heavy charges that would attend my going to 


« England, are what I at present can very ill afford; how- 


4 ever, this is not the most important object of my conside- 
« ration : let your Excellency, but for a moment reflect 
« what an expence I should throw on the Subaltern and 
4 other Officers of the 67th Regiment, now here, whose 
presence would be absolutely necessary.“ 

To this assertion I hardly suspected he would have 


© stooped, one of his never failing sources of declamation 


© having been my comparative poverty and his indepen- 
© dance.---As to his consideration for his brother Officers, 
© meaning those who are to support his accusations, one 
© might suppose, from the delicacy he feels at his putting 
© them to expence, that it is his private cause they are to 
© support, not a matter of general and public concern to 
© the whole Regiment and Army ; but this appears also the 
more evasive, when you consider, the 
© moned on my part had sailed at the time for Europe, 


none above the rank of a Subaltern, and forming at least 
: © one half of those who can be called on by either party. 


I am now perfectly certain, his next excuse will be 
© naming the Regiment or the greater part as his Wit- 


© nesses, for he approaches to it already by urging, © The 
further inconvenience of being obliged to take the non- 


« commissioned Officers and a considerable number of the 
private Men, from the present place of the Regiment's 
6 destination.”” | 8 | 

On his Trial his Witnesses swore, that he said, © he 
* would do his Duty, because he knew I would take the 
first opportunity to bring him to a Court Martial, if he 


 Erew 


fficers sum- 
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did not.” ---Ignorant of this motive, I thanked him for 
his extraordinary attention, both in my public orders 
* and private letters ;---thus it is clear, I was full as ready to 
as to punish ;---and as in rewarding, I eviden- 
* tally sacrificed the sense of my personal affronts, to the 
discipline of his Majesty's Service, I hope it is not pre- 
sumption to expect, that my attempt at last to punish, 
will not be imputed to worse motives. But I principally 
introduce these words from Captain Wilsn's evidence, 
to point out more forcibly the vast change and refor- 
© mation in Captain Hedges's principles. Then he onl 
did his regular duty from avowedly the most selfis 
cause. Now he is even disobedient to the commands 
© of his Sovereign, -from the excessive love he bears to 


© the service, and so minute are his cares) from a dread 


* of the inconvenience, which would result to the 67th 
© Regiment, from a want of Non-Commissioned Officers. 

© He finishes this sentence, by declaring, “ the Regiment 
has already suffered much from one Court Martial, and 
„J should be sorry to be the means of so greatly distres- 
sing it by a second Prosecution.” | 

© "This would have been well considered before he pre- 
© ferred his charges,---but he would explain the incon- 
© sistency, by saying, © he expected I should have been 
e tried on the spot, where he could have condu ted tile 
« Prosecution without disadvantage to himself, or incon- 
« venience to the Regiment, - and with this laudable 
© feeling for the Service, the pt where he still wishes to 
© have me tried, is the identical place where the Court 
© Martial sat, from which he himself declares the Regi- 
© ment has suffered so much already. | 

© It was unfortunate he forgot the last quotation, before 
© he began his next paragraph, stating,---< If his Majesty 
should be — to send Major Brown? to these 
Islands to take his Trial, I should be then very ready 
to exhibit specific Charges.“ | 

© 'This is rather contradictory; but his meaning is, that 
© if he could have me tried at Antigua, and by the Officers, 
© and in the manner he and I so lately experienced there, 
© he would be then very ready to forget what the Regiment 
© might suffer, and hecome my Prosecutor. 

« Though your Excellency must be sensible, that his, 
« (Major Browne”s ) Charges against me were of a general 
ce nature, and though I repeatedly urged him to be spe- 


« cific, I could not obtain it; and I went to my Trial 


« without knowing where, and at what times I had ated 
„ improperly.” 


] beg leave to declare on my honor, that he neither 
© demanded, nor did I refuse to specify facts, and if a 


doubt of this remains, I request General Shirley may be 


© referred to,---and when Cavtain Hedges is thus oblig- 
©ed to assert a gross falsehood, to evade complying _ 
© with his Majesty's orders, the whole of his assertions 
surely deserve less credit ;---but it will be seen in Lieu- 
© tenant Green's examination * Hedoes did not 
© require such information, as at a Meeting of the Officers 
© previous to his Arrest, he points out exactly the heads 
© of the Crimes on which he was afterwards tried ;---and 
© 2 man who is conscious of his crime, must also be con- 
© scious of the time and place of its commission. 
He concludes, with declaring, © his Charges are not 
« frivolous, nor should they want support; and confesses, 
che does extreme violence to his own feelings, in not car- 
« rying on the Prosecution against Major Browne,” ---but 


« generously, © sacrifices himself,“ rather than lead his 


© brother Officers to expence and inconvenience. 

J am not surprized at his sacrificing himself to his 
© Witnesses,---he can make no sacrifice that will more 
© than repay those Gentlemen for the lengths they have 
© gone in his Service---and I suppose in his asszrtion about 
© prejudicing the 67th Regiment, he flattered himself, that 
© he could. cloak his conduct as effectually here, as it is 
© done on the proceedings of that respectable Gurt; by 


© whom such was declared perfectly proper, and by whom 


© he was most honourably acquitted, 
© Having now closed my remarks on Captain Hedges's 
© Letter, and the apparent weakness of his attempts to 
© evade bringing my Character to the test of the strictest 
© enquiry ; it cannot be wondered, from the recollection of 
© the long, severe, and reiterated attacks I have sustained, 
© added to the consideration of what I have so lately suf- 
© fered from a partial investigation, that I beg leave to 
© decline meeting any but the fullest and most extensive 
© the business is susceptible of.---I would wish it to em- 
© brace every action of my life, connected with his Majesty's 
© Service,---And therefore, I hope you will enter into my 
© reasons, and do me the honor of explaining them to the 
© King, for preferring to wait the result of another reference 
© to Antigua, notwithstanding the cruel and severe weight, 
© under which, by this means, I still continue to labour.--- 
Though were my present 30 capable of a 
N they 


*_ © tard or prevent the issuing of the warrant, and which 
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© they must receive it from Captain Hedges's display of 


c rs futility of his Charges, of the malicious scheme plan- 


© ned in preferring them,---and the weakness of the mo- 
© tives he is. obliged to urge;---first, for accusing, and after- 
© wards for deserting his accusation;---and also, from the 
© determination graciously manifested by his Majesty, to 
open a way for my obtaining substantial justice, and proving, 
© that a zeal for his Service has been with my various 
© enemies my only fault, as in _— it is my only pride, 
© and that in the steady pursuit of this objeR,---though I 
© have not aimed at popularity, I have studiously en- 
© deavoured to incroach as little upon the ease of the Sol- 
dier, or the pleasure of the Officer, as my ideas of Duty 
© could warrant. . | 
I am therefore only to demand, Captain Hedges may 
© be called on in the manner stated in your Letter---con- - 
© fident, „should he decline, or neglect to specify the 
& articles of his Charge, or should the articles when spe- 
&« cified, appear to be unworthy of solemn investigation, --- 
I shall receive a vindication and atonement proportioned 
© to the calumnies with which my Character has been 
loaded, added to the insults, disgraces, and injuries I have 
personally suffered. = 


II have the Honor to be, 
| c er highest respect, 
© Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 
J. BROWNE. 
IN © Major 67th Regiment, 
P. S. I again beg leave to request such Orders may 
© be sent to — Shirley, as appear most proper to 
© obtain Quarter-Master Griffin's attendance, his evi- 
© dence being highly essential to me. N 


© The Right Honourable 
Sir GeoRGE YoNGs, Bart. &c, Sc. Cc.“ 


No. XIV. ö 


© Southampton, February 3d, 1787. 


*SIR, 

© By the last Pacquet from Antigua, I am informed of 
© the death of Quarter-Master Griffin, by which I am de- 
© prived of a most essential evidence, an irreparable loss, 
© and severe misfortune to me. | 

< I think it necessary to mention this circumstance (tho? 
© doubtless you are already apprized of it) to prevent the 
© existence of an idea, that any delay has been caused by 
© me, in preventing his Majesty's intentions (as communi- 
© cated to me by your letter of 25th May, 1786) being in- 
© stantly complied with. | 
I am also induced to hope, you will do me justice 
 ©toadmit ; that through the various stages of this business, 
© the delays have only originated with my Prosecutors; 
© and, I trust, from every principle of justice and hu- 
© manity, as well 2s from your Letter of 25th of October, 
© that no further procrastination can possibly take place 
© mm prosecuting the matters in which I am concerned be- 
© ing now brought to an immediate issue ; and this I the 
© more warmly press, when I consider by the recent in- 
© Stance, the risk I daily run by further delay, of losing 
© other of my ew remaining evidences. 

© At the expiration of this month (before which period 
© Captain Hedges's final determination must arrive) J shall 
© expect the order, and be prepared for my Trial.---But 
© Should Lieutenant Colonel Foster offer any excuses to re- 


© may appear deserving notice,---I trust I may be per- 
© mitted to answer such objections, either before a Board 
© of General Officers, or in any other manner the King 
© may deem most proper. WW 

© 1 am now under the most ignominious Arrest, one year, 
© by the Orders of Lieutenant Colonel Foster and his as- 
© Sociates ; the same arguments therefore that he may ad- 
© vance to prevent my Trial commencing next month, 
vill be equally forcible ten years hence. 

© Placing every confidence in the perfect a / wage of 
© your representations to the King---and confident of re- 
© ceiving the most exemplary justice, 

© | have the Honor to be, 
© With great respect, 
*SIR, 
© Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 
J. BROWNE. 
| © Major 67th Regiment. 
© The Right Honourable | 

© &ir GxoRGE YONGE, Bart. 


© Becretary at War, &c. &c. Cc. | ZI 


No. XV. 


c Eh 3 
TY War Office, 3d February, 1787. ; 


II have received your Letter of yesterday's date; and 
© can assure you, that no delay will be admitted in 


© bringing your business to a hearing, but upon proper 
© grounds. | | ; 
I have the Honor to be, | 


© Your most obedient 
© Humble Servant, 


* GEORGE YONGE. 
© Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment, 
© Southampton.” 
No. XVI. 


IAEA © Antigua, December 31, 1786. 
SIR, o moer 3 | 7 = 
© Your Letter of the 5th of September last, I have re- 
© ceived, and I should have answered it long before, but I 
© was, on its arrival here, almost at the point to die, and 
© even now, I am not thoroughly recovered. f 

© Government, as well as yourself, declining to be at 
© any expence on my going to England, put that mattey 
© out of doubt, and make it impracticable that I should go 
© to Europe. 3 98 
] have seen your Narrative sent to General Shirley, and 
©as to any facts contained therein, I sliould have been 
© ready to depose, could a proper mode of doing it here 
© have been found ou. | 8 
The mode you suggest in your letter, I never could 
© have consented to, as I elearly saw that testimony, taken 
© in that manner, could not be admissible; and I have been 
since confirmed in that opinion, by the joint sentiments 
© of the Secretary at War, and Sir C. Gould, who agree, 
© that no method of taking my testimony here can be 
© devised, which will not admit of unsurmountable . ob- 
© jections, OP 
© T have communicated that part of your letter con- 
© cerning General Shirley to him, | > 10 
: 


8IR, 
© Your very obedient, | 
© Humble Servant, on 
| THOMAS WARNER. 
© Major BROWNE.” | Wer: 


© The General desires me to say, in answer to your let- 

© ter, wishing him to give you a Character, that he can- 

© not say more than he has already said in his letter to the 

© Secretary at War, to which letter he begs to refer 

_ and that you may use his name to obtain a Copy 
Ot it. | 


No. XVII. 


RUE © IVar-Office, 3d March, 1787. 

7 , 82 

The Secretary at War being much hurried by a va- 

© riety of Parliamentary business, has ordered me to ac- 
© quaint you, that by the Pacquet just arrived from the 
Leeward Islands, a letter has been received from Major 
General Sir Thomas Shirley, transmitting a Specification 
* of the Charges preferred by Captain Hedges against you; 


and signifying (in obedience to his Majesty's Instructions) 


© the Generals own Opinion, that none of the said Charges 
* can, with propriety, be now investigated by a Court Mar- 
© tial, except the article of Cruelty as Commanding Of- 
« ficer of the 67th Regiment, towards Thomas Edwards, a 
« private Soldier of the said Regiment ;” the specification of 
* which Charge is hereunto annexed.” | Fs 


© Sir George Yonge. having laid these dispatches before 


the King; his Majesty was pleased to approve the judg- 


ment given by General Shirley, and has accordingly di- 
© rected you to be informed, that it is his intention, that, 


besides the Charges preferred against you by the Mem- 


© bers of the Court Martial, which sat on the Trial of 
© Captain Hedges; you shall also answer the charge touch- 
© ing Thomas Ae before a Court Martial to be as- 
© sembled as soon as Captain Hedges and his Witnesses 

© arrive from the West Indies. 

Sir George Yonge is sorry to add, that General Shirley 
© has not sent the Witnesses home by the present oppor- 
© tunity; waiting for his Majesty's final Orders, which 
© will be dispatched to him by the Pacquet of Wednesday 


© next, | 
bY Should 


© Should you, in consequence of the Charge now specified, 
© have occasion to call on any Witnesses who are in the 
© West-Indies ; if you will send a list of them to this 
© Office on or before Wednesday next, it shall be for- 
© warded to the General with the public Dispatches. 
J am, SIR, 


© Your most obedient humble Servant, 
5 M. LEWIS; 
© Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment.” 
Southampton. 


© SgconD CRIME Cruelty as Commanding Officer of the 
| 67th Regiment. 


© Fpecific Charge----Copy of the Deposition of 


© Thomas Edwards, a Private in Major Browne's 
© Company, now living, taken before Philip Hicks, 
© Esq; one of the Justices assigned to keep the Peace 
in the Island of Antigua. 


© Personally ap before me Thomas Edwards, a 
© private Soldicr in the 67th Regiment of Foot, stationed 
in this Island, who being duly sworn upon the Holy 
«© Evangelists of Almighty God, maketh Oath and saith, 
© That he was on the 20th day of October, 1783, at 


© Dublin in the kingdom of Ireland, taken by hn 
© Browne, Esq; Major of the said Regiment, to be his 


© 8ervant the said Major * Brotune having then just 
joined the said Regiment), and that he continued in such 
8 . till the ist day of February, in the Year of our 
Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-Five, 
ven the said en Browne left Ireland for Eng- 
land, and after his departure wrote to Dublin for this 
© Deponent to repair to him; that accordingly he sailed for 
© England, and arrived in a few days, but did not proceed 
© to Bath, the place the Major then was, but set out to 
© Shropshire, where his friends were, and remained there 
some time; and was about to join his master, when he 
© heard he had returned to Ireland to join the Regiment in 
© Kinsale. And the thirteenth of March this Deponent 
© also returned to Dublin, and from thence on the seven- 


© teenth of the same month, repaired to the Regiment at 


© Kinsale. That upon joining the Regiment he was in- 
© formed that Major Browne had advertised him, and had 
© reported he had robbed him of several Articles intrusted 
© to his charge when he left Ireland, which this Deponent 
© absolutely denies having done. That some Boxes and 
© Trunks were left under his care locked up in a room of 
© the House of Mr. Browne in Sackville-street, Dublin, 
© he acknowledges; but on his departure from Ireland he 
© left the key with a Mrs. Garraly, the house-keeper of the 
said Mr. Browne, and to his knowledge none of the 
© articles were at that time or afterwards stolen or taken 
© away. That he was reported to the Commanding 
© Officer, then Chanel Crosbie, and he believes by his Or- 
© ders confined as a Deserter, or upon Major Broawne's 
© assertions, as a Thief, and he remained so till he was sent 
© on board Ship. That he was afterwards Hand-cuffed 
© and put on board the Fame Transport in Cork Harbour, 
© with the rest of the Company ; when, as this Deponent 
nas been informed and believes, the Command of the 
© Regiment devolved to the said Major Browne, who em- 
© harked on board the same Transport with this Depo- 
nent. That three days after they sailed, the Deponent 
© being still Hand-cuffed, a small Rope was fastened round 
© his neck, and then passed and bound his legs, which was 
© done by. Major Browne's Orders (it being executed by 
© Fames Legget, Drum-Major), and in that situation being 
© unable to move a limb, he was regularly brought up at 
© day-light on the quarter-dect, by the watch, and carried 
© down at night to his birth below, That Major Browne 
© perceiving the said Rope not to be cf sufficient thickness, 
cursed and swore at the said Janes Legzet, and ordered 
© him to get a thicker one, when a large Ship's Rope was 
© procured, which was passed round his neck and legs in a 
similar manner, and with that he continued constantly 
© for three weeks, when the humanity of the Boatswain 
© relieved him from the Rope, as he told this Deponent 
- © in private, he would get it off, which he did by telling 
© the Captain he must have it for the ship's use. That a 
© Label, with the words Thief and Robber was affixed to 
© his back and breast : That during the whole passage he 
© remained in this situation, and was never suffered to shift 
himself, and every person on board prohibited from 
speaking to him. That until they crossed the Line it 
© was extremely cold, and as he was not permitted to have 
© any covering, he felt its rigour severely; and when carried 


© down at night all his limbs were benumbed by that and 


© remaining all the day in one position. 
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That when they came into the warm latitudes, the 
© heat of the sun, to which he was as continually exposed, 
was intolerable, as he had no shelter whatever; and he 
© particularly recollects that one day, when almost ex- 
© hausted, he crept under a cover which was made to pro- 
© tect the gaols from the intense heat of the sun, and 
© beingdiscovered by Major Browne, Serjeant-Majar Blanch 
© was instantly ordered to drag him from thence. I hat 
during the passage he was often abused by Major Browne, 
© called rascal, thief, and scoundrel, and who often de- 
©clarcd that he would take his life before he had done 
© with him. That the said Transport arrived at Barba- 
© does on the twenty-ninth of May, and he was disem- 
© barked on the third of June, and sent up Hand-cuffed 
© as before to Anne's Castle, where he remained three 
© days, and he was then conveyed to James's Fort; when 
© his Hand-cuffs were taken off, and he was ordered to 
© be employed in all species of dirty work, such as sweep- 
© ing the parade, cleaning the arms, and cooking the men's 
© victuals, and every night was confined to the Guard- 
House as a Prisoner, without covering. That after re- 
* maining a month so employed, a heavy iron Collar, with 
* an iron Chain and Log were put round his neck, which 
© was done by Order of the said Major Fohn Browne, 
© for 33 William Collins, who executed the Order, 
declared that Major Browne did it because Serjeant Bras- 
© s1ngten and his wife had been too good to this Deponent. 
That the Collar, Chain, and Log, only remained one 
© niglit round his neck, for Serjeant Brassingtan took 
© them off his neck the next day, and put them on his 
© leg, telling this Deponent, there was no particular Orders 
© how he was to wear it; and it would be easier on his leg. 
That this Deponent left the Island of Barbadoes with his 
Company, in the Government Brigantine, still having a 
© Collar, Chain, and Log, and also a Board affixed to his back 
© with the words Thief and Robber thereon inscribed, and 
© arrived in this Island on the firs: day of November. 
© That he remained in the same situation here confined at 
© night as a Prisoner in the Guard-House, without a Coat, 
© Blanket, or any kind of covering, and by day doing the 
© dirtiest and meanest work a Soldier could be employed 


© upon, till the beginning of February last, when, from re- 


© peated Colds and such usage, he was taken ill and sent. 
to the Hospital, when Surgeon Dillon had his Log and 
© Chain taken off, and he continued sick about sixteen 
© days ; and upon coming out, also at the request of the 
said Surgeon, he was permitted to stay in the Barracks 
© with the other men, but still doing every kind of dirty 
© work, and not clothe1 as a soldier. That Major Browne 
© having been put under Arrest by the General Court Mar- 
© tial then on the Island, the Command fell upon Major 
© Sladden, who on the second of March released him, and 
© ordered him the Cloathing, Arms, and Accoutrements-of 
© 2 Soldier, and he did Duty in his Company. That 
© about three weeks before his Release, Surgeon Dillon 
© advised this Deponent to write to Major Browne, and to 
© acknowledge the Crime of which Major Browne sus- 
© pected him, and for which he had received such treat- 


© ment, and that Major Broune would then release 


© him; to which this Deponent replied, he would not, as 
© he was conscious of no Crime, nor merited such usage. 
© And lastly, this Deponent says, that during the whole 
© time of his confinement, which was twelve months (ex- 
© cept fifteen days) he had only a Check Shirt, a pair of- 
© Shoes, and a pair of Trowsers given 4 rag „„ 
© his 
© THOMAS x EDWARDS. 
Mark. 
© Sworn the 6th Day of Fanuary, = © 
© in the Year of our Lord 1787. — 
: PHILIP HICKS:” 


This affidavit, taken in case of accidents to a person 


© whose constitution is greatly impaired, Captain Hedges 


© apprehends scarce needs a comment.---'T he best man 
© may be led from hastiness of disposition to act impro- 

© perly ; but what heart must that man have, who for 

such a length of time, could distress a fellow creature, as 

© Major Browne appears to have done this unfortunate 
© Soldier? His tale needs no colouring--- Captain Hedges. 
© therefore submits it, with all its simplicity and truth, 
© well persuaded that every one who hears it will say, that 
© his Treatment was contrary to the Articles of War, con- 
© trary to the Common Law of Great-Britain, and a di- 
© rect violation of the rights of Human Nature.---As an 
© aggravation of this specific Charge Captain Hedges will 
© also be able to prove, that Major Brawne consulted some 
© Gentlemen of this Island, upon the means of having 
© Thomas Edwards taken off from here and transported to 
©the Spanish mines.“ ? e 


No. Nin 


— I — — 
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No. XVIII. 


© Southampton, March 5th, 1787. 
SIR, amp 787 
J was duly favoured with Mr. Lewis's letter of the 
© third inst. informing me > 
| © General Sir Thomas Shirley had transmitted a Specifica- 


© tion of the Charges preferred by Captain Hedges against 
me, and signified (in obedience to his Majesty's instruc- 
© tions) his own opinion, That none of said Charges can 


© with propriety be now investigated by a Court Martial, 
« except the article of « Cruelty as Commanding Officer 
of 67th Regiment” towards Thomas Edwards a private 
© Soldier of the said Regiment. | ; 

I am totally at a loss to understand what is meant by 
© this opinion of the General's, and theretore beg leave on 
© my part to implore that I may be also tried on the other 
a 2 — preferred by Captain Hedges, as the only means 
© by which my Honour and Reputation can now be fully 
© vindicated.---I am confident of having committed no 


© Crime, but that of having endeavoured, . with more zeal, 


© than consideration for my own ease, to fulfill with honor 
© to myself and the service, the duties attached to my situa- 
© tion and profession---and for which I have been already 
© punished, more severely indeed, than if actually guilty 
© of the horrid crimes preferred against me. | 

© I most humbly conceive the question in regard to 
© Captain Hedges's other Charges, is simply, That he either 
© had, or had not grounds * — them. --- The 


© General's opinion evidently conveys the former ; Ithere- 


© fore disdain taking advantage of any such subterfuge to 
© Shelter my conduct; but again beg leave to repeat my 
0 nw for the fullest investigation.---If I have ever been 
© all therefore I demand is Justice.---I come not to request 
© it, sheltering myself at the same time under any pitiful 
© evasion, but as becomes a Soldier, in a fair Cot of 
Honor, either to meet my Punishment, or clear my 
Fame. 3 5 

© From this requisition on my part, I conceive there can- 
© not now beany impropriety in calling on Captain Hedges 
© to support his other Charges; trusting that this reference 
Will be final, and that by this means I shall not be sub- 

© jected to a condemnation in the eyes of the world by im- 

© plication. - Fo 

© One observation I cannot but remark, In all the for- 
© mer numerous instances, where military Officers were 
supposed guilty of such heinous Crimes, delays so ex- 
* traordinary never were admitted.---Am I then to sup- 
© pose, if I was really guilty 1 should receive that meagure 
* of Justice which is in my case so long procrastinated, 
© and hitherto evaded? 

© You are pleased to inform me, * That it is his Ma- 
« jesty's intention, That besides the Charges preferred 
« against you by the Members of the Court Martial which 
sat on the Trial of Captain Hedges, you shall also 
answer the Charge touching Thomas Edwards.” 

© 1 beg leave to observe I never have received an 
© Charges from the General Court Martial, further than 
© their Report which you were pleased to send me last May. 
© If therefore any individual — have preferred any 


against me, I am confident you will not withhold them 


from me, which the word Charges in you letter seems 
© to imply. 

On the receipt of your letter last May, conveying his 
Majesty's gracious determination on this business, I in- 
_ ©stantly specified all my Evidences to you, and in three 
months after informed you of their arrival. Quarter- 
* Master Griffin, and Thomas Warner, Esq; excepted. I 
shall not therefore give you now any — trouble, 


but am perfectly prepared to meet the most extensive 


t Scrutiny. 
When I was informed by you of the crimes preferred 
© against me by Captain Hedges, I naturally named the 


* Surgeon, Adjutant, Quarter-Master, and Serjeant-Major 


© of the Regiment, as proper and necessary Evidences. 
© You will observe the Surgeon and Serjeant-Major are 
; py mentioned in Edwards's Deposition, and my 
having at once called on those Evidences evinces fully I 
© wish not to conceal any part of my conduct. 
With regard to Thomas Edwards, all I shall say at 
present on the subject is, that I am perfectly prepared to 
meet that Charge at a moment's notice. 
A shall be particularly obliged: to you for 
* Heages's further Specifications, in order to defend myself 
against them. 

am also to request, by Major General Sir Thomas 
* Shirley*s desire, a Copy of his letter to you on this busi- 
ness, of March 1786. 
II have ro more to add my hopes, that this re- 
© ference may be final, perfectly convinced my prosecutors 

3 


ty of such Crimes, punishment ought to follow--- . 


tain 


your Orders, that Major 


"” 


« will evade or protratt indefinitely (if possible) complying 


with his Majesty's determination. 


© I have the honour to be, 


| «SIR, | 
© Your most humble Servant, 
| J. BROWNE. 
5 Major 67th Regiment. 
© The Right Honourable Sir Geo. YoNGE, Bart. : 
Secretary at Mar.“ 


No. XIX. 


C WWar-Office, 6th March, 1787. 


SIR, | OE 
J have received and laid before the King your letter of 


© the 5th instant. E; 
V hen reference was made to the Governor of the Lee- 


| © ward Islands for a Specification of the Charges preferred 


* against you by Captain Hedges, it made a part of the 
Instructions given on that occasion, that Sir Thomas 
Shirley should himself, as Commander in Chief, form a 
judgment upon the several articles when so specified, in 

© regard to their fitness to be investigated by a General 


© Court Martial: and it is in obedience to those Instruc- 


© tions that Sir Thomas Shirley has reported, that only one 
© of the articles of Captain Hedges's Charge, namely, that 
© which I have already communicated to you, can with 
© propriety be now investigated ; the General considering 
© all the other subjects of accusation, produced by that 
© Officer, to have been done away by what passed under his 
immediate advice and authority as Commander in Chief 
© pending the Trial of Captain Hedges. | 
© Were there no other reason than that assigned by the 
© General, his Majesty commands me to say, that he 
© Should deem it improper to comply with your request of 
sending the other articles of Charge specified by Captain 
© Hedges to a hearing before a Court Martial; but his 
© Majesty is further confirmed in his determination on that 
© head, by observing that the facts stated in the articles 
© excepted to, might require an investigation of the conduct 
© of several other Officers who have the Commander in 
© Chief's sanction for looking upon the matters in which 
© they were respectively concerned, as being entirely settled 
© and disposed of; and who, confiding in that security, 


© may not at this period have the same means of justifica- 


© tion which were within their power when those matters 
first arose. 2 

His Majesty, however, does not object to my commu- 
© nicating to you the several other Articles produced 


| © Captain Hedges (a Copy of which I accordingly enclose 


© and graciously permits me to add, that, viewing them in 
© the same light as if they had never been preferred, his 
© Majesty cannot wow > ay aq any impression 
e — to your character as an Officer. and a 
© Gentleman. | : 

J send you likewise the Charges which have been 
© rendered in by Lieutenant Colonel Foster of the 66th Re- 
© oiment, and Lieutenants Urquhart and Lockhart of the 
© 3oth, in consequence of your Narrative dated the 7th 
© of March, 1786, together with a copy of Sir Thomas 
© $hirley's letter to me of the 18th of March 1786, which 


© you inform me the General desired you to apply for. 


© I have the honor to be, 
cSIR, 

© Your most obedient, | 

© Humble Servant, 5 74 
GEO. YONGE: 

© Major BROWNE, ES 

© 67th Regiment. | 
* Southampton.” 


«SPECIFICATION ff CHARGES preferred 


© by Captain HenGts of the 67th Regiment, against 
6 Meijer BrRowNE of the said Regiment. ; 
FIRST CRIME.---Tyranny and Oppression. 


© Specific Charge.---On the evening of the Twentieth 
© of January, One Thousand Seven Hundred and 8 
the 


Six, in the Mess-Room of the 67th 1 in 


© Barracks at Antigua, Surgeon Patrick Dillon, the de- 

© clared Friend and Partizan of Major Browne, after din- 
© ner, quitted the head of the table where he sat, and went 
© to the lower end, where Ensign Theobald Butler of the 
same Regiment was, and tapping him on the shoulder, 
said, “ follow me to the gallery and we will settle this 
matter; upon being asked « what matter,” the Surgeon 
© again ids « follow me and we will settle it.” Ensign 
© Butler answered, he would settle no matter with him, 


| © as he knew not what he was about.” The Surgeon then 


© resumed 
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© resumed his chair, but soon after came round again to 
© Ensign Butler, repeated the same words, and then re- 
tired to the gallery; but on finding Ensign Butler would 
not follow him, he returned to the Mess- Room, and 
striking Ensign Butler, said, Take 3 
man; if you are a man follow me.” To which Ensign 

© Butler said, No, Sir, I will not follow you, but re- 
| collect you have struck me.” Major Sladden being pre- 
| © vent, immediately ordered Surgeon Dillon in arrest. 
© The following morning, Ensign Butler was sent for to 
© Major Sladden's room, when Major Browne soon en- 
© tered, attended by Lieutenant Green, and asked Major 
© Sladden the reason of Surgeon Dillon's arrest; Major 


© Sladden's answer was, © for his very extraordinary beha- 


© yiour to Ensign Butler the foregoing evening,” Ensign 
© Butter then repeated the circumstances to Major Browne, 


Major Sladden, and Lieutenant Green. Major Browne | 


then asked, © if there was to be any challenging?“ and 
© no anwser being made, asked “if the matter was to come 
© to a Court Martial?“ Ensign Butler answered, * it was; 
© upon which Major Browne said, © he would put Ensign 
© Butler in arrest for ungentleman-like behaviour, and that 
© he would send him his Crime.“ He again asked Ensign 
© Butler if he was determined on the matters coming to a 
Court Martial? Ensign Butler answered, . he was; upon 
© which Major Browne said, If so, one Court Martial 
shall be the result of another. Ensign Butler then left 
© the room, but was sent for in some time after by Major 
« Sladden, who informed lum, that Major Browne would 
« wait an hour in the Barracks for the purpose of knowing 
Ensign Butler's final determination. Upon finding Ensign 
© Butler resolved to bring Surgeon Dillon to a Court Mar- 
tial for his behaviour, Ensign Butler was put in arrest 
© the same day, and had the following Crime sent to him.“ 


© Ensign Butler, of the 67th (or South Hampshire Regi- 
ment) put under arrest by Major Browne, Commandi 
© $aid Regiment, for acting con to good Order an 
© military Discipline, and * isrespectful to Major 
© Brawne his Commanding pay; -- 
| * Barracks, St. John's, January 2d, 1786. 


'© Ensign Butler remained in arrest for near six weeks, 
© when, by the interference of the Court-Martial then on 
© the Pfand, he was released, and matters between him and 
© Surgeon Dillon compromised, Major Browne Ar wars 
every effort and persuasion with Ensign Butler's friends 
© to have the difference accommodated, and to release Sur- 
© geon Dillon from his dilemma,” 


© Second Specific Charge.--- Lieutenant William Cisby of 
© the 67th Regiment, was ordered into arrest by Major 
© Browne, on the 25th day of January 1786; Quarter- 
Matter Griffin, since deceased, took his sword; at which 
© time Lieutenant Cosby asked, what was his crime? To this 
© he received no answer. Sometime after Lieutenant Green 
© (then acting Adjutant) came to the said Lieutenant Cosby 
© 2nd demanded his sword; upon being told the Quarter- 
Master had it, he was about to retire, when Lientenant 
© Cosby again requested to know his Crime, when he was 
answered he supposed for Mutiny. . 

© Lieutenant C15by remained confined to his room for 
©the space of fifteen days, during which time he had no 
© crime whatever delivered to him, nor could he ever learn 
© the reason of his confinement. He was then released 

by Major General Shirley's Orders, dated the gth Fe- 
. C bruary. ; . 


Third Specific Charge.--- Major George Sladden, though 
only a 
: being Commander of the Garrison in the Island of 
Antigua, thought proper on the 24th 
„last past, for some great impropriety in 
© behaviour, to order him in arrest. -It being in Major 
© $ladden's own room, where no individual was present, 
© Major Browne took advantage of it, and refused to con- 
© sider himself in that situation, as he afterwards declared, 
because there was no witness ent, and in the most 
© unprecedented manner quitted the room and broke his 
© arrest ; and soon after sent Lieutenant Green to demand 
© Mayor Sladden's sword, telling him, he put him in arrest, 
© as Commanding Officer of the 67th Regiment, - -which 
© arrest Major Sladden, to prevent disturbances in the Re- 
© giment acquiesced in, and immediately two Sentries were 
posted at his door, with positive Orders from Major 
© Browne to make use of their bayonets in case of any 
© effort in Major Sladden upon any account whatever to 
leave it; and also to preclude any person from visitin 

© him. ---ajor Browne then assembled the Regiment, an 

© harranguing them, thanked them for not mutinying, as $0 


I am your 


aptain in the 67th Regiment, yet from his 


” 


Mejor Browne. | 


© irregularly, improperly, and con 


5 
{ old an Officer as Major Sladden had encouraged them to 


= | | 

Major Sladden continued deprived of his Li for 
© geveral days, when the friendly interposition of the Court 
Martial (ever calumniated by Major Browne for preju- 
© dice against him) made the * up, by recommend- 
© ing him to apologize to Major Sladden at the head of the 
© Regiment for his miscondu& to his senior Officer, which 
© he did, and the following Orders were issued by his 
© Excellency General Shirley. | 


© General Orders, St. John's, Antigua, Feb. q, 1786. 
© Lieutenant Colonel Foster has received the following 


© General Orders from his Excellency Major General | 


6 Shirley. 


GENERAL OrDERs---Clark's Hill, Feb. q, 1786. 
The Commander in Chief being of opinion that 
© Major Sladden, Captain in the 67th Regiment, has been 
to the Rules of the 
© Army put under _ Major Browne, commanding 
© the 67th Regiment, as Major Haden was Commaniding 
Officer of the Garrison, thinks proper to release Major 


© $ladden from his arrest. 
(Signed) 
THOMAS SHIRLEY, 
© To Lieutenant Colonel Fos ER, | 
© 66th Regiment, 
* Major BROWNE, 


* Gommanding 67th Regiment. 


Tump Crime. --- For behaving in a scandalous and in- 


amous manner, unbecomming the character of an Officer 
dam Gentleman, | 7 


© Specific Charge. Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of the 
© 98th Regiment, being at the table in the Mess-Room of 
* the 67th Regiment, on the twentieth of January, Ma- 
© jor Browne, in the most unprecedented manner, without 
© the least provocation on the part of Colonel Campbell, at- 
© tacked him with the most insulting 1 drew his 
sword partly out of the scabbard, and challenged him to 
© fight, by bidding him follow him,” 


© Additional Charge exhibited against Major Browne of 
* the 67th Regiment, by Lieutenant Colonel Foster of the 
© 66th Regiment, 
“For traducing my Character, by an injurious misre- 
« presentation of my Conduct, contained in his Narrative, 
dated March 7th, 1786, at St. John's in the island of 
* Antigua.“ a 


© Additional Charge exhibited against Major Browne, by 
Lieutenant Lockhart of the 3oth Regiment. 

For traducing my Character, by an injurious misre- 
presentation of my Conduct, in his Narrative, dated 
z 7th March, 1786, at St. John's in the island of An- 
„ tigua.“ | 


© Additional Charge exhibited against Major Browne, by 
© Lieutenant Urquhart of the 3oth Regiment. 85 
« For tradueing my Character, by an injurious misre- 


presentation of my Conduct, when in the execution of 
© my duty, as a Member of a General Court Martial, 


held at Antigua, contained in a paper signed by him, en- 


© titled a Narrative, dated at St. John's, Antigua, 7th 
March, 1786 ; addressed to the Secretary at War, to be 
© by him laid before his Majesty.“ | 


COPY. Sf 

81k. Antigua, 18th March, 1786. 

I! | 

At the request of the General Court Martial held 
© lately in this island, for the Trial of Captain Hedges of 


© the 67th Regiment, I have the honor to transmit you 
© the enclosed containing the circumstances which 


induced the said Court Martial to put Major Browne of 


© the same Regiment under an Arrest, in order that it may 
© be laid before the King. 

The Proceedings of the Court Martial are transmitted 
© by this e by the 9 e Advocate in 
© thi if 2 | 


business, to arles Gou udge Advocate 
General. | 

© I have permitted Major Browne to go home, consider- 

© ing himself under an Arrest until the King's pleasure 


© js known. ; "AS | 
I must, however, in justice to Major Browne observe, that 

© he appears actuated by a very proper zeal for his Majesty's 

service, and that the 67th 53 en 
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© and as well trained as any Corps need be. Their con- 
duct has been very regular since their arrival here, and 
© the measures which Major Browne has pursued for the 
© internal ceconomy of the Corps, seemed very sensible and 
© well calculated. 


The Proceedings of the Court Martial will shew, that 


© that step was not of Major Browne's seeking, but was 
© brought on at the very pressing instance of Captain 
© Hedges himself. Previous to summoning the Court, 


- © which has been attended with very great inconvenience 


© and expence, I did every thing in my power to dissuade 
* Captain Hedges from pressing on this matter, pointing 
© out to him the difficulty and inconvenience of collecting 


© Gentlemen together in this port of the world, for the 
A 


© purpose he wished, either of a Court of Enquiry or a 


„Court Martial; and I was desirous, if possible, to avoid 
_ © interfering in it altogether. But when Captain Hedges 


© called upon me in an official manner, and made his re- 
quest under the authority of the Articles of War, as the 
© Proceedings of the Court Martial will evidently shew ; I 


© then thought myself under the necessity of taking notice 


© of his application in a public way; and when I mentioned 
© the matter to Major Browne, he seemed unwilling. to 


© adopt the idea of a Court of Enquiry, as it was very 


© probable nothing decisive would be determined by it ; 
© and at last, it - might be necessary to summon a Court 
Martial. Under these circumstances, though reluctantly at 
© the same time, he preferred a Court Martial. The ex- 


© pence and inconvenience of collecting a number of Gen- 


© tlemen to form a General Court Martial in this part of 


© the world, is so great, that I should, with diffidence sug- 


gest the propriety of either lessening the number consi- 
F ; mT requisite to form such Court, or of adopting 


some other. mode, by which in cases of a similar kind 


© in future, such inconveniencies may not occur; and also, 
© that by withdrawing so many Officers from their Corps 
© in the West Indies, it is not only exceedingly expensive, 


© but the particular Corps to which those Officers belong, 


© and whose attendance is demanded in a business of this 
© nature, suffer very much. I had once the honor of 


© commanding this Corps, the 67th Regiment, and the 


© plan which I found had been adopted when. I came to it, 


Land which I pursued afterwards, appears to be still ad- 


© hered to. ad 

© At the same that I regret that this business has been 
© brought to so serious a crisis, yet I cannot avoid menti- 
© oning at the same time, that the cause of this disagree- 
© ment, as far as I can judge, appears to have arisen from 
some former settled enmity between the parties, and does 


not appear to be attributable to the harshness or severity of 


© Major Browne's method of command, who appears to be 
© a very promising active Officer; and though he has been 
© unfortunate in not having been able to bring sufficient 
© proof to convict Captain Hedges of the very serious 
© Charges he preferred against him, yet I cannot but be 


© that Captain Hedges should be employed in any duty from 
© the Regiment, or at least that part of it, where he MHajor 
© Browne commanded in person. Captain Hedges said at 


© my table, why not send me to St. Kitt's, where there 


© were three Companies? I advised Major Browne to adopt 
© that mode, as less inconvenient to Captain Hedges ; but, 
© upon that Order coming out, Captain Hedges insisted that 
© this was still a greater reflection upon his Character, and 
© when I endeavoured to reason with him, by telling him, 
© that I thought every Commanding Officer of a Corps had 
© 2 right to post Officers to what Companies where 
© they thought proper, and seemed to wish not to be obliged 


_ © to interfere in the matter, he appeared much dissatisfied, 


© and made his last requisition. 
© My own experience has taught. me the great difficulty 


- © that attends the Commanding Officer of a Corps, who 


© wishes to do his duty, and keep his Regiment in good 
© discipline and order, without giving umbrage somewhere, 
© and especially to a young Man, who comes a stranger to the 
© Command of a Corps. Major Brown?e's great zeal and wish 
© torecommand himself, by having the Corps inthebest or- 
© der possible, possess his whole mind, and he may not al- 
© ways attend to the conveniencies of those who have not 
© the same motives to actuate them. A cabal is formed, 
© and such a person has a very. difficult part to act; and his 
© youthful spirit and order may possibly lead him not to 
© pay such attention to the disapprobation of his conduct, as a 
© person of riper years, and longer experience in the army, 
© might think it prudent to do. . | | 
© I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

«SIR, &c. | 
| THOMAS SHIRLEY, 

© Right Honourable 
© Sik GGEORGE YONGE, 
- Tae, Sc. Ce. 


* when I consider my 


. E Cruelty 


10 - CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED ON 
| 


No. XX. | 


erkenne, Marth 11h, 178. 
«SIR, uthamp * 5 787 


I have been duly honored with your Letter of the 7th 
© instant, with the Alfferent inclosures specified in my last; 
; and for which I beg leave to return my best acknowledg- 

ments, | 
I readily admit, in compliance with the wishes of Major 
© General Sir Thomas Shirley, and in the certainty at the 
© time that the General Court Martial assembled in the 


Island of Antigua, would restore order and subordina- 


tion to the 67th Regiment; I was induced to leave the 


© difference subsisting between Major Sladden and me, to 


the arbitration of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, and the Six 
Captains belonging to that Court Martial, both parties 
first signing a paper, engaging themselves to abide by 
© their arbitration, which it was further agreed should be 
* final, and never brought forward again on any pretence 
© whatever. | | 

© The consequences were, my being sentenced instantly, 
© and almost without a hearing, to make the most humi- 
lating and disgraceful Apology to Major Sladden, a 


114 Captain under my Command, at the head of the Regi- 


* ment I commanded: Wavering for some time on the 


information of this extraordinary decision between my 


Honor pledged, and my feelings and resentment roused 
© at the discipline of the Service being thus trampled on; 
<1 at length reluctantly indeed acquiesced, conceiving no 
conduct of their's, however disgraceful or unjustifiable, 
could warrant me in retracting from a decision I had pre- 
© viously bound myself to abide by. >: 
© Captain Hedges's rancour, not satisfied with such un- 
© paralleled indignities heaped upon me by those Members 
© in support of him and his friends; not satisfied with his 
* own honourable acquittal, accompanied with my most 
©1gnominious Arrest and additional disgraces ; but enraged 
© beyond measure at the opportunity affgrded me by the 
© General Orders of sailing in the Pacquet for Europe, and 
© thus perhaps escaping the further judgment of his late 


| © upright Judges; but wishing to deprive me even of this 


© last gleam of hope and refuge, he instantly. proceeds, 


_ © accompanied by his friend Major Sladden, td the General's 


© Quarters, and he, a Captain in the Regiment, voluntarily 
prefers further Charges of © Tyranny and Oppression, 
as Commanding Officer of 67th Regiment; 
Infamous and Scandalous Behaviour, unbecoming the 
„Character of an Officer and a Gentleman,” against me 
* his Field Officer, and Major of the Regiment; requiring 
© the General to contradict or countermand his own orders, 
© and detain me in consequence of those Charges in the 
„Island, which the General in this instance positively re- 
© fusing, he, with his friend, retired seemingly both highly 


Ne, © dissatisfied. | | 
© of opinion, that Major Browne had great reason to wish |. 


Niere the character and chicanery of Major Sladden 


are evident; he accompanies, and no doubt urges Captain 


Hedges to prefer those Charges against his Major, ground- 
ing them on a business that he (Sladden) had most so- 
© lemnly bound himself, only a few weeks before, never to 
© bring forward again. But Honor, Principle, and Virtue 


were at this time marks of disgrace. The more infa- 


© mous (severe as the expression may appear) the more 
* creditable; the former might injure, the latter only could 
protect. ä e 81 

© Captain Hedges being foiled in this attempt, next prefers 
© a Memorial to be laid before the King, charging me with 
© the same Crimes: In consequence thereof, being required 
© by you to specify the grounds on which he pre- 
* ferred them, he begs leave in answer, totally to, decline 
© the Prosecution, till at length peremptory orders being 


dent to him by the King's express Commands to de- 
| © liver to General Shirley, an immediate Specification. 


© he then produces as his grounds, matters, which it seems, 
© had been accommodated a considerable time previous to 
* his originally preferring those charges. Thus hoping, 
© either to shelter himself under this subterfuge, or to in- 
© involve such numbers, that by that means he himself 
© might have the better chance of escaping. 3; 
If therefore such finesse is admitted, I can never 
© waye my claim for the fullest investigation. Totally 
* unconscious of any one act of my life, which could 
© warrant such opprobrious epithets, and feeling the most 
perfect confidence in my own conduct; I neither fear 
* the superiority of numbers, nor any condemnation pro- 
* ceeding from the folly, ignorance, or wickedness of 
© Captain Hedges's Court Martial; but waving: entirely 


© on my part any advantage I might now claim from for- 

mer decisions or accommodations to shelter my. guilt, - I 

continue to repeat my prayer for the fullest Th 

a prisoner charged with such 
33 


rial; and 
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crimes, I conceive my requisition grounded on every prin- 


© ciple of justice and equity; and surely it would be a 


© Severity indeed, that my character should suffer from a 


© delicacy towards the character of those Officers mention- 
© ed in the Specifications, which Captain Hedges's then bo- 
© Som friend seems never once to have considered.--Their 
© crimination is at present a secondary consideration. 
At all events, it is not probable, from the late imen 
© they have exhibited on Captain Hedges's Court Martial, 
© that now in prosecuting me, they will criminate them- 
© gelves ; neither is it probable that Major Sladden, who is 
© almost entirely and solely concerned in this business, has 
© (these charges being pending) destroyed any documents 
of his own Innocence or my Guilt, particularly when it 
© is considered that he attended Captain Hedges on this 
occasion to the General's Quarters, thus seeming to give 
© his sanction to those Charges. 
II must therefore observe I cannot depart from the 
© original question. --- Captain Hedges either had or had 
© not grounds for preferring such serious Crimes against 
me, if the former, no delicacy to others ought surely 
© to occasion a stigma on my Character; if an inferior 
© Officer can prefer such Charges against his Field-Officer 
© on grounds adjusted previous to his preferring them, the 
former adjustment, 1 conceive, with every submission, 
© cannot be advanced to prevent their investigation, parti- 
© cularly when I (the Prisoner) disdain' sheltering my 
© character under such evasions. But if an Officer is not 
© warrantable in preferring charges on such grounds for 
© if the grounds are such as cannot be investigated, surely 
cthey are unwarrantable---then in that case, Captain 
Hedges appears to have charged me (his Field Officer) 
in a Memorial laid at his particular request before the 
© King, with having committed, during my Command of 
© his Majesty's 67th Regiment, Crimes of © Tyranny and 
“ Oppression, Infamous and Scandalous Behaviour, unbe- 
«coming the Character of an Officer and a Gentleman,” 
© without having any grounds to produce in support of the 
same. I must therefore again repeat, Captain Hedges 
© either had. or had not grounds: if he had grounds, I can 
© never wave a Trial; but, if it appears evident he had not, 
] am induced to hope from his Majesty's Justice, I shall 
receive that entire and full vindication on those Charges, 
© as their magnitude justifies me in expecting, and such as 
cannot fail of conveying to the minds of all men, my 
most honourable and perfect acquittal. 


Fully sensible of his Majesty's justice, it is with no 


small pain I must beg leave most humbly to decline Captain 
Hedges's Charges being now © viewed in the same light 


« as if they never had been preferred. Captain Hedges 


has, in the face of my Sovereign, the Army, and the 
World, charged me with the most infamous conduct; 
© one party therefore must be decidedly guilty, either the 
© Field Officer against whom such have been preferred, or 
© the inferior, who preferred them. This decisive judg- 
© ment can only be obtained through the medium of a 
© Trial, or by the information that Captain Hedges has 
preferred those Charges without grounds; on such alone 
© can therefore wave a Trial. | 5 | 

© Notwithstanding the extraordinary effrontery Captain 
Hedges has marked in specifying matters as facts, the 
© criminal parts of which, I could easily evince to be false, 
© but which I can readily believe, from what I have so late- 
© ly witnessed, he could find friends to support, as he as- 
© gerts in his Letter to the General of 4th August, 1786 ; 


© yet, Sir, I have such full proof in contradiction of the 


essential parts of those assertions.- that though I admit 


© my fears had I been brought to Trial in the West 


© Indies, I am well assured at the General Court Martial 


© intended to be assembled at the Horse Guards for my. | 


© Trial, of not only my most honourable acquittal, but 
© that my conduct will appear in those instances (if inves- 
© tigated) marked by the most unremitting zeal and atten- 
© tion to my duty and the discipline of the service, and such 
© as will fully secure me the approbation of all experienced 
Officers and honest Men.--- Thinking,” and feeling ac- 
© cordingly, I can now never rg ry a partial in- 
© vestigation, or admit of Captain Hedges's Charges being 
withdrawn, but on the grounds I have taken the liberty 
d © to mention. es | 


Were all the arguments I have already used for urg- 


ing an investigation of Captain Hedges's Specifications 


© deemed nugatory, there is one alone I shall now advance, 
© that I most humbly conceive cannot be got over. I 
assert, the conduct of many of the individual Members of 


the General Court Martial, are so entirely involved in these 
transactions, Lieutenant Urquhart's particularly, that it 
© will be totally impossible for me to go into that full 
© vindication of my own conduct, and proof of theirs, 
© which I may deem necessary, without entering into those 
© matters. A 


nd his Majesty having been graciously pleased 


my, — Py 
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' © Gaptain Hedges's Specifications. 
|  -© Avowing the most entire ignorance of any particular 
© forms necessary to be attended to in such a correspon- 


Tr 


© to” signify to me by your letter of 25th May, 1786, 
© That no Agende) for cabs ought {or 3 
prevention of an enquiry into the same, in the fullest 
and most solemn manner,” T am therefore to hope, 
* that this consideration will have due weight, and that the 
2 Ry of the requisition will appear obvious. 

I freely acknowledge I should have had some reluc- 
* tance and delicacy (though a Prisoner, and only in my 
* own defence, against Captain Hedges's Court Martial) in 
touching on those points, from the consideration of the 
© paper Major Sladden and J had mutually signed; but these 
* are now entirely done away from the subsequent steps 
© pursued by Major Sladden and Captain Hedges; and tho? 
© I was most ignominiously condemned by the Members 
© of that Court Martial, yet, Sir, I do not feel on that 
© account the less confidence in the propriety of my con- 
duct, which I trust will appear to experienced Officers 
© actuated even by the strictest principle: and, I am only 
© concerned, while those Gentlemen sported with my 
; honor, they should become so totally unmindful of their 

own. | 

© Circumstances so extraordinary, involving in their 

consequences, perhaps the future discipline and subordi- 
nation of the Army, I trust, will appear deserving 
© the most serious and solemn investigation; at 
© rest-assured, the result will evince, however distantly re- 
© moved from Europe, Commanding Officers of Regi- 
© ments will ever be supported in the execution and dis- 


© charge of their duty, while Discipline and the greatest 


© zeal for the Service marks their endeavours, uniformly 
© accompanied by mildness and humanity, — 

I am therefore to request you will do me the honor of 
laying these my sentiments, with all duty and submission, 


Lat his Majesty's feet, and trust it will not weigh to my 


© disfavour, that I still so strongly urge the fullest inquiry. 
© ---A Soldier's honor must not be suspetted---Defama- - 
© tion must be silenced, and all ranks of men admit the in- 
justice and load of calumny with which my character has 
© been branded, urider the pressure of which I am doomed 
so long to continue. | : 

© I am also to observe from the particular circumstances 
© of my Case, Captain Hedges's Charges being now viewed 
© as if they never had been preferred, would be considered 
by the Army my condemnation rather than acquittal ; 
* decisive consequences are expected, any thing short of 
such cannot but affix a lasting stigma on my Character. 

© On the receipt of your answer to this Letter, I shall 
© take such further steps as may then appear necessary to 
© my full vindication in the eyes of my Sovereign, from 
© the aspersions so wantonly cast on my reputation by 


© dence, and being removed at present from those whose 
© information I might depend on, I have most humbly to 
request, if any expression escapes me, bearing the slightest 
© improper signification, that the mildest and most re- 
spectful construction will be put upon it, my sole view 
and endeavours being pointed to the most perfect vindi- 


cation of my Fame, by which means alone I can ever 


© hope to serve my Gracious Master with honor and re- 
© putation, 2 | 
| J am, 
With the mot perfe& 
© With the most perfect Respect 
© Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 
ä J. BROWNE, 
| © Major 67th Regiment. . 
© The Right Honourable — 7 | 
© Sir GEORGE YONGE, Bart. b 


© Secretary at Mar, i EE 
Ec. Sc. Sc.” 25 


No. XXI. 


1 * War-Office, 22d March, 1787. 
: | 
. | | 

© I had not, until yesterday, an opportunity of submit- 
© ting to the King, your Letter of the 11th instant. 

© His Majesty cannot disapprove of the earnestness with 
© which you press for a solemn investigation of every part 
© of your conduct alluded to in the several Charges spe- 
© cified by Captain Hedges ; but, as he does not see any 


© proper grounds to depart from the determination convey- 


ed to you in my Letter of the third instant, his Ma- 
jesty thinks it sufficient to explain to you, that in speak- - 
© ing of the Charges which had been deemed unfit to be 
now brought before a Court Martial, the intimation 
© of his Majesty's © viewing them in the same light, as 
« if they had never been preferred,” had no reference to 

* any 


© it, but was omitted from hurry an 
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© any opinion the King had formed, or might hereafter 
© form, of Captain Hedges's conduct in preferring such 
© Charges, but was introductive, and used as a ground of 
© the gracious assurance which immediately followed, 
© that his Majesty had not received therefrom = impres- 
sion unfavourable to your character as an Officer and a 
© Gentleman. 
| © | have the honor to be, 
| SIR, | 
© Your most obedient, | 
© Humble Servant, 


2 - GEO. YONGE, 
© Major BROWNE, | 
6 67th Regiment. 


No. XXII. 


| © Southampton, 17th April, 1787. 
SIR, 


© In consequence of your Letter of the 22d of March, 


] have now the honor to enclose you my Answers to the 
© different Specific Ch produced by Captain Heages, 
© in support of the First and Third Crimes preferred by 
© him against me. And give me leave, Sir, most parti- 
© cularly and urgently to request submitting the same, 
« with all duty and humility to his Majesty's most gracious 
© consideration, confident of his receiving therefrom, not 
only impressions highly favourable to my Character as an 
Officer and a Gentleman, but also a more perfect know- 
© ledge of the injuries, insults, and unparalleled disgraces 
© heaped on me by the most extraordinary Court, either 
© of Honer or Justice, that ever yet disgraced any pro- 
© fessjon or any country. 

© I beg leave also to transmit the Protest offered by me 
© on the second day of their proceedings, as noticed in my 
Narrative, and which ought properly e accompanied 


to hav 
confusion. 
© I have the honour to be, | 
With the highest respect, 
«SIR, 
© Your most obedient F 
__ © Humble Servant, 


J. BROWNE. 


© The Right Honourable, 
© $ir GEORGE YONGE, Bart. 
© Secretary at Mar, 
Ec. Sc. Cc. 


Man BROWNE's ANSWER to the Spciric 


CHARGE exhibited against him by CAPTAIx HEDGES, 
under the Head of the THIXD CRIux. 


© As the circumstance misrepresented in this Cl 


« happened prior to, and was introductory of the other 


© matters specified by Captain Hedges in support of his 
First Crime, I am obliged to answer it in this place: 

* Major Campbell, of the late 98th Regiment, with Lieu- 
* tenant Colonels Rank, in the East Indies, left that part of 
the world in an American ship, which was to haye touched 
* at the Cape, but meeting with bad weather, bore away 
* for the West Indies, and arrived at Barbadoes in August 
© 1785, after a Jong and severe passage. Lieutenant C- 
* lon-l Campbell (as he styled himself) on landing, appeared 
to be in the most desperate state of health; this, added 
to his being an Officer, and a stranger, called on me for 


* every exercise of civility in my power; and, I hope, 1 
* was by no means deficient in every attention his situa- - 
tion demanded, and mine could confer. We remained 


don the best and most intimate terms during our joint re- 
sidence at Barbadoes, and on my embarking with the 
© Regiment, the latter end of October, for the Island of 
* Antigua, I gave, and he, as I understood, accepted an 


invitation to visit me and the Regiment at that Island, 


previous to his return to Europe. 

In December I wrote him the most friendly letter, re- 
minding him of his promise; and on Wednesday morn- 
* ing, January the 18th, 1786, he arrived at Antigua, in 
consequence as I then supposed, of my repeated invita- 
tion. I was, however, much surprized at receiving no 
visit from him that day, and on the same evening men- 
* tioned it to Surgeon Dillon. Mr. Dillon told me, the mo- 


ment Lieutenant Cilonel Campbell arrived, he went to see 


© Major 67th Regiment. 


Captain Hedges, with whom he thought he was very little 


© acquainted ; that he had remained with him the greater 


© part of the day, and ordered his baggage up into his room. 


* Surgeon Dillon further informed me, that he had asked 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, if he did not mean to call on 


| 


© ness, and W 


© me, who returned some evasive answer, and turning the 

conversation to Captain Hedges's Arrest, seemed wholly = 

© tocondemn ka pay hs saying, © it was à curious busi- 

ould end in nothing. —— 
This information irritated me extremely: I could not 

© have supposed an Officer of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell's 

© rank, even though a stranger, would have formed so 

© hasty and premature a decision on hearing one side onl 

© of the question, but still less, one to whom I had pai 


the most marked attention, and with whom [I had every 


reason to think I was on the most intimate terms. But 

© independent of these considerations, the civilities offered 
© by me and accepted by him, _P ought to have pre- 
© vented his declaring an opinion at that time so highly un- 
© warrantable and certainly very injurious to me ;---would 
© it not have been more decent in him to have preserved 
© the most perfect neutrality? | 
On the same evening (Wednesday) I met him at a 
© public ball: Unwilling to mark any coolness to him but 
© on the strongest grounds, I went to the part of the room 
© where he was standing and saluted him as usual, re- 


| © questing to know if it was in my power to accommodate 


— 


him with apartments in the Barracks, or oblige him in any 
manner; hoped he had received my letter, and intimated 


© my jealousy at his not having called on me. He replied 
© in the most distant manner possible, he was much ob- 
© liged for my attention and offers, but purposed to take 
© lodgings for the short time he remained in Antigua, ex- 
© cused himself from not having answered my letter, by 
© observing he thought it unnecessary as he was coming 
© down so soon. I might from this have supposed he 
© meant to call on me the next day, and answer it in per- 


son, but it will appear he had no such intention. 


© The following evening, on seeing Surgeon Dillon, I 
© mentioned the conversation that passed between 
© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell and me, —__ my sur- 
prise at not having heard or seen any thing of him that 
© day.-=- Surgeon Dillon replied, © Lieutenant Colonel Cump- 
« bell is come down to this island to take a decided part 
« against you. I met him th's morning in the Barrack- 
ground, and he thought proper to mark the greatest 
distance even to me; I suppose because your friend, as 
he and I were on the most friendly footing previous to 
© his arrival here, having attended him for the space of 
« three months at Barbadoes, sometimes twice a day, and 
« for which I positively refused any pecuniary return, which 
indeed he repeatedly pressed me to accept; but it seems 
< my supporting my Commanding Officer is a sufficient 
crime in his opinion, to cancel the entire remembrance - 
© of those services. He has not taken lodgings as he in- 
formed you last night he intended, but applied this day 
to the Quarter-Master to have his trunks brought up to 
« Captain Hedges's rooms, which the Quarter-Master re- 
« fused doing without your order: That in case Lieute- 
« nant Colonel Foster did not come to preside at the Ge- 
4 neral Court Martial, he (Surgeon Dillon), was certain 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell expected to be appointed 
President, as he now declared his Regiment was on full 
« pay ; notwithstanding he himself, a few days after his 
« arrival at Barbadoes in August 1785, had shewn Sur- 
« yeon Dillon a paragraph in an English Newspaper, men- 
« tioning the arrival of the 98th Regiment in England to 
« be reduced, observing also that some of the Officers 
mentioned to arrive, had left India at the same time 
« with him, from which he apprehended it would be sup- 
« posed he was lost; notwithstanding all this he now 
« asserts in every company he considers himself on full 
« pay, and states his fears of being ordered on the Gene- 
« ral Court Martial,” | 
I hardly ever went any day to the Barracks that I did 
© not see Lieutenant Colonel Campbell walking arm in arm 
© with ans Hedges, Lieutenant Urquhart, and the Do- 
© minica Officers, but he generally had the decency to re- 
© tire into Captain Hedges's room, and remain there while I 
© continued in the Barracks. | 

© On Friday morning the 20th, the five companies of the 
© Regiment stationed at Antigua, were reviewed by his Ex- 
© cellency Major General Sir Thomas Shirley, 

© His Excellency told me that morning he purposed, in 
© case of Lieutenant Colonel Foster's not arriving, to appoint 
© Lieutenant Colonel. Campbell President of the General 
Court Martial. I observed he was on half-pay ; his 
© Excellency replied, © Lieutenant Colonel Campbell de- 
« clares the reverse, but I will not appoint him, if I can 
« procure any other Field Officer.” | 

The General and his suite dined with the Regiment that 
© day, also the Officers from Dominica, and to my great 
© Surprize, Lieutenant Colonel A I presided at the 
© head of the table; but when the General rose, I took 
© my hat and cane, and accompanied him to his carriage, 
© andthen proceeded to my Quarters, when Major 2 

3 | Wit 


© with his friend Ensign Manwarring ran after me, using 


© the most friendly intreaties to make me return which 


© I repeatedly refused-- Observing, situated as I then was, I 
© did not think it proper, the General having left the table; 


© Major Sladden continued to press me in the most affec- 


© tionate manner, he and Ensign Manwarring holding me 
© under each arm. He observed how unhandsome it would 
© be to the strange Dominica Officers, that they would 
© certainly be offended at my leaving the table, and urged 


© many other arguments in the most pressing manner, he | 


©and his friend pulling me along at the same time 
© finding it impossible to disengage myself, I was ob- 
© liged reluctantly to return. 

© When his Majesty is informed that Major Sladden 
© was at this time using every effort to circumvent and 
destroy me---and that all the affronts Ensign Man- 
© warring alledged in his evidence at Captain Hedges's 
© Trial to have received from me, happened prior to this 
© day ;---it will be for him to judge, whether Friendship, 
© or the most consummate Treachery had the greatest share 
in this joint invitation. | 

© On my return to the Mess I found Surgeon Dillon, 
© during my absence, had moved up to the head of the 
© table, and though extremely heated with wine, expressed 
© the greatest concern at my returning : However, I re- 
© sumed 1 and continued to pass the bottle, when 
© Surgeon Dillon placing his chair close to mine, began 
commenting very severely on Lieutenant Colonel Campbell's 
conduct (Who sat opposite to him), urging me also re- 
© peatedly to leave the table and return to my own quar- 
© ters, insinuating he would then call on Lieutenant Colo- 
© nel Campbell for an explanation of his behaviour towards 
© him.---1 endeavoured to dissuade him as much as pos- 
© $ible, but to no effect, till in remonstrating with him, 
© aided by constant humpers of wine, I at length became 
myself equally irritated and violent; when rising from 
© my chair, I grant I addressed Lieutenant Colonel Camp- 
© bell in a very insulting manner, but not more so, than I 
© continue to think at this moment his conduct towards 
© me fully warranted. --- Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, who 
© had not drank any wine, very coolly asked me, if I ad- 


dressed myself to him; on which I laid my hand on my 


sword, and walking round the table to the place where he 
© was sitting, tapped him three times on the shoulder, 
„saying, “ You, you, you, are the man I mean.” I then 
© returned to the upper end of the room for my hat and 
© cane, when Major Sladden ran up to me, saying, © My 
dear Browne, what do you mean?” I made him no an- 
© swer, but with the assistance of an Officer's servant, 
© walked to my quarters. 

© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell since informed me, that 
© being without a sword at the time, Lieutenant Urquhart 
© handed him his across the table, which he refused. 


© About twelve o'clock next day (Saturday, January the 


© 21st), Captain Hamilton, one of the Dominica Officers, 
© waited on me with this letter, expressing great concern 
in being employed in the business, never having seen 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell till the day before. 


4 


© Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel CAMPBELL to 
| - © Major BROWNE, 


<SIR, 
I was in hopes to have heard from you this morning, 
© when the fumes of the wine had evaporated which you 
© drank last night, to which alone I was inclined to im- 
pute the folly of your behaviour to me: I shall not take 
© advantage of your unguarded conduct by bringing you to 
© a Court Martial, which would undoubtedly deprive you of 
© your Commission, but expect you will either make me 
© an ample apology, or. fix with the bearer of this where 
© I may answer your challenge to-morrow morning, 
| clam 
«SIR, 
© Your very humble Servant, 

DAVID CAMPBELL. 

© To Major BROWNE.” | | 


On reading this letter, I assured Captain Hamilton 
© of my perfect readiness to vindicate my conduct in any 
© mode Lieutenant Colonel Campbell might prefer ; and not 
© feeling the slightest fear for my Commission, I still left 
© him at liberty to refer his complaint to a General Court 
Martial if he chose it, and amused myself for some time 
© in ridiculing his pompous display of generosity. I then 
© stated fully my conduct to 9 Colonel Campbell, 
© and the ungenerous return I received from bim. —-That 
© during my residence at Barbadoes we had been on the 


most intimate terms, that he generally dined with me 


© Saturday, 210. Fanuary. 
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© twice a week, and in short, that I exerted myseit to pay 
© him the most marked civilities. But on his arrival at 
Antigua, notwithstanding his invitation from me, he had 

© not even the politeness to leave his name at my door, but 


marked the grossest rudeness and contempt, without 
any one reason or cause whatever. 


© Captain Hamilton listened attentively, and replied, the 
© matter appeared very different to him now from what it 
had done last night, when he thought my behaviour very 
© extraordinary ; but as I had explained the business, it 
© now appeared much otherwise. I then assured Captain 
* Hamilton, T would make Lieutenant Colonel Campbell no 
© apology, and meeting him at present I was informed 


_ © would be highly improper ; but that as soon as I had dis- 
© charged my * to his Majesty in the Prosecution of 
Captain Hedges, 


26, I should be then ready to give Lieutenant 
© Colonel Campbell the most ample satisfaction; and re- 


Jquested Captain Hamilton would assure him from me, 


© that no restraint whatever should prevent me, and there- 
fore he need not be under the least apprehension from 
© this delay. Captain Hamilton answered, in this in- 
© $tance, with the liberality of a Gentleman; that, though 
© he was Lieutenant Colonel CampbelPs friend, he did not 
© think I ought to do more, and so he would tell him. 
© About this time Captain Sandys of his Majesty's ship 
© Latona, then at St. John's, whom I sent for as my 
© friend, came in, and accompanied Captain Hamilton to 
© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, They returned in a short 
© time, and Captain Hamilton informed me, he had men- 


© tioned all I said to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, who de- 


© clared he did not think himself under the obligations to 
© me I had stated, for he had dined as often with Captain 
© Wilkinson, and received as great civilities from him; but 
granting even he was under these obligations, he ( Lieu- 
© tenant Colonel Campbell) conceived, he had a right to drop 


© my acquaintance if he chose it, and insisted on the busi- 


ness being settled, either by a meeting this day or the 
© next. I observed to Captain Hamilton in answer, that 
it was evident Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, to justify his 
conduct, would deny the attentions he had received from 
© me; obligations I did not consider them, but civilities 
© which demanded a return, at least, in common compli- 
© ments ; that he might have dined with Captain Millin- 
© 591, but I could not discover how that authorised him to 
© behave uncivil to me; that he could not expect an 
© Officer, his equal in rank, and in every other situation, 
© who had been so studiously civil to him, world 52:ffer his 


. © acquaintance to be dropt in the manner he had done mine, 


© without having some reason assigned; that Lieutenant 
© Colonel Campbell might have thought just to make me a 
© convenience, but having accepted such civilities, I ex- 
© pected the return due to a Gentleman; Lieutenant 
© Colonel Campbell having failed in that, I still thought, 7 
© only treated him as his behaviour merited, at the same 
© time I could not but apologize to Captain Hamilton for 
© the time I had taken, which was improper, and could only 
© be excused from the quantity of wine I had drank ; and 
© concluded with again assuring him, I should give Lieu- 
© tenant Colonel Campbell no meeting till Captain Hedges's 
© Trial was concluded, but if attacked, I should defend 
myself. Captain Hamilton said, he did not think I 
© could do any more ; and he with Captain Sandys, went 
a second time to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, They re- 
© mained a considerable time absent, and on their return 
© declared there must have been some misconception, as 


Lieutenant Colonel Campbell now assured them, he had 


© not interfered in the least in the dispute between me and 
© Captain Hedges (as he was pleased to term it), and that 
© the cause of his not waiting on me, proceeded from his 
© Servant having been drunk ever since his arrival, 
© that he could not therefore get any cloaths, and was even 
© now so dirty he was not fit to be seen; I observed in re- 
© ply, that Lieutenant Colonel Campbell had been sufficiently 
© well dressed to go to a public ball the evening of his ar- 
© rival, attend the review of the Regiment, where the 
© whole Island was assembled, and even dine at the Mess 
in Company with his 'Excellency the Commander in 


Chief; and yet he pretended now to excuse his conduct 


© towards me by so extraordinary an assertion: That I 
© was happy to hear he did not interfere in the Discipline 
© of the Regiment under my Command, but that his be- 
© haviour to Captain Hedges, contrasted with his conduct 
© towards me, and his declaring to Surgeon Dillon, that 
© Captain Hedges's arrest was a curious affair, and would 
end in nothing, justified me in supposing he had. 


© Captain Hamilton then said, I think Major Browne, - + 


© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell having admitted so much on 


© his part, you cannot have any difficulty in now saying, 


« as that is the case, you are very sorry for what has hap- 


pened, which entirely proceeded from dane 1 
© replied, I thought _— Colonel CampbelPs excuses 


© too 


= i 4 4 
— * 7 1 + * * 
wo > rr 


© they could int 
addressed me, saying, Major Browne, indeed I think you 


_ © ought to do nothing 
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© too frivolous tobe admitted, and therefore could not say, 


© 1 was sorry for what had happened. Captain Hamilton 
© then turned to I Sandys, saying, he did not think 
ere further. Captain Sandys upon this 


may be mistaken in this business, Lieutenant Colonel 
Campbell having declared he meant you no offence, you 
surely cannot have any difficulty in assuring him, as that 


* is the case, you are sorry for your conduct, which pro- 


©ceeded only from misconception. Captain Sandys con- 
©tinued arguing with me for some time, till Lieutenant 
© Green (who had been present from the delivery of the 
© letter by Captain Hamilton) called me aside, and re- 
© quested me to leave the matter to Captain Sandys and 
© Captain Hamilton ; I deliberated for some time, and at 
© length addressed them nearly as follows.---< Gentle- 
men, you have shewn so much impartiality and cool- 
ness in this business, that confident of your honor, I 
cc think I ought not to refuse leaving the matter to you; 
4 therefore, if you empower me to say, if either of you 


« were in my place, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell having 


e first made the declarations you mention, you would feel 
« no difficulty in assuring him, you were sorry for what 
« had happened, in that case, I cannot refuse saying so.“ 
© Both Gentlemen immediately declared, they were inca- 
© pable of advising any measure they would not have 
adopted themselves; on which I drew up the following 
© paper, in their presence, and agreed to read it as my ex- 
© planation to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, which they 
© both agreed was fully sufficient. | 


oer. 


« Captain Sandys and Captain Hamilton, the friends of 
« Major Browne, and Lieutenant Colonel 2 having 
«< maturely investigated the circumstances of the dispute 
< between Major Browne and Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, 
« do think, and give it as their opinion, that the circum- 
« stance which Major Browne took amiss in Lieutenant 
<« Colonel CampbelPs conduct, is fully done away by the rea- 
sons he has assigned to them for his wn, Gr They 
therefore declare to Major Browne, were they in his 


gs ituation, they would now, on this explanation, freely 
assure Lieutenant Colonel Campbell their concern for the 


conduct Major Browne made use of to him. -On the 
& opinion, therefore, of these Gentlemen, and on that only, 


Major Browne, willing to prove he is equally incapable of 


<a. 


4 affronting, as submitting to an affront, declares he is 


« Sorry for what he said to Colonel Cempbell last night, 
« which proceeded only from the reasons he assigned to 


« Captain Sandys and Captain Hamilton, which Colonel | 
* Campbell has empowered them to explain and do away.” 


« FHead-Duarters, St. John, 
« Saturday, 215t January, 
« 1786.” 


© On receiving this Paper to to Lieutenant Colonel 
© Campbell, Captain Hamilton declared, if he did not agree 


©to it, he would interfere no further, and Captain Sandys 
accompanied him with it. They returned ina few minutes, 


© and delivered me back the paper, Captain Hamilton in- 
© forming me, Lieutenant Colonel Campbell did not wish any 


_ ©thing to be read, but that I would just say before Major 


© Sladden, I was Sorry for what had passed.” ---I re- 
© plied, recollect you yourself, Captain Hamilton said, I 
further than read the paper, and 
nothing farther will I do; as to Major Sladden's being 


present that is totally inadmissible, he having nothing 


© that I can see to say or do in the business,---Well, says 
Captain Hamilton, what does it signify, whether you read 
© the paper, or declare the purport of it. As to Major 
© Sladden being present, I dare say Lieutenant Colonel 
* Campbell will not insist upon it. Lieutenant Green now 
© remarked to Captain Hamilton that he had admitted, I 
© ought not to do more than read the paper, and what 
© reason had he for ing his opinion? “Good God,” 
answered Captain Hamilton, & what does it signify, whe- 


© ther he reads the paper or declares the purport of it.. 


Some further conversation passed, which I put an end to, 
© by saying, I should get the paper by heart, and repeat it 


© to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell; to this Captain Hamilton | 


© and Captain Sandys both answered, © very well,” ---then 
© went again to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and on their 
* return, informed me, he was satisfied, and gave up the 


© © point relative to Major Sladden. | 


_ * Captain Sandys then invited me to breakfast with him 


; © the next morning, to meet Lieutenant Colonel Campbell 
© and Captain Hamilton, who alonewere to be present, and 
© there settle che business, to — 1 S 


© The next morning (Sunday the 22d.) I went accord- 
© ingly to Captain Sandys lodging, where I found the other 


Gentlemen asgembled.---On my entering the room 1 


© went up to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and began re- 
© peating verbatim the paper, but was interrupted by his 
© crying out, Stop, stop, Major Browne, you insulted 
© me without the least provocation; I only desire you to 
say you are sorry for it.” I immediately replied, “ you 
© have misplaced the matter, for you first most unmeritedly 
© insulted me.” Captain Sandys and Captain Hamilton now 
© interfered, requesting no recapitulation ; a dead silence 
© ensued for some minutes, during which Lieutenant 


Colonel Campbellwalked about the room seemingly in great 


© agitation. At length he addressed me to this purport ; 
« By God, Major Browne, I never meant you any offence; 
my not waiting on you, proceeded from my servant 
© being drunk ever since my landing on this Island, and 
« you see the condition I am now in for want of cloaths 
&« (he then lifted up his arm and put his finger through a 
© hole in his coat), now Major Browne could | wait on you 
in such a condition; and as to my interfering in ny 
« dispute in your Regiment, you have been misinformed, 


_ KC {t is no business of mine, I never have, nor will I inter- 


« fere in it. I replied, © if that was the case, I was very 
« Sorry at having been deceived by appearances.” The 
© two Gentlemen then said, shake hands, which we did 
© accordingly, I then mentioned to Lieutenaut Colonel 
© Campbell, how much I lamented his not having wrote me a 
© note, stating his reasons for this seeming want of atten- 
© tion, which would have been fully sufficient. Here I 
© was interrupted by Captain Sandys and Captain Hamilton, 


© who said, the matter was now over, and there must not 


© be a word more spoke on the business. We then break- 
© fasted, talked of indifferent matters, and parted on terms 
© of perfect reconciliation, Thus this business seemed to 
© have an end. ; 

© By this statement, to the truth of which I am ready to 
© depose, it is for his Majesty to judge, whether I insulted 
© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, without the least provocation. 
© And the minutes of Captain Hedges's Court Martial 
© prove the falsehood of his assertion, in now stating 1 
© drew my sword partly out of the scabbard, and which I 
© therefore shall insert. 

© On Thursday, March 2d, 1786, having finished my 


examination of Lieutenant Green, in support of some mat- 


© ters in my reply to Captain Hedges's Defence, the Judge 
© Advocate desired Captain Hedges to proceed in his Cross 
© Examination of that Witness; when, in the hearing, and 
presence of Lieutenant Culonel Campbell, he proposed the 
following question: 7 


©ExTRract from the Copy of the Proceedings of the 
© General Court Martial, held on Captain Robert 
© Hedges, of his Majesty's 67th Regiment, in the Island 
© of Antigua.---Attested by John A. Oldham, dated 

© Fudge Advocate's Office, 215t of June, 1786. 

© THURSDAY, March 2d, 1786. 
« EXTRACT.” 
© Cross questioned by the Prisoner. 

© You have said, That Major Browne has never dis- 
t turbed the harmony of the Regiment, or behaved im- 
« properly as a private Gentleman, only in the instance 
« you have mentioned.” Were you not present at the 
Mess, on the 20th of January last, when he, in the most 


© extraordinary and unwarrantable manner, drew his sword 
© on a naked man, his Superior Officer, and thereby dis- 


© turbed the harmony that reigned at that time ? 


© A. I was not present. EF 

© Notwithstanding this extraordinary and rancorous 
© Charge, it was with the utmost difficulty that upright 
© Court of Fustice and Honor admitted me to vindicate my 
© Character from the aspersions so wantonly cast upon it, 
© by proposing the following questions to Surgean Dillon 
© and Lieutenant Mahon, who were present at the time 
© the dispute happened, -- and the bias in the Court 
© towards me will appear sufficiently by the questions they 
© proposed, without inserting here more fully their man- 
ner and conduct on that occasion. 


* THURSDAY, March 2d, 1786, 
© Deftor DILLON was then examined. 
« EXTRACT.” 
Question from Major Browne. 


© 9. Did you ever observe any part of my eondu that 
c _— ted the harmony of the Regiment ? 
No. | | | 
© ©. Did you ever observe any part of my conduct im-. | 


proper as a private Gentleman? 


$ A. Never. 
| 5 Court 
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© Court cleared, and after some time was opened again. 
Question from the Prosecutor.--- Were you not present 
e at the Mess on the 20th of January last, when the dispute 

© arose between Major Campbell of Colonel Fullerton's Re- 
© giment and me ? | EDS at 

© A. I was. ; | 

c I Did I draw my sword on Major Campbell? 

A. Certainly not, for I was next to him, and you could 
© not have done it without my knowledge. 

© ©, From the Court. Are you not under an Arrest 
© for an action of that night ? 

A. lam. | 

6 85 Have you been tried for that action? 

© A. No.--- | | 

© The two last questions were proposed by Captain Su- 
© zherland.” 2 8 


— 


SATURDAY, March 4th, 1786. 
©ExTRACT from the Evidence of Lieutenant Manon. 
Question from Major BROwNE. 


5 I Have you ever observed any part of my conduct, 
© which prevented, or interrupted the harmony of the Re- 
© oiment ? | 
x A. I have not. | 

a J Have — observed any thing improper in m 
tconducꝭ either as your Commanding Officer, or a 
privat? Gentleman? 

baue not. | | 

© 9, Were you at the Mess-room when the dif- 
© ference arose between Major Campbell of Fullerton's Re- 
© 9iment amd me, and if you were there, did I draw my 

sword on im? 

© A. I was at the Mess-room, and did not see you draw 
© your $woi'd, nor do I think any person that was there 
© will say you did. | 

© 9. Court. Did you see Major Browne offer to draw 
© his sword at that time, or did you see any part of it un- 
© Sheathed ? 


© A. I saw him put his hand to his sword, but I did not 


© 5ee any of it drawn, 
© 9. Prosecutor. Was there any person prevented me 
© from drawing my sword, if I had intended it? | 
A. Not that I saw. 
© 9. Prisoner. Had Major Campbell a sword by his side 
© at that time? | f | 
6. I am sure he had not; and as well as I can re- 
© collect, he had a coloured coat on. 

2. Court. You say that Major Browne never in- 
© terrupted the harmony of the Regiment; in what light 
© did 710 consider this circumstance ? , 

c 
© 8ult from another. | 
2. Court. You did not then consider this as inter- 
© rupting the harmony of the Regiment? ' 

© A. I did not. | | 

© The two last questions were proposed by Lieutenant 
© Urquhart, who had been present himself, and kindly of- 
* fered (as I before mentioned) his sword across the table 
to Lieutenant Colonel Campbell; and on Lieutenant 
© Mahon's answering the last question, with a malicious 
© smile and grin on his countenance, he repeated in a lower 
© tone of voice, shaking his head, and writing down the 
© answer, © you did not- didn't you.“ 
II also beg leave to remark, how unnecessary it was 
© for Captain Hedges to Cross-question a Witness where 
© my crimination depended ;---but thanks be to God, my 
© conduct has been such, that I hold in equal contempt, 
© 25 fear, the united endeavours of Captain Hedges, the 
© Members of the Court Martial that tried him, the cabal 
© in the Regiment, cemented and strengthened by their 
© 5upport and sentence; and, though last, not least, the rear- 
© ouard of the Phalanx Major David Campbell,---but 
© 2m prepared fully to vindicate my Character and Honor 
© in opposition to their united endeavours, well assured, 
© the Court before which I shall be arraigned, will be 
© composed of Characters too cool and too candid, 
© not to allow the possibility of one man being injured by 
© many; and in this hope, I close my Answer to Captain 
© Headges's Specific Charge, in support of his Third Crime, 


MAJOR BROWNE's ANSWER to Caerai 
HepGes's FIRST SPECIFIC CHARGE, under the Head 

II had but just reached my Quarters after the fracas 

© with Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, when Corporal Aickman, 


© Lance Serjeant and Orderly that day over the Barracks, 
brought me the following Letter from Major Sladden, 


I considered it as one man having received an in- 


© Copy of a Letter from Major SLADDEN, directed 
© On Service.” 
<SIR, 25 A . | 
J am sorry to inform you, Iam under the disagreeable 
© necessity of putting Surgeon Dillon of the 67th Regiment 
© under an Arrest, for Ungentleman-like Behaviour to 
© Ersign Butler of said Regiment. 
© I have the Honor to be, 
— 21 


© Your very obedient 
© Humble Servant, 
G. SLADDEN, 
© Major and Captain 67th Regiment, 
© Major BRowNE, | 
© Commanding 67th Regiment. 
© The next morning, (Saturday the 21st) I went at half 


© past Six to the Barracks, and called on Surgeon Dillon, 


© desiring to know the circumstance which occasioned 


© Major Sladden's ordering him into Arrest---He inform- 


© ed me, that immediately after I left the Mess-room, 
Ensign Butler said, © Well, I never saw such Conduct, 
© or words to that effect; then filling his glass, . Here's 
« Damnation to such Commanding Officers.” Surgeon 


Dillon instantly rose, went round, tapt him on the shoul- 


© der, and desiring him to follow him, left the room, and 
© waited a little time at the door; when finding Ensign 


© Butler did not leave the Mess, he returned, and 


* again laying his hand on his sioulder more roughly, 


said, Why don't you follow me, Sir.“ Ensign Butler 


immediately called to Major Sladden, Saying, Surgeon Dillon 
© challenges me, Sir.” ---< Does he challenge you,“ re- 
© turns Major Sladden ; © He does,” replies Ensign Butler; 


© onwhich Major Sladden ordered Surgean Dillon into Arrest. 
Lieutenant Mahon, who was present at this relation, 


© declared, that although, in consequence of having drank 
freely that night, he could not now pretend to state 
© Ens:gn Butler's words; yet he felt them at the time so 
highly reflecting on me, that he was up with the same 


© intent before Surgeon Dillon could get round, but some 


person pulled him down, and kept him in his chair. 
On hearing Surgeon Dillon's account, I observed, it ap- 
© peared to me a foolish drunken business, and such as 
© ought to be accommodated ; which, with his permission, I 
should endeavour to accomplish ; confident Major Slad- 
© den had only put him in Arrest to avoid any ill conse- 
© quences at the time. Surgeon Dillon replied, disclaiming 
© any ill will whatever to Ensign Butler, that he never be- 


© fore had the slightest altercation even with him; but 


© that he considered himself called on by every principle 
© of honor, either as my friend, or as an Officer under 
© my Command, to notice such conduct; that had he 
© not conceived Ensign Butler would have supported 
© his sentiments in a more manly manner, he should have 
© held his defamation beneath his notice: Observing 
© also, that had Major Sladden been actuated by the mo- 
© tives I mentioned, he could not but think, he would have 
© ordered Ensign Butler into Arrest as well as him. 

© I then went, taking Lieutenant Green with me to Ma- 
© zor Sladden's quarters, a precaution I always observed to- 
© wards that Gentleman since his public declaration, that 
“an Oath was nothing, and that an Officer, when on his 
« Oath, need not recollect any circumstance but what he 


pleased; indeed he evinced a still more pliable and 


© convenient conscience at Captain Hedęes's trial; for, when 
© examined there on his Oath, he recollected perfectly well 
© matters of a distant date, that never had passed; while 
© he totally forgot the most remarkable circumstances 
© that had happened but a few months before; and this as- 
* sertion I continue in advancing, and am ready to sub- 
© $tantiate by evidence incontrovertible. 

I found Major Sladden dressing, and Ensign Butler 


with him; I immediately requested to be informed of | 


© the particular circumstances which occasioned Surgeon 
© Dillon's Arrest, stating what Surgeon Dillim had told me, 
© and also my own opinion, wishing the business to be 


© adjusted ; Major Sladden referred me to Ensign Butler, 


© who declared he had not even mentioned my name, or a 
syllable which could convey the slightest disrespect to- 


© wards me; that Surgeon Dillon, without the least provo- 


© cation, a few minutes after I had left the Mess, rose 
© from the table, came round to the place where he was 
© Sitting, tapt him on the shoulder, saying, “Follow me, 
“and we will settle this matter; that Surgeon Dillon then 
© went into the Gallery, where he remained some time, 


then returned into the Mess-Room, went up to him and 


struck him, desiring him again to follow him, which 
Ensign Butler refused, desiring Major Sladden to take 
© notice (who was sitting near him) that Surgeon Dillon 
© had struck and challenged him; on which Major Slad- 


© den ordered Surgeon Dillon into Arrest.---I replied, if 


© that was the case, and he would first assure Surgeon * 
LT * 


— —. — Den. coins 


— — 


, he had not made use of any disrespectful 


vas struck 


16 | | 

words to- 
© wards Surgeon Dillon, on his part, was ready to shake 
© hands with — and repeat his concern for what had 


happened. Ensign Butler, after considering for some 


< time having as I then thought, and still think, been 
c — on by Major — 20s « That he 
« had delivered in his charge last night to Major Sladden, 
« and should therefore demand a public investigation, 


« that is, a General Court Martial you mean, Mr. Butler,” 
says Major Sladden ; © Ensign Bi ; 
© firmative.” I then advised Ensign Butler to consider 


utler replied in the af- 


the business, as his persisting in his present determination, 


s would certainly force me, in justice to Surgeon Dillon, to 


© put him under an Arrest, for the conduct asserted b 
© Surgeon Dillon to have occasioned his behaviour towards 
him; and which, in my opinion, was an ample justifi- 
cation; but it was a business in which a General Court 
Martial had no concern, and I should therefore be glad, 
© for the credit of the Regiment, the matter was ami- 
© cably settled. Ensign Butler made answer, He was 
© determined,” and left the room. 

On Ensign Butler's leaving the room, I observed my 


5 _ to Major Sladden, at his extraordinary con- 
8 


which remark he seemed now perfectly to join in, 
© notwithstanding he had been apparen 0 
© opinion before that Officer. IT his struck Lieutenant 
2 Gn $0 forcibly, that he could not refrain asking him if 
© he had not been of a direct contrary opinion while Ensign 
© Butler was in the room? Major Sladden replied, some- 
« what confused, He had not.” Lieutenant Green then 
© repeated the words he had made use of in Ensign 
© Butler”s presence (which I do not find inserted in my 
© Journal, and cannot now remember, but make no doubt 


tly of a different 


Lieutenant Green does, who is prepared to give his evi- 


© dence on the different charges); Major Sladden answered 
somewhat warmly, © You misunderstood me, Lieu- 
&« tenant Green, pray do not take up my words so quick, 


„ Sir.“ They continued disputing on this point for some 


© time, till at length Major Sladden said he would go and 


© use his influence with Lieutenent Butler, requesti 


©] would take no step till I heard from him. I assu 


6 him I would not, and that I should remain one hour in 


© the Barracks for his answer ;---he then left me, and on 
© the expiration of the hour, not hearing from him, I pro- 
© ceeded towards my Quarters, when Major Sladden called 
© after me, saying, he would wait on me in an hour or less. 
© which he accordingly did, and delivered me Ensign But- 
er's final determination, * that he was resolved to bring 
« Surgeon Dillon to a General Court Martial ;*” he then 
© left my Quarters, and I ordered Ensign Butler into Arrest 

rge inserted by Captain Hedges. 


© on the cha 
© On Sunday morning (the 22d of January) after the 


_ dispute between me and Major Campbell had been adjusted 


© at Captain Sandys's lodgings, I mentioned to Captain 
© Hamilton, Ensign Butler's determination relative to Sur- 
© geon Dillon, but that I had 5 reporting the business 
© to the General, in hopes Mr. 

© of his folly ;---to this Captain Hamilton replied, it was 
© the first instance he believed that ever occurred in the 
© Army, of an Ensign in a Regiment declaring himself he 
another Officer, and challenged, yet re- 
© fusing to adjust the business, but through the medium 
© of a General Court Martial. I observed, in case it was 


 » © not compromised this day, I should report it to the 


© General in the morning, and would be happy at his speak- 
© ing to Ensign Butler, and using his endeavours to settle 
© the business, which he promised; but meeting him in some 
© hours after, he told me, he had spoke to Ensign Butler, 
© who continued determined to abide by his former decision. 

The next morning (Monday the 23d) I rode over to 


© Clart's Hill, and reported the Arrest of Surgeon Dillon 


© and Enign Butler to his Excellency Major General 


© Shirley, declaring, 1 did not think there was any 3 
e 


neral 


© grounds for a General Court Martial; but the 


utler might be convinced 


"2 


© replied, © as they seem so fond of Court Martials, they 


shall have enough of them.“ 


© Thus this affair remained till Sunday, March the 5th, 
< the day after the Proceedings on Captain Hedges's Court 
© Martial were finally closed on both sides; and after the 


© Court had refused to accept any apology from me, hav- 


© ing come to the unalterable resolution of continuing me 
© in Arrest till his Majesty's pleasure was known.---On 
© this day, Lieutenant Colonel Foster, accompanied by 1 
© tain Sutherland, waited on me, informing me, Ensign Butler 


empowered them to say, he was now ready to accommo- 


© date his dispute with Surgeon Dillon, in the manner I had 
< originally proposed, | 
with Surgeon Dillon, as they supposed he would be 
© directed by me; replied, I should state their mes- 
sage in their own presence to Surgeon Dillon, but if 
© he demanded my advice, I would give it to him, ct to 


they requested my influence- 


—— 


dhe proved himself the Soldier's rea 


CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED ON 


© accommodate the matter after Ensign Butler's repeat- | 
©ed refusals.---On Surgeon Dillon's arrival, and 


< plying to me, I gave him my opinion; to which he re- 


© plied, if he did not accommodate the business, the General 
would have him tried by Captain Hedges's Court Martial; 
© and that I knew, right or wrong, they would acquit Butler, 


© and break him ;---I replied, object to them in zoo, - 


© but he said, he disliked the idea of any trouble, that he 


did not think he had the worst of the fight; Ensien 


Butler himself was his evidence to that point, and he 
* wished to have done with him.---I therefore consented, 
and the affair terminated, as I had originally proposed to 
© Ensign Butler the morning after it > exon. P 2 : 
© Surgeon Dillon, whose acquaintance with me com- 
© menced on his joining the Regiment, has no less dis- 
* tinguished himself in the humane and zealous discharge 
* of his duty, aided by the test skill in his pro- 
* fession, and particular knowledge of the diseases inci- 
dental to the West India climate, practised during the 
* year I commanded the Regiment, with success equally 


_ © extraordinary, meritorious, and unexampled, as the * 
n 8 dread- 


among the unfortunate Soldiery has since been 

and surprising, than in his constant and steady 
support of me, his Commanding Officer ; Mir. Dillon 
had been but a few months under ny Command, before 

friend ; that alone 

* made him mine; our friendship from that time mutually 
increased with our knowledge of each other, ¶ unded on 
the basis of principle and honor, which no @dversity or 
© misfortune been able to weaken, but rather more 
firmly strengthen. To this alone I impute the intre- 
* pidity with which Surgeon Dillon witlistood the efforts 
made by the Members of Captain Hedges's Court Martial 
to intimidate him---A Court terriffic inde 1, from' the 
extraordinary powers they assumed and exercised, as Le- 
* gislators, Judges, Arbitrators, and Commanding Officers. 
Jet no threats, intreaties, or proffered kindnesses could 
shake his resolution: But insulted, disgraced, and villified, 
* the most infamous attack made on his character by one 
* of the Members (Ensign Murray) which even his col- 
" leagues seemed ashamed of, though they dressed it up 
for the information of his Majesty and the World in 
the manner most favourable to themselves, and injurious 
to Surgeon Dillon, he continued to the last moment 
strenuous in my support and the discipline of the Service, 
dat a time too, when from the numbers alone of my ad- 
* versaries, there remained little expectation of my ever ob- 


| © taining justice; and therefore, by supporting me, he had 


© every thing to lose, --nothing to gain. In such cireum- 
stances, I trust it must evidentally appear to his Majesty, 
© Surgeon Dillon was actuated alone by Principle and 
© Honor, and so far, © the declared Friend and Partizan 
* of Major Browne.” : 

© I most positively deny Major Sladden having made me 
© any such answer, on my demanding the reason of Surgeen 
© Dillon's Arrest, as specified by Captain Hedges, but assert 
© his answer was, Give me leave, Sir, to refer you to 
Ensign Butler; and as to my demanding, © It there 
was to be any challenging,” they must prove me an 
© ideot before that expression can gain belief. I also 
© aver never having made any effort, or used any persuasion 
© to accommodate the dispute than I have just related. In 
© regard to Ensign Butler's friends, I confess myself at a 
loss in conjecturing to whom Captain Hedges refers; 
© certainly not to the Members who composed his Court 
© Martial; they, unknown to, and unacquainted with either 
© party, were too delicate, and too cautious, circumstanced 
© as they were, to form an intimacy, much less a friendship 
© with a Prisoner, whom it was more than probable, must 
© be arraigned before them. --- Captain Hedges cannot there 
© fore have forgot his obligations so soon, as to refer 
to them; and to any other friends of Ensign Butler - 
© any such there are) J am totally unknown, and entirely 
© unacquainted, | 

© I beg leave to annex the following Letter from Gover- 
© nor Parry, previous to the Regiment leaving Barbadoes, 
with my Answer, as a conclusion to this Specific Charge 


| © of Tyranny and Oppression.“ 


COPY. | 
8 © Retreat, October 24, 1785. 
ZEA treat, Ober 24, 1785 


I am favoured with your Letter of yesterday. The 


AQuarter-MMaster's accounts shall be sent to you as soon 


*as I return home, accompanied with the remarks you 


desire. 


In the mean time, I have but to assure you, that the dis- 
© cipline-and uniform good conduct of the —_ Regiment, 
© Since its arrival in this Island, has afforded me so much 


* satisfaction, that J shall not fail to represent them to his 
Majesty in the strongest and most favourable terms; — 
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© beg you will present to the Officers and Soldiers, my 
* sincere thanks, and the universal applause of this little 
Community. 
1 . *. 13g to be, with Esteem, 
c 
© Your most obedient and - 
© Most humble Servant, 


| D. PARRY. 
©To Major BROWNE, 
r his Majesty's * 
* © 67th Regiment.“ 


Head Quarter, Barbados, 
© Oftober 14th, 1785. 


SIR, ä 6 
© Your Letter of the 2d instant, has given me the most 
© Sensible pleasure. My wish ever has been to preserve 
© the strictest discipline, and to inculcate into the minds 
© of the Soldiers, that they 3 to protect not molest. 
The strict attention of the Officers under my Command, 
© to this principle, has ever occasioned the Regiment to 
be marked and looked up to.---But I am ge. 
© happy your Excellency, and the Inhabitants of this Island 
< approve their conduct; than. which nothing can be 
more flattering to me and the Corps. 
© I have the Honor to be, 
© Your Excellency's 
© Much obliged 
© Humble Servant, 


J. BROWNE. 
© Major 67th Regiment. 
© To his Excellency 
© GovERNOR PARRY, 
Oc. Se. Ce. 


The Second and Third Specific Charge produced by 
© Captain Hedges, under the Head of his FIRST CRIME, 
© are so blended, it is impossible to separate them; I shall 
© therefore now answer them as if forming but one 
© Charge. E 

On my having ordered Captain Hedges into Arrest the 
© 15th of December, 1785, Major Sladden remained almost 
constantly with him, and very seldom visited me. These 
© appearances, he thought necessary to gloss over by a vo- 
© luntary Apology.---He came to my Quarters, stating 
© his concern at being prevented from calling on me as 
© often as he could wish; that his peculiar situation must 

© evidently point out the delicacy and propriety of such 
(conduct, intimating clearly (though he was too cautious 
absolutely to express himself) the strong and decisive 
- © testimony I knew he must give, if called upon, in sup- 

© port of the Prosecution. I assured him any apology 
© was unnecessary, where the correctness of the measure 
© was so apparently obvious.---He does not let his dissi- 


mulation rest here ;---he mentioned some days after- 


© wards to Adjutant Stewart his obligations to me; that he 
© conceived from the Black Pioneers being in the Barracks, 
© he might dispute the Command, but he could not take 
© any Step appearing unkind or unfriendly towards an Of- 
*ficer from whom he had received so many attentions and 
© kindnesses.--- Yet, in a conversation some days after with 
his Excellency Major General Sir Thomas Shirley, he in- 

© formed me, that Maior Sladden was constantly plaguing 

© him to give him the Command of the Barracks, 1 
the Black Pioneers constituted it a Garrison, which his 
© Excellency added, he had as continually positively re- 


© fused, conceiving those Blacks could not be considered 
aas Soldiers; but added, he had informed him, in case 


© the detachment of Artillery (consisting of nine or ten 
men, which were stationed on Monct's Hill, about nine 

© miles distant from our Barracks, and which J beg leave 
© to observe, were the only Troops besides the 67th on 
* the Island) were ever ordered to perform any duty with 
© the 67th Regiment, then, and then only, the Command 
© of the whole would devolve to him, as the Senior Officer 
© by Brevet. But situated as they were at present, not 
© being mixed in duty, or stationed with the 67th Regi- 
* ment, Major Sladden had no pretensions whatever from 
© their being on the Island to assume any Command over or 
concern with them; however, it being a circumstance 
_ © that had never before happened under his Command, 
he had wrote to the Secretary at War on the occasion, 

© till whose Answer arrived, he was determined in sending 
© the Paroles, Countersignes, and all orders concerning the 
© Regiment to me,---any relative to the Artillery to Captain 
Made of the Engineers, stationed at Monct's Hill, under 
whose care he had placed them: And concluded, by ob- 
serving, that Major Sladden conceived himself very much 


© injured and displeased at this determination, but he must 
© get pleased again, 2 85 
J still continue to assert and affirm, in contradiction 
© to Lieutenant Colonel Foster, the experienced Officers form- 
ing Captain Heages's Court Martial, Major Sladden, and 
© all the other Pillars supporting that Phalanx, that this 
© determination of General Shirley's was strictly correct, 
© according to the first Article of the fifteenth Section of 
© the Articles of War; and that no Officer of any know- + 
© ledge or experience in the Service will venture on a con- 
© trary assertion. | JS 
© ] have related Major Sladden's conduct on the dispute 
© with Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, and his forcing me, 
© with the assistance of my other Friend, Ensign Man- 
© warring, to return to the Mess when the General had 
© left it;---I shall now therefore vindicate that part of 
© my conduct towards him, which Captain Hedges has pro- 
© duced as a ground for his Charge of © Tyranny and Op- 
“pression. 5 
© Duplicity is allowed to be one of the worst traits in 
© the worst mind, and the most fatal to the Character of a 
Man of Honor, and an Officer: It is the most difficult to 
© be detected, because the genuine offspring of natural low 
© cunning.---When it is employed to effect a purpose, we 
© are seldom alarmed till the Fruits begin to appear, and 
© then light is thrown on every part.---When we are at 
© length acquainted with the system of artifice ourselves, 
© we can only convince others, by tracing to them the 
© Slow and silent steps it pursues, relating every litile in- 
© stance, shewing clearly the chain that combines the whole, 
© and proving the intention from the effect. -But being 
© limited at present from entering so fully into this Gen- 
© tleman's conduct, I shall content myself with observing, 
© that Major Sladden, on my appointment to the 67th Re- 
© giment in August 1783, was my declared Friend and 
Supporter, in opposition to Captain Hedges and his 
Party; but latterly (since July 1785) it seems he has 
© been Captain Hedges's Friend and my Enemy. This 
© change was not brought about by any sudden convul- 
sion, but almost imperceptibly ;---he wavered between 
© two points,---alternately as each was present or absent, 
© the Friend and Enemy of both, and decidedly fixed to 
© neither, but as they tended to promote his own imme 
© diate views---till I at length forced him, in the manner I 
© $hall relate, to throw off the mask, and stop his progress 
just in time to save myself from eternal infamy and 
© disgrace. 5 
After Evening Parade, on Sunday the 22d of January, 
1 mentioned to Major Sladden the manner in which my 
dispute with Major Campbell had been made up that 
© morning,---he declared much pleasure on the occasion, 
© saying, © It was the proper manner in which such a 
ce business should be settled.“ We then conversed in the 
most friendly manner for near an hour, walking back- 


wards and forwards in the rear of the Barrack: I parti- 


© cularly mentioned my intention of reporting Ensign But- 
© ler and Surgeon Dillon's Arrest next morning to the Ge- 
© neral,---he only. lamented the occasion (shrugging his 
© Shoulders) and thus we parted.---On my return from 
© the General's next day, Monday the 23d, Major Sladden 
© took his horse, and went also to Major General Sir Tho- 
© mas Shirley's, the cause of which visit I shall mention in 
© its proper place. | | 
The morning after, Tuesday the 24th, his Excellency 
© Major General Sir Thomas Shirley came to the T'own of 
St. John's as usual, for the transaction of public business; 
he had not arrived many minutes, when Quarter Master 
© Griffin (since deceased) came to my Quarters, inform- 
© ing me, that he had just observed Major Sladden slip 
© down the street in the rear of my house, and pop into 
© the General's Office ; that Major Sladden's manner and 
© hurry, added to his going so much out of the way to 


avoid passing my Quarters, struck him as so extraordinary, 


© and suspecting him of some foul play, (to use his own 
© words) he made it his business to follow him, and look 
© ing in at the General's as he passed, (the doors and win- 
© dows in the West Indies, it should be observed, are 
© commonly left open, and the General's house in town 
© consisted only of a ground-floor) he saw Major Sladden 
deliver a paper, seemingly like a Memorial, which his 
© Excellency began reading with the greatest attention. 
© From this and other circumstances, as well as Major 
© Sladden's having been a long time at the General's the 
© day before, he, the Quarter Master, was certain he 
© had some scheme in agitation against me, and begged 
© leave to advise me to be on my guard. | i 
© On seeing the General in half an hour after, I men- 
© tioned to his Excellency, having heard Major Sladden had 
© been with him for a considerable time the day before, and 
also, immediately on his arrival in town this morning, 
© that my perfect knowledge 2 Major Sladden's 2 8 
| * ma 


— . — 
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e made me fear he had some design in agitation against 
© but from his Excellency's regard for the Service, I could 
© not but be assured of his support and protection against 
© any attack from that quarter.---His Excellency made me 
t; no answer; I then said, I now request to know from 
&« your Excellency, if Major Sladden has mentioned any 
« thing concerning me in those late visits he has made to 
« you?” Do you ask me the question?“ replied the Ge- 
© neral ---< I do, Sir, was my answer; © Why then,” re- 
© turned his Excellency, © Major Sladden has been with me 
« yesterday and this morning, desiring my sanction for 
* E putting you under an Arrest, on the Charge of 
Ensign Butler, for Ungentlemanlike Behaviour to Lieu- 
« tenant Colonel Campbell.” ---I demanded from him, 
« added the General, If he wanted to have the whole 
< Regiment in Arrest? if there were not enough in that 
redicament already ? to let us first have those tried, be- 


cc 
< fore he added any others to the number; but he alledges 


< he has nothing to say to it himself, being obliged by the 
<« Rules of the Army to make the application when required: 

<« but I have iled on him to let the matter lie over for 
< the present. The General then made towards his 
© carriage, which was waiting for him.---As soon as I could 
© recover from the surprise this information threw me into, 
© 1 mentioned to his Excellency the infamous light in which 
I viewed Major Sladden's Conduct, and demanded, if it 
© did not appear equally so to lim; that if he conceived 
© it his duty to act in that manner, why not do it openly, 
© like a man of honor, particularly, as at this very moment 
© he professed himself my friend, and under many obliga- 
tions to me.--- The General replied, still making towards 
© his carriage, That it was no business of his.” I then 
© required to know if he would give his sanction to Major 
© Sladden, if he attempted to put me under an Arrest? He 
© replied, « What can I do.“ To which I observed, if 
© that was the case, I should take care of myself; the 
© General then having reached his carriage, drove off. 

© Before I mention the steps I took in consequenc® of 
© this information, I shall relate the circumstances of 


© Major Sladden's visit to the General on Monday morn- - 


© ing, as his Excellency afterwards informed me: 
<7 had hardly left the General's Quarters an hour, after 
© having reported Surgeon Dillon and Ensign Butler's Ar- 
© rest, when Major Sladden arrived.---After prefacing the 
© cause of his visit, by declarations of concern, pain, and 
-- © uneasiness, he requested his Excellency's sanction, to put 
© Major Browne under Arrest, on the Charge of Ensign 
© Butler, assuring the General it was a matter in which he 
© was not in the least interested, but reluctantly obliged to 
s — — in obedience to the laws which governed his 
profession ? The General made many objections, ob- 
serving, notwithstanding he was grown rusty himself, from 
© the long time since he had been employed in the Service, 
C — it appeared an extraordinary measure, to order Major 


© Browne now into an Arrest, for a business that had pas- 


| sed the Friday before, and had been perfectly accommo- 

dated the Sunday after, to the mutual — of the 
E _ concerned; and still more, on the Charge of an 
© Ensign who was in Arrest by Major Browne's Orders 
some days, and which had been __— reported to 
« — Sladden finding the General testify the 
C * reluctance to deprive me of the Command of the 
4 


egiment, did not think proper to press the matter any 


< further at this time; but demanded an assurance, that 


© the cause of this visit should be kept a profound secret 
from me. The General positively refused giving any as- 
_ © 8urance one way or other; which circumstance alone, 
© I conceive, aoor Major Sladden to press the business a 
second time the next day. | 
© I believe it is hardly necessary for me to point out how 
perfectly well Major Sladden must have known he was 
acting in direct opposition to the rules of the Army---in- 
© deed the facts speak for themselves---and Major Slad- 
© Jen was too old an Officer, not to know the common 
© principles of the Service; for, if an inferior Officer, after 
© having been put under an Arrest, was admitted then 
© to prefer Charges against his Commanding Officer, 
© and thus be empowered to supercede him, I believe, 
© in that case, a Commanding Officer would seldom bring 
© an inferior to punishment ; and by this maxim a Subal- 
© tern Officer might occasion a whole Army to be under 
© Arrest. at the same time. But Captain Hedges had 
© clinched Major Sladden completely, and could not have 
© used a more emphatical expression; for I can make it 
© appear, he would do any thing, say any thing, or swear 
© any thing in that Gentleman's Service, as far as it ap- 
© peared connected with my ruin and his own immediate 
© advancement. 
AAdmitting (to finish 7 what must re- 
R 2 no small degree of charity to believe, that Major 
© Sladden was quite Sincere in the reason he assigned some 


we; 


« short time after Captain Hedges had been ordered into 


Arrest for withdrawing from me, and quite conscientious 


© in associating with Captain Hedges, and that he only 
© performed what he thought his unavoidable duty in lay- 
© ing Ensign Butler's Charge _—_ me before General 
© Shirley, the Governor of the Island, and pressing him 


© to give his sanction for putting me into Arrest ;---and 


© that also in desiring his Excellency to keep the matter 
© gecret,---he had---I can't immediately recollect any good 
© motive ;---but admitting he had some,-- -though I believe 
© no person besides himself, can possibly divine any,--- 
© I should be glad to know, if Major Sladden, being present 
© himself when I insulted Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, was 
© not as good a judge of the impropriety of my conduct, 
© as one of the youngest Ensigns in the Regiment ;---and 
© whether, if he conceived my conduct should be noticed 
© by a Court Martial, it would not have been more proper 
© to put me under an Arrest at the time (which by the 4th 
© Article of the 7th Section of the Articles of War, he or 
© any other Officer was impowered to do, and when by 
such a proceeding he might prevent future consequences 


than wait till the dispute was finally and amicably settled. 
To answer these Queries, Major Sladden is reduced 


© to the dilemma,---either of saying, that he himself saw 
nothing in my behaviour which called for notice, or the 
© future animadversion of a Court Martial (a thing he 
© will be very unwilling to own), or else, by asserting 
© that he did, be forced to search out some better reason 
© for not interfering, than the one I shall give for him, 
© which is---if he did think my conduct so improper as 
© to merit notice, he only declined interfering, in hopes (as 
© Lieutenant Colonel Campbell was reputed an excellent 
© swordsman) he would succeed to the Command of the 


Regiment, if not to my —_— by that means, without 


© the smallest apparent effort of his own ;---but findin 
himself foiled in this expectation, he is obliged to sbield | 
himself under the slight cover of an Ensign's name, who 
© is even at the time under Arrest by my Orders. 
© Full of indignation at Major Sladaen's conduct, after 
© receiving the formation I have related from the General, 
< I went immediately up to the Barracks, about one hun- 


| © dred yards distant from my own house, and taking Lieu- 


© tenant Green with me (who was acting Adjutant at the 
© time) I went to his room ; not finding him there, I asked 
© his servant where he was ?---Who answered, © He was 


( yxriting in his other room.“ I desired him to acquaint 


« his Master I wanted to speak with him.” The servant 


returned and told me, © His Master would come directly; 
© after waiting some minutes, I desired Lieutenant Green 


« to wait where he was, and I would go to him myself.“ 
] went and knocked at the door; Major Sladden called 


© out, © I will come to you directly.“ Without making 


© any reply, I opened the door and went in, instantly up- 
© braiding him with his scandalous duplicity and underhand 
© proceedings. He interrupted me, saying, if I would 
© hear him, I should find he had done nothing but what 
© his duty obli him to perform? If so, then, Sir, I 
«returned, what occasion for nay; apo it was onl 
« your duty, why not inform me of it?” He paus 

© Seemingly much agitated. I then told him, in the most 
© 5evere language, my opinion of his Character, on which 
© he replied in great agitation : © Major Browne, I order 
« you into Arrest.“ I only answered, You order me 
« Into Arrest, and left his Room, then sent Lieutenant 
© Green to put him into Arrest by my Orders,---which 


Order Lieutenant Green instantly executed, but Major 


© Sladden refused delivering him his sword. OE 

© On mounting my horse to report this business to his 
© Excellency Major General Sir Thomas Shirley, Lieute- 
© nant Cosby came to my Quarters, offering me a Letter from 
© Major Sladden, which 1 refused receiving, telling him, 
I had ordered Major Sladden into Arrest, which I desired 
© him to remember, and therefore be cautious in future 
© how he interfered in carrying any Letters to me from that 
© Officer. 

© On waiting on the General, I reported to him my 
© having ordered Major Sladden into Arrest. Some mi- 
© nutes after Captain Wilkinson arrived with a Letter from 


© Major Sladden to the General, in which he stated: Hav- 


ing been under the disagreeable necessity of ordering 
« Major Browne into Arrest, on the Charge of Ensign But- 
« ler, for Ungentlemanlike Behaviour to 3 Colonel 
* Campbell, on Friday evening the 20th of Fanuary.” The 
© General desired Captain Wilkinson to inform him, he 


_ © was too late in his report; Major Browne having pre- 
viously 


rted him in Arrest, which he had confirmed. 


© Captain Wilkinson then took his leave, and we returned 


to the Barracks nearly at the same time. 


From this decision of the General's, it is evident he did 


not consider the Barracks as a Garrison, nor Major Slad- 


© den my superior Officer; it is also apparent that Major 
3 | 'Sladden 


© casjon had he for so pressingly and repeatedly demandi 

© the General's sanction — in Arrest? If my — 
© rior Officer, why report to me his ordering Surgeon Dillon 
© in Arrest, and then admit 3 the matter to the 
Commander in Chief ?- Why regularly perform his 


Captain's Duty, and fall in at every parade at the head of 


© his Company ?---From these circumstances I produce 
* Major Sladden himself as proof that he was not my Com- 
© manding Officer. TS 
After I had dined, I sent Lieutenant Green a second 
time to demand Major Sladden's sword, which he a se- 
© cond time refused to deliver. I then sent Lieutenant 
© Green a third time, to inform him, if he did not deliver 
up his sword I should place him under close Arrest--- 
© which he still refusing, Lieutenant Green called to Lieu- 
© tenant Mahon, the Officer of the Guard, acquainting 


© him, he was to place Major Sladden in close Arrest, and 


plant a Sentry over him. Lieutenant Mahon than re- 
© quested Major Sladden to go into his room (he was at 
© this time walking up and down the gallery before his 
© apartment); to this he seemed to pay no attention. 
© Lieutenant Green then observing Lieutenant Mahon had 
© not his sword on, gave him his; upon which Major 


© Sladden said, © Now, Mr. Mahon, as you have your | 


sword on, I shall obey, but remember you had it not 
before. He then went into his room, and Lieutenant 
© Mahon placed a Sentry at his door. . | 

© Major Sladden finding Captain Wilkinson had. suc- 
© ceeded so badly, was resolved not to send him on a 
© Second message, yet determined to make one further 
© effort ;---who to send to the General was the question. 
The Officers of the 3oth Regiment he could not 
spare from his elbow; they remained in his room as his 
© advisers, and perhaps in this instance, they wished to 
© avoid throwing off the mask too soon, and keep up an 
© appearance of some litt decency---the only person they 
© could find, then, was a My. Burke (the intimate friend of 
© Captain Hedges and the 3oth Officers) a half- pay Lieu- 
© tenant, who resided in the town of St. John's; this man 
© they sent to the General at about five o'clock the same 
© day, © To know if the General had ordered Major Slad- 
© den into Arrest?“ General Shirley was rather surprized at 
© the kind of messenger, and returned a very laconic an- 
© $wer, but explicit to the point in question, That he 
considered Major Sladden under Arrest by Major Browne's 
« Orders.” 

© On Mr. Burke's return about seven in the evening with 
© this Answer from the General, Major Sladden's friends 
grew desperate, and he, at length, became equally so; 


© Lieutenants Lockart and Urquhart of the 3oth Regiment, 


© with Lieutenant Cosby of the 67th, came to my quarters. 
© Lieutenant Lockart ho me in the presence of 
© Lieutenants Green, Heard, and Quarter-Master Griffin, 
© with whom I had been transacting some Regimental 
Business, saying, © Major Sladden, Commanding Officer 
e of the Garrison, has desired me to 
te at hearing of your walking about with your sword on, 
« after having been put into Arrest by him; he has there- 
“fore now ordered me, with Lieutenant Urquhart, to de- 
“mand your sword.“ I answered this message by ex- 
pressing my astonishment at their interfering in the 
business; they who were expressly ordered to this island for 
(the purpose of deciding and judging on the conduct of 
© an Officer in the Regiment, which consideration alone 
© ought in delicacy to have prevented their interesting 
themselves in this contest; but that IJ was concerned to 
find they were equally forgetful of their own situation as 
© mine. That Major Sladden was a Captain under my 
© Command, in close Arrest, confirmed by the General, and 
© a Sentry planted over him 
© circumstances they could not plead ignorance ; that this 
© Arrrest was known to Lieutenant Cosby, who I was con- 
© cerned to see with them, and also the General's confir- 
© mation to their friend Captain MWiltinson; (I did not know 
© at this time of Mr. Burke's message and return) I there- 
© fore desired they would leave my quarters instantly, 
© which I pronounced in such a manner that they imme- 
x _— retired, making no reply, further than Lieutenant 
* Urquhart's muttering in a surly manner, We are the 
proper and best judges of our own conduct.“ Lieutenant 
© Cosby remained hesitating whether to follow those two 
Officers or not, when I relieved him by demanding his 
© message, on which he pulled out a letter, addressing 
© himself in the most silly manner to the Gentlemen of the 
© Regiment with whom J had been employed, saying, 1 
« believe there is no use in my offering it;” the Officers 
© Jaughed.---I said, © If from Major Sladden, I will not 
«read it.” On this he made towards the door, and still 
addressing himself to the Officers, You see that, what 
can I do,” and then departed, | 


ress his surprize 


by my Orders, of all which 


Captain Ramsey, Lieutenants Urquhart, 
in promoting and 


© give him till the next morning for consideration. 
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Sladden was himself of the same opinion, else what oc- | 


When all these visitors were dismĩssed, and the Gentle- 
© men of the Regiment had left me, I continued ruminati 
© for some time on the extraordi 
© nants Urquhart and Lockhart interfering, situated as 
© were, in any dispute in the Regiment. 


© for the night, but was soon roused by this letter from 
© Lieutenant Mahon, the Officgr of the Guard.” 


c ˖ 


© New Barracks, Antigua, Jan. 24th, 1786. 


© Half-past Seven o Clock at Night. 
<SIR, 


Major Sladden has this moment sent to me desiring to 
© have the Sentry (now over him) to be taken of, as he has 
© taken the Command of the Garrison, but I refused 
doing it till I receive your orders, which I request you will 


send as speedily as * 1 
© Your very humble 7 N15 * 
J. MA . 
© On Service.” 
© To Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment.” 


| © Thad hardly time to read it when Lieutenant Heard 
© returned, requesting me instantly to come up to the Bar- 


© racks, Major Sladden having broke his Arrest and acted 


© in the most outrageous manner; on my arrival Lieu- 
© tenant Mahon informed me that Major Sladden had broke 
© his arrest, forced the Sentry he had planted over him, 
© attempted to take the Command of his Guard from him, 
© and on his refusing to obey his Orders, had sent Lieute- 


© nant Cosby to 2 him under Arrest, and had absolutely 5 


given out the following Garrison Orders. 


GAR RISON ORDERS. 


Barracks, Antigua, 7 o Clock, 
Tuesday Evening, 24th Fan. 1786. 


© Major Sladden having being under the disagreeable ne- 
© cessity of putting Major Browne of the 67th Regiment 


© under an Arrest---All reports of the Regiment to be 


© made to Major Sladden. I 
| G. SLADDEN. 

Major and Captain 67th Regiment. 

© REGIMENTAL ORDERS. : 

© The Regiment to parade at 9 o'Clock to-morrow 


morning.“ | 


There was every a e of open Mutiny amon 
© the Officers; how far those of the 3oth R — — 
ockart, and 
Ensign Murray were concern 
causing it, the sequel will evince. 

Lieutenant Mahon further informed me that Major 
© Sladden endeavoured to seduce Brock the Sentry placed 


© over him, to quit his post, addressing him in the most 
familiar manner: © Brock, my lad, return to your guard, 
a = know me a long time, therefore attend to me.”.--- _ 
c 


e then went to the Serjeant of the Guard, desiring him 
to obey his Orders, who was a Major, and not mind 
© Lieutenant Mahon,---This was the crisis at which I ar- 
© rived ; on hearing my voice he —_— scampered to his 
room: I then ordered the Officer of t 
© a second Sentry over him, and with Lieutenant Green, to 
© inform him, that the Sentries had peremptory orders to 


| © use their bayonets in case of his attempting a second 


© time to break his Arrest. 
<1 positively deny precluding any person from visiting 


© him; on the contrary, the 3oth Officers were in his room 
© at this time, as Lieutenant Green and Mahon informed 


© me, and I particularly wished he should derive every ad- 
© vantage from their knowledge of the service. 

J then gave out such orders as the situation of the 
Regiment required (but of which I have no Copy, having 
been some time after erased from the Orderly Books by 
© the arbitration of Lieutenant Colonel Foster and his asso- 


© ciates), and about twelve o'clock, finding every thing 


© quiet, I returned to my own quarters. 


] sent for Lieutenant Cosby that night, and told him how | 


© much surprised I was at his behaviour, and that I should 
© expect such an apology as to convince me, he was now 
aware of the d ous tendency of his conduct -he 
answered, « That Major Sladden threatened to put him 


under Arrest if he did not obey his Orders, and seem- 


© ed unwillingly to make any apology---lI replied, I should 


— — Im 


concluded how- 
© ever, it was the final and expiring effort, and consoled 
myself in the certainty that every thing was now quiet 


« Lieut, 67th Regiment. 


e Guard to place 


JE. Ms 
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© The next morning, Wednesday the 25th, at seven 
© o'clock, I ſent Quarter Matter Griffin to inform the 
© General of the last night's transactions. The Quar- 
© ter Master returned with the following General Or- 
c ders, which I instantly communicated to the Regi- 
ment; and ſome time after ordered Lieutenant Cosby 
c into Arrest, who made no advances towards acknow- 
< ledging the impropriety of his conduct. 


*GENERAL ORDERS. 


< His Excellency the Commander in Chief being 


informed there is a doubt among the Soldiers of the 
67th Regiment, with respect to the Command of the 
Regiment—he informs them that Major Browne is 
their Commanding Officer; and they are to obey all 
Orders they receive from him. 

His Excellency likewise considers Major Sladden, 
© of said Regiment, in Arrest, by Order of Major 


© Browne. 3 

[ digne 
© Clarke's E 280 

25th January, 1786. ; 

C Quarter Master Griffin had not returned above an 


hour, when I received, from Captain Ramsay, this 
letter ;— N | 


a „ „ «a & 


© Barracks, Antigua, 25th January, 1786. 


At the request of Major Sladden, laſt night, Lieute- 
nant Lockhart, and myself, waited on his Excellency 
Governor Shirley this morning, to request an answer 
to the letter he sent him last night. 5 
His Excellency informed us, that Major Sladden 
was in Arrest by his Orders; and that he had taken 
such steps as appeared to him proper with regard to 
the 67th Regiment. 

His Excellency at the same time authorized me to 
inform you, that Major Sladden has his leave to take 
his Parole at large. | 
© I have the Honor to be, 

With great respect, 

Four most obedient servant, 

GEORGE WILLIAM RAMSAY, 
Captain 3oth Regiment. 


< On service, 
© Major BROWNE, 
Commanding the Troops in Garrison. 


* 


© In this he aſſerts the General told him Major Slad- 
den was under Arreſt by his Orders, which the Ge- 
neral aſſured me was . false, never having 
said any such thing. The other part of Captain Ram- 


sent me some hours after; and I was further informed 
by the General, he never had authorized Captain 
msay to write, or speak to me on the subject. Thus 
eve 
tively contradicted by the General. 
© Captain Ramsay's servant also brought me this let- 
c ter from Major Sladden, directed by Enſign Main- 
* waring :— 


R A Aa A A 6a A a A 


* Barracks, Antigua, 25th January, 1786. 


<SIR 
© Captain Ramzay, of the goth Regiment, having 


© communicated to me, that his Excellency the Go- 


< yernor has been pleased to give me my Parole at large, 


I beg you will be so good to give the necessary Orders 
for that purpose. 
© T have the Honor to be, 
8 IR 


£ Your moſt humble servant, 
G. SLADDEN. 
Major and Captain 67th Regiment. 
" © Major BRowWNE, os | = 
© Commanding 67th Regiment.” 


On receiving these two last letters, I sent Quarter 
Master Griffin a second time to the General, who re- 
© turned with this Note :— 


| © Clarke's Hill, January 25th, 1786. 
' © General Shirley presents his compliments to Major 
© Browne, and informs him that Mr. Griffin has juſt now 
© been with him. 

The General conſiders Major Sladden in Arreſt, in 
the same manner as Captain Hedges. | 
On his Majesty's Service, | | 
Do Major BROwNE.” 


THOMAS SHIRLEY. | 


© Wednesday morning, half past nine o'clock. 


GHG „„ A «„ A 
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say's letter was also contradicted by the General's Note, 


syllable asserted by Captain Ramsay, was poſi- 
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© I muſt observe, Captain Hedges had not at this time 

© his Parole at large, but was limited to the Barracks, 
© On Thursday, January 26, at the Evening Parade, 
© I thanked the Regiment for their ſteadiness and good 
conduct, particularly on the night of Tuesday the 
© 24th, when a Captain under my command made $0 
daring an attempt to overturn all Order and Military 
Subordination. | 

© On Friday the 27th, I received the following Note, 
© and gave Orders accordingly : 


| © Friday, January 27, 1786. 
© General Shirley presents his compliments to Major 
Browne, and informs him, that under the particular 
circumſtances of Major Sladden's Arreſt, the General 
thinks he might be permitted to ride out for three or 
four hours in the course of the day; and that Major 
Browne will do right by communicating this to Major 
Sladden. | 

© On his Majesty's service, 

© To Majer BROWNE, 
St. John's. 


© That day, Lieutenant Colonel Forster, Captains Pic- 
© tet, Urquhart, and Smith, Lieutenants Underwood, Has- 
© selberg, and Spicer, arrived from St. Vincent's and 
© Grenada, to form, with the zoth Officers, Captain 
* Hedges's Court Martial. | 

© The day after, Lieutenant Colonel Forster, and Lieu- 
tenant 2 paid me a complimentary visit, de- 
claring their concern at being so situated as to be pre- 
cluded from any further intimacy till Captain Hedges's 
Court Martial was concluded. 
© I think it was on this day I had some conversation 
with Lieutenant Colonel Forster, relative to Major Slad- 
den's conceiving the Black Pioneers constituted the 
Barracks a Garrison. He replied, Governor Lincoln 
had lately a letter from -the Secretary at War on that 
subject, and which he had seen, declaring the Black 
Pioneers were not to be considered as Soldiers. 
On the 2gth of January, two days after Colonel 
Forster's arrival, he, and many, if not all, of the 
Members, spent the day and supped with Major Slad- 
den, It is almost unnecessary to remind you here of 
Colonel Forster's delicate apology to me the very day 
before, for his resolution not even to call at my Quar- 
ters; effects which were easily traced up to this con- 
fidential meeting at Major Sladderrs, Shewed them- 
selves very early, for on the 31st, the day after the 
Court sat, I was informed that Colonel Forster said, 
«© The whole Iſland was one Garrison, and therefore I 
&« could not put Major Sladden under Arrest; that in 
so doing, I had acted contrary to the rules of the. 
« Army, and he was determined to have Major Sladden 
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* 


„ released.“ I was also informed, that Colonel Forster, 


© and the other Members, were almost constantly with 
* Major Sladden, or Captain Hedges ; and that one of the 
Members had expressed to 1 Dillon his asto- 
nishment at Colonel Forster's behaviour, accounting 
for it at the same time from his being entirely led by 
Captain Urquhart ; which circumstance, on enquiry, 
© Surgeon Dillon corroborated. | | 

© Lieutenant Colonel Forster, in conjunction with the 
© other Officers, pursuant to this 5 took every 
measure for Major Sladden's enlargement, and exerted 
© themselves so successfully, that on the ninth of Fe- 
© bruary, after an obstinate defence of fifteen days, the 
General, overcome by the superiority of numbers, at 
length reluctantly capitulated, giving out the follow- 
ing General Orders: — a l 


GENERAL ORDERS. 
| « Clarke's Hill, gth Feb. 1786. 


© The Commander in Chief being of Opinion, that 
Major Sladden, Captain in the 67th Regiment, has 


| © been irregularly, improperly, and contrary to the 


rules of the Army, put under Arrest by Major Browne, 
* commanding the 67th Regiment, as Major Sladden 
was Commanding Officer of the Garrison, thinks 
< proper to release Major Sladden from his Arrest. 

© The Commander in Chief likewise orders Lieutenant 


5 Coſby to be released from his Arrest. 


The Commander in Chief wishes to make use of 
© this occasion to apologize to Major Sladden for this 
Order not _— issued sooner. 

(Signed) THOMAS SHIRLEY. 
© To 8 _— E on STER, 

© of his Majesty's 66t iment, St. Tobn's. 
© To Nh ä 2 N 

* Commanding 67th Regiment, St. John's.“ 


c 
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© The grounds on which they persuaded the General 
to give out this Order, was, that the whole Iſland, 
© in consequence of the detachment of 3 on 
Monk's Hill, formed one Garrison; and that Major 
© Sladden, as the senior Officer by brevet, commanded 
© the whole. In contradiction to this 1 assert, that 
© Major General Shirley might have formed twenty differ- 
© ent Garrisons on the Island, not interfering in the 
< least one with the other; and next I assert, if the 
© whole Ifland was one Garrison, Major General Shir- 
© ley, being the Commander in Chief, and residing on 
< the spot, Major Sladden was, to all intents and pur- 
< poses, a Captain under my command; no troops be- 
© ing mixed in duty, or stationed within nine miles of 
© the 67th Regiment. * 

On the evening of the same day, I sent Lieutenant 
Ereene, accompanied by Lieutenant Mahon, to deliver 
© Major Sladden his sword, which he had no sooner re- 
© ceived, than he demanded from Lieutenant Mahon how 
© he came to wear his—did he forget being put under 
« Arreſt by him on the evening of the 24th of January? 
© Lieutenant Mahon returned to me, requesting my ad- 
vice. [I desired him to wear his sword, and attend 
© his duty, as no Order of Major Sladden's could be 
© yalid, while under an Arrest, approved by the General. 
. 6 [ jeutenant Greene then informed me, he was certain 
© Major Sladden, with Lieutenant Colonel Forster, had 
C concerted some scheme to put me under Arrest; and 
© Major Sladden's conduct to Lieutenant Mahon confirmed 
© him in that opinion. I therefore determined to take 
© my horse, as soon as Evening Parade was over, and 
demand an explanation from the General, 

The Evening Parade being formed, Major Sladden, 
with Enjign Mainwaring, neither having demanded 
© any permission to be absent, drove out of the Bar- 
© racks in a carriage, at a most furious rate. Con- 
« fident, therefore, Major Sladden had some such view 
© as Lieutenant Greene mentioned, (and being now, be- 
© yond a doubt, his Superior Officer, Lieutenant Colonel 
Forster having aſſumed the command of the Island) 1 


ordered / icutenant Greene to mount my horse, and put 


him in Arrest, even in Lieutenant Colonel Forster's pre- 
'© &ence, He overtook him just as he arrived at Lieute- 
© nant Colonel Forster's quarters. Major Sladden ran up 
© to Lieutenant Colonel Forster's room, Lieutenant Greene 
after him, and executed the Order accordingly, On 
receiving which information, I reported it to the Ge- 
* neral; never having admitted on my part, Lieutenant 
Colonel Forfler Commanding Officer of the Island of 
Antigua, but merely President of a General Court 
< Martial, which situation precluded him, according 
to the usage of the Army, from being ordered on any 
other duty; and, I trust, will evidently appear, 
ought from every consideration to have prevented his 
< officiously 1 in the discipline of the 67th 
© Regiment, much less violently converting their Bar- 
© racks into a Garrison, to afford himself an opportu- 
© nity for such interference. f 5 
8 On my return from the General's, Lieutenant Co- 
© lonel For ster having left a meſſage for me to call upon 
© him, I did so; he expressed great vehemence and 
« displeasure towards Lieutenant Greene, for putting Ma- 
« jor Sladden under an Arrest in his presence. I de- 
manded if Major Sladden had not waited on him with 
© an intention to procure me that favour ? He replied, 
© after some hesitation, Well, well, I think, not- 
„ withstanding, Mr. Greene's behaviour highly disre- 
«« spectful and improper.” | | 
Next morning, Friday the 10th, the General came 
© to town; on hearing which, the General Court Mar- 
< tial instantly adjourned, without doing _ business, 
in order to exert their influence in Major Sladden's be- 
© half; and succeeded accordingly. - | 


| © St. John's, February 10th, 1786. 
© Lieutenant Colonel Forster has received the following 


© General Orders from his Excellency the Commander 
© in Chief :— 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


© Clarke's- Hill, Friday, five o'clock, 
© The Commander in Chief orders, that no Field 
Officer in future shall put another in Arrest, until 
© his crime is first made known to the Commander in 
8 Chief. ; : | c 
The Commander in Chief dispenses with Major 
© Browne's Arrest, mentioned by Major Sladden to him, 
© in January. He at the same time recommends har- 


© mony and unanimity to the 67th Regiment; likewise, 
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© for the present, dispenses with Major Sladden's doing 


* duty as a Captain in the 67th Regiment. 
© To Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment. 


* 


4 On Saturday the 11th, Lieutenant Colonel Faetes and 


© Captain Sutherland waited on me, assuring me, it was 
the General's moſt earnest wish that this dispute 
might be accommodated ; and that Major Sladden, on 


his part, was ready to refer it to the. arbitration of 
© Lieutenant Colonel Forster, and the six Captains on the 
General Court Martial to this, after much entreaty, 


© I at length foolishly consented. . | 
© I think it necessary to add the arguments and en- 


treaties Lieutenant Colonel Forster made use of, by 


8 


which he entraped me into this compliance: — 

* He declared, by referring it to his arbitration, and 
that of the Captains, the matter would. be investi- 
gated as fully, and equally to my satisfaction, as if by 
a General Court Martial; — That Surgeon Dillon and 
Ensign Butler's quarrel would, in consequence, be also 


to England immediately after, and thus I should 
quietly get rid of him ;— That the General Court 


ter, and thus peace would be perfectly re- established. 
Urging me, in the most friendly manner, to consider 
how much more honourable it would be for the cha- 
rater of the Regiment, to have all these matters pri- 
vately adj usted; —how much Major General Shirley 
interested himself in the business; and how grateful 


suring me, he had no interest or concern in what he 
now advanced, further than his good wishes for the 
honour, peace, and happiness of all the Parties con- 
cerned. | : 

© The next morning, Sunday the 12th, the General 
came to Town, in order to be present at the ter- 
mination of this contest. All the Parties concerned 
immediately attended him. Major Sladden requested 
to Speak to his Excellency in a private room. In a 
© Short time the General returned, informing me, Ma- 
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or Sladden had been entreating him to “ declare me, 
% in General Orders, under Arrest; but he would do 


„no such thing.“ . 
* Major Sladgen finding he could not succeed in this 


acknowledge his having ordered me into Arrest on Tuesday 
the 24th, which I accordingly admitted; confident he 
had no such power; and even, if he had, that his 
conduct much more than justified mine. 
| © It was some time before Lieutenant Calonel Forster 
could prevail on me to accede to this fresh requisi- 
tion of Major Sladden's, He seemed greatly alarmed 
at my resistance; fearing, I suppose, by that means 
the arbitration would be broke off, and thus deprive 
him of his prey. He recapitulated all his arguments 
of the day before; adding, that Major Sladden had 
made a deposition of his having ordered me into Ar- 
reſt, which was proof sufficient, except I deposed to 
the contrary ; therefore my refuſing could answer no 
end; concluding by earnestly intreating me, as I va- 
lued the character, peace, and happiness of the Regi- 
ment, to accede to this proposition. | 
From these arguments and assurances; from the 
confidence I placed, if not in the underſtanding, at 


Forster, 1 at length acceded, and fully surrendered my- 
self into the hands of him and his associates. 
© It was then determined the business should be de- 
ferred till Monday; when the Court Martial having 
adjourned till the next day, Lieutenant Colonel Forster 
and the ſix Captains assembled at his Quarters, and 
a paper was handed to me, already signed by Major 
Sladden, engaging ourselves to abide by their arbitra- 
© tion; which FR signed. Major Sladden then told 
© his story, while I retired into another apartment; 
© and on concluding, he retired; and I then, fer the 
first time, related mine. | „ | 
© Previous to the meeting of the Court the next 
© morning, Lieutenant Colonel Forster, with the Cap- 
© tains Pictet and Smith, waited on me, delivering this 


© Paper: 
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© Court- Hous:, St. John's, Antigua, 
| February 14th, 1786. | 
© Major Sladden and. Browne, of his Majesty's 67th 
© Regiment of Foot, having mutually agreed to refer 
© the nature of the differences that have lately hap- 


< pened between them, to the conſideration and 2 
G ©Y 


settled by them That Major Sladden would return 


Martial, now sitting, would settle every other mat- 


my acceding must therefore be to him. Finally, as- 


effort, then demanded, as a preliminary, that I should 


least in the integrity and honour of Lieutenant Colonel 


—— — 


Ho . ”— — — 
_ — * 


* of Lientenani Colonel Forster, Captains Sutherland, Pictet, 

'© Ramsay, Urquhart, Smith, and Hamilton; and having 
© bound themselves to act in such manner, and to 
© be guided, and to conform to whatever may be judged, 
in the opinion of these Gentlemen, proper for them 
to follow; and the Commander in Chief having ap- 
proved of this method, being desirous to have every 
matter of dispute, subsisting between Major Sladden and 
Browne, terminated, if possible, in an honourable and 
amicable manner, We, therefore, in consequence of 
this reference, met, and maturely considered on every 
matter and circumſtance stated betweeen these two 
Gentlemen, and are of opinion, that to preserve, and 
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proper to point out the following circumstances: — 


© The General Orders of the gth February, make it | 


only necessary for them to observe, that Major Slad- 
den had been unjustly considered in Arrest; and, 
therefore, it follows, that all opposition whatever to 
his Orders, by Major Browne, in not obeying his Ar- 
rest, or in Lieutenant Mahon, when on Guard, al-o 
refusing his Orders, was through a mistaken princi- 
ple, caused from the nature of the Reports made to 
General Shirley, which could not but induce him to 
give sanction to what made it be supposed that Ma- 
jor Sladden's Arrest was proper. Considering seri- 
ously on the highly improper and disagreeable situa- 
tion that these circumstances placed Major Sladden in, 
We therefore think it Justice, and give it as our Opi- 
nion, that Major Browne should make Major Sladden 
a clear and handsome apology, for having been the 
cause of the unwarrantable manner with which Ma- 
jor Sladden has been treated; and Major Browne hav- 
ing also, at the head of the Regiment, made use of ex- 
pressions that had a tendency to injure the charaQter of 
Major Sladden, they, therefore, also arc of Opinion, that 
Major Browne should likewise, at the head of the Re- 
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© the stain that was publicly thrown upon Major Slad- 
© den, in as public a manner make him the following 
.< apology, viz. - | 

& I am extremely unhappy at the disagreement and 
differences that have happened between us, as it is 
my wish to be on the moſt friendly footing with 
every Officer of the Regiment; — I have erred in 
some points, and in particular in that of having 
addressed the Regiment in the manner I did, on the 
25th of last month; and when on conviction an 


«© the character of an Officer and a Gentleman to ac- 
&« knowledge it, which I now do in this public man- 
« ner, declaring at the same time, that whatever dif- 
ec ferences may have Subsisted between Major Sladden and 
„„ myself, are, [ now hope, entirely buried in oblivion ;” 
„ which apology is such as Major Sladden should ac- 
© cept, and not in the least derogatory to Major Browne 
© to make; and do further think, from the predica- 
© ment Lieutenant Mahon stands in, that he should ex- 
< press, in the presence of the Officers and the Regi- 
© ment, in the same public manner, how heartily sorry 
© he is for having behaved, from misconception of mat- 
< ters, disrespectfully to Major Sladden, being far from 
© his intention, and begs he will look over it. x 

© We are further of Opinion, that the Orders given 
© out by Major Sladden, on the 24th of January last, 
and defaced by Major Browne, be restored to the Re- 
* gimental Orderly Books; and that given out b 
© zor Browne, reflecting on Major Sladden's Military 
© Character, on the 24th January, be erased from the 
* Orderly Books. 


© GeoRGE ForsTER, Lieutenant Colonel, 66th 


© Regiment. 
© W1LL. SUTHERLAND, Captain, 55th Regt. 
Gro. WILL. Ramsay, Captain, 3oth Regt. 
© WM, P. SmiTH. Captain, Ro al Artillery. 
© Mark Pierer, Captain, 2d, Batt. Goth Regt. 
© Geo, URQUHART, Captain, 6th Regt. 
« Geo, Ltwis HamniLTox, Captain, Royal Ar- 
© tillery, 


N. B. A Copy of this Opinion to be delivered to 
© Major Sladden and Browne, 


On reading which, I could not contain my sur- 
prize and astonishment. Lieutenant Colonel Forger 
© observing it, assured me, © there was nothing in it 
& derogatary to the feelings of a Man of Honor.” 
Lieutenant Colonel Forster was a Judge I had made 
him my Judge ;—Submission and obedience now were 
Honor. 


not to lessen, the honour of both Gentlemen, it is 


giment, and in the presence of Us, in order to take off 


Officer finds himself wrong, it is not deviating from 


Ma- 


_ 
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© CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED 0 N 


I followed Lieutenant Colonel: Forster to the Bar- 
racks, where I found the 67th Regiment drawn u 
in a Square for my reception, with all the Members 
of the General Court Martial, and all the idlers, and 
riff-raff gentty of the Island, assembled; and, to 
crown all, Captain Hedges (the Prisoner under Trial) 
arm- in- arm with Captain and Lieutenant Urgubarl, 


R „ „ „ „ „ 


© $trutting and laughing in the centre of the Square. 


© Thinking this too much, I turned to Mr. Forster, 
© and in a tone of voice, marking the contempt in 
© which I held him, and conveying forcibly my feet- 
© ings at the injuries he was thus scandalously heap- 
© ing upon me, I said, « Observe Captain. Hedges, 
4 Sir! Do you call this supporting the Discipline and 
« Honor of the Service?” Too glaring to be de- 
fended, — he replied.— Good God | lt is very im- 
« proper | But how can I help it?“ , 
. © I muſt here interrupt myself for a moment. Lien- 
tenant Colonel Forster, not content with his business 
on the Court Martial, thinks it necessary, officious 
to intrude in regulating the Discipline of the 67th 
Regiment; and yet has no command over an Officer 
of his own, nor a Prisoner at his Bar. As he has 
then found the protection of an Officer's Honor, 
and the interference in the Discipline of another Re- 
giment, objects too extenſive either for his abilities 
or for his integrity, I hope he will be contented with 
a narrower circle in future, and regulate the Discipline 
of his own, before he disorders that of another Regt 
ment, . 8 
To return. In this situation, not heightened, and 
before this company, not degraded by my description, 
after making the remark, I juſt mentioned, to Lieute- 
nant Colonel Forster, I proceeded, without further ce- 
remony, to deliver the required Apology. Lieutenant 
Mabon made his also. On which the company de- 
parted, highly satisfied and pleased with their delicious 
treat. 
© Thus, from a remarkable chain of circumſtances, 
I was unfortunately induced to submit to this de- 
cision ; and then by that, forced to make the most 
degrading Apology ever instanced in any Service, at 
a time when, I trust it will appear, I ought to have 
received the most submissive, 5 
© The business being thus concluded, I reminded 
Lieutenant Colonel Forster of his assurance relative to 
Surgeon Dillon and Enzign Butler's dispute being ac- 
commodated. He replied, Ensign Butler now posi- 
tively refused adjusting the business, adhering to his 
former intention of bringing Surgeon Dillon to a Court 
Martial. | e 
From the Barracks, Lieutenant Colonel Forster, with 
all his followers, returned to the Court- house; and 
by way of finishing the infamous transactions of this 
day, knocked off Adjutant Stewart's evidence, in the 
manner I have stated in my Narrative of the 7th of 
March, 1786, | 
* Major Sladden, immediately after the arbitration was 
concluded, while I was obliged to return to the Court 
Martial, mounted his horse, and rode to Major Ge- 
neral Shirley's Quarters, and obtained assurance from 
him, that he should not be ordered from the Island of 
Antigua; not even to St. Christopher's, where part of 
the Regiment was stationed. I waited on Major Ge- 
neral Shirley the same evening, and informed him the 
conditions on which I had agreed to refer the mat- 
ter. That the first, relative to Surgeon Dillon and En- 
sign Butler, was already violated; but, I trusted, the 
General would not allow the second to be so. He 
© replied, he could not order Major Sladden from the 
© Regiment, 1 then demanded, if he would prevent 
my ordering him to St, Kitts? He answered, Cer- 
„ tainly; for he had jut promised Major Sladden, lie 
wh chould not be ordered from Antigua.” 
From this relation, J hope, it is apparent, the 
confidence I reposed in those Officers; and from 
© thence allow me to argue, that 1 rasþ forward aus- 
b 
o 
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© picion has made me look on their conduct, as Mem- 
bers of a General Court Martial, in the criminal 

© light I now do. I trust also, it is evident, the 
© manner in which that confidence was betrayed. 
How coolly, and cautiously they proceeded ; not he- 
* $itating at falsehood, till they got their victim into 
their power; and then, how arrogantly they triumph- 
© ed! From all which His Majesty will be able to de- 
© cide, whether they supported better out of Court, than 
© in it, the honourable character of British Officers; 
© or shewed at all the integrity requisite in Men, who 
© are either called on by duty, or officiously obtrude 
© themselves 
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themselves to Judge of the actions and characters of 


© others. 
His Majesty, I trust, will also now be able to de- 


© termine, how far I am warranted in asserting Major 


© S/adden could not have been aRuated in the conduct I 


© have just related, 1 * single spark of regard or con- 


© sideration for the Honor, Discipline, and welfare of 
© the Service; but solely in support of a Party, prin- 
< cipally formed by Captain Hedges, in opposition to 
© me, the Commanding Officer, and Major of the Re- 
* giment. 5 

I also aver with confidence, that Major Sladden was 
< instigated to the violent conduct he * * on the night 
of the 24th of January, by Captain 
© 30th Officers, This assertion I do not advance more 
© from presumptive proof, than my perfect knowled 
© of Major Sladden's character: —timid and pusilani- 
© mous (the natural concomitants of treachery and du- 
« plicity) he dare not have ventured, without their sup- 
* port, on such desperate and outrageous measures. 

On the whole of the Five Specific Charges it is ob- 
_ © gervable, that one only happened prior to Captain 
Hedges's Arrest, viz,—That of © Cruelty, as Com- 
4 manding Officer of the 67th Regiment ;” and which 
| © $pecific Charge appears to have been transacting a 
considerable time in the Regiment, without censure 
© or notice, till Captain Hedges—in a long suspended, 
© long delayed, paroxysm of compassion,—at length 
© $tands forward to prosecute, as the disinterested Cham- 
* pion of Thomas Edwards. | ; 


And surely it must be a matter of astonishment, 


© that in such a Command as mine is described, one in 
„particular which so much disgusted the Officers, no 
one instance of Tyranny and Oppression” is al- 
© ledged prior to Captain Hedges's Arrest; nor even that 
Arrest itself; (his moderation being, I am to suppose, 
satisfied without a second investigation) and what is 
more astonishing, no one instance which the sufferers 
themselves (in a moment not very auspicious to me, 


6 

« 

« with a Court at their devotion, their injuries still fress, 
. ; 


and even in existance) did not think capable of com- 
promise. 


And it will justly rank as a further matter of asto- | 


nishment, that in the course of a generally reprobated 


out with Tyranny, Oppression, Cruelty, and every 
thing scandalous, infamous, and unbecoming in an 
Officer and a Gentleman—the Officer so charged, 
© whose every action has been open to the eagerness of 
© malicious scrutiny, and who might have been. bewil- 
© dered by constant and universal opposition, has only 
furnished one instance of Cruelty in his Command, — 
+ and that to a Soldier, who, (as that Soldier himself 
deposes) he had trusted, when in another Island, with 
the care of his property ;—a circumstance which 
Shews he was fully as capable of generous confidence, 
as of wanton oppression. But here I shall rest at pre- 
sent, the information conveyed. to me by the second 

aragraph in the Secretary at War's letter, of the 3d of 
March, making any further comment on this Charge 
© unnecessary ; and thus I now finally conclude my An- 
c swers to Captain Hedges's Specifications * 


No. XXIII. 
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<SIR 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
© Jetter of the 17th instant, with its enclosures, con- 
« taining your Answers to the allegations contained in 
© the Specification of Captain Hedges's First and Third 
© Articles of Charge against you; and am to acquaint 
© you, that according to your request, the Said letter, 
© and inclosures, have been submitted to his Majesty's 
© perusal. 
| © I am, 
«$I R,: 
© Your most obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
CES I GEORGE YONGE. 
Major BROWNE, 
© 67th Regiment, 
© Southamplon.” 


Southampton, May 25, 1787. | 


c 8 IR, 


© It is with no small pain I find myself obliged to 


give you any further trouble relative to the matters in 
+ whictr I am concerned; but on the most mature deli- 


may, and the 


and stigmatised Command, charged heavily through- 


| IWar Office 30rb April, 1787. 


— 


© beration, I cannot force myself to think Captain 
© Heages really means to produce Thomas Edwards in 
support of the extraordinary and unprecedented 
© Charges he has voluntarily — even to the King, 
against me, his Field Officer, tending, if not suppor- 
© ted, evidently to overturn all Order and Military Sub- 
* ordination, I am not more led to this opinion from 


© Deposition, though not admissible as evidence, than 
© from the certainty that Edwards himself never will 
© voluntarily appear here, where his life may probably 
answer the consequences.—From these reasons I have 


to that Charge, made before the Mayor of this Town; 
confident should I be deceived, and 3 produced, 
that this Deposition of mine will not be made public, 
So as to counteract the advantages I may derive from 
the cross-examination of that Witness. | 
© I have also to observe, that the following Evidences 


© Sergeant Raulins; that Lieutenants Greene, Mahon, and 
© Heard, were the Subalterns of my Company, and Ser- 
© jeant Reilly the Serjeant; therefore can give the Court, 
* with the Adjutant, the fullest information ; from which 
© I am induced to hope, as well as from every principle 
of justice and humanity, that I shall receive the order 


© Captain Hedges may even evade, or decline coming 


© accusations, I am confident his Majesty will not sub- 
ject me to the horrors attendant on any further pro- 
* crastination—life not being worth keeping on such 
© cruel terms, a | 
I have the Honor to be, 
With _ does respect, 
; c 


| : 5 


© Your most obedient, 
Most humble Servant, 
: 6 J. BROWN E. , 
| Major 67th Regiment. 
© The Right Honorable | 
© Sir GEORGE YONGE, Bart, 
© Secretary at War, &c. &c. Cc.“ 


Major of his Majesty's 67th (or Southampshire) Regi- 
© ment of Foot, taken at Southampton, before RoßERT 


BALLARD, Esq, Mayor of said Town, &c. &c. &c. 


© Personally appeared before me, Major Fohn Browne, 


Foot, who being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists of 
© Almighty God; maketh oath, and saith, That in the 
© month of October, One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Eighty-three, he joined said Regiment, then on 


© after took Thomas Edwards, a private Soldier in this 
© Deponent's Company, as a kind of Servant; having 
© two others besides that were not Soldiers, viz. his 
* Own Man, and Groom. a | 

* Fhat Edwards contrived by various means, joined 


© quire Deponent's most entire confidence; so much so, 
© that he considered him as a paragon of honesty and 
« fidelity, | | 

It would be tedious and unnecessary to enumerate 
© here the marks of kindness conferred, and confidence 
© reposed in said Edwards, by this Deponent ; let it there- 
fore suffice to say, they were such as might have secu- 
© red him against any attack from said Edwards, had he 
© not been the most ungrateful, as well as the basest, 

© wretch existing. | 

Iln the month of June, One Thousand Seven Hun- 
« dred and Eighty- four, Deponent went from the Re- 
« giment, which marched at the same time into Country 


(the care of his Heavy Baggage, at the Prime Serjeant's 
© housc, in Sackville-street, Dublin. The latter end 


© on his way to England ; but previous to his departure 
* from Ireland, he put the keys of the different Trunk 

© and Boxes, which his Heavy Baggage e 
< wrapped up in paper, and then tied round with twine, 
into a particular Trunk, the key of which he took with 
© him, desiring Edwards to mark the Trunk, and the 
place were the other keys were deposited; observing, 
© if the Regiment was reduced, he did not purpose to 
return soon to Ireland, but should send him over the 
„key, by which he could get at any of the other 


4 | Trunks 


Captain Hedges having 2 sent over Edwards's 
| 


* now the honor to enclose you my Deposition, relative 


were on board the Transport where Edwards deposes 
he suffered such cruelties, viz.— Surgeon Dillon, Lieu- 
© tenants Mahon and Heard, Serjeant Major Blanch, and 


© for my trial the latter end of next Month, though 


over; - and when it is considered I shall have then 
© been a year and a half labouring under such infamous 


THE DEPOSITION of Joan Bower, Esg. 
© of his Majesty's 67th (or Southampshire) Regiment of 


© Dublin duty, in the kingdom of Ireland, and, shortly 


© to the appearance of the most honest simplicity, to ac- 


© Quarters in the County of Kerry, leaving Edwards in 


© of October following, Deponent returned to Dublin, 
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Trunks, of any articles Deponent might want, from 
the Baggage left in his care. That said Edwards was 
the person who packed up Deponent's Heavy Baggaye, 
which was all stored in a Garret at the Prime Ser- 
jeant's, except a large red Chest which stood under the 
stair-case in the Hall, being too large to carry to the 
top of the house; and further, that Edwards was left, 
by Deponent, with the key of the room; no person 
having access or egress, or any concern with either it, 
or the Baggage, but said Edwards. = 
© That Deponent arrived in England the latter end of 
the Year One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty- 
four, and in the month of January, One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Eighty-five, wrote over to Fd- 
wards to join him at Bath, where he then was; that 
he continued in daily expectations of Edward''s ar- 
rival till the 25th of February, when he suddenly re- 
ceived Orders to join the Regiment at Corke, then or- 
dered to embark immediately for the West Indies';— 


Order, desiring Edwards might be sent after him, in 
case of his arrival there. | 

On Deponent's return to Dublin the 4th of March, 
he was informed by the Prime Serjeant's Servants, that 
Edwards had been there about a month before; at 
which time he told them he was to sail the next + 


OA „ „ 


the key of the room with any person, nor had they 
seen or heard any thing of him since that time. 
© Deponent continued for tome days in the certainty 


so, that he would not let the room be broke open, as 
his Servant proposed, though he was pressed extremely 
for time, ad wanted to forward his Baggage to Corke; 
till at length, one evening, his Servant came into the 
parlour at the Prime Serjeant's, almost frantick, decla- 
ring he was robbed of all his property by that villian, 
Edwards (for he had left two Trunks, containing 
such of his clothes and linen as he had not occasion 
for, in the room with Deponent's Baggage) ; after 
some time, becoming more collected, he informed De- 
ponent, that being unemployed that evening, he was 
led by suspicion, at Edwards's, Jong absence, to go to 
the room where the Baggage was deposited, and upon 
touching the padlock he found it unlocked, but not as 
if forced open ; and on going to examine his own 
Trunks, he found them broke open, and every article 
taken away, to the amount of upwards of Fifty 
Pounds, in Clothes, Linen, and Money, the honest 
and hard earnings of nine or ten years service, De- 
ponent then demanded if his Baggage was safe? He 
replied he had not examined it; but it appeared un- 
moved, and quite safe. Deponent then went to the 
room, where he found his Baggage apparently un- 


a a a a 


torn off, but put on again, though not fastened, so 
as to appear at first view as if not opened; most of 


away, the keys of the others remained wrapped round 
with paper, but uncorded; and all the other Trunks 
were unlocked, and every article which they contained 
taken away, consisting of Clothes, Linen, Books, 
Plate, &c, to the amount of Two Hundred Pounds to 
this Deponent. That each Trunk was found shut up 
as if locked, strapped, and the oil covers placed over 
them, so as to appear unmoved ;—that one flat Gun 
Case was found also in the same situation, originally 
containing a German Rifle, and two Case of Spanish 
Barrel Pistols, one Case of which only were taken 


lar mould belonging to the Pistols. Deponent then 
went down stairs and examined his large red Chest, 
which he found locked; but two Swords, and two or 
three pair of Boots taken away, which had been 
put up in said Chest; his Bedding, and many other 
c articles of little value, remaining untouched, 


Deponent then examined the Servants of the House, 
c who declared that Edevards remained four or five hours 
« every day in the Garret where the Baggage was deposi- 


« ted; (it is here to be observed, he did not sleep, or 


- « live, at the Prime Serjeant's) and that they had re- 


c marked him several times carrying his Knapsack, 
« quite full, and different parcels, out of the house; the 
8 ä — particularly, declared he observed him 
« carrying two or three pair of Boots at one time; and 
« also, that he had seen him once or twice at the red 
Chest which stood under the stairs; that they never 

estioned, much less stopped him, from the great con- 


£ qu 
c — they knew Deponent reposed in him; andsup- 


| 6 posing that as Deponent had left the key of the Bag- 
I 


that Deponent instantly left Bath, in obedience to this | 


for England, to join his Master; that ke had not left 


of hearing or seeing Edwards every moment, so much 
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moved; but upon going to the Trunk where the keys of 
the others were deposited, he found the lock had been 


the articles of any value in that Trunk were taken 
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away, with a large quantity of ball, and the particu- 
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gage with him, and in his Charge, that he was acting 
in obedience to Deponent's orders. | +4 
+ From these circumstances, as well as his absence, 

Deponent was convinced that Edwards had commit- 
© ted the Robbery ;. in consequence of which he im- 
© mediately advertised him; and having; at an expence 
© he was not at all prepared to sustain, provided him- 
self a-fresh with such articles as he most wanted, he 
© left Dublin; to join the Regiment, on Sunday the 
© thirteenth of March, and arrived at Corke on Thurs- 
day the seventeenth of the same month. Shortly after 
© his arrival he was informed that Edwards was taken 
up at Kinsale, where the Regiment was then sta- 


_ © tioned; and in a few days after, Deponent was told by 


Colonel Crosbie, at Corke, that he himself had examined 
* Edwards, and that he had not a doubt but he had 
committed the Robbery ;. adding, his hopes that De- 
© ponent would not leave Edwards behind; when he 
certainly would escape punishment for want of Depo- 
nent's presence to prosecute, and by that means be 
let loose on the country; but advised Deponent to take 
him to the West Indies, and punish him in some 
manner there. Having no other resort the Regiment 
embarking a few days after, Ed:vards was marched a 
Prisoner with the Company, on bcard the Fame 
Transport, then in Corke harbour, | 
© On Deponent's embarking, he examined Edwards 
in the presence of the Officers and men on board the 
Transport; demanding from him where he had been 
ſince he wrote to him to join him at Bath? He replied, 
he had been with his friends in England, Deponent 
then aſked him why he did not require his leave; and 
if he thought he would have refused him ? He an- 
swered, he did not know; but was sure Deponent 
would not have refused him, Deponent then de- 
manded what he had done with the key of the room 
where the Baggage had been depoſited? He said he 
had given it to a Chair-man, at the bottom of Sackville= 
Street, to carry to the Prime Serjeant's House-keeper, I his 
answer he made after much hesitation and confusion, 
Deponent finally demanded, as he had been at the 
Prime Serjeant's only the day before he left Ireland, 
why not deliver the key at that time ? Or what reason 
had he, when so near the house as the bottom of the 
Street, for not carrying it himself? To this he made no 
reply; and Deponent can safely depose, that there 
was not a person in the Ship, or Regiment, who seemed 
to entertain a doubt of his villainy, By his examina- 
tion he declared he had arrived in Dublin after De- 
ponent had left it, and yet he joined the Regiment, on 
foot, the day before, (a journey of one hundred and 
twenty or thirty Iriſh miles) though Deponent tra- 
velled in a coach and four; and what was still more ex- 
traordinary, without passing Deponent on the road. 
© Deponent can account for Edwards's joining the 
Regiment from no other reason than his supposing it 
might sail for the West Indies before this Deponent 
could join it ; or in case it proved otherwise, that the 
presumption of his innocence would derive consider- 
able strength from his having voluntarily joined the 
Regiment, particularly where the proof of his guilt 
would be so difficult. 
That the Command of the 67th Regiment did not 
devolve to this Deponent till the 17th of April, the 
day on which the Regiment sailed, though it remained 
seventeen days on board the Transports in Corke Har- 
bour. | 
© That a few days after the Regiment had sailed, De- 
ponent ordered the Serjeant Major to have a board af- 
fixed to Edwards's back, with the words, Thief and 
Robber, wrote on it; also a halter round his neck ; and 
in that situation to be placed away from the rest of 
the men, at the stern of the vessel; that he recollects 
a smal! piece of twine being tied to the Prisoner's 
arms, in consequence of this Order, for which he 
reprimanded the Serjeant Major and Drum Major, de- 
claring he would not admit his orders to be burlesqued ; 
on which a proper halter was provided; but totally 
denies that he was bound or tied in any manner than 
the halter being loosely passed round his neck. 
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* That he was not kept longer on deck before they 


erossed the Line, than every other Soldier on board the 
Ship, therefore the cold could not have affected him 
particularly; that when they came into the warm la- 
titudes he received the same treatment, further than 
having the advantage of an awning which was spread 
for the Officers; — that in respect to the circumſtance 
© of creeping under cover to avoid the intense heat of 


© the sun, from which he says he was dragged by Serjeart 


* Major Blanch, at the Orders of Major Browne, Depo- 


nent recollects his hiding himself behind the hen _ 
from 
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© The unwearied and incessant attention of Major | 


from which he had him taken, and placed as usual; 
© having ordered him to the stern of the ship, not only 
© to separate him from the other men, but also to render 
© him as*conspicuous as possible. And when it appears 
that there was an awning conſtantly spread, when in 
© the warm latitudes, of which he Bad the advantage, 
© and that all the Soldiers on board were kept on deck 
an equal time both in the cold and hot latitudes, but 
© without the 3 of an awning in the latter; De- 
© ponent trusts it will not be considered as a mark of 


© cruelty, or supposed he either meant to freeze or 


© melt him, „ 

| © That often during the passage this Deponent, when 
© walking on the quarter-deck, upbraided Edwards 
© with his conduct, eelling him not to flatter himself he 
© had escaped punishment, for it should not be Depo- 
s nent's fault, or would have him — ä 

On the arrival of the Regiment at Ba 

nent being informed his evidence would not be suffi- 
« cient to convict Edwards, without the teſtimony also 
of his own Servant, and those of the Prime Serjeant's, 
© ordered his handcuffs to be taken off, but to be em- 
< ployed constantly in every kind of fatigue and dirty 
work, and — him from mixing or sleeping 
with the Soldiers; a log of wood being chained to 
-© his leg, and the label of Thief and Robber, continued 


on his back. 


* Deponent further declares, he was clothed equally. 


warm both in the cold and hot latitudes, as any other 
Soldier; that he had a coat, and also (as the Serjeant 
© of the Company informs Deponent) a blanket, and 
© every kind of covering that was delivered to the Re- 
© giment. | 


«© Laſtly, this Deponent aſſerts, he will produce the | 


© clearest proof of Edwards's guilt, aggravated by cir- 
©: cumstances of the most unexampled treachery, ingra- 
© titude, and villainy. h | 

© Sworn before me at South- 
- © ampton, this 24th day of 


© May, 1787. 
6 K. BALLARD, Mayor, 


J. BROWNE, 
Major 67th Regiment, 


© On a review of the peculiar  circumstances attend- | 
© ing this case, it appears Major Browne was obliged to 


rbadoes, Depo- 


© Jeave Europe a few days after Edwards had been ap- 


© prehended ; and therefore, had he delivered him up to 
the Civil Law in Ireland, it is apparent, by the Ma- 
_ © jor's absence, he must have escaped punishment; which 
© would have been a cruelty on the community at large, 
as well as a mockery of justice; serving rather to pro- 
© mote, than discourage such villainy; it also appears 
it was equally impossible to bring him to trial in the 
West Indies, from the evidences necessary to his con- 
viction being in Ireland. The conduct, thus situated, 
© pursued by the Major, he trusts, will appear dictated 
* by justice, and warranted by the usage of the Army; 
© Commanding Officers of Regiments often confining 
Soldiers to their Barracks, nay, sometimes to the 
© Guard-house for months; their coats turned, logged, 
© and employed on all duties of fatigue, such as cleaning 
© the Store Arms, sweeping the Parades, &c, &c, for 
© crimes trivial, indeed, in comparison with that which 
Edwards had committed. If such, therefore, is ad- 
© missible, and practiced even at this moment, Major 
* Browne trusts, with confidence, he was particularly 
< warranted (having at the time the fullest and clearest 


proof, such as it was impossible to controvert, of E- 


* wards's guilt) in affixing that kind of disgrace, rather 
© than punishment; holding up such vice as a constant 
object of shame and abhorrence. | 

„If, however, it appears that Major Browne was 
© that ©* infamous, scandalous, cruel, 12 tyranni- 
« cal Commanding Officer,” Captain 
< sented him to the King; that on mere surmise, totally 
© unsupported by any proof, he inflicted such disgraces 
© on an “ wnfortunate Soldier, and thus, 30 cruelly 

cc distressed an innocent fellow-creature,” actuated solely 

© by the barbarity and inhumanity of his disposition, 
not from any regard for Justice, Honor, or the repu- 
tation of his profession; if the gligbtest grounds for 
© such assertions appear, Major Browne will then readily 
© admit the generosity, compassion, and tenderness of 
© Captain Hedges's disposition, in thus voluntarily 
© standing forward the champion of the injured and op- 
pressed. | | 

Major Browne cannot pass over the Deposition of 
Domas Edwards, notwithstanding its ** 51mplicity and 
truth, without submitting how far it appears that 
of an illiterate Soldier; or, perhaps, the deliberate pro- 
* duction of Captain Hedges himself. 


2 


edges had repre- 


— 
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| 
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present stage of the business. 


Browne to the comfort, health, discipline, and pre- 


servation of the Regiment, will appear from the —y | 


orders issued by him — his command; thoug 


they were the constant subject of Captain Hedges's 


c 

c 

c 

c 

© abuse and ridicule; given out, as he asserted, to the 
© younger Officers (who he hoped by this means to 
« prejudice against their Commanding Officer) only with 
© a view to injure and distress the Officers and men. The 
extraordinary and unexampled success which crowned 
* Major Browne's endeavours in the preservation of the 
© Regiment, the monthly returns too fatally record. 
c 
0 
c 
6 
= 


During the year he commanded the 2 the first 


of their arrival in the West Indies, a 
the most fatal, he lost but ove man by the climate; 
while on the contrary, in less than six months after 
his departure, they buried one fourth of the Regiment. 
It is with no small satisfaction the Major observes, 
Captain Heuges coneludes his remarks and comments 
on the Deposition of Thomas Edwards, by asserting, 


* 


© that “ he will prove, as an aggravation of that specific 


„ Charge, Major Browne's conmlting several Gentlemen 
&* on the means of having Edwards taken off the Filand, 
% and transported to the Spanicth Mines; —a circum- 
© Stance too absurd to acquire the belief even of the 


most credulous. Major Browne can only most so- 


lemnly declare such an idea never onee entered his 
imagination, much less that he could have been weak 
enough to consult any person (if he had so intended) 
the apparent violence and unwarrantableness of the 
measure, evidently rendering consultation totally un- 
necessary.. 5 | 


No. XXV. 


| IWar-Office, 26th May, 1787. 
SIR, N, * 


I have received your Letter of the 25th inſtant, en- 


closing a Deposition, which I think it right to return 
© herewith, as no proper use can be made of it in the 


Until answers shall have arrived to the Letters 


© which I wrote, by His Majesty's Commands, to Sir 


* Thomas Shirley, in March last, you cannot but see 
© the necessity of my declining to move the King to ap- 
point a time for your Trial. b 
I have the honor to be, 
«SIR, 
© Your most obedient 
Humble Servant, 
« GEO. YONGE. 
c 1 BrowNE, 


67th Regiment, Southampton.” 
| No. XXVI, 
© War-Office, 29th „ 1787. 
8 1R. Office, Fane, 1787 


© I have the Secretary at War's directions to acquaint | 


you, that Captain Hedges is arrived, with his Evidences, 
© from the Weſt-Indies ; and that ſteps will be forth- 
with taken for bringing forward the Court Martial 


with as little delay as the nature of the business will 
admit. 


© I am, 
. 8 1 R, 
VLVour moſt obedient 


c Major BROWN RE, 
© 67th Regiment, 
© Southampton,” 


No. XXVII. 


«SIR, 


eneral Court tial, for my Trial, will afſemble 
* forthwith in consequence of which [I $hall proceed 
© to London to-morrow, and have taken such further 
steps as to prevent the slightest delay on my part. 

* Surgeon Dillon, late of the 6pth Regiment, but 
© ſince exc into the 64th, now at Galway, in 
© the kingdom of Ireland, and Senat Ranlims, also 
late of the 67th Regiment, I requeſt may be ordered 
© by you to attend the General Court Martial, fearing 


« the Commanding Officer of heath Regiment might 


ways esteemed 


Southampton, July 1, 198. 


] am duly favoured with Mr. Lewis's letter of the 5 
l 2 June, informing me, by your Orders, that the 
= 
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not think himself authorized to admit their leaving 
Ireland, on being summoned only by me. | 
h I have the Honor to be, 
SIX. : 
© Your moſt obedient 
© Humble servant, 


J. BROWNE, 


© Major 67th Regiment. 


© The Right Honorable 
the Secretary at War, &c. Cc. 
© War Office, London.“ 


No. XXVIII. 
© Horse Guards, 5th Faly, 1787. 


<SIR, 
© Although his Majeſty's Command has not been ſig- 
nified to me, so as to warrant my taking any measures 
towards convening a Court Martial, yet having been 
informed by the Secretary at War, that a Warrant in 
that behalf is preparing tor the Royal Signature, and 
that the matters thereby subjected to the cognizance 
© of a Court Martial are“ a Complaint against you 
< of gross Contempt and Disrespect offered to the Mem- 
& bers of a General Court Martial, holden in the Island 
© of Antigua, in the months of January, February, 
6 and March, 1786, when in the execution of their 
& duty, as Judges, as specified in a Report ſigned by 
% Lieutenant Colonel George Forster, of the 66th Regi- 
“ ment of Foot, as President, dated 17th March, 
% 1786.” —Likewise “ a subsequent Representation 


c and Complaint made against you by the said Lieute- 
* nant Colonel Forſter, the President, and by several 
© other of the Officers who composed the aforesaid 


« Court Martial, charging you with having scanda- 
<« Jously, and in a manner — an Officer and 
< a Gentleman, traduced their character by an inju- 
<« rious misrepresentation of their conduct, contained 
©. in a Narrative transmitted by you to His Majeſty's 
Secretary at War, dated from St. John's, in Antigua, 
ce the 15th March, 1786 ; and in another letter, dated 
< the 17th of the same month.” And also, „a Charge 
© preferred againſt you by Captain Robert Hedges, of 
& Cruelty or Oppreſſion, as Commanding Officer of the 
« 67th Regiment, towards Thomas Edwards, a Private 


Soldier of the same Regiment, during a period of 


e time, commencing in or about the month of March, 


1785, and ending about the beginning of February, 


44 1786.“ 

© I take occasion thus early, for the sake of for- 
© warding the buſiness, to aſk, whether there are any 
C Witneſſes on your part, whom you wiſh to be offi- 
© cially summoned? and to deſire you will, in that case, 
© transmit to me their names and address, that I may, 
© when possessed of his Majesty's Warrant, send them 
E a letter of summons. As soon as I can form a pro- 
© bable judgment of the time at which the attendance 
© of the several Witnesses can be had, a day will be 
© fixed for the meeting of the Court Martial ; but in 


this I must in some degree consult the convenience of 
© the several Officers of rank who will compose the 
Court; and some of whom, not expecting to be called 


© upon, may be at a considerable distance from town. 
© As some time, therefore, must of necessity intervene 
© before the meeting of the Court Martial, I propose to 
© avail myself of that interval for making a journey, 
© which some private buſiness of moment renders ne- 
© ceflary; but Mr. Hume, my Deputy, will open all 
© letters upon office buſiness, and give such directions, 
that no delay may be created by my absence. 
I am, 
88. IX. | 
© Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble servant, 


| CHARLES GOULD. 
© Major Johx Browne, 5 


Ee the 67th Reg. of Fort.” 


No. XXIX. 


Southampton, 6th Jul . 
$12, outhampton, Jah, 1787 


© I lose not a moment in acknowledging the Honor | 


© of your letter of the 5th inſtant. | 
5 The Subsequent Representation and Complaint made 


© against me by Lieutenant Colonel Forster, and the Mem- 


© bers of the Antigua Court Martial, charging me with 
© scandalously, and in a manner unbecoming an Officer and 


© @ Gentleman, traducing their characters, is very differ- | 


© ent from the subsequent Charges, forwarded to me 
© by the Secretary at War, a copy of which I now in- 
. 2 | 
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close; and submit to you, Sir, if any alteration is ad- 
miſſible, after ſixteen months conſideration.—I only 
wish to be decided on this point, by their own deter- 
mination the first day of their Proceedings as a Ge- 
neral Court Martial ; and I shall uniformly lay claim, 
in defending myself against that body, to any advan- 
tages I may derive from their own decisions—the zus- 
tice of which they, at leaſt, cannot dispute. | 

© However convinced I may be of the propriety and 
honor of my endeavours in support of his Majesty's 
Service, and the impropriety of theirs, not to make 
use of a harsher expression, yet, Sir, I conceive my- 
self justified, and perfectly warranted in objectin 
to this Representation and Complaint. I am — 
and prepared to defend myself against the Report of 
the General Court Martial, as specified in your letter; 
also the subsequent Charges, inclosed to me the 6th 


tain Hedges's Charge of Cruelty, as Commanding Of- 
ficer of the 67th Regiment ;—but any new modelling, 
or altering of the original Charges, I object to. If, 
however, you decide this point against me, I chear- 
_ acquiesce to your opinion—only requesting this 
fresh Representation and Complaint may be for- 
warded to me, and also an aſſurance that no further 
alterations will be admitted; by that means I shall 
know in what manner to defend myself, 
Ihe different matters in which my Honour is so es- 
sentially concerned, being now brought to a point, 
such as cannot but be pleasing in the extreme to me, 
my mind is perfectly at ease. I therefore request you 
will consider the convenience of yourself, and the 
different Officers of high rank and experience that 
am aſſured will eompose the Court Martial; and 1 
have no objection to the Trial being deferred for one; 
two, three, or four months, so as to be most conve- 
nient and pleasing to you and them; as it certainly 
will require a great length of time to enter into that 
full and solemn inveſtigation his Majesty deems so es- 
sentially necessary, and which only can afford me an 
opportunity of clearly evincing the unparalleled treat- 
ment and indignities heaped upon me, in endeavour- 
ing to perform that duty, to which I was equally 
bound both by Honor and inclination. 
© I am well aware, that most Officers of the descrip- 
tion I have mentioned, are either out of town, or 
leaving it for the Summer; and that it will be consi- 
dered, perhaps, more agrecable to postpone it for some 
months. Though I should lament the appearance of 
the slightest procrastination on my part, yet I am 
3 ready to accede to the general convenience 
of the Court in any respect, only requesting you will 
be pleased to inform me, by return of pojt, whether 
such procrastination will be acceptable; and stating 
the month in which it will be most satisfactory to as- 
semble the Court. Such information is eſſential to 
me, my friends being in Ireland, and already sum- 
moned ; therefore it would be unpleasing, as well as 
putting them to unneceſſary expence, to require their 
attendance till absolutely necessary. 
© I hope you will clearly understand, that the admis- 
sion of a day's procrastination on my part, only pro- 
ceeds from my wishes to convenience you, and the Of- 
ficers of rank that may be summoned as Members on 
this Court Martial. Independent of that considera- 
tion, I should certainly lay my claim, in the most ur- 
gent manner, to an immediate investigation. 
In case, however, it is judged proper to assemble 
the Court forthwith, I am to request you will be so 
obliging as to give me te 1 days notice previous there- 
to, having some matters to arrange in London, which, 
in order to avoid unneceſſary expence, I shall defer 
till I receive such information, a 
* The list of Evidences, as required, I transmit with. 
this letter, 


I have the Honor to be, 
With great respect, 
33 
3 
© Your most obedient, 
Humble servant, + 
J. BROWNE, 
© Major 67th Regiment. 
Sir CHARLES GouLD, Bart. 
Judge Advocate General, | | 
6 Se. Se. Sc. 7 5 3 i 


No. XXX. 
a 8IX. Hors Guards, 7th Fuly, 1787. 


© I have been just now favoured with your letter of 
6 yesterday's date, to which, as you request to hear 
 trom 


R 


of March, 1787, by the Secretary at War; and Cap- 


v 
C. 


c 
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sented his conduct as one of the 
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from me by the return of the post, I will endeavour 
to give you a direct answer, though perhaps more 
concisely than I should otherwise have done. 

All circumstances conſidered, I think to propose 
Thursday, the gth of next month, for the sitting of the 


Court Martial, as that will probably afford sufficient 


time for conveniently assembling, as well the Mem- 
bers of the Court, as the Witnesses. The season of 
the year is not the most eligible, but considerations 
of that kind must give way to public justice, and to 
the accommodation of those who are purposely in at- 
tendance upon this business. 

I have noticed your remark upon the description 
affixed to one of the Charges against you, as taken 


from a recital in the Preamble of the King's War- 


rant, which is not to be found in the accusation, as 
delivered in by Lieutenant Colonel Forster, and the 
other Complainants; consisting of the following 
words; * Scandlously, and in a manner unbecoming 
an Officer and a Gentleman ;”—and to which you 
object, as a new _— or altering of the original 
Charge. These words, I am authorised to say, are 
added by the Secretary at War, as apt and proper for 
directing the attention of the Court Martial to the 
nature of the supposed Offence, and to the Article of 
War, which seemed more immediately applicable 
thereto; and are by no means introduced at the in- 
stance of the Prosecutors, nor even with their privity. 
And I conceive it to be not only regular, but to by 
the duty of those who prepare the Warrant for the 
Royal Signature, to set out the Charge in such 
terms, as may beſt conduce to a clear and full de- 


cision, so as the fact, or facts, originally objected to 


the Prisoner, and wherein the Crime is supposed to 


consist, be not materially varied. 


© I am, 
* SIR, - 
© Your most obedient, 
© And most humble Servant, 


CHARLES GOULD. 


P. S. It is not at all necessary at present to specify 
© the Witnesses whom you may have occasion 
© to produce at the Trial, unless for the purpose of 
© obtaining an officials ummons, 

„Major BROWNE. 


No. XXXI. 


| © Horse Guards, 10th July, 1787. 

<SIR, | | 
© Having learnt that Thursday, the gth of next 
month, will be particularly inconvenient for two of 
the Officers who are intended to be Members of the 
Court Martial, and that postponing the Meeting of 
the Court, for two or three days only, will obviate 
that inconvenience ; I now propose to fix Monday, the 


13th of next Month, and shall, in my letters of Sum- 


mons to the Witnesses, appoint their attendance ac- 
cordingly. I shall set out upon my intended journey 
to morrow, or very early the next morning, and may 
possibly be absent three weeks, not more. 
I trouble you with the enclosed Letters of Notice to 
the two Witnesses at Southampton, which you will 
be pleased to cause to be delivered. ä 
I am, 
„ 
© Your most obedient 
And most humble Servant, 


| CHARLES GOULD. 
Major BROWNE. 


No. XXXII. 


Horse Guards, 7th August, 1787. 

81 R, | e 

© | think it proper to acquaint you, that Captain 
Ramsay, of the zoth Regiment, who assiſted at the 
Court Martial holden in Antigua, upon the Trial 
of Captain Hedges, has formally signified to me his 
joining in the Complaint and Charge preferred against 
you, in respect of your having injuriously misrepre- 


Members of that 


* £ Your most obedient, | 
And most humble Servant, 
2 CHARLES GOULD. 
© Major BRo WN E. | © 
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* Adjutant Generals Office, 
Lo * 11th August, 1787. 
«S1K,- 

© As your Trial is to come on, at the Horse-Guards, 
on Monday morning next, the 13th instant, of which 
you will, of course, have already had due notice from the 
Judge Advocate General, it is now become my duty, 
in obedience to the King's Commands, to perform the 
disagreeable task of acquainting you, that upon your 
receipt of this Letter, you are to consider yourself 
under Arrest, and are not to quit your Lodgings till: 


further Orders, on any other account than to attend 


the Court Martial at the hours appointed, so long as 
your Trial lasts. His Majesty has ordered a Lieute- 
nant, from the Brigade of Foot Guards, to attend 
you at your Lodgings, at the proper time every morn- 
ing, in order to conduct you from thence to the 
Court, where he is to remain with you so long as 
your presence shall be required there; and when 
the Court shall signify your attendance to be no 
longer necessary, he will. re- conduct you to your 
Lodgings. 
I have the Honor to be, 
81 
© Your most obedient 
g Humble Servant, 
WM. FAWCET T. 
Adjutant General. 


P. S. You will pleaſe to acknowledge the receipt 
of this Letter, | | 

Major JohN BRowNeE, 

© 67th Regiment, 


No. XXXIV. 


© Craven=street, 1 1th August, 1 78 7. 
<SIR, 


© T am duly honored by your Letter of this date, to 
which I shall pay the moſt implicit attention, At 
the same time permit me to observe, that I have 
submitted to, and continued under, an Arrest since 
Wednesday, the 22d of February, 1786; therefore 
conceive your Letter only as a necessary alteration 
in the mode of my original Arrest. 
perfectly sensible of the delicate manner in which 
you have bu pleased to communicate His Majesty's 
Commands, I have the honor to remain, | | 
With the highest respect, 
$1 Ks | 
© Your most obliged - 
Humble Servant, 

J. BROWNE. 
: © Major 67th Regiment, 
Lieutenant General, | 
Sir W. FawcETT, K. B. 

© Sc, Sc. Sc. 


No. XXXV, 
Horse Guards, 3d October, 1787. 


©SIR, | 
© T have the honor to signify to you His Majesty's 


gracious permission for your going into the Parks, 


as you shall see occasion, for the benefit of air and 
exercise; considering yourself in other respects as in 
close Arrest, until His Majesty's further Pleasure 
Shall be made known to you. 
© I am, 
* SIR, 
_ © Your most obedient, 
And most humble Servant, 
* CHARLES GOULD. 

© Major BROWNE. 


No. XXXVI. 


Judge Advocate's Office, 

| * 17th October, 1787. 

© $1 R | | 

© His Majesty has been pleased to Order that the 


© Court Martial, which has been holden here for your 
* Trial, shall assemble again to-morrow, at twelve 


o'clock precisely, when your attendance will be re- 


quired; and at which time the Sentence of the 
| Court, 


'- © to the Court Martial upon your Trial, a mistaken 
© ground of decision, against the competency of their | 


© fiable;—a Court 


28 
© Court, and His _ Pleasure thereon, will be 
n 


«© publicly notified. ficer of the Guards will be 
appointed to _ you, as heretofore. | 


2 
<$IR, 
. © Your most obedient, | 
© And most humble Servant, 
r CHARLES GOULD. 
© Major BROWNE. 1 


No. XXXVII. 


Fir Charles Gould presents his Compliments to Ma- 
© jor Browne, and at the same time that he addresses a 
A Letter to him, by His Majesty's Command, thinks 
< jt proper to communicate to him one, which he has 
© this day written (also by the King's Command) to 
© Lieutenant Colonel Forster, and with it incloses a Copy 
© of the Sentence, which Mr. Oldbam informs him, 
«© Major Browne wished to receive. 


. * Horse-Guards, 18th October, 1787. 


Horse Guards, 18th October, 1787. 

8 1 R, ENT. 
The Sentences of the Court Martial, held here for 
your Trial, with His Majesty's confirmation thereof, 
6 — been already notified to you. 

His Majesty, adverting to the explanation which 
© you have recently given, with respect to Captain 
© Ramsay and Lieutenant Lockhart, two of the Members 
© of the Court Martial held for the Trial of Captain 
© Hedges, in Antigua, has commanded me further to 
© observe to you, that it was incumbent on you, as well. 
< in duty to His Majesty, as in candour and justice to 
© those two Officers, to have given the like explana- 
© tion in your original Complaint ; whereas, by charg- 
c ing them with partial and injurious conduct, in com- 
© mon with the other Members of that Court Martial, 
< you caused them to take a part in the Prosecution 
© against you, in which, it is presumable, they would 
© otherwise not haye intermeddled ; and also pointed out 


4 


« teſtimony. | 


© Your most obedient, 
© And most humble Servant, 
ES CHARLES GOULD. 
© Major BROWNE. | | 
| Horse Guards, 18th October, 1787. 
55 8 1 R, . 


© Inclosed you receive a Copy of the Sentence of the 
Court Martial, to whom His Majesty was pleased to 
© refer the Complaint and Charges, exhibited by you, 
and other Members of the Court Martial holden at 
© Antigua, against Major Browne of the 67th Regi- 
ment; which Sentence, together with the Observa- 
tions thereto subjoined, His Majesty has been pleased 
entirely to approve. © 

© The King has Commanded me to express to you, 
© as President of the said Court Martial, holden in 
Antigua, and through you to the other Members 
© thereof, His Majesty's most serious concern, that 
<a t Martial, purpozely convened for investigating 
your Complaint, should, upon examination, have 
found the conduct of the Complainants to be unjusti- 
Martial especially, whose decision 
© does not derive more weight from the rank and expe- 
© rience of the Officers who composed it, than from 
< the singular assiduity and attention which has marked 
© their enquiry. His Majesty will not suppose that 
© any corrupt motive can have actuated any Member of 
© the Court holden in Antigua; but considering of 
© how great importance it is to His Majesty's Service, 
that the Army should have the most entire and per- 
< fe confidence in the strict justice and impartiality of 


Courts Martial, every Officer, who is called to that 


solemn duty, should be particularly careful to preserve 


himself free from any possible bias, to divest himself 


of every pre- conceived opinion, in favour or disfavour 
© of either of the Parties; and not to suffer any warmth 
© or irregularity, whether of the Prosecutor or of the 


. 


conduct on their part. 


Prisoner, to betray the Court into any impropriety of | 


IJ am, &c. 
« QHARLES GOULD. | 


© Lieutenant Colonel For RR. 
4 


CORRESPONDENCE EXHIBITED ON 


N. B. A Letter was also written by the Secretary 
* at War to Captain Hedges, informing him His 
Majesty had no further occasion for his service.“ 


No. XXXVIII. 


Ca © Southampton, 4th November, 1787. 
5 Lo Gs | 

© It is with much reluctance I am necessitated to 
trouble you further relative to any matter concerning 
the late Trial; but unwilling to take any ftep with- 
out proper authority, I em to inform you of my in- 
tention to publish the General Court Martial, held on 
Captain Hedges in Antigua, with that on myself here, 
together with all the letters, papers, &c. &c. which 
have paſſed on the occasion, including Mr. Hedges's 
Specifications of Charges in support of his Firs and 
Third Crimes preferred againſt me, with my answers 
to the same. But previous thereto, requeſt to know 
if you have any objection to my so doing, or if there 
can be any impropriety in the measure; my only view 
being to Jet the whole appear in the fulleſt and moſt 
impartial manner to the Public, 

| I have the Honor to be, 
| <SIR, 
© Your most obedient 

Humble servant, 
« ]. BROWN E. 
Major 67th Regiment. 
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© The Right Honorable 
the Secretary at War, &c. Cc. 


No. XXXIX. 
* War-Office, 6th Nov. 1787. 


<SIR, | 
I have received your letter of the 4th inſtant, ac- 
quainting me of your intention to publish the Pro- 
ceedings of the — Courts Martial, in which 
ou have been concerned, and the several papers re- 
lative thereto; and deſiring to know if I have any ob- 
jection to your so doing, or if there can be any im- 
3 in the measure; | 

© In answer, I am to inform you, that I do not think 
it necessary, as Secretary at War, to object to the 

publication of the Proceedings in queſtion. I muſt 
decline giving an opinion upon the propriety of the 
measure above stated. | 
have the Honour to be, 

<SIR, | 

© Your moſt obedient 
Humble servant, 


GEORGE YONGE. . 


R A aA „ 


© Major BRowxx, 
© Southampton,” + 


No. XL. 


Horte Guards, 27th September, 1787. 
© To General Lord Frederick Cavendish, President, and 
| © the Members of the General Court Martial, assembled 

© on the Trial of Major Browne, of 67th Regiment. 


The Memorial of Adjutant C. Stewart, of said Re- 
© giment, sheweth, That Memorialist having made ap- 


© plication to Lieutenant General Maxwell Browne, his 


Colonel, to be recommended for an Ensigncy in said 


Regiment, when occasion offered, received for an- 


* swer, „ that he did not think he could with pro- 
<< priety consent even to Memorialist's purchasing, till 
„ he wiped away the aspersions thrown on his charac- 
ter by the Court. Martial held at Antigua,” 

* That Memorialist has for eleven years past had the 
© honor of serving his Majesty under Officers of rank 
© and established reputation, whose confidence, he 


© trusts, he never forfeited, | 


© That Memorialist is confident of having never, 
even for a moment, deviated from the true principles 

of honor and honeſty ; but as he cannot presume on 

experience, or long service, and eonceives he stands 
in a peculiar situation, with respect to the unmerited 

and unwarrantable treatment ſhown him by the late Gene- 

ral Ceurt Martial at Antigua, and the injury his cha- 

racer and interest has consequently sustained, it is 

© his earnest desire to vindicate his character to his Co- 
© lone, and the World; and Memorialist therefore prays 
This Honorable Court will be pleased to take his 

© peculiar case into consideration, and report to 
his Majesty their opinion thereupon; which is 


R K ‚R 9A KA 8 (6 


+ humbly submitted. F 
(Signed) CHARLES STEWART. 
| | « Pall Mall, 
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Ow © Pall Mall, 29th September, 1787. 
<$IR, gih depi 787 
On Thursday last I delivered a Memorial to the 
© General Court Martial, now assembled (whereof the 
© inclosed is a copy) in consequence of which a conver- 
sation passed between them and Lieutenant General 


© Maxwell Browne, relative to my conduct at 2 | 


and the propriety of his recommending me for Pro- 
© motion, when he informed them, . He always left 
c those matters to his Lieutenant Colonel ;” and the 
Court Martial thereupon desired me to wait on you 
© immediately with the following message, viz. © That 
<« as far as they could yet declare, they had no doubt 
& of the propriety of my conduct as an Officer and a 
& Gentleman; and wiſhed I should be recommended 
& for Promotion on the present augmentation,” 
© I am therefore to request you will, as soon as pos- 
© sible, send such recommendations to Lientenant Gene- 
© ral Maxwell Browne, and the Secretary at War, as 
© you think I merited while I had the honor of serving 
© under your command. | 
| I have the Honor to be, 
« $1 Rs. | 
© Your obedient humble 2 
c 


8. 


| 


P. S. I cannot procure your address, and fear your 


absence will materially injure me. 


Major General CROsBIE. 
Axkx. ADAIR, £59.” 


& Major General Croſbie's compliments to Mr. Stew- 
art, deſires to see him to-morrow morning at the St, 
“ James's Hotel, at nine o'clock.” 


St Fames's Hotel, Monday, four o clock, 
* 8th October, 1787. 


Ar. S. accordingly waited on the General on Tues- 
day morning, when he informed him, he had already 


© mentioned to General Browne his opinion of him; and 


C you him leave to make use of his name to the Court 
© Martial, and all the world, in declaring, he was per- 


* feAly satisfied with his conduct while under his Com- 


mand; but as to recommending him for Promotion, 


© he had friends of his own whom he wanted Commis- 


6 $jons for,” | | 8 
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